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A Dunedin man paying a visit to
Invercyrgill remarked that 1t must be
very ¢old theee in the winter, keing so
fur north. “Well,” seplied- . a full-"

. fledged Invercargillite, I thiok it-
yoaun juist be aa cauld whanr ye cam’
fre.” *IWhy do you think that,” ques-
tioned the Glasgow man. “Weel, be-
cause a gey lot o' ye bave red noses.”

+* * +
‘The common, but neither safe nor

sensible practice of throwing a2 sack

.over a chimpey that has tnken fire,
was the cause of ‘a ringing of the fire-
bell awd considernble exvitement in
Invercargill the ather day. A chim-
ney in & house in Don-street had takea
fire, and in order to smother the
flames & sack was thrown over the
exit. The comsequence was that the
stiffled sinoke poured owt througlh the
joints of the brickwork, filled the wall
spaces aud showed alarmingly through
the weatherboarding, seme of which
at the back of the chimney was hastily
torn off, - This caused a general im-
that the house was on fire.
WVhen the brigade arrived the true
canse of the trouble was noticed, and

" the sack being removed things resum-
. ed mormal conditions. Moral: Stop the

dranght in a burning chimney at the
fireplace. . . ‘. . :
: * L 3 i

Here fs & capital “old time®™ yarn of
sheep drivirg.days, as told by a writer
signing lLimself “Omega™:—It was &
cold night aund we were all huddled
round the camp fire, with our blankets
drawn over our heads, yarning. It
had been wet all day, but the rain had
cleared off at sundown. There were
six of us all told, including the ecool,
and we were travelling with sheep.
We were a mixed lot, but taken all
round I never worked with a better
crowd, bar the coak. Ile was a bit
of a fraud, with his patent stew, which
he gave us six meals out of tem, but
&0 long as he was not in liguor he
was nagt too bad, When he got drunk,
which he did preity reguiarly, he
was & fair knock out. He ecame from
the North of Ireland, and althongh
generally as peaceful and ivofensive
as A child, when he imbibed freely
nothing would serve his. turm  but
blood, We were camped | at  the
Quarries a few miles outside Bourke,
It had been raining for days, and the
whole country for miles aronnd, bar
the little Lit of high land on wh'ch the
tent was pitched, way six inches umder
water.  After yarning feebly far sorne
lit{le time and smoking a pipe or two
we all turned in —bar the man on
watch and- the eccok, whomn we had
notb seen since tea-time,. Ve were.joust
dropping off to sleep when suddenly
we heard a fearful howl. Out
serambled, and there was Mister Cook,
stark naked save for his Dat and
boots, chasing poor old Bill—the chap
on watch—with an axe and shouting
like a madman, He was gaining at
every stride, and the prospects of an
early fumneral looked sparticularly
bright . when old Biil, hearing cur
cries, twisted suddenly and came
rushing tewards the tent with the
cook after him yelling like a fiend.
Into the tent darted Bill blowing
like a grampus and fairly done up,
with the lunatic en his heels, and
striking the pole as he fell brought
the tent down on top of them bLoth,
By David, you should have seen the
wrigglel Bill battled for his dear life
and screamed like a woman, while
the eook -howled enough to wake the
dead. Luckily for poor old Bill there
was no room for any axe work, but .
by Jove when we got the tent off,
which we did particularly smart, the
cook had his teeth in the old fellow’s
throat and was tearing at it like &
mad dog. It was the nearest kind of
thing for BNl that you ever saw. for
we lind to hit the cook over the head
with a teut stuke and knock him
genseless hefore he'd let up, We
tended Bill's throat, which was hang-
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BOGUS BIDDING AT AUCTION.

On the subject of * trotting,”

or
bogua Didding at auctions, the
“Morning I'ost” of Timaru males
some very sensible remarks. It says:

The system of * trotting” hus now

grown, by common practice, to be so -

muchk a part of the auction pystem
that people are mnever certain whether
a bid is genuine or mot unti] the lot
is khocked down and the buyer an-
nounced, and mnot then very ofteu.
This uncertainty unquestionably de-
moralises and retards genuine com-
petition, sellers as weil as buyers too
frequently suffer injustice, and the
true market value or
goods or stock sold caunot, in conse-
be accurately ascertained.

that " the highest bidder shall be the

.purchaser,” .but, this is wet strictly so .

" in probably the majority of cases, for
. "“ftrotting ¥ so discourages bidding of

we

ing in flnps and bieeding a hurricane. -

After a long time we fixed it np until
morning, and then ran him into
Bourke in the cart. As for the codk,
we just tied his hands and feet with
greenhide and damped him down out-
side naked as he was to sieep it off.
My coloniat! If you'd have seen that
cook inm the morning after the mos-
quitoes had done with him, and with
& lump on his  head as big as an
emu’s egg, you'd have said that yon
never paw a4 sicker or sorrier man o
Four life!
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- the gepnine ordes, that many people
- refuse to bid, and lots have to e sac- -

rificed because of the mistrust of the
system. Pubiie confidence s shat-
tered because of the prevalence of
“ trotting,” and a remedy is loudly
ealled for. Tt is propesed to make
“trotting * illegal by siatute, and lo
impose legal restrietions upon auc-
tioneers and bidders alike, in order to
stop it; but the matter really rests
with the auctioneers themszelves, in a
very large measure. If they were to
set their faces collectively against the
system it wounld almost disappear ;
but that is hopeless, for while some
are anxious to stop it, others will not
attempt improvement.
: + & L 3

I8 THIS TREASON ?

A WOLRKING MAN (?) AUGITATOR'S
OPINIONS, --

Dvitish nation! Dritisk Govern-
ment ! What do these people mean ?
Are there certain territorial areas
owned by. the “whale pcople of the
areas ? "Are there certain legislative
bodies which' econtrdl these arcas in
the interest of the ‘whole peoples of
the areas ? If =o, then it may be a
guestion for débate as to haw far the
people of ¢ne area may go in for wip-
ing out another people whoem they
may regard as opposed to their ideal
of life and progress.

But as an old-fashioned Internation-
alist, resting my logic upon the truth
of the class war—worker versus capi-
talist, I have believed that there are no
nations and no governments in the
true sense of the word, What we have
in all eountries alike is the wmeane of
life monopolised by a class.. What we
have in all countries alike is a legisla-
tive club in which members of this
class sit and male laws in the interest
of their eclass. The peoples bave no
country ; the peoples have no Govern-
ment. What, then, do these men
mean when they shout, *I'm an Eng-
Hishman! I stand by the Govern-
ment 1 The Hirst means to me that I
happen to have been born in 4 certain
spot of earth in this country. Dut I
have not any of the country! I am
simply a landless and tool-less crea-
ture to be exploited by the people who
have nobbled these. If T had been
born in France, in Germany, in Ameri=
ca, there are the sanie peeple who have
got the means of wealth, and I should
simply have been & bit of food for
their expleitation,

- . . - ) -

"And yet we know that the bulk of
the worlkers are in this position., And
yet we know that the so-called doverns
ments of the nations treat the millions
of the people in this manner, and our
so-culled Socialist gentlemen would
encourage thewn to shout, * My coun-
try ! My CGovernment! I'm an Eng-
lishman,” and would waste their ener-
gies in petty race quarrels! Fie on
them! Fie on them! T would ra-
ther be a dog amid bay at the moon,
than such Englishmen.
John Tamlyn in * Justice."
L] + +*
SOLDIERS OF THE NATION.
WAR BY DEMOCRACY.

—

The fact that thiz war Is beino
waged under new conditiona s slowly
coming home to the British people. !t
is not only fought *“under a micro-
scope,” every detoil being mubjected

demand  for -

to close and instant scrutiny jin a way
whick, as Mr Asquith says, might
have unnerved our Marlboronghs,
Clives, and Wellingtons, but it is the
firat great war conducted by England
#as u democracy. The momentous
struggle against Napoleon was carried
on by an atistoeracy, the Crimean war
by a Government controlled by the
uiddle elass. This, observes the “Aus-
tralasiun,” is the first time that the
demovracy in power has entered Tpon
a struggle of reul magnitude; for
there cin. be na doubt that it iz the
luasses of the nation who have given
the word for war, and are resolute to
ste the eontest threugh, Until thelr
eonsent wus obtained—until, as Minis-
ters phrase it, the country was at their
back—they dured take no decisive step.
Hence the backwardness of our miii-
tary preparations, which a burean-
eracy like Germany would have guiet!y
completed long betore the dispute with
Pretoria grew eritical.

One of the most striking ecircam-
stances associated with this change is
the solicitude which the democraey
displnys for the snfety and weltare of
its soldiers, This is o development
which may be separated from the all-
round amelioration that has taken
pluce in the conditions of every sort
of service during the century. Drutal-
ising floggiugs in the army and navy,
and the general treatment of the men
as belonging te a lower species, are
ugly features which have dropped out
of memory, not because the demo=
cracy hos the reins, Lnt beeanse the
age has undergone a softening process.
But it has becn reserved for the gov-
erning masses to attach o new pre-
ciousners to the safety and comfort of
those who tuke the field. So far from
being neglected and vwderrated as of
old, the soldier is nowadays fnr more
likely to think privately that his ex-
ploite and perils arve magnificd by the
millions - who wait in guivering ex-
pectuncy at home.

+ + L
TG THE EMPIRE'S CALL!

ARE THE LAND-OWNERS 'RE-
SPOXPING LOYALLY?

You ean stand upon the higheat
point of Jand round Wailpukuran,
Hawke's Bay, and get a view of thou-
sands af aeres of land that is contri-
buting mnothing towards the equip-
ment of those willlng to go to the
front, and the refleetion is forced upon
our minds that its numerous owners
are doing: nothing towards the main-
tenance of their ancient titles. For
tlie honour of our race, if not from &»
sense of the oblgation handed down
from the days of old, et those of our
sheepfarmers who have mnot yet cen-
tributed, now come forward and find
the means te put at least 100 robust
yoeemen nuder the Enion Jack in South
Afriea, We have nothing to do with
what other provinces arve seunding,
wrges “W.AC' in the local journar,
and for o rich a distriet 100 is not a
great number when we consider thas
under the feudal svstem from one
estate less in avea than many in Jiaw-
ke's Bay a much greater number woulll
have Lieen led forth by the owner of
the tand to baitle for the Crown, The
workeras and small settlers will snp-
ply plenty of men if the moneyed men
will divert suffieient from their nsuat
accumulations o pay the piper.

ARMOUR-CLAD BOLDIERS. ..

Several newspapers in (reat Britaln
have acriously taken up 1he question
of supplying the troops of the British
army with armour., Thongh they do
not go 10 the length of sugprsting
that each man shounld have » thin sheey
of Krupp armour 10 hung in front ot
him ns he advances 1o the attack, they
do npot think it is wise to pass the
thing over with a mere laugh, us many
people, at first glance, are naturally
inelined to do, Oune writer, who elabs
orates the ilea in “Engineeriug,” and
who gecius to be guite fascinated with
it, avers that the armoured soldier in
not so rare to~day os might be beu
lieved. The fuirly large supply of
conts of mail, he pays, indicates a
much greater demand than can be
produced by eapitilists and royaliasts
in dread of assassination. lle asserts
positively  that caats of mail were
adopted in expeditions againg? enemies
who used somewhant antiquated wene
pons, and he surmises that & good
many have gone to South Africns,
though he doubts their utility aguinst
modern bullets, except when the latter
are fired from fong distances.—Lyttel-

. ton “Times.”

i +* - +*
THE RIVAL CARLES.

We think that Mr Seddon is quite
right in looking romewhat askanyve at
the gifts which the Eastern and Aus-
tralian Cable Company are offering
us in the shape of an “all red" cable
line via the Cape, snys the “‘Press.”
We have not the least gbjection to snch
a line; on the contrary, we should wel-
came jt. The point te be borne in
mind, however, is that it may be pnr-
chased at too dear a price. The
Eustern Company have at present a
monopoly. and they are naturaliy very
anxious to preserve it. It is to the
interest of these colonies that the
Pacific Cable should be constructed,
if only for the purpose of breaking
that monopoly, What we have to be
careful about, therefore, is that the
concessions we make in favour of the
Cape Cable are not such as to render
it nnprefituble for the colenies to wn-
dertake the construction of the Pacific
line, as they proposed to do,

+ + + )
WELLINGTON AND THE PLAGUE.

e . _— .
There are, hundreds of houses in
Wellington nol..connected wilh  the
sewerage  system, and  many - old
drains, und we are infested with rats.
These invite the plugue. 1T the plague
were to spread the death-rate might
rise as high, as long as it wias with
us, as it did in London in 1665 in one
year. If it did the deaths woukd be
about T0N0, and i we consider the
misery and the loss of trade that .the
plague would eause, the injury to
Wetlingten  wonld  be  incaleulable,
Property would fall in value, land-
lords woulil not get their rents, the
shipping wouid have fo Lie done from
other centres, and the loss to the city
ajone woulid be more than a milliono,
It would take many years before Wel-
lington recovered. Parliament would
have to meef in some other centre,
an.l all whe have means would flee

from the eity. And wvet (writes
“Alurmed™ to the *“Post™), with all
tle poszibilitice of what this dire

scourge wight be, our municipal fune-
tionarics seem  to  be  exceedingly
quiescent, No proper or eftivient cf-
fort has been made to comprel sewer-
age connection, to ghut np old drains,
to kill the ruis, and to insist on clean-
liness, and I believe there are other
cities in the colony just as bad as

 Ideal

Wellington,
. 1

Enriched 20 per
cent. with Cream.

STERILIZED—
NOT SWEETENED.

A Perfect Substitute

for Fresh Milk,




