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YOUTH VERSUS AGE.

Writing recently in ihe “National
Review,” an Englishman maintains
that we are relying too much upon
old men, and points out that “the
generals who made their names an
the side of the North during the Civil
War were ali young men, Grant wns
forty when he commanded at Shiloh;
Sheridan was thirty-three when he
reeeived command of the cavalry of
the army of the Potomac; Sherman,
one of the very best, if not the besr
man that the war produced on either
side, was only forty-four when he
staried forth upon his immortal At-
lanta . campaign. On his side of the
“South, too, the generals were young
Cby modern” standards, “Joe™ Fohn-
ston was only 52 at the ontbreak of
"the war; Lee was fifty-four; “Jeh™
"Stuart was twenty-eight; *Stonewall”
‘Jackson thirty-seven. If we tmrn to
‘our own field army to-day, we, shall
- find that noet one of the officers in
high . command _in "South Africa .is
“under forty.,” These are the ages:--—

Ape, Age,

Gen. Buller ... . 81 Gen. Warren ... 60

fien. Gatgere ... 57 Gew., White .. ... 83
Gen. I4d. Methuen 35

on, Clery ...... &1 T.ord Roberte (... 68

sien. Freoch ..... 48 Lord Kitcheuer .. 30
Gen. Kelly-Kenny G0

And now let us turm 10 the men
who control the fortunes of the Em-
pire to-day. Their nammes and theiv
ages are as follows:— .

. Age.
*Duke Devooshire §7
*T.ak. Lnopsdowne.. o
. Lord Wolseley ., 67

Lord W. Kerr .. 60

T Age,

*lLord Salisbury,. T

My Chamberlalu G4

*Mr A Balfour .. 52
. *Mr Goaclen ...,
*3ir M. Hicks-
Beach .........

*Members of the Defence Committee,

There is no one under ffty in this
“inner ecirele,” The two yonugest
men in the oumber are, rightly or
wrongly, especially identified with

" the want of foresight and preparation
- which has brought the Empire to its
© present pass, Mr Balfour's speeches
show him tc-have beexr blind and ju-
- ¢ifferent to the danger; the plight-of
. eur army in -South Africa, the half
. measures, the -manifest hesitation,
- and the tardiness of the despatch of
" reinforeements, equally conderun Lord
" Lansdowne. :
“Daily News."
&+ + &+
THE EFFECT OF THE WAR ON
CRINE

¥or many years (he best efforts of
social reformers have been directed 10
the consideration of means of Jimin-
ishing erime, Various theories have
been advanced, and different schemes
put into execution with this end in
view. The routine of prison discipline
has been materially altered and the
experiment tried of a more humana
and considerate line of treatment. All
these attempts made so far have prov-
ed more or less unsalisfactory, and the
problem is regarded as one of those
that bLatlle the shrewdest thinkers.
Solutions, however, of such guestions,
or at least practical solntionw, often
turn up in the simplest and most un-
expected ways., From London we
learn that there has been a marked
decrease in’ the number of prisoners
at the winter assives, and in explana-
tion the suggeslon is put forward
that in consequence of so many men
having goue to the war 'In  South
Africa employmend. hus -been. more
plentiful, wilh the result that one of
the clief incentives to crime—want of
work—huas been removed, 1f  this
theory can be accepted to account for
the satisfuctory decrease in vrime we
must, perforce come to the conclusion
that in many instances offenders are
in a sense wore sinwed against than
sinning—that they have taken up armna
againat society because sociely could
not provide them with means of earn-
ing an honest livelihood. The war in
South Atrica has beeu respousible for
many important discoveries in various
directions; but this of the trie rela-
tion between crime amd work Jdeserves
to rank as one of the most striking.
In apite of the pleasure which this in-
genious theory affords, many will re«
muiu sceptical nbout ita moundness
und prefer to think that other aml
magre ubscure cauvses are at work to
bring about the reault which has been
abeerved, Bhould later inveatigationn,
however, support it, then leyistators

will have before them the meaus of
effecting a preat amelioration of sa-
ciety, All they have to do is to pro-
vide work and plenty of it.
+ *» +*
SHOU'LD THE GOVERNMENT CON-
TRIBUTE TO RELIEF FUNDS?2

Tt i not surprising (hints ihe
“Otago  Daily Times™) that many
thoughtful people have experienced

some diffiealty in arriving at a deci-
sion on the question whether it is
right or desirable that public nicney
should be confributed to the Ottawn
Relief Fund—followed now by the fur.
*ther proposal 1o inake a public grant
.to the Indian Famine Relief Fund, On
JMirst thought, at all events, the idey
“appesrs to be of a very grestionable
pounduoess.  Fhe essentinl value of
“charity and generosity lies in their
spontaneons - voluktary character—in
the defivite, conseiour volition of the
:giver—ind there is precious little con-
-setous volition about a Parliamentary
-grant. Motreover, apart from this ase
pect of the question, is Government o
Porliament morally jusetitied in using
public money for these purposes of
outside eharity? We are bound (o say
that, sa far as regards the general

principle, we think ibhat
this question muxst be an-
Bweredd  in the negative; nnd

though we are wmot inclined weriously
to eriticise or deprevate the present
proposals regarding Ottawa and India,
we ouly refrin from so doing in con-
sideration of the exceptional circuwn-~
stances of the mement and in the cons
fident hope that the Uovernments ac-
tion will wot be recognised as a guid-
ing precedent in the future.

) + +* +
TIIE DECAY OF GOOD MANNERS.

The want of mununer, or rather in-
sistence of manner of the rough-ant-
: teady type in our erdinary detsilic
every-day life is. becoming a distinet
T bugbear, 1- do not .mean te say
T Awerites™ a  lady | stgning  herself
- “Mater”)y ' that = society——men . sl
. women of meaans and culture—forgets
- itgelf, and what is expected of s
position and dignity at hone, bt
" abroad it often degenerates into a
- Tough bully, wawittingly, perhaps,
bt none the less certointy, simply in
its craze for living at high pressure,
There are men and, alas! women atsn,
wno have remiided me often of ex-
press lovomotives in full steam, and
rushing  through lite, whether on
business or pleasure Lent, at the
highest “possible speed. One dreads
to imagine what ordinary men nod
women wit! be lile in twenty venrs
time,  The “independent” “wowmnn,
the “new woman” (who invented this
terrille title?), is certainly making
life a tyifle hard far her gentler sis.
ters, let there be independence, an
you will, but without reughness: al
gentlenesy will surely not deteriornte
ability for making A way in the
worll.  For my part, T think the
remedy of the evil of bad manners ix
in the hamnds of our yonng women,
Let them not choke the wamanly
smiic in the maseuline tie ordained
by Dame Fashion. The tie ix chir,
and all the maore chie, enmhined with
a feminine manoer aud expression,
and safely may n charming womaun
wenr what she will and do wiadever
" work her mceuns and position entail

on her, and still remain charming,

+ + +
ERUGER'S PEACE PROVOSALS.

Possibly Dresitent Keuger is pro-
ceeding on the principle of the iiii-
gant who fixes his, or her, damages
ut n preposterous flgure, in the hope
ot getting something. “I'he Largonin-
ing instinet fa jnveterate In the Bocr.
The dealer who contidently azks £50
for his horse and Iy glad to take »
ten pound note has alwnys been the
President’'s model in matters of di-
ploiuac, He may reasen with him-
relt thus: “1f 1 ask for the abroga-
tion of the Londen Convention, and
offer to negotinte on the basis of th
status quo ante bellum, I muy at le
Be permitted to retuin aome partial
independence, snd At the same timn
recure eredit for showing o spirit of
magnanimity nt compromise”  |f
that in Mr Kruper's iden, we foar
{xayn the Cape “"Argus™) that he hax
foiled to granp the altered conditions

or to realise the sacrifices England
and her Empire have made. He hum
now to face the inexorable logic of
events, The sword cannos be shenth-
ed ogain when ita use becomes ine
convenient., IFresident Kruger, at the
beginning of the war, boasied to o
Xew York yellow journal that he
would stagger humanity, He baa
certainly dealt us some hard knocks.
Many a gullani fellow baz fallen, and
the blood of the sons of the Old
Country and of the “native born™
stains the Nouih Africun veldt. Eng-
land did not enter into this war light-
heartedly, or even willingly, It waa
foreed on her, and it is going to be a
“fight to a Hnish.” When the tight
is over we lope in iime lo be friends
again, but any monstrous owrtificial
prace on the lines suggested by some
enthusiasts or fanutics would meun
unemnding trouble for Africa, and an
ultimale renewal of the strife. Un-
conditional surrender is the only

“message England enn accept from the
- Repubtien, and for this the Republics
‘have only themselves to thank.

+_ %

HOW TO ESTIMATE CASUALTIER,

Colonel F. N. Maude, writing in the
“Contemporary Review” for March on
“Mititary ‘Training ungd Modern Wen-
pons,” sets himself to correct some
of the fallacies vurrent on the subject
of the war. The belief that the breecn-
londing ritte and sinokeless powder are
the factors which have revolutionised
modern war iz, he savs, 1 gross rror.
The real ba of jodoment as to the
severity of losses, Coloned Mauile points
out, is the time in which they werm-
puffered, and not the total ninount, am|
he gives the following table of pereent-
age losses per hour in battles between

Europeinn combatants:—
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SHRINKRY

afl elassesr of W frowm the
the lowest, there ixoa pitfall
nE wwen to fll into, and it
e rnFily and pood nature.,
yed by the words, “Come
aoarink.” A alvinl, at all
times of the day and night, is an Kng-
lishman®s idea of hosy v. whether
b s deed whishy amtbsodia ot the
cluly, oF 3 phiss of afe at the hotel.

Oveasianally young wen feel Bouud
to aecepl the<e invitations, 1f place
them in o eharlish, dispgeeeable light
fu have to refuse, anl vet to acceept
too oftent means—-if nothing worse—
a ruinedt constitution pud p diseased
Tiver -nod a vy pl nt ouifit 1o
sturt Life with,

The reesnr thing 1o be
is to be able to relfuse, aiul
refuse praeefnlly,  without
oilenee: wl the best way fo aveil
offvnee is 1t give w0 o very decidel and
abownrirht answer. For instance, if o
friend msks yon into his club for o
brandy -awd-sacty, and you home-anmid-ha,
wmil ntier somethiog abonl being
Busy, and nob having the fimoe, yYour
fricnel may not nanjoustly jump al the
wish 16 avoid his
ng of otfenire and
ment will be {he

you say good-

In
hishest to

considered,
to

ing

LOBRCY e L ST
resntty whereas it
nutnredly:
“Uelighted 1o come with you aml ser
you drink, but my heml won't stanl
wpirits at milday™; or, “l never drink
hetwern menlx) it nudes me o gwfully

secly,” o somethinge of thatl

your i

diately. aud there i no feeling o
unuoyanne about it,

Evervome Lknows young awml smart
men, and alwoays en evidence, whi are
either complete water-drinkers or very
nearly &0, and yet wre  eonsdered
among other youny men of
“first-rate  fellows,™
sorts";  whereas
drinks a greas d
for him in 1he course of the Jday.
aceepts and gives endlesz invitations
to have u drink. ix but very litile ex-
teemed, even by those who

frequently
Fortunate [E3i P
[ in no
tenger consideredd to be one of the

marks of being u well-bred man or a
Cgroaml Tellow™;  w hereas hase the
courage of yonr opi s 1o i
a man a reputation for Deing "o oo,
straight sort of fellow.™
+* + +
DIVORCE LAWS,

The plainti® in a recent Jivinve
cuse sabd he was 1old £ 10 v neveled
w0 secure a divoree. “Thut ix one af
the many lies told abont lawy "

hd i\
barristes Tl Aclemictiog that 40
i the prive of & divores, it may sl
be waid 10 e the Tuxuey oF 1he vhisses,
T is surely g barbarous system Lhatl
allows all sorts of peaple to iush into
marriage and then erects birriers bo
kvep it those poor wretehios wha finsd
that they Dbave committed a serious
ereor of judgment. What goml does it
do  te  Keep twar hopelessly it
i
'lothe lives, when
1 ochaner (o anihe &

assortel prapie tied ke Kitkenny »

ross a b
vither party
happy partne wosuIne O
WMOTe culeet LR LS ORI TS
of the Svaee, which tiet thow ap for
half & crown. seusitbly omiying them
for 1he saumc amount on proved i
pasibility of tempoerament,

ihat the wun il 1he wo-
man, or heeoine o drionkard, nr neglest,
hor for several vewrs: or (hat  the
womin  shalt e anfadthfol e the
wat, and besides 1bese it demznuts
sOe i duaed cash 10 hreak the
hali-a-crtown contvaer, wid most ol

this L4001 hands: over to o meddling
middbenun parasite ealled o
Na wowsler men shivink from wn
where the penaity for making
tithe in their selection of paits
H0 relentless aad irvtiene), St
g0 to prove that in countries whern
divoree laws nre rensonably sy the
e mite of that couwntry ri
rowasting woney on
tinn a sensible Gosvernment  wouhl
first exhunzi all the possibilities of
breedinge its own popabitioo.

+ * +

seems prshalde that

Bines 11

are the prinet agenis which
vey 1he plague microbe from mis fo
human beings, [ am sorp 1 thsn
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AND

CHAMEERLAIN AUSTRALIA,

The presenl position of the {om-
o BIL elearly  shows  thot
ans i iheir own Tittle

fichit for Uome Kule shead of theon
Chuairberinin, the Seeretary of Ktpe
for Colonire  und Imperial

Ix the Cheap ducls

Tl intn @ Roorh

African war to please Rhodes, L
he mn

alistic

He

ment, beiraved Gladstpoe when



