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Current Comment., ~

— T

TIIE BLUSHMEXS CORPS.

1t the Nushren’s Carpe, which rome
wenlthy Nustralinns projiese to recruit
for South Africa, ix sent to the fro
it will (#ays the Lyttleton “Times™),
nnd so say all of us, be one of the most
useful bodies of men in the ranks of
Tne “~Hushman,”
*bush-rider,”” anpatoo-shoater,™
ny he is variously called. is described
s 1 plucky rider, aud o warvetlous fiy-
ing =hot. Eis height ranges froin
abont five feet eight inches or nine
inches to ahuost anyilhing up to seven
fert., He has been in the suddle ever
since he canlid “toddle,” and in some
cases, even before that, His life has
been spent in districts where food and
water are often scarce, amd he hns
learnt to make the most or best of
" whatever ditticulty or predicnment he
may find himself in. He is always in
the pink of condition, *as hard as
nails,” and is without the faintest
knowledge of the word “fear.” Abore
all, e recapgmises the value of caution
and presence of mind, and as he never
loses his head. he can be counted upon
to pull himself out of any “corner.”
He rides a& no other man in the world
can ride, He has a preity, workman-
like seat. from which nothing short of
a “regular crmmple™ will shift him,
Withal, the Dushhmanr will tend and
nurse a sick mafe as gently and kindly
as will a woman. He will fig'ht any
man. even if he iz “as big as a house.”
He will deink anything from *“post and
rails" down to tnrpentine, pain-Killer,
and boiling seater: aud he has sub-
sisted aun mutton and damper all bis
life. A Letter sollier for =ervice in
South Afriea it would be almost im-
possible to obtain.
+ + +

PATIIOT OR JINGO.

The finest sentiment may he re-
duced to an absurdity; the most path-
etic and artistic «tovy the more easily
burlesqued in the haoads of an incap-
able amateur, We bhave no wish te
deride the fine patrivtic spirit which
led this rolony. awonyg others, to show
the world that the Empire was united
by senliag forth her sons to fizght in
the cause of the Motherinnd. But are
we not assuing a little too muchy
(says the Hawke's luy “llerald.™
It would really appear that England is
in a terrible tix, and that only by the
assistunee of New Zealand will she be
able (o -extriciate herself. The syin-
pathy and assi=tance we have accorded
to Britain have shown that with the
rest of the Empire we are oue in our
determination 1o aibtain its intep-
rity, and that is nll England requires
at our hauds. To presume that our
mite of help will in any way change
the conrse of events is to o a slur
on LEngland’s military prestigpe.  Br-
tain is quite capable of managing the
affair her=elf. ax events will in a very
short space of time twnd ta prove. Pur
for the dilatary action of the War Oth-
ce the war wanld have been practionily
cancluded.  As it s this pegligencve
Iras Leen renredied, utal although the
camjraigk ‘has been rendered doubly
difficult by the delay there can e only
one etwl. When the reorganised Rrit-
ish forces et Toirly to work the Boer
lTorde witl crumbie befare them like a
house of vards in a gale of wiad,

+ + +
EFEECT 0FF A CLADY
COUNCILLOR™

T

To u vi=val o it would almoxt
Appear Mot the Mavor and gentlemen
counvillors were anxious 0 avoid «de.
bate i the Council Lecanse of the
well-kuown eansersational and argu-
meniniive lity of the lady vouncillor
who #it= at the table with them.
There exn b o dauibdt that Or. Votes
may by eynal 10 any voe of the others
in debiate, ot soncely she §s not equak
i sine, with the Mayvor fnclyded, 1f
1his e adinitted, theey puy o very high
emptiment indeed o Ue, Yates, Yer,
o hier hand, the usiness of the
wh ~ulers in consvquence.

+ + +*
CYCLISTS AND PATRIOTISM.

| Lie left unturned to
prove t iletes und eyelista of
this glorious little land are, in their
patriatic fermonr, not ane whit hehiod
auy similnr body of Iler Majesty's
Aubjectn throughout the length and
breadth of that FKmpire upon which
the s neaver meia. The cxele may
{sa¥s the “"Wheeloun™} not Lave done

much, If auything, in the past to adil
to the lustre of England's glory; but
it is not to the past we have to look;
the future is more important than the
past, and in this vespect it will be
foumd that the cycle will be an im-
portant factor in the destinies of the

British Emopire. We do not altogether.

refer to the military aspeet of the
question. The bieycle will doubtless
ere long be a sine qua non in all fu-
ture military nchievements; but what
will be its general effect upon the
British as a race? As far as New
Zealandl is concerned-—and we speak
authoritatively—the tendency of the
cyele has been to improve the general
health and physique of those who
have wnsed it. It has been n loud cry
during the past two or three decades
that the rare is degenerating; that
the Dritons of today are not to be
compuredl with the Britons of Trafal-
ar and Waterloo; tiat we are foo
civilised, too well fed, too luxurions to
last long as a dominant race; many
go =o far as to say that there are al-
ready strong nz of uational decay.
Whether this is s0 or not we do not
pretend to say, but ore thing we do
know, and that is that the cycle has a
strong aml umdeninble tendency to
physical development; apd further,
amd mare important still, it is a pe-
tent means of bodily exercise for
women as well as men,

+ k +
WAL OFFICE MISMANAGEMENT.

Evenis are daily demorstrating that
the English War Office has blundered;
it has uwnder-estimated the DBoer
forces, and has been caught unpre-
pared for a ecampaign, the graviiy of
which ought to have been foreseen,
Tae War (Hlice appears to have had
ne accurate knowledge af 1he number
of troops which the Dateh Republics
covld put in the dield, or of the
strength and quality of their artillery.
There can be 1o excuse for the British
artillery being inferfor in range fio
that of the enemy. Wi a our relative-
1y small army, compared to the vast-
ness of the Empire, it seems scarcely
credible that we shounid bhave to soffer
severe reverses fm order to-ascertain
that the- artillery possessed by the
Boers is superior in range to pur owWn.
[t is melancholy to reflect- (comments
the Wanganui “Chronicle™) on the
disasters that have been the direct
consequences of (he want of foresight
and dilatoriness of those in anthority.

. L4 +
WHAT KITCHENETR HAS TO DD, |

Now, the difficulties which Kiteh-
ener huts 10 overcgme are transport,
the present insaftivient diet of the
army, amd to improve the general
condition of the men. Thongh mat-
ters have heen  kept very quiet (says
the “Wairarnna Swr'),  still, if
Luller, with his 53,000 froops cannoi
maove any distanea from his Dbese,
and mmust leave White to his Tate, tha
causes of hix inability are preity ob-
vigus, The railway is probably in a
very dilapidated condition by this
timne, especially as it ig only a singis

line, unfit for the heavy traflic to
which it has been lately  sulbjeet,
There must be pgreat difteubiy
and delay in getting the necessary
supplies. HBuat t i= not the only
evil. The army czunot mave from its

base unlesx it keeps in touch with the
railwa Xow the task before Kitch-
ener is to organise siuch a system of
transport ns lHoberts may be able to
attemipt 1 flank movemenrt in order ta
turn the position of the Boers, other-
wise, as Cronje remarks, the more
Englizh soldiers who coine s¢ much
the better for the Noers. av they only
get in one another’s way.,

+ + +

OLUR DEFENCES,

If Iritain be engaged by any Con-
tinential Power as a vowrequence of
the present sirngule in South Africa
she will uniloulitedly huve the support
of all Eaglish-speaking  prople, and
the ultim-ute result of any contlivd
herenfier will never be in doubt,. Bui
there s 1this 1o be considered: Brit-
wtin's colonies (soys  the *“Houthern
stamilned”) offer great hducemcents
to privateers, and it might happen
that while the main atrength of her
nary was enguged efvewhere stray
crulnwern eould inflict heavy damage
on our seapurta, Jo the face of all
thisn it in denirnbie ihat our coastal
defence should be atrane enaueh o

enable attack to be reslsted, as the
very fact of the colopy being stronply

defended woild save v from aitaek, .

We have no doubt but that the repre.
sentations of the Dunedin Chamber
of Commerce will be heartily suppost-
ed by other Chambers of Commerce,
and we notice that aince the albove
was written the Tovercargill Chamber
of Commerce haa generally eundarsed
the Dunedin Chamber’s resclutions,
which doubtless will promptly be
given effect to by the Government if
oceasion demands.

+* +* +
BUSSIA AND ENGLAND.

Whatever the motive by which
Lussian authorities are actuated in
their present poliey (says the "Otago
Daily Times™ it is not one which
Gireat Britain can regard with com-
placency. It is plain that if it is not
checked Eritish interests in Asia are
likely to suffer. Fortunately, how-
ever the Foreign Officeis at the present
time §n the hands of a statesman

-npon whom the Empire ean depend

- in Ssuth Africa.

" desirable that ‘a

to see that its rights are safeguarded.
The Marquis of -Salisbury will, have
been kept fully informed with respect
to Russian. designs., and he.will un-

- questionally be fully alive to the pos-

sibilities of the situation. It is more
than likely, indeed, that he has fore-
seen the present position, and in this
consideration we may find the true
explanation of the refusal aof tha
British Government to employ the Ims
dian forees in the Boer war. The In-
dians may be required mpearer their
own homes.
+ + +

THE COST OF THE CONTINGENT.

It is only natural that Mr Seddon,
a3 Colonial Treasurer, shonld look
with considerable favour upon the
manner in which the public are try-
ing to convince him, as Premier, that
a third contingent should bLe sent to
the assistance of the DBritish forces
Every penny sub-
scribed to the War Fund will be so
much saved to the Treasury, and so
mueh taken off the responsibilities
of 1he Government. But we still
doubt, argues the Lytteiton “Times”
in & thoughtful article, whether it is
inrge port of the

funds required for the colony™s mili-

tary expendituvre should be obtained
by  voluntary subscriptions. As a
practical demonstration of the ped-
ple’s loyalty these are well enough.
The tnan who backs np his éxpres-
sions of loyalty with a handsome do-
nation to the War Fund may at least
hope to escape the charge of insin-
cerity. But in a democratic country
like this, where every section of the
community is represented in the Le-
gislature, the cost of any national
movement, whether for war or for
peace, should be borne by the general
exchequer.
+ & +

TO OUR SECOND CONTINGENT,
Co,

Our falthers fought for lberty;
(Go ye. and brave a3 they
Encounter braggart tyranoyv,

And honour's call obey.

o, not in wrath’s unrichtecusness
As monsters secklng prey

Eut clad in blameless conscip
Go crush a lasless sway,

Brothers.

uSness;

Gn, brothers, where nur stanard waves
IBefore auvdaclous foes, .

And teach vppressors Lhat all slaves
Are freed wherc'er 1t goes.

As Justice Tears it to the sky, -

nd Truth protects Hs fame:;
Your valour shall the proud defy
And grace your couniry’s mame.

For God. our Empire. and our Queen,
Be resolutely brave,

Till nations learn that afl things wmean
Are hasting lo the grave, .

God be your shield where dangers fly;
fied gulde ynu “mid the fray.

The (3oid of Battles from on high,

By yuu FHis whil display.
RN.A

Dunedin, January 8, I800..
4+ + k

TROOPER HUNT'S ADVICE TO THE
SECOND CONTINGENT. .

“My advice ta frllows going in the
next contingent i3 to take uny pri-
vute things in a small bag, including
a small Jooking-glixs, to shave with.
Any requisites that eannot be token
on eon always Le sent back from
Capetown. If you go with the tio-
vernment kit slone you are without
razora or anything of that kind, and
they are monst particular about rhav-
ing. Abuve all, & man should take u
‘house wife' for sewing on buttons.
I woull &lso mdvike & pair of rTul-
wr shoex fur use on bonrd in wet
weather., Thear wnn™t ahinnt 1n van

wearing them, althongh you have to
work burefoot at stablex ¥ wonld
not have met with my aegident if 1

-had bad rubber shoes on™ . .

+* + +
A TRULY SENSIDLE SUGGES-
TIOX.

Awong the many projects which
have been put forwanl in connection
with the settlement of South Africa
after the war, one by the “"Spectator™
is deserving of notice. This is that
some thousands of the reservists
should be settled in the country,
thus foriming a body of men with
military training, who couid be de-
pended npon to support the British
authorities in case of need. It is
considered that by this means the
necessity for keeping a large pgarri-
son in South Africa might be con-
siderably lessened. Assuming that o
reservist or time-expired man was
willing to eettle in South .Afriea,
there would be a saving of his trans-
port and .keep, perhaps £20. Laed

. suitable for farming is plentiful with-

out resorting to any large measure of
confiscation, and allotments might be
given 1o these military settlers,. to-
gether with such sums of money as
would enable them to make a siars
jn  farming. But that s not all
When the war is over the Govern-
ment will have ap enormous guan-
tity of stores, horses, mules, carts,
tents, sheds, and many other things,
from tarpaulins  te chaffentters,
which it may not be worth while to
take home, and which would have to
be sold for very little to dealers. It
is suggestedl that such of these ar-
ticles as wight be nseful to settlers
should e distributed among them.
The reservists wonkl continue to re-
ceive their pay fromn the Dritisk Go-
vernment, and it is proposed that the,
local  government or governmenis
should -add an equivalent sum as an
extra indacemeri, The mililaty
colonist would thns have something
10 live upon during the first few
years, the most trying time of his
farming. The *“Spectator” thinks
that it should not be insisted om that

-the men must beceme farmers. Abny

reservist with a tradle or handicraft

-smitable to & mnew country, such as

- carpentering.  bricklaying. black-
‘smith's work. ete, should receive
‘similar = enconragement. Sach a
scheme ‘would, of <course, involve

some trouble and expense, but if car-
vied out successtully it would materi-
ally help to lessen the difficaities of
the situation. “I£.” cooclndes the
“Spectator,” **the Govermment had on
the spot 10.000 reserve men. all of
whom had their baptism of fire, who
could be ealled to arms almost at a
moment's notice, we should hear
much less abont the awful difficulties
we shall be placed in by having to
keep a great military garrison in

South Africa.”
P

Ever become
chilled through and
through ? .

The acute sen-
sation of cold is
followsed by fever-
ishness and aches in

* all parts of the body.
Finally the wholo
trouble settles in the
throat and lungs is
the shape of a cough.

There is nothing
so bad for a cough
as coughing.

=A S
R,
will cure these chills and conghs. A
few doses are sufficiect at first. More
time ix Tequired laster ot.

Stop coughing sad you will weil
Keep conghing and you invite broschi-
tis, pusumonia, or aven consumpliod
ftaell - Better stop your cough st once
and thns and the whole matter.

Prevared v, L G, Aver R Con, Lowsll, Mam.. V. 5. 5.



