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News of the Dominion.

OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

The Hing's Birthday.
HE finst day of the week waa the
diay of the King—tiod bless him.
It B2 exuctly what we all tried
N to do lor ilis Majesty of gra-
ciius memory. But  the fates were
aguinst i, In other words, the wind
blew alt day with hurrieane forco Tike
walt prmllg.{l-i he ran away to sca in the
end, but the King's Day had gone loag
lnfuu- he got an offing. Yo will vn-
derstamd therefore that we were munch
disturbml  in our  alleyiance. Roreas
Lelped us by making the fiags atand
awi in splendid show,  But if he had
not rade it a condition that nothing
«ldc in the world bul tlhoee flags enjoyed
the day we shoold 2rave appreciate] him

moare,

Birthday saours—Sir George
McLean.

There were consolations however the
nexk day,  Tb came in the <hape of the
arraungzment of hobours  to ceriain
persons whe may be preswmed to have
enjugel the bicthday wery much moro
than we did. Of course all mouths are
full of the praizes of Sir (eorge Me-
Lean,  The friends of “Geordie” have
lung meanories and these containing poth-
ing but good of the old man so shrewd
aml s0 kiodly. They remember him in
hia salad days in old Melbourne, where
he lunded wher almost everybody lad
goene off to old DBendign.  Naturally
Geordie had his pick of the billets going.
He might have been the Governor’s
<ok or the chief of the Curtoms. Ila
niight have run the best hotel—Scotts
- ured to eall it in those days, and we
#lwavs think as we mention the old
place now of the old wine of the Mo-
scile which all. men of anything like
proper habita of self-respect used to eall
far at the fameus hostelry, He might
hive heen “boss™  of anything at ol
from {le Public Werks Offices to the
sharemarket, He just watched the leng
Yine of apportunity, and ended by select-
ing a bauk. He had no hanoking experi-
enee, it is true. But mobady else had
ony either, and the banks were full of
the emply places of the clerks and ae-
eountanla who had gone off to the dig-
rirgs 1o nake their fortnnes. o Iie
enlered inta p sien of a stan) and
very sonun ro<e high in the banking st
mospliers,  The sueerss  mave him his
Yot in life as well as the key to fortuue
which every {rug son of Scotin goes to
Fonrhern lands to ful.

TPiuding he did not make that pile fast
enough in the Victorian capital, and
heaving of a Seottish settlement nat long
estubli-hed in one of these istands, in
which was reproditeed the rame of ohl
Talinburgh., aml a repliea of the gold-
firld of Rendign, he started and poule a
deseent into the new Scvatlunl There
thy Lanking world held out it arms to
the genial aewcamer, aud presently he
wad puzhing the business of the RNZ,
n Dunedin az ils first manager in that
place.  Rapidly accumulating eapital, he
e 16 n merchant on the I‘..xlto—the
Toeal name of which was High-~irert—
rod before long e beeams the head of
the firm of Cargills and Mclean, 1he fiest
aof the merchant princes of that time.
Az he weat aboal the streelz of the
eapital the folk said of Lim that his wa=
the old famify of the Mechean wha had
a hoat of their *ain® which sailed the
Fea i conpetitien with the  Ark of
Noah, and Hs apent2 were Cargills and
MoT.ran,

ATter that the key he beought with
him from Melonrne stoed him in good
ftoad. L was the oply thine he Jind
witic Jim when he landed. There was
nol even the araual Jettor of intreduetion.
The only letter of that kiml whick he enr.
rird waa that which nature had written
o hia Tave — a geninl, kindix, shrewd
human document which inspirad eonfi-
denece every Lime he presented it. Thus
he was allowed to approach all appor-
tunitics of the da¥, and every oppor-
tunity he spproached he produced lis
key and procecdwl to unlock the treas.
urrs behind the door, Whatg di-tin-
grished him in those days was th faruliy
of seping the treasures at the other aide
of the doar. What distinguished many

of his cont #en, was the Dindness
which made Llema think there was treas-
nre belind tia doorg where it was not.
'The play of the key brought him many
Lhinga.

Ezsily  foremost in the mercantila
world, he got into politics and rese high
in the Provineial Council what time one
Robert Ntout was a youth looking on
from the gallery, ecllecting material for
& ecarger which we now know to have
heen marvellous. From the local poli-
Cad world - Geordie” was translated
to Lhe general, and before long he was a
Minisier of the Crown, as has bheen told
in the numerous Dbiegraphies with which
liis name haz been associated during the
last few days. It was a goad, useful
career, al it earned for him the jibes
of 8ir George Grey, who preferved decla-
ration of inalility to understood Dorie
to the task of mplying to the shrewd
comments of the MceLean intellect, Never-
theless, the world laughed with Grey, as
it always does on such occasions. Sinve
those days Sir George has been n member
of the Legistative Council, which has
lheard many epecches from him of busi-
neas-like character and knowledge of
aflairs,

His Big Achievement,

The hig thing of his career was the
cxtablishaent of the TUnion Shipping
Campany, which institution he served as
ehief pilot for many vears with unswery-
ing devotion and mighty cars, To him
and one other—3ir James Mills—is dus
the faet that the Unien serviee is the
Dest eoastal pazienger service in the
world to-day, as all travellera freely
admit who have had experience of the
ways of travel on many waters, There
is an idea” abroad that the first knight-
hood bestewed on the aservice should
have been Geordie™s, not the other man's,
Also, there is some wonder why Sir
Jamea Mills should have been selected
for another deecration wiren the knight-
hood was conferred on “Geordie™ 1t is
freely said thai the Union—good service
as it is—mneed not have bien selected for
iwo decorations on this uccasion. Thesa
are the partisans of “Sir Arthur? Guin-
ness, “Sir Jashua” Williams, “Siz James”
Coates, and other high persons in this
Dominion, I speak of the titles in the
light of the wishes of their friends, It
may be possible that on some futura
Birthday some of these titles may take
their date poink. At the same time, let
it be nnderstood that no one gradges
the honour that has been conferred on
sir George MeLean, who, as merchant,
Lanker, ship company director, and good
political sevvant, has deserved well of liis
country. 1am sure the men of the Union
Company all support the veteran. They
remember well the scene after the great
Mauritime Strike, Their representatives
wiited on his after the collapse of that
ill-advised omeration. They laid therr
cast befove him, They talked at length.
At last they paused for his reply, It
enme—slow, short, and decisive. lb
sounded eryplic as the Delphic Oraele.
It proved strong as Fate.  And avithal it
was  genial anl generous, as well a5
just. That was ome of the finest things
this writer ever zaw in the management
ef men. 1 «hall say no more in support
of tha kuighthood except to wish old
Nir €eorge Jong life for ita enjoyment,
as i3 right for the man who by his
lang carecr of honest, varied success has
deserved  it. .

The Shadow of the Bodget.

Of politics what is there to say ex-
cept thut the shadow of the Budget is
aver everything?  Tn many things this
Hiddget was extraordinary, but in noth-
ing more 3o than in the small matter
of ita awnreadiness at the moment an-
ncunerd far its delivery, A full House,
parked galleries, a  hurh - after many
belfs, and Sie Joseph on lis legw. But
intead of moving the lowse into Com-
mittee of Ways aml Means, e astound-
rd ua all by asking that the debate on
the “Quedi mlurruplml by the five-
thirty adjournment might be allowed te
proveed, s the Financial Statement was
for some 7trason mot quile ready. So
for threequarters of an hour we had to
listen to ihis debate aboub many things
whicl usually ape¥ nothing. Bt it had
ita  eomprnaations, Tt showed, inter
alia, that the Covernment kpows how
10 take cars of itsell againat the prr-
tinacions  questioner dissatisfied wilh

“all things”—which mesns the Govern-
nx nt. The way in which the Railways
Minister witruck baeck ot ihe men who
Lud -laboured to make political eapital
out of the e¢ase of the man McDermott
pilloried in the Teport of the Police
Commissioner wae refreshing, and so
war the manner of reply given by the
Hon. 1. Mackenzie to the man who had
arpersed the Department of Agriculturs
in many ways, as the rabbit department
vkd other things. The Hon. Thomas was
in his ©d form, that whieh he made
known to the llouze when he rvepre-
sented the Clutha, and reminded us,
who heard him hold forth, of the swirl-
ing power and rough strength of that
famous siream, Mr. Buchanan must
have been sorry he mentioned those rab-
bit inspeetors so strennously defended,
and when the Hen. Thomas carried the
war into the enmemy’s «couniry by a
foaming, curling, roaring reminder of
the attack made on the Department for
ita just defence and proper eare of the
Lutber interests threatened by ihe prac.
tices of the water party, which ought to
know better. and would he compelled
tn the betterment necessary, there wag
not much left for the other side to say,
or even think.

In re McDermott.

Another sidelight thrown by these
proceedings was that provided by the
attack (under form of question and
protesting reply to the answer of the
Minfter} on the Railway and Police De-
partments in re MaeDermott aforesaid.
Tkere were three aspects. TFirst it be-
came evident that the Opposilion are
not masiers of tacties. Mr. Herdman
began with a ritation of the ease of this
wmuch-diseus:ed man, and had not pro-
cesded half way through it when the
belt eut him off, Mr, Massey followed his
lieutenant in support—according to the
right eanon of political war. Bat the
performance fell thort of the conception,
for Mr, Massey, instead of taking up
the case where the frienda he was sup-
porting had left off, elected to begin at
the beginning and was eut off by the in-
exorable bel of tha Speaker before he
had got ar far as the point at which Mr.
Herdman bhad ended. What can you
tkink of tactics like that?

The second sidelight was supplied by
Mr. Millar, who replied in Te MacDer-
mott. Ie had no difticulty in showing
that both the Police Department and the
Railway Department had acted in this
matter in perfect good faith, and with
the best precaations. The first had ad-
mitted the man on false evidence, a thing
that may happen to anyone, but had
dizmissed him as zoon as it had dizcover-
«d the truth about him. Similarly, the
other Drepariment had taken his appli-
cativn out of many thouwsands, ‘had
found the man to be recommended by
some of the best men in Victoria as a
good. capable worker, had heard nothing
abous him from the Railway Tdepartmont
—a35 haw ghould they f—and had put him
on entirely on what transpirad in their
pwil experience after the eifect given to
the reecommendations. It was a complete
reply, amd it dikposed of the case of
Macllermoit completely, without avhite-
washing tiat individual, bt with every
credit to both the Departments tho mae
had deceived.

The third sidelight, therefore, concerns
dhe 1olice Commission. When there was
s complete an answer, what was the
senge of making this MacDeimott case
&6 prominent? That question the Com-
migstoner will have to answer. And
what is the sen=e of dragging all the
milar storics out of the repot and
ing them hefore  the public as a
proved iefallivle  delicious “ehrenique
seandaleus,” justifying the demand for
the removal of the head of the Polien
Department? That is & question which
the newspapers will have to answer,
At the butiom of these questions lies
ancther.  What confidence can we place
on the report of the {ommission any-
way?

L1

The Great Announcement.

At last the Dudget began, after three-
qunrtprs of an hour of the above discus-
#on. It was mild and genile at the
firt. Tt built wp figures firmly, like a
master workman does. Presently, it
showed the soundness of the position.
Three hundred millions addad to the as-
sets while Tt forty had been added
to the public debt—and most of that
forty sell-aupporting. It was & great
opening. It led to great things. As the
voice of ihe Fimance Miniter iravelled,
revealing the various points of the most
vatied, most important policy of later
$mes—one of We most importaat ever

announced to the Dominion—the attems
tion of the House grew more and morw
intense, There was not much applanse,
but thers were emphatic hitle chorusea
of inberruption, depoting approval of al
all events the eourame with which heava
responsibilitiea were being Jdischarged and
acknowledged duties performed. The
proposal fo find the money for the
Dreadnought in eighteen years, while the
Yife of such warships standa in the official
books st twenty to twenty-five, was re-
ceived with lively seatiskaction. The sure
prise at the announcement of compulsory,
military service was as gemine as it
was agreeable, The announcement of the
and policy threw mary of o listemers
on their beam ends, and the statement of
1he approaching liquor compromise forced
the House into the aeventh heaven of
guessing delight. When the figures at
the end were reached, speculation had
given place to contentment, As tha
House separated the impression waa
general that the power of the Gowverns
ntent for initiative, for enterprising re-
source, and due sense of responsibility
and financial prudence had been vimdie
cated by one of the most vemarkablg
Financial Statements in the anmﬁs of
the Dommmm

What Does the Country Think?

What de the people of the city think
of it, and what do the politicians gay?
Of the latter we capnct say anything
definite, except that the men who are
refusing with a reticence rare among
publie men on such oceasions w be drawn
will speak for themselves next week, Of
the city opinion, it is early to speak yet
I tind the financial condition is regarded
as extremely good in the city, conmsider-
ing all things, It is true that there is
on the year’a tramsactions only a profit
of £4,000; but the balanee brought for-
ward from the previous year (£184,000)
is enough to provide for the Supplemens
taries, It is true that over three hun-
dred thonsand will be required for the
new pelicy, bui it is aiso true that pro-
vision is specially made for it to the
extent of £448,000, leaving a balance
estimated to the good of £118.006. This
is good envugh to meet the chance of a
further shrinkage in the Customs re-
venue. When we add that the revenus
—~Customns Inconte Tax and Chinese Poll
Tax—ia estimated at a shortage of
£360,000, it is borme in on us that the
finance for the year ie prudent and far«
seeing. A glunce at the items of toxas
tion convinces all gound men of the fair.
ness of its incidence, and so there is but
little left to be said on the subjeet.

Of the military service, I find much,
and in places enthusiastie, appreciation
of the principle, and general determina-
tion to wait fur details before expressing
further opinion. Un the land question
the compromise is felt to be on the lines
of the least resistance. There is general
approval of the extension of the freehoid
-—outside the reserves—and there is gen-
eral approval equally of the securing of
a share of the unrarned inerement for the
Btate, with a generil reserve of opinion
on the side of the bush settler who has
felled his aecreages that be shall get all
incremwents possible exeépt those due to
the starling of great townships unexpect-
edly,

Gn the lignor question (detailasd later)y
there is an infinity of opinion with &
general idea, that the moderate man hag
beer:  left,” and an equally gencral ides
that the agreement is not representa-
tive of the interests most econcerned, and
that both of these interesis are gambling
terribly with their respective interests,
which they de not correctly represent,
whatever imay be the cuse in a few days.
I1 does mot appear, however, that ths
interests will fall in with the agreement
arhieved by the men who have under.
taken to represent them.  Sach at alk
events is the indicalion of various inter-
views that have been publizhel op the
subject. It ia notaRle ai the same time
that the New Zealand * Times,” whicl
iz certainly not a Prohibition organ or a
No-license advocate, expressen fears lead
the blue-ribbon men have obtained the
advantage. Against that tlere are the
opinions of men in the trade who think
openly  that  the Trohibitionists are
*dished.” Bot of ail these jnatters moro
anon, when men have had time to digest
what is set bejore them! At that feast
all agreo that never has so plentiful w
tuble been arranged for the pohtnﬂ
banguet, .

Some Famous Budgets.

One throwa one’s mind naturally back
over the past for the comparimon of
huidgets, 50 as to place thiz one ia its
Tight calegory of importance. IL<oking
back, the most momentous in our annals



