faturday, Pebroary 10, 1000, THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC,

2

e e
e
/

B ITNG SO SRIFLLERY
st PSS TROIT

e, o re
1S
'; \Q" 4

",

BOLR HEoVY ARTLERY

Hans Smit—Boer.

A SHORT COMIPLETE 8PORY OF
THE TRANSVAAL.

1 first nuwle the acqraintewce of old
Haps Smit during the latier part of
1496, Smit # o cOmMmon name in the
Transvunl, amd Hans wae & fair speci-
men of the family. He is—or rather
waa, for itans hus recently joined his
forefuthers—a  typical stolid, blear
eyed, marrow-minded septusgenarian
of the Dopper braod of Dutchman;
highly religious, parsimonious, and
the very man to keep 4 keen eye on
over a dead in stock, mealies, or forage,

I had 10 make a journey up into the
northern  districts  on  preparatory
businesz in connection with an im-
portant enginesring scheane, and it
wus during this trip | first struck the
old farmeer, During a severe thun-
derstorm | wag forced to meek shelter
at a farm 1 ospied Just off the main
1rack, not froam choice, but from sheer
necossity, as the nearest store was
ten miles aheid. It chaneed to be
the homstewl of Hons Smit,. He eved
me suspicicusiy  from  his shehtered
seat on the stoep as [ rxle up and
craved  permirsion for o temporary
shelter for mysel’ and beast, A suwm
as 1 hiwl opened my mouth and dis-
played o lamentable ignorance of the
taul (the Dopper  vermicubur), aml
spue hesitation jn expressing 11,
he commenved to curse volubly his
hEampuage (it's & way most religions
Dutelnnen have), and swore that never
a rooinek should eross hir threshold,
and ostentationsly ealledl for his rife.
Then twe of his sons appesred from
within, and in broken HEnglish—so |
might nniderstand a little of what was
meint, 1 presume—joined in the tir-
ade, T waited untdl they were seem
ingly exhavstend, and then politely aod
diplomnticatty referred to my hapless,
wsoitkedd  condition, o mwentioned
something abont being connected with
a riilway which might benefit, the
farm shauld it be fonud practicalile
o construet in the Toeality. 1 alse
had n fiask of gin, plenty of tobweco,
and would pay handsomely for necom-
modition, “They wavered for just o
minnte, and after a whispersl eon-
sulation hetween the trio, 1 was gr.
--ionsly awMowed to descend, and a3 Kaf-
tir ealled to attend the horse. The
outcome of it all wae, they eventunlly
made a big hole in my tobacco, polish-
ed off the pin, and borrowed a sove-
reign in advance to send to a store for
another round, which in rome mys-
tericus manner failed w0 turn mp. A=
the rain shll kept an, and the dav
was already far advanced, I waa wl
mately oebliped to accept their hospi-
tality for the night. And such a
night! At sundewn we supped en
faumille of loer meal bread and bil-
tong, washed down with o weak,
greasy fivid [ learned to be coffee,
At seven we retiredl.  The farm-honse
eonsiatedl only of a general Tiving-
room find @ stuffy loft ehove, renclied
from the outside by means of @ rie-
ety TIndder.

His two sons” wives and their eipht
lantern-jaowed, pale-fuced dlaughters, of
apes ranghng from six to twenty, oo
cupid the lower apartment, deposit-
ing themselves on the single edstead
ot the establishment, and when that
wus repiste, about the floor on skins
and sacks. | had the pleasiure of shar-
ing the wpper storey with oll Huns
nmil his sons and their male progeny.
Hans hiidl sort of half-npologised for
the limited accommodntion al his dis-
posal. for his fanily cirele wus tem-
porurily extended. The previdence of
rinderpeat and Government testriokion
of ox transport bad  rendersd them
unabie to proceed as vaunl to 'retoria
for mmhtmanl (@ national religions
festival celebrated periodically), and
therefore they hadd gmthered together
ot the farm that Satunlay night to
worxhip the following day on their
own aevount. Amd they diil it. Shori-
Ty after three I was aroused from o
fitful wlnmber by someone bolow pick-
ing ontthe nodes of n hymn tune. with
painful muosici] effect. on A wheesy
voncertinn: the shrill soices of the
children and women folk jeining in
in  gquestiounble  time  and  melody.
Then Jan, one of the song, rose from
hin coueh alongside me, and informmm)
me that the featival had commenced,
and that we should descend. 1t hnd
to be sulfered, 1 tolld myself; but the
fight wina one T am glad now 1 wan
ennbhxd to withems, The antire frnily
gntherwd dogether in the grey, chilly
Auwn, with stern-ret f4 {old HiHter-
ute Hank in the centre, with a grensy-
thimbed fumily Hible upen his knees
—open only for the snke of appeur-
ances aid usvlems for reference—giv-




