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- Current Comment.
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THE EXGLISH GOVERNMENT AND
THE WAR.,

A tone of profound disappointment
pow prevails among that portion of
the preas in England which supports
the Government. The tone ie more
bitter than that of the Opposition.
It passes beyond adverse criticism to
accusation, 8nd demands lnvéstiga-
tion. The “Morning Post,” a strong
Conservative organ, calle for the dis-
missel of the Government. We think
they first should be allowed to make
their defence in that Chamber from
which their diamiszal should come.
Still there are grounds for these
eharges which are levelled agninst the
Government by their own friends and
supporters. The demands of the Eng-
-Hah “Times™ and “Standard’ are just.
_The nation have a right to knew upon
-whose shoulders should the blamne rest
-dor the miscarriage of the war ro far
as it has proceeded, MrJ.Balfour does
pot deny the charge (says the Wai-
rarapa “Btar”}, but suggests that it
would be highly inconvenient to press
jt. He blandly observes there wera
such a lot of vs in it that it would be
diffienlt to appeortion the blame. Bui
this is just what the couniry intends
daing, notwithstanding the diffienl-
ties in the way. Who are the lot?
Wken they are discovered it will ba
easier to apportion the blame.

+ + L4
GO0OD WILL COME FROM THE WAR.

I venture to say that out of the
South African war great good will
result, and one resuit at least will be
{for ever setting at rest the gquestion
in the O} Land as to the measure of
loyalty of the colonists.. Some of you
wiil no doubt ridicule the idea that
cur loyaity should have been ques-

tioned, but I ¢an assure you that in’

the press of Eogland, prior to tho
Jubilee celebrations, the question used
to crap up frequently. It faet it was
stated that when opportunity offered

New Zealand would be 1he
 first colony to eut the
painter. We have shown our de-

sire to cut the painter by landing the

- first colonial troops in Scuth Africa.
-Bome years sgo, when this question
of the colony’s loyalty was so mueh
in evidence in the OId Country, the
]age Sir Menry Parkes, of S_'vdm-_y.
said im n magnificent speech that
ghould oceasion ever arisetheeolonists
would show the world that there was
a “erimson streak of kinship coursing
lprough our veins which bound with
silken cords to the Old Land the land
of our forefuthers. Silken cords of
love which never can be broken and
& erimson streak of blood which never
can be diverted.” The occasion has
Arisen and that prophecy has come
true. To-day the sans of New ¥ea-
l_and, the sons of Australic, are stand-
ing shonlder to shoulder with the
Tmperial soldiers in South Africa and
pouring out their life’s blaod for the
Ewnire in one eommon stream. And
surely we who remain at home will
do our duty, This is no time to dis-
cluss, no time to argue whether ihe
(zcwernm(-nt should send a third con-
-tingent wholly ont of revenue ar not.
We tfhould consider it not only a duty
to give, but & privilege to be allowegd
to do so.—The Mayor of Wanpganui
at a patrintie meeting,
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THE PLAGUE.

WE MUST ALL TAKE FRECAT-
TION.

It behoves the health nutharities at
Australiun ports and in this colony
te be very watchful and atriet in their
examination of all ehips and people
arriving from infected ports; other-
wise, says the Wanganui “‘Herald,”
we gholl have the *“black death™
fpreading  throughout Australusin,
and taking toll of a people whe, with
the least amount of eare and Precan-
tien, ourrht o escape such s terrible
fn_e.. We are pleased to mee that the
Minister of Custams has communi-
cated with all the Mayors of the col-
cny on the Rubject, strongly advie-
Ing the municipal authorities te co-
operote with the Government in en-
denvouring ta take such precautions
us will, aa far me possible, prevent the
intreduction of this terrible diserrs
inte New Zealand. The people them-
selves have a serlous reaponkibility In

Swriting

. been

them ty negleet nnd eriminal disre-
pard of common decency help largely
to prepare and maintain fever-beds,
whence a constant crop of di-
reare cmanates. It Is therefore, ne-
cessary that the sanitary authaorities
all over the colony exercise the great-
est care and vigilance just now, and
insist upon all manure heaps, stag-
rant water, and choked draina being
attended te at once; otherwise we
may find out when too late that the
neglect to see to these matters in
proper time has cost the people dearly
in Dboth life and mobney. |

+ + +
HUNTERS AS GENERALS.

The Boer generals, Joubert and
Cronje, are old men who have not
been educated in the art of war; yet,

‘says an Amercican leader writer, they

hiave succeeded, up to the time of
this article, in outwitting
the tactics of KEnglish commanders.
The Boers entered the Transvaal
when the country was filled with
wild game, and when they were
ferced to be constantly on  their
guard against treacherous blacks,
They became not only farmers and
catlle-bregders, but also hunters aund
ceer<stallcers; and their wits were
trained in entrapping game and in
thwarling the savage wiles of the
black ruces,

Fhese traite and habits of mind
explain their victories during the first
struggle for independence, and their
early suceesses in the second war with
England. Their generals are hunters,
and added to this, have proved them-
erlves to be skilful tacticians. They
stealthily uppronch the enemy’s posi-
iicn, a: they would stalk 8 herd of
deer. They separate a few hbattalions
from the main force and endeavour ta
lure them into ambuscades. Their
Buceess in  capturing prisoners at
Glencoe =and ‘Ladysmith was very
mueh like a hunting exploit.

The Eritish generals do not seem
to have bLeen prepared for the me-
ithods of these sturdy hunters, for the
disastrous  camnpaigm of Sir George
Colley was fought barely twenty years
ago. The Inglish forces were then
lured into one battle and skirmish
after another, and overpowered in
soine instances at least by superior
numbers,

With Joubert ard Crouje in com-
mamd in Natal and on the western
border, the ald-tlme tacties have been
employed afresh. The Boers have
made use of their new gruns, but they
have gone on in the cld-time mauner,
hunting for battaliens, stalking for
squadroens, and ensnating like birds
sume of the most experienced soldiers
in the world.
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FEEDING TIIE ARMY, AND
MOUNTING IT,

I1f there is one thing New Zealand
can supply the South African Army
of better quality than any other
eountry, it is meat, thinks the Hawera
“Star.” A great deal of the tinned
meat supplied from America has turn-
ed out bwl, snd is suppused to have
surplus stock from the Cuba
campaign. General Methuen will not
allow his army to be supplied with
tinned meat, Lut requisitions stock as
he proceeds from adjscent farmners,
and pays for it. That supply eannot
last. Beveral gentlemen in New Zen-
land have offered frozen muttan for
the treops as a gift, if Government will
find trangport. There never was, nnd
probably never will be agnin, so grand

"an opportunity to bring our meat into

faveurable natice, Lut erdinary ways
of deing things will not avail, There
is much opposition to overcome. There
nre the contractors, who have prob-
obly arranged for itnmediate supplies
elsewhere, to be plocated and inter-
viewed in view of tenders to follow.
There are the monopolist holders of
the existing cok] atorage establish-
ments to dght aguinst, if they will not
give our produce nn equal turn with
that of Awmerica, and we know that we
can beat the latter in quality. Other
colonies have their wtable industries
fostered by Gavernment subsidies, anrd
we have no industry so well woril
encoursging as this, the real basis of
the Government gurphires of Inte ycars

WHOSE I8 THE BILAME?

Sessions extrnordimary of the Bri.
¥sh Parliament are so tare that the
arrangements being made for one to
commence on the 30th inst. will be
jurtly regarded as evidence of a deep
sense on the part of the Government
of the seriousness of the situation, 1t
may indeed be locked upon as sonte-
thing more—action in response by the
Ministry to what i neither more nor
le=s than a national Iinpeachment—
through the medium of the “Fourth
Estate'-—of those responsible for the
unpreparedness for war, aud, as the
cable bluntly puts it, “the deadlock
which the insulfeiency of lritish
torces in South Afriea has brought
ahout,” In anticipation of the event,
Mr Balfour, speaking at Manchester,
has deprecated the storm of indigna-
tion that iz evidenily brewing by what
seem at this distooce, exceedingly
weak pleas. *Britain, for the first
time in the world's history, had met
=n enemy ihat was entirely mounted.”
That swas, he said, the chief lesson to
date. Tardily, indeed, has the War
Ottice learned what all the world else

- knew —what every visitor or foreign

resident of the Transvaal was ot pains
to confirm, that the Raer, although
capuble of bearing great fatigue an
foat, is essentially equestirian with
more than a dash of noemadie habit.
Feebler siil] is the plea that “if there
bhad been lack of prescience with re-
gard to the position the blame was too
widely distributed to weigh heavily
any aingie individual eor
In other words, because the
offensiers are many none may be
punizhed., Almost cruelly the London
“limes” and “lxily News'" confront
Mr RBalfour with the answer given to
the Ausiralian (juverninents' offers of
coptingents at the outset of the war—
that Britain preferred that the colo-
nies sheuld send mounted troops, The
colonies knew what was wanted and
offered it—the war authorities in their
supercilions superiority disdained sug-
gestion, until the stern logic of fact
compelled acquiescence. — “Southland
Daily News.”

Fxchange Nofes.

A quiet week on ‘Change.

Gold ontput from mail to mail-only
£30,715, owing to batteries being shut
down during holidays.

N.7. Insurance shares changed hands
at 60/% and 6173, with buyers left ot
60/6. Bouth UBritish were wanted at

T 527, and Nationals sold at 16/5.

During the period from December 14
to January 10, inclusive, 23,007 tons of
ore were treated ny the At Lyell
(Tusmanin) Company. The converters
produced 74 tons blister copper, con-
taining: Copper, 57 tous; silver,
50,5380, gold, 18370z

May Queen Extended Company has
started crushing. The reef shows col-
ours of gold.

Good progress is being made with
the works at the Grace Darling lmt-
tery, and before the end of next
monih the stampers ought to be at
work.

The reef in the New Whan mine is
looking well, being 3 feet wide, and
showing nice dubs of pold in the
stone.

The crushing plant of the Tairua
Broken Hill'v Company is expeeted to
be at work eurly next mmonth,

The Barrier Keef Company has
about twenty men at work on o large
cutting for the battery tram, and on
gites fur an ore storuge hopper and o
tailings pit.

The Waihi Grand Junetion Com-
paay’s pumping muchinery is begin-
uing to arrive. The Qtarama brought
06 tous, ald ahother 30 tons are oI
bonrd the Star of N.Z, due next week,
The pump is an 18 inch Cornish plun-
ger and druw lifter. It should be
capable of lifting nbout 70,000 gallons
of water an honr.

Abont 45 tons of ore from the Great
Barrier mine have been shipped for
treatment.

Wuiteknuri sghares have stendy de-
mand at 3%/, with riles reported up
to 42/ during the werk.

The maunnger of the Chelmaford
Compuny reporte No. 1 lode la 2t 4in
wiile, #olidl atone, and proves to be u
well-defined bodly of high grude ore.

Auckland Gas (old iskue) were dealt
in at £13 8/, and new hod buyers at
£9 12/ thia week.

N.Z. Talisman sharex msold at 127,

Ore of fair quality s being won from
the Hauraki Associuted miive, Coro-
mandel,

Tributers in the May Queen of Han-
raki Company, three parties, only
crughed 194 tons of ore during the
past four weeks for m return of bul-
lion valued at £230 2/4,

Cheap stocks at Waihi had transae-
tions this week, Extendeds sclling at
Bdd and Hd. and Soutlis at 1/3. En-
quiries were also made for Ohinemuri
shares at 2d,

Eleven parties of tributers In the
Moanatainri mine crushed 71 tons of
ore during the past four weeks for a
yield of bullion worth £ 420 972,

Komata Reef shares have an npward
tendency. Buyers advanced during the
week from 1,3 to 179, with zales re-
ported at I/,

The N.Z Talisman Company only
ran 19 days this month, ewing to the
holidays.  During that period 386 tooa
of ore were crushed for a yield of bul-
lion valued at £1762,

Buyers of Waihi -~ Silverton shares
advanced from 7/6 to 8/, without sules
reaclting, .

It is seldom that Monowal shares
are quoted on the Exciunge, 'This
week, however, a line chunged hands
at 1/.

During the past vear the Matan
dredge, which started work on Febru-
ary i, won gold to the vulue of
£10,046 6/10, nud dividends equal to -
18/6 per share huve been declured.

Coal shares awre wlinost entirely ne-
glected at present, no buyers quoling
during the pust week.

In shipping stocks the only enquiry
is for Northern Steam at 6/10, and
Devonport Ferry at 37/,

"'V I T A D A T I o7

THE GREAT H
WONDERFUL CIJ
MLENT OF THE LIVER,
Ng8s or THE HEART,”
"HLLOOD POISONING.™
ALWAYS FRESH TISTIMONIALS
CUMING 1N.
7th August, 1899,

BAL REMEDY.
O * LLARGE-

EAK-
and

Mr 8. A. Palmer,
. “Vitadatio' Institute,
Hourke-st., Melbourne,
Trear” fir,—Having been completely
cured by your wonderful mediclne, "Viia-
datlo,” nfter very many yecurs of eyuffer-
ing, I bex to hand you this testlmonlal,
in hearifelt thaoks, and for the sake of
other sufferers. The facts of the case
ure a3 follows:—In the winter of 133
1 wns attacked with severe palns in the
regicn of the heart, which by the frst
doctor was pronovunced  to be 'EN-
LARGEMENT eof the LIVER,” later on
by other membera of the Mcdical Facul-
1y as "WIRAKNESS of the HEART,'
then, again at the Maealbourna (Jeneral
Mespltal, they told me I was sufTesring
from "BLOOD POISONING.™ On ae-
count af sudden Hts of giddiness, I had
tc give up wny busincss, that of a gen-
eral contractor, and from that time up
te about a month ago, I wus never out
of the doctor's hands, In Melbourne
alone I had seven (1) of the very best
ductors, also, others (h Bouth and West
Australla. None of them could cure
me, or, a3 a mnatter of Tuct, glve me re-
Uef. *1 alao left the Malbourng General
Flospital in the mame Elate as I entered
" AWhen ALMOST DIESPATIRING of
EVER BLING CURED., I wuis persunds
ed by Mr Hraddy, of Brunswick-st., North
¥itzroy, tuv give "Vitadutio" & trlal,
and I am pleased to sAtate that after
having taken only threc bottles T felc
great rellef, and by the tlme I had fln-
ished the fifih bottla the pain had com-
pletely left me, und I feel a new man,
and Am now abie to resuma my work.
T shull be pleased to give anyone A
persenal Interview, and tell them al
that *“Vitaduilo” Las done for me.
Severnl triends of mine, knowing my
ecnse, have glven your medicine a trial,
wlth admirable resulta.
You are at perfect liberty to make
wlhat use you llke af thls testimonial
With heartfeit thanks,

I remaln, dear =jr,
JOHN E. . TURNER,
E43. Rae-st., North Fitzray,
H. D. VIMPANE

7Tth Auguat, 1859
Head Office for N.Z.
1, MANNERS-8T., WELLINGTON.,
Sale Proprietor and Manufacturer:
W, WIEBDBKR, Leuncestan, Tas,
H. A. PALMIR,
Agent Genernl {or Australasla,
Ceylon mnd Japan.
Ask your Cliemiat or Grocer for It
Vitadntio Tnstitute:
150 Queen Street, ..uckland,

Indla,

25556000804 8050 Rt iR

L] You are

I Cure Fits. potasted
® to spend

any money to test whether my
rertnedy does or does not cure
Fits, Epliepsy, St. Vitus' Dance,
&c. All you are asked to do I8 to
send fora FQEE bottleof medi-
cine and to try It. | am quite
prepared to abide by the result.
A Valuable and Safo R dy.
APFROVED BY YBE MEDICAL PROTESEION
M. 6. ROOT, 28, Radulaih Gdun, LONCON
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