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conquents of the people and farther
triumphe fur eolouiul legislatjion, At
Icust this is what one imagines. It is
not possible 1o picture Mr Beddon
with even a iranslated MHomer or
writing erawmped post cards of lumin.
ois ‘critivism 1o “risiug autbors aod
poets. P'erhaps, however, 1 ain wronp,
and Mr Seidewn can without . these
abils munuge to banish cure.  Any
W one will hope that in his own

way he will enjoy his holiday com-
pletely,

(O 3
THE DANK CLERR'S GHIEVANCE.

JBrery man and awoman in the uni-
verse x prowdiy conscions of u tegitl-
mate grivvimnece, Most of us indeed
huve severul. thangh there is alwaysy
one of which we make t Rort of pet,
pampering it anid feeding it up and
nursing it in our bwsam till.oeccasions
ally i1 grows teo heavy for our
strenteth and overcomes nz. Rut I
douht, if we Inok ut the matter from
an impeesonal anmd impartial stand-
point, if we shall not o)l admit that the
grumble of the bank clerk now ruml-
ling over 1he eolony with eminons

unaniinity, is not the most legitimare |

and natural of ail, o the first place he
has been for years misvepresenied, &
gymbol of o thing that i nat. He haa
Leen referred to as the gilded youth
of colanisd society, and it has been
the fashion to regard him as a sort ot
lotus eiter whe repairs daily 1o o spec-
jes of o Castie of Labolence a1 ten and
emerges therefram at four. The num-
ber of duxs when he is Toreerd to leave
dhis wurk (which has to be done at
anothertimue) bus bren exnpgerated be-
yond bhelirv ¢t e has in chort been
set before U3 ax one of the Inckiest and
laziest oF mortal=, with, as the sayings
goes—lirtle to st and plenty to get.
How far ull thix is renoeved from the
trath tiose of ns who have familiar
seguaintance with the speeies kpow.
It is true that there are in this col-
ony an abnormal aned perhaps execes-
sive number of bank holidays, but as
I have hinted these do not atford any
real release from labour. It merely
means the work has 1o be done at an-
other tine, and nine ont of 1en of the
Lank ofticlits wilt 1wl you that they
woukl far rather not bave the holidag,
the overwork betore and after being
00 big » price 10 pay for "a day off.”
The holdny is therefore we see o
Boliday, atul ix ax mwuch a delusion a=
the popilar belief that the average
elerk, guts down 10 work at ten aml
four, In no office, and in no
5 huve vierks heavier hours.
Nine to fie i3 thie lghtest, und as
everyone who has  puksed  through
town knuws these are merely nominsl,
aud that live nipghts out of The
(hereaboni=. the nufortunate clerk is
forced tu rvtura 0 work till ten, and
on occarions even later. M the puy
were in Voway cmuméensurate with
tue work there would yet be cause for
Tt but as woapatter of foct the
sula are utterly ant of kevping, not
woly with the work demsinded of the
nufertuaate employes, Lat (espevially
in the cuse uf tellers) with the respons.

] I

silill ul rvisk which attach to that
wark, Soane years ago whoen things
were bidd o 1he banking workl, sev-
eral of the hirgesi and  wealthiest

dngidis reslaced thae suaries of all their
empluyees, exeept The mabdgers. Cam
wenting o vhe mutter ol the time 1
remnrkef on the meanness of eutting
down eikries alremdy feo Jow, and
the business iniguity of puying divy-
slencls vt ol the pockets of junior see
vants, ani oue alse sunised that in
the event ol several fat yeoars succeed-

ing thosg =lrous Ivan ones, there
waonld I Torgesinliess absut the

riising, or even the reinstatenent of

t vediced sslarvive, Well, we have
1 ke admitiedly ool hiok
ing renvs of date,  amd dividemds

are Dih, Dt 1 Feae e bk o

traediet e whenn 1 ray the salaries
are sl us ey waere, The pag-
hoaliny b the bauk elerk

rpes il
ax bevn phieaomacnal, bur it seeus us
nmewy 4! the el of it
© e w meandiers have an-
sintentivne ol taking ap
Tis rrivaa ol ing the nost sessiom,
ATter all i we togrinlate 1o profest dabe
wur of ane st we shouyld do so fue
another, ancd the bank elerk, nuders
il nmb overawarked, isegnally en-
tithd 1o proteetion with thie fuctory
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OVEL-SYWORKED 'REMIER

L'k

N one who known the work Mr
Beddon e Iwen deing niove he une
sined the Vremiership will be aur
prived 1o heny that ha Is suffering
fram the mevere sirmin om his powera,
Hirong men freqpuiently imagine thai
na laboiir cnn wear them out. How
soc enties the reb e of coostl-

tution and the exuberant vital tnergy
thel alone com beget such supreme
coufidence. Duil the human frame,
though a wonderfully tough machine,
is mot warranted to last far ever, and
is ns certain to break dawn epeedily
under inconsiderate usage us a steam
engine that is not oiled and con-
staptly driven nt tap speed. Il thete
is one thing certuin in the province
of New Zenland polities, it is that the
office of Fremier ia no sinecure if the
duties of it are discharged as Mr
Beddon haa  discharged them. No
donbt many of thexe duties nre self.
Imposed, nud it woold be perfectly
ensy and much more rearonable that
they should be discharged by subord-
juntes, ¥t Mr Seddon has fullen in
with the custom of his predecessors
of ottending to defwila himself, and
has gone much further than even
they did. so that the pressure of
multitarious tasks that bears on his
shoulders js greater than any previous
minister hus stond or fallen under.
Qutsilers Tave liitle conception of
the work the P'remier gets through in
the six or, rather, [ should say the
seven. tuys of the week, for every
Sunday is not a holiday for him,
There is the ever-recarring cally of
deparimental husiness to be answer-
ed, the thousand outride requests and
complaints 10 be considered, legisla-
tive - problems  to be  pondered,
speeches to be thought over, personal
letters to e written, functions to be
attended. and aver and above, and in
belween there, the interminnble depu-
tutions, Hpeaking of the last, Lord
Tilmerston used to say that he look-
el on deputations as his relaxation,
1 fmagine Mr Seddon roust take much
the same view. Yet deputalions must
seriously «¢lip his time, necessituting
much harder and longer wark to get
thrangh the other duties of the day.
Arduous ax is the Premier’s life at
any time, it is doubly so when Purlia-
meut i sitting  and  the wession
throws its additional Burden on hine.
Then his existence Is literally one of
work, morning, woon  apd  night.
After breakfust he is in his roowm,
and there he sitz until the House
meets ar 2340, snaiching often but
few minutes for luneh.  “The after-
e mbers

noon  sitting  ended, most
Letake themselves fur a walk, and
then hive n comfortuble dinner, The

I"remier has no time for walks, and
dinner is invariabiy n hurried meal,
there heing more work to do before
the evening =ittiug. At the close of
that the widinary member looks for
Lix bed. The Fremier, however, in
numberless instances, seeks lhis desk
once more, nud gets through one or
two hours' wors before he cluims his
well-eared sleep. lmngine this =ort
of thing., with a plentiful admixture
of worry and unxiety, going on for
three or four manths, and there you
Lave what the session is la the Pre-
mier. Nnr does the rising of Parlin-
ment bring leisure to compensate in
any degree for this continuous over-

work., During the recess Mr Seddou
haus his hands fulls ) bhe wonder is

thut bis health Lus =0 leng held aout
uniler this unpaiurgl strain. That
natnre was boumd toe protest before
lange Bis been prophesied for the last
two years. il now that propheey
bax dwen fulfitied,  Nuture has pro-
tested, the dovier hus protested, aud
the voioe of the coluny is protesting,
tan. Lot us hope Mr Sethdon will
give some heed 1o the driple appeasl,

OUR TLLU

TRATIONS,

Mr 1L Geynolil< who Tus een seteet-
ed Lo represeat New Zealand ot the
World's Cyeling Chapionships, 1o e
held in is in Neptember, is well
known  throaghont New Zealamd for
his eonslstend Beillinnt aiding,  Sinee
It e bk earvied off oae or mare nf
the New Zenlami ¢lumpinnships each
cenr, it lues ey 1l to hin ererdil

hampionship of Vietovia, and the
Five Mile Champion=hip of Austra-
Tnsiu. Nuring the past senson Mr
1oy notils I riling moce bril-
tioutly thnn vver, nml thuugh meeting
the erieks of Amerien und Europe
nnder many ahisilvontages we  feet
eapilident fhat be will give 8 good ae-
eount of himseld when the striggle
tor halibing the {itte of world'a cliime.
ulnn vomes tn he mnlertuken, Mr

evnnidn wniled fur EPnris, vin "Frirco,
In the Mnrijpwina on Mowdny, being nc-
companled by Mesars Tierncy and
Preaftin, -two  well-kmown Aockiand
eyclints, wha intend  competinog  in
woime of the principul eventa to be beld
in conuection with the Krposltioo.

A DASHING EXPLOIT.

The story of the eapture of the
train at Spriogfoptein by Captains
Pope Henessey, af the Cape Police,
and Gordon ‘I'nruner (Mentmoreney's
Beouts), the subject of our illustra-
tion, proves it to have been one of the
most daring and auccersful- explolts
of the campaign. Securing s trolley,
the two gallani offcers trollied from
Eethulie until elose to Springfontein
Htation, and under cover of darkness
advanced cautiously right om to the
platiorm. Ino the waiting-room they
Tound aix .Johannesburg burghers
{three Gireeks and three Italiams)
anleep; a few moments sufficed to
secure both guns and men. This
wan barely saccomplished when the
seventh mean (a (German) came into
the room, And was immediately dis-
armed and securect. * . .. . :

Captain  Gordon Turner - -stepped
out on to the platform, and ran right
against the eighth man, also a Ger-
man, who, when in Turner's powerful
grip, meekly consented to relinquish
hig gun and be escorted into the
walting-room.

A tmin was standing In the yard,
and the two gallant officers guickly
interviewed the driver,who was found
10 be an ¥Englishman with strong
pro-Beer proclivities, and imelined to
make a fuss, Arvgument, however,
was broughbt to bear in the shape of a
revolver, alid the determined leok of
the two ofticers soon conveyed to him
that resistance was useless, and ke
consented to their proposals. In a
few minuies the engine, with twenty-
three trueks, some laden with provi-
siond, guns, and ammunition {(mostly
Martini-Henry), wus gaily steaming
to Bethulie, which wuag rTesched
shortty before midnight, and handed
over to {ieneral Gatacre, who highly
complimented the two gallant officers.

Frevious to leaving Springfontein,
the two officers interviewed the sta-
tiopmaster of Sprivgfontein, nuil
with due formality clumed all the
bnildings, rolling stock, etc,, as enp-
tured by Gafacre's division,

Abeout three o'clock the next mora-
ing the General, with his staff and
some wen, toek train te Springfon-
tein.  Vhile enguged in an office
abput ten minutes after his areival,
ienernl Gatucre heard a voice clnim-

ing the stution, ete,, as his. prize.
The (ieneral and his staff oficer
thereupon went outside, and came

face to face with fieneral I"ole-Carew,

. who had just arrived with the Guards

(Foot) Brigade by train from Jagers-
tontein road. Mutual courtesies were
exchangesd,. and the fact explalned
that for nearly twelve hours the sta-
tion hud been in occupation of Gat-
acre's division,

THE COUNCIL OF WOMEN,

The Nuotional {ouncil
sat in Dunedin last week . deliberat-
ing and wettling a secore and mere of
the knottiest problems of the Jday.
Rtranpge as it may seem their work
in this respect excited little comment
ar interest in the colouy . geunerally.
amd it was owing to quite another
circumstance than the fuct that the
hady had grappled and overthrown
# ¢doven modern hyvdras that the ma-
Jjority  of New Zealonders became
aware of its existence, Some pro-
Howr sentiments expressed by one o
nore of the delegntes during the dis-
cuwsion on militavism and arbitration
—mere obiter divta. of an excitable
orator—offended the patviotie i1soul
of Dunedin, and the Mayor, who had
promised  to tuke ‘he c¢hnir at- the
Counvil’s rapversuzione an Saturday,
wrote intimating ihat  ofter  the
opinions expresed he must decline as
o loyal Ivitisht subject to fultil that
proquise. Thereupen o deputation
from the Council waited on His Wor-
whip und explained that the expres-
sions were those of mewbers aml
thut the body as g whole wus not
vommittesd ta any opinion on the
preseat evisik, ‘The Mayor, however,
wis relentless, and on Ssturday be-
fore it conelutded ite detlberntions the
Connell nedeavoured  to soothe its
tronbilesd wonl and vindicate jtself by
jinsaing 4 unnnimous resolintinn to the
effect that “the. Council of New Zen-
Innd Women rirongly feel that ss
every eollective body le aublect to in-
dividunl  tifferencen the peaples of
Thredin should be alile to recognise
thut the utterances of pome of the
Council’'s mrmmbers with regard to the
present erinis do_not ‘express the coul-
victiomn of ithe Cauncll en & whoie,”
Alun and' mhnek;” true ennigrh thawgh
that may be, I am afraid that such
rh explanation wiil mot sutlaly & -

of Women .

triotic publie, which In spite of 1t will
continue ta regard the Council as the
nmidus of dislevnlty. On more " than
one occasion has the body offended
the susceptibilitiea of the community
and provoked its ridicule, and its ene-
mies have bLeen lying in wait to de-
nounee it. Now is tlieir epportunity,
and they will not fail to take ad-
vantage of it.

A THRILLING EXPEKI-
EXNCE.

XNestling clore to other comfortable
residences jn Featherstone on the Te-
Wharepouri Creek is the romfortable
home of Mrs I'¢terson, Here a re-
porter  elicited a remarkable story
from Mrs Peterson, It related to the
daughter of the house, who rejoices
in the pretty and uticommon name of

Petrea. TLis young lady, who ia
about 21 yenrs of age and of pre-
possessing appearance, subsequently

volunteered the foilowig statement.

“When I was 13 I begun to suffer
with heart palpitation, swollen legs,
loss of sieep and appetite, cramps and
gididiness. The cramps were so pain-
ful that I would scream with pain;
often when walking I became giddy
and had to catch at something to
eave myself from falling. Althoupgh
treated by several clever dooctors, my
illness increased, and I became a
sufferer from pains near the heart,
I was so pale and weak that my rela-
tives thought I wonld die, I noticed a
case in the “Kvening Post” somewhat
similar to mine, which bad been cured
by Dr, Williams' pink pills, and somwe
were bought for me, After even a
few doses [ seemed fo feel better,
and when I had used several boxes
the improvement was noticeable. I
continued with them unfil quite cured,
aml my improved appearance is s gub-
ject of remark. My mother has alse
benefited by Dr. Williams' pink pills,
in addition to three of my friends,
and as we are always recommending
them their populatity in the district
is very great,”

Tn alinost every mneighbourhood a
similar cnse might be heard of, for
there is hardly a town where there

_are mot some people. once suffering

invalids, whe hare Deen restored to
health by D, Williawns' pink pillse The
disorders they have cured include
paralysis, consumption, brenchitis,
rheamatism,- sciatica; blood impover-
ishments, rickets, indirestion, all
forms of female weakness, and hys-
teria. They are x tonic, not a purga-
tive. Substitutes are offered by some
few retailers; there is no instanee on
record in which a substitute has bene-
fited any one. I¥. Williams' pinlk pills
are sold by the Dr, Williams' Medivine
Ca, Wellington, three shillings per
Lox, six boxes sixteen and six, post
free, an? by chemists nnd storekeepers,
But mind you ask for Dr. Williams",
The genuine are never loose or im
bottles.

Wealth of
hair is wealth
indeed, espe-
cially to &
woman.

Every other
physical at
traction is
secandary to
it. .

If your hair
is too thin or losing its luster,
get— -

Growth
becomes
vigorous
and all
dandruffis
removed.

It always restores color to
gray or faded bair. Retain
your youth; don’t look old
before your time. - -

Dr. Ayer's Sarsaparilla puri-
fiee the blood. and clears the
complexion. *© .
ST prepared by
Dr. J. & Ayer & Co., Lowsll, Mase., U 5. &




