
How to Keep Wicket.

SOME ADVICE TO BEGINNERS.

By A. A. LILLEY
(Warwickshire C.C. Club).

The art of wieket-keeping has always
been to me a fascinating one, and if,
in offering a few hints to beginners, I
can ire of assistance to the rising gen-
eration, the pleasure and interest arous-
ed will be mutual. In the first place,
let me advise the aspirant never to take
tip the position behind the stumps
unless he is properly equipped with the

gloves and pads necessary for the pur-
pose, for, unless attention be bestowed
upon these very important details—•
they are important, however trifling
they may seem to some cricketers—he
■will be courting failure. Another ele-

mentary consideration, but one non? the

lees important, is the position of the
feet and the method of standing. Ob-

serve our greatest batsmen, and note

the ease and elegance of their footwork,
which is so instrumental in enabling
them to bring into operation all the
known strokes. Bad footwork will mili-
tate against the scoring abilities of the

bat-man, and it places an equal limit
on the opportunities of the wicket-

keeper.

The Wicketkeeper’s Attitude.
Tn assuming the stooping attitude

too much care cannot be exercised in

bringing this about in as natural a

manner as possible. Whilst stooping,
moreover, the body must never be

cramped; otherwise much difficulty will

be experienced in regaining the upright
position in order to take a rising ball.

To admit of the best possibilities, the

wicket-keeper should stand with the

middle of the left foot in a line with
the leg stump. The right foot should
then be extended only far enough to be

quite easy, and it should be slightly
drawn back, so that the toe of the
right foot may come in a line with the
“ball” of the left foot. This will give
greater freedom and additional play
tn the right arm, and also increase the
facilities in following the ball.

T cannot impress upon the young
“keeper” too strongly the importance of
standing with the feet perfectly flat,
and never getting on the toes. Not only
is it necessary to stand flat-footed for
the purpose of obtaining a firmer grip
of the ground with both legs, but it

enables one to move more rapidly on

to the leg-side. It affords a quicker and

steadier start for this action, and it is

equally advantageous in making a move

to the off-side. Should the wicket-keeper
be on his toes, he is likely to over-

balance in making either of the move-

ments indicated.

On the Leg Side.

The ball on the leg-side should be

taken with a similar movement to that
which is adopted in taking the ball on

the off. Of course, it is much more

difficult to see the approaching object
when the bat-man is obstructing one’s

sight. The only manner in which the

probable spot can be gauged where a

leg-bail comes along under these condi-
tions is to make one step to the leg and

slightly lean the body on one side, but

never sufficiently to prevent the wicket-
keeper from getting back to the wicket
for a possible stumping. Where tihe

ball will come when it has passed the

obstructing batsman can only be judged
by eareful Watching and practice as to
the type Of delivery, and the method

adopted by the batsman in playing it.

The best stumping I have made on the
leg-side has been wlien the batsman ha.

leant forward tb play the stroke, and
by so doing has raised himself on his

toe, and for the time being has thus
been out of his ground: before the
batsman lias had' time to replace his

keel within the crease the ball has been

gathered and The'baits removed. This
can only be' hthiOved’ by taking the ball
and displacing the ’bailS with one and
the Stirne action.

Position of the Hands.

Probably tin; most’' important factor

for success in Wicket-keeping is the posi-
tion of the hands. I'lmse should always
be held with the fingers pointing down-

wards, and, having assumed the stoop-
ing attitude in preparation for the ball

to be bowled; the fingers should on nd

account be held horizontally with the

wiekofs—tliivt is to say, facing the ball—-

for if they are placed in this a.

<islpea/tidn or breakage of the digits may

be the result. On the contrary, if the
hands are held with the palms turned
downwards, as I have indicated, the ball
so strikes this part that it gives way
slightly, and so the danger of sustaining
damaged fingers is minimised. It is also
desirable to let the hands hang loosely,
so as to "give” as much as possible when
they come in contact with the ball. If

they are held stiff the ball may rebound
from the palm; in the other" case tho
impact is calculated to have the effect
of closing the loose hands and so fixing
the grasp on the ball.

A Word of Caution.

I would strongly* caution the beginner
never to make a grab at the balT. By
such action he w-ill be merely hitting
the ball and increasing its pace, -instead
of ‘‘giving” to it, and so diminishing
the speed at which it i.s travelling and

arresting its progress. An apt illustra-
tion of my meaning is provided by the

trick which is such a favourite amongst
conjurers, of throwing an egg some dis-
tance into the air and catching it on

a tray without breaking the shell. The
secret of success lies, of course, in lower-
ing the tray immediately on contact,
and So reducing to a minimum tire
force of the impact. I have known

wicket-keepers who have been incontest-

ably good in all other -particulars, but

this holding o<f the hands has been their

great blemish, and the one which has

brought about their downfall. It has
been impossible for them to last, and

they have sought an early* retirement
with, damaged hands and fingers.

Further, a wicket-keeper -must have

infinite confidence in himself to take
any kind of bowling, and should he re-
ceive a few of the knocks incidental to
his position in the field, he must accept
them cheerfully as a part of the game.
These mishaps are only to be expected,
and the best of wicket-keepers cannot

escape some of them. I do not say it

vaingl-oriously, but I have kept wicket

throughout a whole day with a broken

finger; and whilst I do not for a mo-

ment suggest the desirability of others

doing the same thing -under similar cir-

cumstances, this is the spirit which, iu '
my opinion, should animate all aspirants
for -the position -of wicket-keeper. Keep-
ing the wicket is not all honey, but

when you feel you have achieved some

measure of success there is something
quite fascinating in it.

The Incomparable Blackham.

In my time the greatest of all wicket-

keepers in his day was Jack Blaekham,
the Australian, and he was a man who

religiously observed the points I have
enumerated. At the time he first visited

England I w*as serving my novitiate,
being then quite a newcomer to county
cricket, and I closely* watched the then

great master of the art. The observance
of his perfect movements was greatly
to my advantage, and it was a matter
of great pride to me when, to show his

appreciation of how I had succeeded, he

presented me, eighteen years ago, with

a pair of wicket-keeping gloves, accom-

panied with a few kind words of en-

couragement. On my* last visit to Aus-

tralia I had the pleasure of again meet-

ing Blackham, and he insisted upon us

being photographed together, being evi-

dently gratified that I had answered the

expectations he had formed of me so

long liefore.

Betting on Racehorses.

SOME FAMOUS WAGERS.

£50,000 TO A WAISTCOAT. ?

All sorts of exaggerated ideas in eoh-

reetion with betting cm racehorses are

held by the unitiated. The trial of a

Liverpool bank clerk a few years ago
Irov.ght out some -curious facts in this

connection, the poor -dupe, thinking it

was possible to invest. £50,0000n a race-

horse an hour before the time set for

the race. A plunging -bettor may* cer-

tainly nowadays- invest £50,000 on an

important handicap; hut this amount
would have to be judiciously, and with

much diplomacy, divided amongst the

principal bookmakers, on the same prin-
cipal that fire insurance offices share tlu?

risks of enormous insurances. The

backer would certainly* find a remark-
ably short prieo on -offer against > hjs
fancy at the finish, as the betting market

is entirely regulated- by the law of sup-
ply* and demand.

Yearling Books on the Derby. |..
.Some historic bet* were made in eou-

rcction with Hermit’s snowstorm Derby,
'the late Duke of Hamilton laid Captain
Machell the large bet of £ 180,000 to
£OOOO against Hermit winning.

The sensational winner of the great
Epsom event was then only a yearling,
and actually started at more than double

these odds on the day of the race.

The plunging Marquis of Hastings would

not believe that Hermit had a ghost of a

chance, and lost a fortune, no less than

£105,000 in bets going to Hermit's owner,
Mr. Chaplin. The lucky jockey, Daley,
who was only engaged to ride at the

last minute, vas presented with the

whole of the stakes, 7000 guineas.
Some years ago it was fashionable for

sporting noblemen to make yearling
books on the Derby—that is, wlien the
entered horses were only a year and, in
some eases only a few months old. Sir

Joseph Hawley, upon one occasion took
the long odds "of £200,000 to £3OOO, split
up on the chances of bis five Blue Ribbon
candidates.

Lord George Bentinck was one day
dead tired, and fast asleep in White’s
Club, after an all-night’s debate in the

House of Commons. Several of the mem-

bers tried to rouse him from his heavy
slumber, but unavailingly*. Lord Glas-

gow,however, bet a fellow club man £lOO

that he would wake the sleeper with
less than a dozen words, and, going up
to him, he bawled out, "I want to make

a bet with you, Bentinck!”

Instantly Lord George, who was re-

markably keen on gambling—he would

bet on the merest trifle—woke up and

stated his willingness. “I want to back

ibe produce of Miss Whip against that

ol any mare you like to name for the

Derby of 1818,” “ Done,” said the

wakened sleeper. “ I name Crucifix. How

much?” “Five thousand,” said the chal-

lenger. Lord George’s lueky awakening
won him that sum, as Crucifix shortly
after foaled Surplice, who cantered

away with the Derby.
When Cremoirne just managed to finish

a few inches in front of Pell Mell, after

Hie latter had been badly hampered in

the race, a sporting peer asked the late

George Payne, who had supported the

second, what difference the short head

had made to him. “ One hundred thous-
and pounds,” was the ealm reply.

A Gigantic Bet.

Mr. Henry Chaplin, who landed such a

large sum in bets when his horse Hermit

won the English Derby,'essayed to bring
off another big betting coup over Holy
Friar for the same race. Henry Stee',
the Sheffield leviathan, who afterwards

presented a churoh to' the steel town,
laid him the gigantic bet of £105,000 to

£15,000 against his fancy proving suc-

cessful. Mr. Chaplin’s judgment was,

however, at fault this time, as Holy
Friar turned out a bad roarer. Never-

theless, the plueky backer was in luck,
as a few weeks before the race the nom-

inator of the horse died,
and thus the big bet was rendered

void. After the settling over Thor-nanby’s

Derby, Mr. Merry , the owner, covered his
drawing room table with his winning-
notes and gold to the extent of £lOO,OOO.

Some years ago two bookmakers were

having a heated argument on Bath Race-

course as. to th? probable winner of the

forthcoming Derby. One of the peneil-
lers was so disgusted with the fancy of

his brother bookmaker, which was

Adams—that he actually laid him £50,-
000 and a suit of clothes to a waistcoat.'

’Ibe layer of these remarkable long odds

must have trembled when he saw the

race being run, as the despised outsider

finished third, very close up. Indeed,
thousands of spectators were of opinion
that Adams actually won the race.

The Englishman at Home and

Abroad.

A recently published book of essays, by
Profe.sLsor Andrew McPhail, of McGill
I contains the following humor-

ous/ passage on the Eijglishm'an:—-•‘•Ah
Englishjna>n loves to believe that he

can do nothing for himself—when he is

in bjnglanib , ;No man in tJje world can

do more when he U fie pretends
that he is the mast helpless person in

the world — that he catiriot carry hir bag,
•open the1 d-odr of his eAb, find an ad-

dress in the tllVec'fory? Wr iik'6 a telephohei
lie loves to believe that he is living
in the IBtb ceibtury.. lie carries a bundle
of rugs lest the coa<fi> may be mired
ami compelled to-spend the night
in the open. He imagines that he may be

attacked by footpad*,;30 .be carpce .1 blud-

geon for protection. Jnt every city which

he visits he buys a new one. and comes

home laden down with a bundle of fag-
gots. He expects that his luggage may
In* stolen, so he placets it by his side or

above hies head in the railway carriage,
lie thinks that rain is universal, so he

carries an umbrella, even to the Sahara

or Los Angeies; and knowing that it

may be stolen, he carries two. If Eng-
land got rid of her half employed, Eng-
lishmen would be obliged to alter some-

what their domestic and social arrange-

ments; to do for themselves what is now

done for them by big footmen and other

indolent tservants.”

NORTHERN STEAM SHIP COM-
PANY, LIMITED.

Weather and other circumstances per-

mitting. the Company's steamers will leave

ns under:—

For Russell.
CLANSMAN .... Every Monday, at 7 p.m.

• For Russell, Whangjaroa, and

Mangonul,
CLANSMAN..Every Wednes., at 5.30 p.m.

No Cargo for Russell.
For Awanui, Wailiarara, Houhora,

Wkaiigaroa, and Mangonul.
APANUI Every Monday, at 2 p in.

No Cargo Whangaroa and Mangonul.
For Whangaruru, Helena Bay, Tu-

tukaka, and Whananaki.
I‘AEROA Monday, 20th Dec., 1 p.m.

For Great Barrier.

WA lOTA 111.. Every Wednesday, midnight

For Waiheke and Coromandel.

LEAVE AUCKLAND.
DAPHNE. .Every Tues. A Thnrs. Forenoon.

LEAVE COROMANDEL. VIA WAlmwvß.
DAPHNE... .Every Weil and Fri., Early

FOR WAIHEKE.
Sat. at 2 p.m., commencing 4th De»\.

FROM ONEHUNGA.

For Hokianga.
CLAYMORE Every Thursday

For Raglan and Kr.wliia.

CLA YMORE Every Monday

WHANGAREI SERVICE.
Steamers leave Whangarei as under: —

S.S. NGAPVHI.
Train Whangarei S.S. Coromandel

to Wharf. Leaves.
Goods re- Pas. Mangapai. Parut
ceived till Tiain Bay.

2nd-9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 10 a.in. 1 p.m. “
4th- 9.15 a.m. 11 a.m. No str. 11 a.in.
7th —11.45 a.m. 2 p.m. 1 p.m. No str.
9th 11.45 a.m. 3.45 p.m. 2 p.m. 4 p.m.
11th—*Prevs.‘ day. 9 a.m. No str. 9 a.m.
14th Treys. day. 9.30 a.m. s a.m. No str.

16t.h -9.15 a.m. II a.m. 9 a.m. 11 a.m.
18th—9.15 a.in. 11.15 a.m. No str. Noon.

21st 9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. No str. .
23rd 11.45 a.m. 3 p.m. 1 p.m. 3 p.m.
24th— No cargo. 2 p.m. No str. 2 p.m.
28th--♦l’revs. day. 9.30 a.m. S a.m. No str.

30th-9.15 a.m. 11 a.m. N a.m. 11 a.m.
31st—No cargo. 11 a.m. No str. 11 a.m.

♦Goods outward by steamers leaving on

following dates, viz.: 4th. 11th. 14th, 16th,
28th, and 30th, must leave up-eountry sta-

tions by afteruoou train previous day.
NORTHERN S.S. CO., LTD.,

Agents

England is the Home
of Good Tailoring—

London the Fashion
Centre of the World.

■

AN IMPORTANT SAVING
Can be effected ifyou order your clothes from London.

JOHN J. M. BULT,
Cash Tailor,

140. Fenchnrch St., London, Eng, M

has a Special Department in his business lor attezid*

ing to the requirements of those abroad, where the
same personal attention is given which has built up
his reputation at home. He guarantees the best

quality cloth - the best styles also.
PRICES are as follows:

Frock Coat and Vest - - from 63 -

Dress Suit (Silk-lined) - - „ 84 -

Lounae Suit - - - . . „ 55 -

Norfolk and Knickers -
-

~ 63/-

A choice of Tweeds, Flannels, Cheviots andSerge*
may be had. Kindly state which required -and the
colour - when writing for patterns. Self-measurement
forms on application. As a register is kept of all
Customers’ measures, an accurate fit is guaranteed.

• RIDING BREECHES
cut

on the most approved lines from 36/-

JOHN ROUTLY,
ARCHITECT, 1 ’’ 1

28 EMPIRE RI’ILDINGS. SWANSON ST.,
AUCKLAND.

Mr. ROUTLY !h a Practical Builder and a

Graduate in Ai< hit« « Ijuc. !)<>igns and

Supervision, for anything,, from a Cott.-igo
to a Mansion'. High Building Construction
after the American Steel Frame System.

Reinforced Concrete Work.
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