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these, and the prospect of earning
fitty pounds a year, of being indepen-
dent of her taiher's help, were great
inducemenis for her going to Moarton
St. Jude. So a week after her first
visit there, she returned to begin the
duties that consisted of no formal
set work but would be so variable as
not o be the least tiring or incon-
venieunt. This Madam assured her, and
indeed so light was the cccupation
that it might have been said to con-
gist of doing mnothing.

It was Madge's firat evening at the
cottage, whither the errant Surah Aon
had returned to resume her attendance
on Madamt. Sarah Ann was a tall,
hard-fentured woman, prove to attacks
of spasms, and in the intervala be-
tween these, which were of longer or
shorter duration, according 1o cireum-
stances, she worked “like a horse,” to
gquote hersetf. Madam and her com-
panion had tinished dinner, and gone
into the drawing-room where the for-
mer threw herself upon the couch,
declaring that her happiness was too
great. She was in good spirits, so
pood in fact, that ghe chattered in-
vessantly, and gesticulated so wildly,
that the “toupe” became disarranged,
and assumed a jaunty position, such
as a soldier’s cap presents.

“This is our first evening together,
my chaile,” she said. “We will make
il so happy. is it not so ? We will
have what you call a leetle “festa,” a
joyousness. That you have come to
me, my chaile, make no longer the
cattage unhappy. And we will have
presently a fine 'ouse and servants.
I'este! But Sarah was a miser-able.
8he groan all day with her sp-a-a-
seerns, And she made a gesture of the
supremest contempt.

“Are you thinking of moving from
Morton St. Jude 77 asked Madye.

“Yes, I move in some time. To Lon-
don, to Vien-na, to Brus-se!ls, Why
not ¥ Who c¢an say ? I will advise
with you, sweet chaile, to where we
shull go. You shall decide. I have so
much money thal we go anywheres,”
and Madam seated herself at the
pianao,

“Yaou do not travel much now, T sup-
pose " eontinued Madge,. watching
the increasing vivacity of the little
lady curiously., They had had cham-
pagne for dinner to celebrate Madge's
arrival, and the wine had flushed Ma-
dnn's face through the rouge.

“Not since my Heunri die,” she an-
swered. “Buot now—yes, we will
iravel, my chuile, now that you are
with me. [ have still so many friends,
know you. They say, Come! bt I
reply. I am alone! ‘Then T resolve
upon being with a companion, and we
travel together. At Trouville were so
many sheeps of my friends; with
thait name so strange. They shall
be sheeps of pleasure, that uame,”

“You mean yachts,” snid Madge,
sniling .at Madam’s difficulty of defi-
nition, who nodded violently.

*That name; yes “‘yorts’ they
shall be ealled,” she exclaimed, “ and
L muke voyage in them, often. Two,
three week s0 marvellous, that I am
hecome a true sailor, at Trouville.
My Henri, he remains always so ill
when we voyage, poor sweet. Was
not ibe time delightful, think you

“ [t must have been a very pleasant
time,” replied Madge. *1 should
inmagine that yachting was very en-
feyeble,” and at this Madam's bright
little eyes seeined to flicker with de-
light, and the crow's-feet round them
puckered.

“Ab! we will apgain enter into the
world,” she cried. *1 think nct of
money. Was it not given to enjoy 7
and she twisted round, brioging her
fingers down on the keys with u dis-
cordant ¢rash, “Now I will sing to
»ou,” and in a sudden burst Madam
began singing.

But such singing! Madge sut lis-
tening puintully to the trills und runs
of the shrill wvcice. that seemed
serezming out the words of the song.
It was u trepulous voice too, that
haed no music in it, and jarred the
harmonies of the notes, ending in u

shriek high up, and tupoing round
wgenin, Maddian burst inte o hosgh.

- Henri hos wept ot my singlny,
often,” she exelnimed, “ita tenderness
su puthetie, is it not sa 27 T aeog when
we woere last in Duris” and u sudden
revulsion of feeling appenred to over-
vome her, at the theught of the des
censed Henrl, CPhere was samethlug
like & galp in Madam's xinewy throur,
ne the luse of her cullnr rose and fell
on it. Tlen all her merriment came
ek, wildly.

Snruh entored at this moment, with
n mrpectre-like moveiient, carrylng n
trny on which were wine and

glayses, keeping her gaze on Madam,
who returted the look spitefully,
and placing the tray on the table,
the spectre backed out of the rvom
without apeaking.

“Ma foi!” said Madam. * That
woman enrage me. So  triste, =mo
gloomy is she. Bkeleton t* she
poured out the wine violently, heed-
less that it ran over the edge of the
glass and splashed the tray. Madge
refused the offer of it. and Madam
drank with a relish, making a etick-
ing scund in her throat now, as she
swallowed.

“1 will have you play, my chaile”
she said, putting down her glass,
* but it shall not be solemin musle, A
dance, a gavotte, u waltz. Ah! My
Henri waltz so divine ; and 1."

Counsidering it puart of her duty,
Madge sat down at the piano, playing
a wmerry, quick tune, and Madam give
a shriek of delight.

“ Mon Theun,” she eried.
re-sist this music 7 See ; 1 dance to
you, my chaile” And lifting her
skirts daintily between her finger and
thumb, Madam Ange began to pi-
rouelte and leap to the imminent
peril of the wine glasses and decanter,
pointlhg to her toes, as she executed a
series of elaborate steps with a kina
of elfish nimbleness, until from want
of breath, she fell back on the couch,
and Madge ceased playing.

Panting and smiling, Madam glanc-
ed at her young companion and bade
her sing,

“You sharm me !” she sereamwd.
“And I drink to your ’appiness, my
chaile,” which she did at once with
an munsteady hand. “We shall be
comrades, and 1 alrcady love you.
Sing.”

“Wheat shall I sing ?7

“ What shall it be then ? Sing your
‘God Bave the Queen,’ my chaile, and
[ will as-sist.” So with good nature
entering into the fun, Madge began
singing the national anthem, Madam™s
voice aiding her.

When it was ended, Sarah appeared,
very much like the emblem of mor-
tality at an Egyptian banquet, and
proclaimed that it was eleven o'clock,
Furthermore she informed Madam in
a sepulchral tome that “human
strength” was ‘“human strength,™
and had its limits. "Therefore, if noa
thing more was required of her, she
was going to -

* Allons, retorted Madum sarcas-
tically. “ Yes, to your bed, or your
grave, 1 care not, Saran.” To which
Sarah said, *Thank you, ma’am,”
loftily, and disappeared.

This was the beginning of Madge's
service as companion te Madam Ange
Duval, whom not until late the fol-
lowing day dicl she see agnin, for Ma-
dam sent 3 message that one of her
violent hendaches destroyed her. BSo
Mndge took 2 long walk into the
country, and upon her return to the
cottage " found her employer dozing
over the fire, averse to conversation.
During the evening, however, she re-
vived, chaiting in her rapid way upon
their future movements. -

Looking back after a week had
elapsed sinee coming to Morton St
Jude, Madge found nothing to com-
plain of. Madame Duval had been
generosity itself, and had sent a huge
hamper of delicacies to Westdown
House, for the invalid “Papa.)’ as she
deseribed Mr, Selby. A carriage had
been hired from the village, she wmd
Madge tuking some pleasant drives,
and Mrs Selny was gladdened by re-
ceiving a letter from her daughter,
stating that the situation was a satis-
factory ane, “We are going to the
[sle of Wight,” wrote Madge, “where
Madam has some friends. Gowes Re-
gatta is to e held next week, so we
shall have plenty to amuse us”

One morning  Madam  Teceived a
Letter, which she read through a tor-
toise shell rimmed handglass, nodding
to the writing in a grutified way.

“1t i from a friend, this letter,”
she told Mudge, “that 1 shall have
almost forgatten, yet does he not
furget me,  le remembers Trouville,
aml my Henri. the "uppy duy there
that we met, and he invite to visit

“Who can

hiz s sharming wife, who is with
hi on his yort. Sh! 1 remember
M'sicur Ashtan  aml  his  delightiul

Family, aned we are—- peste-—so strange
[T o come now, Jlow you el
- wei—s v, my chaile?™

Mielge 10ld her the pronuncintion
af the  word, explaining  fhat iy
meant aniling a short distaoce hither
and  Lhither,

*You are the moxt clevaire chaile,”
exclubied Mmdom, “You nre alrendy
a silor, [ perceive, I8 it not?! Yes,
Lt we will veesit  M'siear Ashton,
d we mast prepare oneselves with
vostumen of  the sea.  Allonsl We

will buy them in Weenchester. You
will be divine, my chaile¢, in that
dreas.”™

Midge murmured something about
the expense of buying m yachting cos-
tume, at hearing  whioch Madam
siapped her fingers,

i buy themn for you,”™ she said,
“amd of the best. A clouk B0 warm,
atid ail that you shall peed. Yesa, we
will go into Weenchester to-day.”

Madge made an objection, but ra-
ther feebly, to be over-ruled, and the
fiy having ULreen requisitioned, she
and Magdam drove into the eity later
in the day, and . proceeded to a fash-
jonable dressmaker’s, where, after n
great denl of talking and gesticulat-
Mudam ordered two costumes.
3 wist be completed in ten days,
she said, and brought to Morton Si.
Juele, her own dress to be embellished
with inehors wmd flags on the sleeves
unck collar, for she would be guite a
sailor. Muadwuin also provided herselfl
with a coquettish straw hat, that
perched  itself on  the toupee, and
gave her an *Rir”” It was all very
amusing, and Madge laughed henrtily
as she regarded Madam parading and
ogling before the tall mirror in the
hat shap.

The costumes were brought pune-
tunlly to the cottage, and Madam de-
ciared them to Le “ravishing.” Sarah.
Leing summoned to see her mistress
arrayed in hers, through lack of
there betng anyone else to behold
the finery, pronounced it to be “too
showy™ for her taste. She also re-

915

marked that boys wore hata the
whape of Midam’s.

“tmbecile!™ exclaimed Madium., V'S
sehseless a Saran!  Your boys! Peste,
Were not these hats worn by the
captuins and ofticers of the sheeps?
Yes, uml these Hugs also.

“Rubbish!™ retorted Sarah Ann,
who distinetly curled  her  lip, and
Middpe Lnughed itil the teurs enwe
H her eyes. verything was so
yuaint uned  unisual  about  Madwi
Duval thar it was impossible not to
laugh, and beyond all Madam wos
one of 1he best-nutured persone in
the world.

The next day they depurted from
Morton St Juade, on their way to
Cowes, where they stayed at an hotel,
Madom spending her money  freely.
From Madge's nom there was a glo-
rintis view of {he sea and harbour, and
I¥ing a short distapve off shore waa
a schooner yacht to which a boat was

1

varrying  sowme  stores. There were
irany  other vessels, for the seasen

was at its height, and Cowes crowded
with visitors, amoengst whom Madam™
Jgnunty hat and emblematic anchors
il Higs hald created quite n sensa-
tion, Msieur Ashton would arrive in
twer diyr. she had told Madge, who
nx she watehed the bright scene from
the hotel window, wondered whether
1l schooner yacht were his, It had
not been there yesterday, and whilst
she wis thinking *thus, Madam camne
intu the raom.

h hns already come,” she
*lle has sent so sharming

exelaimed.
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