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KEVERSES THAT LED TO
VICTORY,

Progresa without a check vecurs &0
seldomu thut it were wise not to ex-
pect it. No matter whether it be the
individunl etrivimg for an object which
he has set his beurt upon attaining,
or the Lusiness firm engaged in fore-
ing its wuy to the foremost runks of
commeree, or the g&-neml who is lewd.
ing an arny inta the enemy’s terri-
tory to aveunge or uphold the bonour
of his own country, all must expeci
checks and rebutfs, po matter hawe
well they think they have hid their

pans.

But to thos: who possess grit and
ro such checks serve only as stimu-
lauts to greater exertions. The fact

that they are held stationary for
time stifens their verve and makes
them more determined than ever tu
reach the goal. A reverse in no wisg
signifies defeat, for by its effect i3
really brings men nearer to ultimate
vietory, as they push forward with
the grim determination that sweeps
away every obstacle. History furnish-
es abmutant proof that It‘;hiea i Thore
gspecially applicable to Hritons an
lop::l-ny v.ihclrpmen on the face of the
globe. .

With us 2 check is a marul vietory.
Our encmies, who loudly expressed
their opinion that we should soan be
sueing for peace in eonsequenee of the
check to our advance in Sauth Africa,
have had this fully demonstrated in
them by the magunificent response of
Tiritons to the call to armns. Hui they
ought mot to have needed this proof.
‘the history of our conntry is full of
confirmations, and even the past fifty
years will give us many brilliant ex-
amples. One of the mast brilliant
episodes of the siege of Sehastopol was
the attiack on the Redans, the Pritish
making the assault on the Great

Redan and the French operating
uguinst the Little Redau.  The attack
is wsunlly called a sucvessful one, al-
though we were compelled ta fall back

ufter = nury encounter.
lently understood
iven to us would

only stimulute us to a grenter effort,
amd in the night they wisely abamdan-
ed the southern ports. This wus an
eloquent tribute to British tenscity.

The Indian Mutiny afforded severnl
instunces of reversex lending to vietor-
jex, but we will confine our atlention
to ane. Amongst the struggles in
anmd around Cawnpore there was one
oun  November 27th, when il
lior rebels
The rebels ook
part of the cit pd the prospects of
the Dritish foree did not ook very
great, but the victory followed prompt-
Iy. Onr the very next day Sir Colin
Campbell arrived at Cawnpore, defent-
e the rebwls with great slanghter and
retook the ¢ity.

When we decided to  punish  the
Zulus for raids epon the British ter
ritory awl outrnges upon sarrounivling
peoples, incluading thaose of the Prans-
virul, the Boers were glad that they
were atnexstl to s Power capable of
crushing their hereditary foes.

Windham attacked the
sedl.

il was reg

We sent out a foree inadequate for
the purpose, and our advance  was
checked hy the reverse at Isandnla in
Jannury, 1879, Once more the effect
wis to ensure the hetter nccomplish-
ment of the task in hamd. Tt nerved
us. aned we went at it with our innate
bulldogr tenacity. Reinforcements were
prompily dispatehed, and at [Nundl
King Cetewayo learnt to his sorrow
the exact signification of u “eheek® to
Niritain.

Our next exnmple is peculincly ap-
propriate at the precent time, inmis-
mnek as it gave General Sir Frederick
(now Tord) Roberts The opportunity
af execnting the remarkable exploit
that madle him famons, and it angurs
well for the resnlt of the campaign
whirh he has just undertaken to ¢an-
duet.

In July, 1850, the troops of the weak
Shere A5, who had been made YWall
duhar Ly the British, revolted aud
wil the urmy of the rvbel Ayoob
Khan, Genersl Borrows maurched to
Maivumd amd with an inferior foree
made an attuck on the strongly en-
trenched  position ocenpied by the
rebels, but after s desperate fight be
was competled to withilrw, onr fosa
being heavy., A forivight later Rol-
erts left Cabul with & force halfl un
numercous s Ayvool’s,  every  man
strong in the detern tion fhat the
previous check shoulil only e A step
16 victory.

.-

n S(‘plﬂnlwr 1 the fTwo ar
ned  Avaol was wtterly ro
conep and w1l hisx cannon Tat
awr huds.

ny intn

. wiix the seene

of 1 reverse ey Hh, 1NN
0 was e o hody of
fraops t the rebelx,
completely  alefented.  Al-

thowrh this was not o British reverse,
in the strict sense of the word, ns the
tronps  were ptinn, yet it wax o
check to the re-conguest of the Son-
dan, in which the country wus so
much interested, and we took it to onr-
welves. The vietory in this case fol-
Inwved closely on the heels of the
check; on February 29th (ienern Gira-
ham atticked fhe rebels with a British
foree of only one-thind their nnmber,
and, after n desperate encounter, total-
Iy routed them. Our loss in killed was
ahout thirly. whereas the enemy lost
nearly two thousand.

In the enarly days of 1821, Manipur, a
small, native stute adjoining Assum
aml Bermah, gave us another example
of a cheek, accompaniel with brillinnt
heroistn. and  followed by complete
victory, Mr (rimwood wns ordered to
puxh on form Assam to Manipur with
a sl feree, in order to recognise the
Nepent, and remove the Senaputti:
they wore unable to effeet their abjeet,
and Mr Grimmwooill and ofhers weree
treacherously murdered.  After =ome
fiphting our men were compelled to

withdraw and march back to Lakhl-

pur, umd, in the meaot Licut.
Girant and eighiy men from
Hurmah 1o Mani

i annad imot
Hed Iwfoare an
Mingrent guder L
pur wheseriead,

t
Temtok his
Al

jh ilish
Lant. Ma

nalives pradually returaed to their
howes, while the Repent, the
pritti, and >

tr
werined by o
ain, aml ix suliject to e b
Yeranen

The tragedy of Khartowwm in Joann-
ary. 1SS when (he Follow of 1he
ralled Ikeek the advaber of eivil-

sh i

stopped The progress of

wilh e for ever

ne clear that this

ense where the objoct o b

tined must e orenched slowly bat
=teadily: the vietory that must foltow
the cherk would uol be gained by o
unick of that
saswerving  determinntion thragh

years of work that is just ns ch
tic of our race as the
e ind dashing exploit,

The work was begun, and for the
greater part of the filtern yeurs that
have nearly elapsed it has been in
the eare of the soldier who is now in
Bouth Africa ng Chief of Staff to Lord
iltermination that
«f, he ha nrried on
that work step Iy step, and alwnys
petting nearer, nutil the thne was ripe
for the finul bInw. Then that final blow
was gtrock, and the Rondan wis con-
wnered for liritain, Fgypt and civilisa-
Lion_

H vl
brilliant

That we ren w0 ealm ander the
cheelk 1o progre 1 Rt Africa newill
na surprise, for we know (hat
will enly lend o victory, as it al-

avs does, The Rrits ever know
when they are beate =il Nupaleon,
The reaseun is pkiin--we never are
beaten.

WAITING FOR PEARS.




