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H Baven of Resl.

Old Age Pensioners Spending the
Evening of their Days at the
) . Costley Home.
¥ '

On this page we give some por-
traits of a few of the oldest recipients
of the old age pensions in the colony,
who are ending their long and in
many cases eventful lives in the home
set apart for the aged by the benevo-
lence of the late Mr Costley. With one
exception all are ia the best of
apirits and are an cheery and chatty
a a6t as you might meet in the pro-
verbial day's march, They are happy
and contented in their surroundings
as well they may be, for the super-
visor and matron, Mr and Mre Moss,
are most kindly and sympathetic
in looking atter the comfort, and
what is as important in the case of
the very aged, the whims of the in-
mates of the Home. All are delight-
ful 1o talk to, and are willing to en-
tertain you +with stories of past days.
One old lady is a victim of the ultra-
Calvinistic belief that she is eternally
damned, and this npaturally gravely
affects her spiritsa. She mneverthe¢less

congented to have her photo taken,
but opined that both she, the photo-
grapher, and the writer would be bet-
ter accupied in preparing for the com-
ing fate awaiting them in the next
world.

Anna Albretchter, German, aged 82
years. Is an old and much respected
eglonist. 'Fhe old lady wms com-
pelled during the year "97 to seek and
zain admission to the Costley Home,
because of the weaknees and inecapa-
city incidental to her extreme old age.

Jozeph Webb, aged 90.
nuan caome gut to the colony

‘This old
in the
man <-war “Emma™ with Governor
Hobson, 10 the enpacity of valet, in the
Year 1840. He belleves himself to be
the oldest living colonist. He kept
the Idevoushire IHotel in Wyndham-
sireet during the year 1845 and three
succeeding  years, During 1845 he
owned the rucehorse “Tumpain,” with
which he won the firat ruce ever won
on Potter's Paddock. The old fellow
feels proud of this achievement. He Is
still vigorous physically and bright
mentally.

Margaret Thompson. Aged 77. She
has been In the colony for from 36 to
37 years. This old lady is, snd ha»
been, much respected, and was com-
pelled ahout three years ago to seek
the eare anl shelter which the Costley
Home aifords as a refuge from the
storms of life which her advanced age
ill-fitted her to bear.

- Mary Ann Grant. age 75. Has re-
sided in the colony about 37 year=.
Bhe came with her hushand who waa
a volunteer in the militia, in which he
saw active service in the Maori war.
Her husband died ten yesars ago, since
which time she was sorely pressed hy
adverse circumstances until her ad-
mission to the Costley Home nearly
two years ago, which means for her,
she thinks, & new and extended lease
of life.

Marguret Gruham, aged 76, in De.
liovedd to have been in the colony u
great many years, and has been o re-
sidlent of the Costley Home since it

was opepned, nearly ten years. She fo
a Scotech woman, and labours under
the detusion thai ahe ju “lost, lost,
etornally lost™—a victim to the very
benevolent teachings of orthodoxy.

A physiognomical study, depicting
the hopelessness of morbid despair a»
apposed to the philosophy of healthy
hupe, eh?

Alice Kuy, supposed to be nearly, if
not over, one hundred years of age.
She came to the colony in the very
enrly days, and met with the custom-
ary hardships of pionecering. She re-
sidled for a number of years in the
Costiey Home, and passed “beyond the
veil” on the 14th December, 1899, She
stated wiith much pride ihat she had
never taken a dose of medic’ne of any
kind in her whole life. Thongh some-
what coarse and uncouth exteriorly,
she was neverthetess kind and tender
to a degree.

oF .t

John Graham, aged 80, Scoteh. This
old man came 40 the colony about 345
years age in  the ‘brig  * Moa,”
Captain Robertson. He is a master
mariner, having been in command of
various coastal vessels for many years
suhsequent to his arrival, nntil failing
evesight ecaused him to relinquizh his
profession and seek admission to the
Cogtley Home.

susnn Duneen., Aped 839, Came aug
to New Zealand with her husbanitd, an
Imperinl pensioner, whe thinks from 40
ta 50 yenrs ago. She has witnessed
muny stirring events in the colony's
history. Ter husband hua been dead
o yeurs this Christmms, 90, The old
" ained herself In compara-
omfort mntil old age forced her
to seck ahelter in the Auckland Re-
fuge, whenee she was transferred with
the other Inmaten ta the Costley Home
an July Lith, 1n60,

BLECTROPLATING RODIES,

THE LATEST EMBALMING IDEA.-

Among the topicr constantly agitat-
ing social and sanitary experts are the
The

dficulties of urban repnlture,
larger cities no longer tolerate |
in the vemeteries within their I .
The egpense atid tronlde that this pro-
hibition involves have given rise to the
aliernative jdens of incineration aund
ovher similar methodu for the digposni-
tion of the dead. Ho many details ol
the presentway of condueting funernls
have been deveioped by the proprea-
sive upirit of the times that it iz ne
wonider that in this peculinr field ol
there should Be an  appHeation ol
acientifie elements.

Thig is the age of electricnl wonders
The area of human affairs into whicl:
the mysterious eurrent «doez not run
and revolutionise inti condifions
is practically wnknown, T
of the *“great majority
fieid of operation.

A scientist of most advaneed electri-
cal ideas, who recently retucned fron
Jurope, is the ndvocate of au appli
tion of electrieal methads for the pre
servation of the dewmd. He holds thay
his experiments prove it notl only en-
tirely practical, but the gentine end
of the age system of permmnent em-
balming. He has been a
student of Egyptology, and is familiar
with all the discoveries made in the
disintegrating of the mummies from
their ancient coverings.

Puring o stax in Home he visisted
the famous Cemetery of the Capn-
chins, under the church of that owder,
in the Pinzza de Cappuecini. Here
the vaults contuin tombs with earth
from Jerwsulem. When new inter-
ments are to be made the bounes long-
est undisturbed in these vanlts am
taken aut. From these the nost
ghnstly decorations for the walls and
roef huve been fashioned. While look-
ing at the crumbling remaink of the
four thausmmt departed monks Jhned
up against the walls it ocenrred 1g
him that if the lLodies were only
ireated to the electrical process by
which they could Le encfised ju a2
metallic surface they would ihux e
presevved intaet and life-like far al
time.

Experiments followed which the
scientist regards as highly satisfact-
ory. To those unfamiliar with the
process of electro-plating it muy e
said that to have a thin film of metal
deposited on the desired surface it ix
first covered with plumbago—muore
familiar to wn-scientific ken in stove
polish, Then with an acid Bath e
the electric current the transfer is
effected.

Ordinary metallic plaitings of tnble
ware and other articles of famk
use are cominen enough, buot exper
menls had to show that the idea was
#lso npplicnble to other swbstinces.
Ment  and vegetuble fibres were so
freated to his sntisfaction and then
he advanced to his embalining theory,

In this the body is prepored us for
ordinary embalming. ‘The vi
removed aml @ preservative |
injected inte the veins. A coating or
metal applicd by the  electrophving
procees then hermetically encascs the
whole frame and it is preserved in-
tact for ever.

In this cuter shell gold, silver, cop-
per or nickel conulid be uysed to suit. the
purse and fanry of those having the
embalunnent. dohe., With it coflins
and caskets con e done nwoy wilh,
A man could perpetunte himself in
enduring  brass  or more precious
metals.

o HUMBUGGING OFFERE OR
N CONDITIONS 10 COMPLY WITH.
FREE. FREE. "REE.
in order to introduce cwr Goods Into
every home, a Ladles’ or GQent's Mexlenn
8ilver Watch Chnin and Pendant wil
be presenied entirely free to each pur-
chase, of one pair of our Bpeclal Cuoft
Links. price 4/8.  FPlease note thal we
tend the Watch Chain and Pendant « an-
plete In case with warranily along witn
1he Cuff Links immediately we recelve
your 1"0. or slamps Tor 4/ 1"
three =tamps  exira are
Koods will  be sent by regislered
THoNL, and thereby mave Aany rink
of breskage, Addreas: Introducirt Com-
puny, Low 459, Auckland, New Zealand.
TESTIMONIAL.

Cuba-st,, Wellington.

Dear Blvs,—I recelved your Cuff Linka,
apo Watch Chaein and Pendant. I must
cenfess 1 4ld not expeet 10 get the Watch
Chiin and Pendant, ad there ate so many
miznleadIng advertisemenis In the papers
now. However. [ enclose 49 fof anoiher
Palr of Cuff Links., nlong with & Walch
Chale and Pendant for a lady friend of
mine.—R. MOCHK.

ehclosed,



