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How to Keep Wickets

BUME ADVICE. TO REGINNERS.

By A, A, LILLEY
(Warwickahire C.C. Clul},

The art o} wicket-keeping has always
bheen to me a fascinating one, and 3f,
in offering a few linta to beginners,
can be of ausistuuce 1o the rising gen-
eration, the pleasure and interest wrous-
el will be mutual. In the first place,
let me advise tie aspirant mever to take
up  the position  behind  the stumps
unless he is properly equipped with the
gloves and pads nece:sary for the pur-
Fose, for, unless attention be bestawed
upen these very important details—
they are important, lowever trifling
they may seemn to some cricketers—he
will be eourting failure. Anoiher ele-
rentary consideration, but oue nons the
less imparlant, is the position of the
feet and the method of standing. Ob-
serve our grratest batsmen, and note
the case and elegunce of their fuetwork,
which is se instrumental in enabling
them to bring inte aperation all the
Enown strokes. Bad footwork wiil mili-
tate against the seoring abiljties of the
bat-mar, and jt plawes an equal limit
on the opportunities of the wicket-
keepar.

The Wicketkeeper's Attitude,

Tu assnuming  the steoping attitude
too much care cannot be exercised in
bringing this about in as natural a
lwanner as . possible.  Whilst stoeping.
moreover, the bady must never be
erampel; otherwize much difficulty will
bu experiencad in regaining the upright
potitinn jn order to take a rising bal.

To admit of the best possililitivs, tlhe
wicket-keeper shouid stand with the
middle of the left foot in a line with
the leg stump. The right foot should
then Le extended only far encugh to be
quite easy, and it should be slightly
drawn back, so that the toe of ihe
right foot may come in a line with the
“ball” of the left foot. Thia will give
greater freedom  and  additional play
tn the right arm, and also increase the
facilities in following the ball.

T cannot impress upon the young
“keeprr” toe strangly the importance of
etunding with the feet perfectly flat,
an{d never getting on the toss. Not only
is it necessary to stand flat-footed, for
the purpase of obtaining = firmer grip
of the ground with Dboth legs, but it
enahles one to move more Trapidly on
to the leg-side. It affords a nuicker and
steadier start for this action. and it is
equally advantageous in making a move
te the off-side. Should the wicket-keeper
be on his tees. he i5 likely to over-
balanes in making either of the move-
maents indicated.

On the Leg Side. -

The ball on the leg-sile should be
teken with a similar movement to that
which is_adopted in taking the ball on
the off. Of course, it is much more
difficult tg ses the approaching object
when the bat-man is obstructing one's
Sight. The only manner in which the
prohable spot ean be gauged where a
Iepbail comes along under theae condi-
tions is to make one step to the leg and
lighitly lean the Lody on one side, but
nrver sufliciently fo prevent the wicket.
Yeeper from gefting back to the wicket
for a possible ‘stumping. Where tie
ball will come when it has pas=ed the
obstructing hatsman can only be judged
by eareful watehing and practice as to
the type 'of defivery, and the method
adopted by the batsman in plaring it.

The best stumping T have nrade on the
log-side hay been whér the Latsinan has
leant forward to Play the stroke, mid
by Bo doing har ‘rai<ed himself on’ hia
tae, and for “the
been ont of  hi
Dbatsmar had had
Yrel within the o the ball has been
mothered and-'the: liils removed. This
ean only We' arhisve® hy taking the hall

before the
replace his

and - displacing “the “bailh’ with one ahd
the sime action, ') - . .
Position of the Honds. - =~ o

‘Probably’ (e mddt “Impoiiant Lactor
for succews'in iricket-Keeping b the posi-
tion of the Laoda... Lhese shou'd always
be Nield with the fingers poimting Jawn-
wards, wnd, having aséumed the stoop-
ing “aftitude in prepariition for the bhil
to bé bowled, the lingera should on no
aceourit be held horizontally with the
wivkofa_"that is to sy, fucing the hall—
for if (hey are’ placed ja, this position &

islocation ér preakaje of the digits may

o4 . BN

" be the result.

On the contrary, if the
hawds are held with the palms turnad
downwarde, us I have indicated, the ball
=0 sbtriked this past thal it jrves way
alightly, and aa the danger of sustaining
damaged fingers is minbnised. It is also
deslrable to let the haunds hang loosely,
60 a3 0 “pive” a6 murh as possible when
they come in contaet with the bail, If

they arc held atiff the ball may rebouid -

from the palm; in the ather case the
impaet is caloulated to have the effect
of closing the lonse hands aml so fixing
ithe grasp on the bLal,

A Word of Cauntion,

I would etrongly caution the beginner
never to wmake e grab at the ball, By
such action he will be nerely hitting
the ball and increasing its pace, instead
at “giving” to it, and so diminishing
the apred at which it ix travelling and
arresting ite progress. An apt illustra-
tion of my meaning is provided by ths
trick which i such a favourite amungst
conjurers, of throwing an eggr some dis-
tnnee into the air and catehing it on
a tray without breaking the shell. The
decret of aucewsa lies, of course, in lower-
ing the tray immediately on contact,
and so reduting to a inlnimum the
furce of the impaot. I lLave known
wicket-keepers who have been incontest
ably good in all other particulars, tnt
this holding of the hands has been their
great blenush, and the one which has
Lrought about their downfall. It has
been impossible for them to last, and
they have scught an early retirement
with damaged hands and fingers.

Farther, a wickel-keeper st have
infinite confidence in himnelf to take
any kind of bowling, and ahould he re-
celve a few of the knocks idnzidental ta
his position in the field, he must aecopt
them cheerfully as a part of the gune.
These mishaps are only to be expected,
and the hest of wicket-keepers cannat
escape zome of them. 1 do not say it
vaingloriously, but T have kept wicket
throughout a whole day with a breken
finger; and whilst E de not for a mo-
ment suggest the des‘rability of othera
deing the same thing under similar cic-

cumstances, this is the =pirit which, in”

my opinion, should animate all aepirants
for the position of wicket-keeper, - Keap-
ing the wicket is not all honey, but
when you feel you bave achieved soma
measure of success there is eomething
quite faseimating in it.

The Incomparable Blackham.

Tn my time the greatest of all wicket-
keepens in his day was Jack Hlackham,
the Australian, and he was a man who
religiously observed the points I hava
enumerated. At the time he first visited
¥aglund 1 was serving my novitiate,
being then quite a newcomer to county
crivket, and I closely watched the then
great master of the art. The observance
of his perfect movements was greatly
to my advantage, and it was a matter
of great pride to me when, to show his
appreciation of how I had succepded, he
presentsd ine, eighteen years ago, with
e pair of wicket-kerping glaves, accom-
panied with a few kind words of en-
couragement. On my last visit to Aus-
tralia 1 had the pleasure of again meet-
ing Blackham, and he insisted upon us
being photegraphed togéther, being evi-
dently gratified that 1 had anewersd the
expectations e had formed of me so
long before, - !

. Betti}lg' on Racehorses.

SOME FAMOUS WAGERS.

£30000 T A ‘\\'AI-HT(‘OAT. "

All sorte of (xaggerated ideas in con-

. mdction with 'betting on raecrhorses are

liedd by the unitinted. . The trial of &
Liverponl ban-clerk a-few years ago
lrought out sonie eurinus facts in- this
comection, the poor dupe, thinking it
wad poseible to invest £50040 on a race-
Yinrge nn hour bofore -the time et for
the' race. "-A plunging bettor may eer-
tainly wowndaya: inveat £3530.000 on an
jniportant handicap: hut this Amount
weulll have to. be -judiciously, and with
muech  diplemady, 4divided amengst the
priaeipail bookthakers, on the sime prin-
cipal that fire insuranes oflices share the
risda -of enormons - -insprances. - The
hacker would - certainty fiad- & remark-
ably- /liort priee  on’ offer againet his
funey at the finish, as the hetting market
ia ‘entirely regulated by the law of suf-
rly and demanl. P

. EEE PR .
Yearling Books om the Derby. .
Koma listorie ‘bete wera madr in eon-
- PR Lo
iy

roctivn with Hermit's snowstarm Derby,
Lhe late Duke of Hamilton laid Captain
Mavhell the large he! of £ 180,000 to
£ WHO nsainst Hermit winning.

The scnsational winner aof tha great
Ep<om kv was thea only o yearliog,
and actim’ly started at maore then double
thede odily om the day of the race,
The plunring Marquis of Hastings wonld
not believe that Hevmit had a ghest of a
chanee, and lo-t a fartune, no less than
103,000 in bets going ta Hermit's owner,
Mro Chaplin, The Tueky jeckey, Dulex,
who was ooly eagaged to ride at the
last minute, was presented with the
whole of the stakes, 700 guinena,

Some years ago it was fashionalde for
sporting  nableen to make  vearting
Liokas on the Derby—that i<, when the
enterad horses vere ouly a year and, in
Eomp caxes only a few months old, Rir
Joreph Flawley, upon one orcasion took
e long odids L2000 ta L3000, split
up on the chunzes of his five Blue Ribbon
eundidates.

Lord Georme Bentinck was one day
dead tired, and fast asleep in White's
Cluh, after an all-might’s debate in the
ITouse of Commons.  Several of Lhe mem-
bers tried to ronse him from his heavy
slimber, but tsavailingly, lovd Glas-
gow, however, brt a fellow ¢lub man £100
{tat he would wake the sieeprr with
leas than & doren words, and, going up
to him, he tuwied out, I want to make
a bet with you, Bentinek!™

Instantly faord George, who was re-
riarkably keen orm pgambling—le would
bet on the merest trile—woke wp and
sinted his willingness. 1 want to boek
the produre of Miss Whip against thit
el any mare you like to name tor the
Perby of 184%™ * Dote,” said  the
wakened sleeper. I name (roeifix, How
much ™ Five thousand,” said the chal-
leuger. Lord (reerge's lueky awakening
won him that ~wmn, as Cruocifix shortly
afler fealed Rurplice, who eantered
away witl the Derby.

When Cremwne just managed to finish
A few inches in front of Pell Mcil, afler
the latier ha¢ Leen Dbadly hampered in
ihe rare, & sporting peer asked the late
George Payne, who had supported the
accond, what differsnce the short head
lhad made to him. * One hundral thous
wnd pounds,” was the calm reply.

A Gigantic Bet.

Mr., Menry Chaplin, who landed sueh n
atge sum in Mwts when his horse Hermit
won' the English Derby,'essiyed to bring
off another Lig betting conp over Holy
Friar for the rawme rTace. Henry Steo',
1he Sheilicld leviaihan, who aftrrwards
yprezented a ‘chureh te” the stecl town,
laid him the gigantic bet of £103000 te
£15,000 against hia fancy proving sue-

l“c‘[%ﬁf\l]. Afr. thaplin's judgment wus,
bowever, at fault this time, as Holy
Friar turned ot & bad Toarrr. Never-

theless, the plucky backer was in luck,
as a few weeks before the rave the no
jnatar of the horse
and - thus the big ber was vemlerat
void. After Lhe settiing gver Thornanby’s
Trerby, Mr. Merry. the owner, covered liy
drawing room lable with his winning—
nates and gold to the extent of L10:0.000.

Sonme years age two bookmaker: were
faving a heated argument on Bath Race-
course a5 to the probahle winner of the
forthceming Derby. One of the peneil-
lrra was s disgusted with the fancy of
T brother lwookmaker, which was
Adams - that he actually laid him £50,-
000 and a suit of clothes to a walstcoat!
Ite layer of Lhese remarkable long odda
nrust have tremibled when he wiw the
race being ran, ax the despised ocuteider
fmished third, very close up. Indeed,
thousands of spectators wrre of opinion
'.ha.g Adanms actually \;on the race.

The Englishman at Home and
. Abroad. ;

A recently published ‘book of easavs, Ly
Professor Aundrew  MePhail, of McGil
Vidiversity, containg the following humar-
oust pasesge Dm the  Kmgtishoran: —*An
Englislip loves ta- belicve bhat ha
wn do rothing for hmnself—when lLe is
in- ¥ngland, . No man in the warld can
do mare when he s ahrgad. He protonds
that he ls the most helpleas person in
thit he eadnop ¢aery hie bag,
if of Dis Sl find
Elie dbeetars ) WE et a telophone;
He loves to helieve that he is living
in- e Btlcenmenryc . He garvies-a bundle
of rogs lest the, enaeh may  be mireld
Al hineeld ¢onipellod to. gprad the night
in the npen, | He junagines that e may be
nitaeked by fvedpadsggo be carrics a Wail-
goon for protection. 1pievery ciby which

' [ . e

died,

he vimits be buys a new one. and comes
honte laden down with a Lbundle of fag-
pota, dhe expeets that his loggage may
Iz stolen, wo e places it by Lis side or
above his head in the railway carriage.
Jie thinks that rain i+ universal, co be
carries an umbrelia, even to the SNahara
or Los Angeies; and knowing that it
anxy be stolen, he carres twao. 1 Eng-
tand pot rid of her half eplayed, Eog-
lrhmen would be obliged to alter some-
what their donieslic anl sovial arrange-
ments: to dn for themselves what is now
done for them by big fooimen amt other
indelent eervanrs,™

NORTHERN STEAM SHIP COMs
PANY, LIMITED.

Weatler and nther rlreumstabces  per-
mitting. the Compauy's sleamers wiil leaves

08 uuder:—
For Russell,

CLANSNAN Every Mauday, at 7 pm-
For Russcll, Whangaroa, and
Mangonul,

CLANSMAN. .IIvery Welnes, at 5.30 pm
Xo Cargn Tor Hussell..

For fwanui, Waiharara, Hanhorn,
Whangarea, and Mangennl,
ATANDCT ... .. Live: Mouday, at 2 pu
WNo Carge Whangaroa awl Mauzonul
For Whangaroru, Helena Bay, Tu=
tunkaka, and Whananakl.
PAERQA. ..o Aamlay, 20 Do, 1 pom.

For Great Barrier.
WAIOTAITL. . Every Wednesiday,
For Waiheke and Coromandel
AV AUCKTANI N
rry Tues<. & Thigrs, Forenoon,
I. Y COROMNANDREL, VIA WAL Bl
DAPNNE. ... Kyery

mldulght |

TAPIINIG

Wed and l, Larly
rag walll o
b oat I opoau., couthensing 4t Do
FROM ONEHUNGA. .
For Hokianga. '

CLAYMGRID Every Thusday
For Raglan and Krwhia.

CLAYMORE. .........-.. .. Lvery Alenday |

WHANGAREI SERVICE,

Btemwmers leave Whangore! g8 under:—
8 WGALINPTHILL
Train Whangarel 5.8, Coromandel *
fa What, Teaven

Goade re-  Fas. Mungapal, Taros

celved il Teain Bay. -
2l — 410 o 1 pon. 10 aom. 1 poon’
4th 11 nnl. No osr 11 am,
Tth—1 2 p 1 pom. No okt
Hh—11 e 34% pan. Y pom. 4 pan.

11th—*Trey N ostr. Hoam.
.

N awm. Nu Blr.
11 nam.

Oogam,
Nuooste,
11 A

0145 . B .

3t - No g 11w

Hinada outward by steamers leaving oo |

fullowlog hides, viz: 40, 110k, 14l Y6th,

DKL, amd 3000, moaat legve np—countey sda-
tivus Ly afterooon trady presbaas doay,

NORTLIIERN 8.8 CO., LYD.,
Agonta .

England s the Home
of Good Tailoring—
London the Fashion
Centre. of the World.

AN IMPORTANT SAVING
Can be effected if you order your clothes from Loadom,

JOHN J. M. BULT,

Cazh Tailor,
14, Fenchurch St., London, Eng,,
bas & Special Depariment in his business for attends
ing to Lhe requements of those abroad. where tha
same personas alleation w given which has bailt up
hie reputation wt home. He guanniees the bes
quality cloth — the best styles alio.

FPRICES arc an lollows!

Frok Coaland Vst - - e 83/
Divess Supt (lkbned) - - o B
Lounge Suit = o = o o . B8i- .
Nodolk and Knicken - - 1+ @3

A choice of Tweeds, Flacnels, Chevints and Set
may be kad.  Kindly gate which required —and 1
colowr —when writing for patterns.  Seif measuremend
forms on spplication.  Ax & rrgitter is kept of all

Customers’ measures, an sccurate fit is gusraniced

. RIDING BREECHES
cut on the most approved Llinen hrom 38/

OHN ROUTLY,
ARCHITECT, 4 1V ol .
PLIETE BUILDINGS, 8WANSON.ST.,.
. AUCKT . \ :

28 I

) .
Mr. ROUTLY W oa 'vactical Bollder and a
Grodunte o Arelllectare, Bluxigna  pnd
Eupervisiou, fur anxthlng, from o Cattaga
ty o Moanskor [Tgh [tafhiling  Coenstrietiog
after thre Amerlean Slerl Frame Syslein,
Helnforved Concrete Work,



