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Bishop's Citrate of Lithia is
a very effective and pleasant
remedy for the relief and
cura of Gout, Rheumatism,
Gravel, Stone and allied dis-
eases. The regular use of

BISHOP'S CGITRATE of

Lithia as a heverage with

meals will complataly ward
off an attack of Gout
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"DRAWING CLOSER.

The tide

. ony, and little placea which were al-
ways regarded as away from even the
minor channels of current public feel-
ing ere in & state of flood. Indeed, it
seerus not unlikely that before long
we shall have become more fervid in
our patriotism, more devoted in our
loyalty, and more abandoned in ocur
generogity than the folks in the 0id
Country. Weé bave been taught to re-
gard tha true nerve centre of In-
perialirm ap situated in Grear Britain
itself, but one is sometimes tempted
to think that it bas shifted to the
colonies. We appezr to be so active
in our enthusiazm, so deeply moved.

To borrow a honrely simile, we know |

" very well that it is the dog that wags

of Tmperialisin  rises )
higher every day throughout the col-

. the, tail, and not the tail that wags '
. the dog, though the restlessness of
..4he caudal appenduge might suggest -
~ that the vital forve of the animak hud
its seat there: but really in the case ”
of the colanies and the Mother Coun--

try, the law that holds pood with
the canine is by no means so well
established. The forces of Imperial-
ism ave working just as strongly at
the circumference as at the cventre of
the Empire. All aronnd, on all sides,
marked centripetal tendencies are
drawing the colonies inwards,
the general tendency throughout na-
ture is rather the reverse. "The young
birds " and
bouse and wever return; the hive year

after year sends off its swurms, which ~
form communities quite ajart froin the -

origina! one.. To pass to the history of
eoloninl development in the past, one
finds stmilar tendencies at work, Fhe
American  colonies wrenched them-
selves apart fromn the Motherland; and
many predicted that svoner or later
these colonies of to-day would follow
America’s example. DBut on the con-
trary. we find not a trace of the dis-
Integrating spirit, but a stronger de-
sire -than ever to cleave. to the old
land, Ouat of the perfeet . independ-
ence -in-which we have been nurtured
sinee par birfh as colovies has. ¢ome
- the true hnperial spirit. The germ of
- it was  really planted when the
v “Maother Country '
-"ment gf these- lands iuto dur own
+ hands, reserving nothing, it ‘may be
s.aid, but the right to protect us in
time of danger. Events are daily
proving how great has been the suc-
cess of that experiment in colonv
making, and justifying the policy of
non-interference,
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THE MOST POPULAR COLONIAL
PASTIME.

What is really the most popular of
our pustimes in this colony? At first
sight the answer seems obviouws, and
the unmiversal verdict would give the
pride of place to either football or
cricket, Hut, while these are umn-
questionably in one sense the nationnl
games, I doubt it they really are the
most popular from the point of view
of owmber of people playing them,
and from the enthusiasm manifested
in the games by players, DBoth
cricket and football are, if ohe may
&0 express it, spectacular pames, and
rely more for their popularity on the
number of persons who gather to
witness the games, than on the actual
number of persond who enihusiasti-
cally engage in them. In the foot-
ball season a lerge section of the com-
munity in these colonies centrea ita
entire interest in life on football, bat
90 per cent. of these enthusinsts have
never played the game themselves, and
are interested in football eonly as spec-
tators, amd, of ‘course, crities. The
same, to a glightly more madified
extent, prevails in cricket, and I reatly
think that if we were to decirle what
iz the most popular pastime from the
number actually interested in the
same from a playing standpoint, we
®hould have to give the palm to bowlsl
The oldest of all English pastimes,
"bowls, hias taken a hold In the colonies
which eeems to increawe every year,
and ro far a8 New Zealand i con-
cerned we believe that in proportion
to her inhabitanta there are morae
greens and more players within her
shorea than inm any other portion of
Her Majesty's dominfons. The ever-
growing popularity of (he ancient
gome in this colooy iw eany to under-
wtand. Our cllmaiic conditions (en-
pectally in the North) are extremely
favourable thereto, in the first place,

Now, ~

beasts leave the purent -

gave us the povern- .

. eommon

Topics.of the Week.:

The sub-tropical heat and relaxing
effect of our summer months incline
attention to a gume which combinen
the most extreme exercise of skill and
the maximum of excitement, with the
minimum of violent physical exertion,
such aa has to be exerciged in cricket,
tennis, and in ita season football. The
only possible rival of bowls in the
direction of mild exercise combined
with skll] is golf, and though we hear
much of the “golf fever,” ete., that
game can pever be mentioned in the
snme breath with bowls, so far as
general popularity is concerned. Golf
is essentially a game of the elasses.
In New Zenland we have no aristo-
eracy, mor have we any “gentry" in

the sense that word is used in county !
cireles in England—no class, that is to .
say, which claims and is accorded a .
certain position from the creumstance -
of birth, quite apart from wealth or

other worldly circumstances. Our ooly
classes nre ihe small ones we set up

for ourselves, which depend on the |

varions armgunts of money owned by
individuals, Golf, thena, in New Zea-
land is the game of our moneyocracy,
and of the moneyocracy alone. Dowls,
on the other hand, is unfettered by
any such restrictions, and it iz no
small part of ils value to the com-
monwealtth  that its  whole ten-
dency is to antterly break down the
¥ulgnr distiuctions and barriers of
wealth. ot of which we with such
execrable taste nre perpeinally endea-
vouring to build up local class dis-
tinetions, in absurd imitation of those
which exist from natural causcs in the
0ld Country. This is no doubt sno-
ther reason for itz constantly increas-
ing popularity. The gume is, wmore-
over, remarkable at the present time
for the generosity it bringa out in the
matter of giving trophies for tompe
tition, 1 de not think there is any
game or pastime which can compare
in this matier, even in the most dis-
tani manner, with bowis. Ome is per-
petually hearing of this and that well-
known firm muking some splend’d pre-
rentation for competition by ane or
other of the clubs in the colony. Ob-
viously. then, bowls makes men gene-
Tous and .open-handed. The game
has by no means always been regnrded
with such favour as it is at present.
1t was at one time regarded us a
gadless and wicked form pf amise-
ment, and bewling greens and bowling
alieys were held up to exegration as
places of vice and debauchery. No

© doubt. some of them were no better

than they shoulid be. but the real rea-
son for the suppression of the greens
in the reign of Heary IIL, was that
the King feared thst so much time
was being devoted to the fascinations
of bowls that tbe voung men would

neglect the practice of archery, in
wliich our army had always excelled,
and which was of the most paramount

importance, Edward 1. and Henry
Vil confirmed imws agalnst bowling
in public places, Anyone worth over
£100 o year conld be grunted a license
to play privately in  their owa
grounds, but public alleys were sup-
posed to be sternly suppressed. Neo
doubt the lnw was counstantly evaded,
and, indeed, pretty gencrally disre-
garded, but in the reign of tieorge II.
offenders were committed to prison,
and bowling alleys were once and for
all stamped out. A species of nine-
pins reigned in its stead for a short
time, but goon ddied dewn. As soon
a8 the game was ountlowed for the
peopie it Decame highly
fashionable in what Mr Toole would
call the “hupper succles™: indeed
towarTds the end of the eighteenth
ecentury and the beginning of the
nineteenth no gentleman’s grounds
were consilered complete without a
green., Tut as a club or popular game
bowls did not revive till well on into
the present ecentury, though there was
a howling clab estallished in Glakgow,
ond called the Willowbank Club, ab
the very commencement of the present
century. Tt is, however, only im the
last decade that bowling has gained
the enormons hold it now has on the
affections of the public, a hald which,
judging from the Century Tourna-
ment now drawing to its close, iy des-
tined to incrense 08 enormously In the
future az it has In the past
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TIE VERY TATEST PROIIBITION
PLATFORM.

1t is frequently armerted that the
proudest boant of a4 Hritixher is thnt
he mever knows when be Ia braten.
In cowomon fairness to that hard-
fighting body, the Prohibition laa-

ceerned,

gue, it must be sdmitted that the
fanatics of the temperance movement
sre imbued with this churasteristic
10 a truly remarkable extent. Not
only are they satistied with the terrifie
thrashing bestowed on themn at the
recent licensing and general elections,
but 1hey have actually osonvinced
themseives thut the afovesaid thrash-
ings—which were of the completest
description—were in reality glorjous
victories, and on the strength of thess
they are now setting up a platforn,
which excefs all previeus efforts in the
direction of absvlutism and thorough
going tyranny. ‘Fhey now propose
the unconditionsl amendment of the
Constitution of New Zealand, on tha
sis:—""I'hat no peracn shull, within
the colony of New Zealand, manufac-
ture for sale, or for gift, any intoxi-
cating liquor, or import any of the
raine for ibe sale or gift, or in keep,
or sell, or offer the sume for sale ur
goft, barter, or trade, a8 a beverage,
'the House of Lepresentaives shall by
law preseribe regulations for the en-
forcement of 1he provisiong of this
article, and shall therely provide suit-
able penalties for the violation thexe-
of,” s

" So far as the muuufacture of beer,
wine or spirits in the colony is con~
the first clauge Ia  elear
1t must cense absolutely.

enough,

© The breweries must be closed, the hep
- fields
.- lowed to relapse info a state pf wil-

destroyed, the vineyards nl-
derness, and the cider orcharde be
left nnreservedly to the attentions o!
the codlin moth. It is when we come
to the mutier of importing, that mat-
ters pick up a certain interest. 'This
clause is by no menns o clear 8s the
fornier, but as 1 read it, 1 take it that
if this arrangement becomes the law
of the land, T may not import any
inspiriting and intoxicating liquor to
=ell, give, barier, or exchange, but
that L may do so for my own por-
sonal consumptign if I de so choose.

1f this is so—and thiz is the way the
clause will read to most persons, New
Yealand will become a country with
singularly quaint customs. Those of
us whao like what Mr Swiveller termed
n “modest quencher,” will be restricted
by law te a perpetual *lone hand”™ or

. as it is known iz the rich vocabulary

of colanial slang—*'a slinter.” Sboenld
you come to spend the evening with
me, 1 should have to outrage my heoe -
pitable intentions and mix my toddy
before your very eyes without offering
you enything strouger than say n de-

- coction of the Jemou peel which I had
“cut up for the flavouring of my own
© gpecinl brew,
" host would be the only person able 1o

At a dinner party the

drink a pglass of cluret, aud had I
bidden you to an oyster supper, I
should be in the unhappy position of
having to finish the stout myself. Of
course 1hizs would sonmm breed n
ehange of habits. Teople who liked
a moderate amount of aleoliolic re-
freslhiment, would most assuredly not
e bluffed eut of it by the prohibition
tyrants, so the eustom would rapidly
Le establizhed of each guest Lringing
his or her own “refreshment,” No
douit, the prohibitioniats will insiet
on some means of ensuring thnt the
Individusl receptucles for liquor be-
long to the persons drinking there-
from, and we shall ree the vast demi-
john of Mr Hardease with his name
emblazoned thereon, while Miss Old-
maid’s modest little, eontaining “just
ihe smallest taste” will also have to
have set forth therein her full name
and address, ‘The care of husband
and wife will top be peeuliar, for they
will both have to import their indi-
vidunl supplies, and if Mrs Jones tokes
nothing but claret (or gin) and comn-
tracis & vielent cold, her nfecetionate
husband wHl be a eviminal ond o
breaker of the Inw if he alfows her to
make a comfortnble hot aml ecurative
totldy out of his whisky. 'I'o be keri-
ous, however, 1 have treated thia sube
jeet in o eomie strain becaovse it i bo-
possible to treat ke prepusternug o
platform  soviously, The “reductio
ad abszurdum” ir the only methed
one can employ in sueh o ense. Tt
if one admite fir 8 moment that anch
a platform could be rarried and the
ennstitution altered =o that sleohal
wus absolutely unpvocuarnbde save um
a drmp in New Zealand, cannot the
prohibitionixts are the danger that we
shnuld mun of an inerease in the mor-
phia, the coeaine, the hadesh, amd
other dArug habits? There are men
aund women who require some stimu-
Iant or ecdutive. and aleabol In difs
ferent ecasch suppller either of these.
1f thexe be forciLly wiihheld be sure
noture will insint, and the innate cibee
gedness of human nature will provida
& different and perhnps m aubstilvuse
which will perhaps be worse thas
the original wwil. .
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