
How the Civilised Nations are Bearing
"The White Man’s Burden."

John Bull’s island liomv being rigid-
ly limited, his expansive nature was

forced to expand over sea, in far oft

lands, wherever his hold adventurers

could gain a foothold. And so. bit by
hit. his huge Indian and Colonial Em-

pire was built up. until it now covers

nearly a fourth of the earth’s surface,
and includes, probably, a fourth of its

entire |>opiilation. The actual figures
are: Area, 12,000,000 square miles;
population, 400.000,000. These figures
arc absolutely without parallel in the

history of the world.

John Bull's commands, then, are,

more or less, willingly obeyed by a

vast host of no fewer than 350,000.000
subject |M*ople, and this host includes

nations and tribes of almost every
known race on the globe.

lad us take India as the most con-

spicuous and, numerically, the most

important example. A small but fit

British army of 75,000 men, aided by a

native force under British officers of

about twice that number, keeps in ad-

mirable order a teeming population of

300.000.000, a population equal to that

of all Europe. exclusive of our own

40.000.000. India is. in fact, a continent

in itself. It contains many distinct

nationsand races. The census returns

divide the ]>eople on the basis of lan-

guage* into no less than lIS groups, and

even then there were some hundreds of

people speaking an “unrecognisable”
language. Out of the 3:10.000,000 Eng-
lish is* the customary language of

barely 250,000, and the British-born

population of India is 1 *ss than half

that niimlH*r. There aie abaut 95,000,-

000 speaking Hindi; 50,000.000, Ben-

gali; 25.000,000 T( lug’ll; 20.000. 00;
Mahrathi; i5.000.000, Punjabi; and

H>.000.000. Tamil. On the basis of re-

ligion <*(>iisid<>rably over 200,000.000 are

Hindoos; G0.000.000. M ohammeda *tw ;
7.000.000 0r5.000.000 Buddhints, andonly
2.500.000 or 3.000.000 Christians, and ns

such more favourably disposed toward

their Christian rulers than the rest.

In the Straits Settlements a few Bri-
tons keep their eye on 250.000 Malays,
tin* same iiiiiiilmtof Chinese, and some

55,000 East Indians. In Hong Kong

ami Kowlun over 250,(MM) Chinese are

British subjects. The “spicy breezes"

of Ceylon are inhaled in settled peace
ami comfort by Mr Thomas Atkins—-

the 2.000.000 Cinga ese, 1.000,000 Tam-

ils. 250.000 Moors, and some 10,000 Mal-

ays never disturb his serenity. In

Borneo lhe Dyaks and other warlike

Malays have l>een and may Im* trouble-
some. but the unrivalled tact and calm

courage of British Colonial adminis-

tration may be trusted to smooth down

any and every disturbance of the

peace.
The famous bay of the south side of

lhe Gulf of Pechili, responsible for the

feeblest and most w dely spread diplo-
macy of modern times—Vvei-hai-wei—-
is to be garrisoned by a British offi-

cered Chinese regiment, who can, at

any rate, be trusted to keep their fel-
low pigtails in order.

The African command of John Bull

is a particularly heavy burden, and

has cost him millions in money and

thousands in men. Besides 1,500,000
blacks in Cape Colony and its depen-
dencies, there are nearly 750,000 Zulu

Kaffirs in Natal, 250,000 Basutos,
about 500.000 Matabeles ard Masonas,

with p<*rha|hs 200.000 Bechuanas. in

Southern Rhodesia; 650 o'lo Barntses

ami other Bantus in Northern Rhode-

sia. liesides the 550.000 m gives of the

Nyassaland or British Central Africa

Protectorate. Between the Zambesi
and Tanganyika less than 300 Brit sh,
about the same number of Sikh sol-

diers ami a small native force under

British officers “administer" the home-

land of 1.500.000 blacks. South of the

ZamlM*>si, and including the Boers of

the Transvaal 1 and Free Stale, the en-

tire white ]>opulation is very small in

comparison with the number of blacks.

Further north, on the east coast, in

British East Africa and Uganda, John

has to keep the peace among 2,500,000
truculent tribes; and on the other side
of the continent his Niger Coast Pro-

tectorate and Territories on either side

of the great river put upon his broad

shoulders the immensely heavier bur-

den of controlling some 30.000,000 de-

grees. mostly warlike Monammedans,
trained lighters, with a military organ-
isation of high efficiency.

British governors —not long lived in

those “white men’s glaves”—have also

the care of 1,500.000 negroes on the

Gold Coast, 3,000,000 in Lagos, some

50.000 on the Gambia, and 75,000 in

Sierra Leone.
What a task the destruction of the

daring dervishes of the Soudan was!

With less skill or valour Omdurman

might have been aroth r Adowa. In

Egylpt itself Elnglishm; n have done

wonders, and. above all. have made

men of timorous serfs. Besides the

Soudanese, our officers have also to

keep well ill hand the Somali coast and

the Aden district Arabs, as well as the

Bahrein islanders in the Persian Gulf.

According to a recent official report
there are over one hundred thousand

Indians in Canada, but they have been

ami are so well treated by the Domin-

ion government that they are particu-
larly friendly, and cause little or no

trouble, even in the wilds of the North-

west. In Jamaica a third of the popu-
lation are negroes, as also are the bulk

of the inhabitants in the Leeward and

Windward Islands and Trinidad. The

Bahama people are nearly all whites,
but in British Guiana th re are 100,000
negroes, 105,000 East Indian coolies,
and 4,000 Chinese. In British Hon-

duras 500 white people live among 35.-
000 blacks.

In Fiji there are 3,500 whites to 100,-
000 Fijians, and in our other Polynes-
ian islands the white population is

very small indeed. In British New
Guinea a handful (250) of Europeans
form the “law and the Bobby” to over

350.000 frowsy headed Papuans. Th.

native inhabitants of Tasmania are as

extinct as the dodo, but New South

Wales contains some 5.000 full blacks,
Queensland probably 12,000, South
Australia 3,000, West Australia 2,000,
and Victoria only about. 500. In the

Northern Territory of South Australia

are 5,000 Chinese coolies, and Queens-
land has imported some 10.000 Poly-
ii|?sinn lalKiurers. New Zeaia.no has

now only about 40,000 STaoris, little

more than a twentieth of the popula-
tion of that prosperous colony.

Frenchmen are proverbially a stay
at home people, and only about 500,000
French folk live out of France. But

France has, nevertheless, a splendid
colonial empire of some 3,250,000
square miles, with a population, al-

most entirely coloured, of over 53,000.-
OOO; 22,000,000 of these are in Asia,
30,000,000 in Africa and some 80,000 in

Oceanica.

In Farther India the French are re-

garded as masters by 6,000,000 Anna-

mese, 1.500,000 Cambodians, 2,000.000
Cochin Chinese and 12,0000,000 Ton-

kinese, ami it would not be at all an

easy matter to control these obstinate

ami defiant peoples but that the

French officials govern them mainly
through their own native rulers ami

officers.

In addition to 6,000,000 Arabs and

Kabyles in Algeria and Tunis, the

French have to keep an ever watchful

eye on some 2,500,000 marauders in the

Saharan wilds, while their west coast

authorities, must exercise a strong
control over the 7.000.000 Fulahs and

other negroes in the Senegal colony
and the Western Soudan, 2,000,000 on

the Ivory Coast and in Dahomey.
9.000.000 in the Gabun and French

Congo, and a few thousand on the

other side of' the continent, besides

3.500,000 Malagasys.
Germany's burden in the way of de

pendent coloured races is a light one

compared to John Bull’s, her entire
colonial population being consider-

ably under 11,000,000. On the West

African eoast German martinets main-

lain a severe authority over 2,500,000
negroes in Togoland, and 3,500,000 in

the Cameroons. German East Africa

has a native population of some

4,000.000, Swahili Arabs along the

coast and negroes in the interior. The

Damaras and Namaquas of German

Southwest Africa do not exceed 250,000
in number.

In China, from her foothold of Kiao-

chau, the Kaiser’s “mailed fist” may

menace whom he wills.

In the Pacific German New Guinea

includes some 110,000 unkempt Pa-

puans, the Bismarck Archipelago con

tains 188,000, and the Solomon Islands

90,000 specimens of the same trea h

erous and intractable race; 13,010
Polynesians in the .Marshall Islands

complete the subject race bin den of

(lerma ny.
Holland is a very small country, but

still it is the “heart” of a big dominion

over sea. The Dutch colonial empire
in the Indies, East and West, has an

area of 783,000 square miles, and a

total population of 35,000,000, of whom

GREAT BRITAIN’S “BURDEN.”

FRANCE'S “BURDEN.”
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