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NOTICE.

The Editor will be pleased to re-
<aive for conaideration Short Stories
and Descriptive Articlea illustrated
with photos, or sudgestions from coa
dributors.

Bright teras contributions are wanfed

dealing with Dominion fife and guose
fiones.

Unless sfamps are sent, the Editos
sannof guarantes the refurn of unsuite
able M3S.

The Land Question,
HERE is no question that the
. sta*ement of Government’s Land
Policy forms the mmost inierest-
- ing section of the Budget speech,
snd no doubt the debate will concentrate
“chiefly round this point. For the new pro-
posuls involve a great deal that will satis-
by neither party in theHouseorconutry
and wuch that, in our opinion, is open
1o sertous criticism. As our readers
will have realised by this time, Govern-
ment has made a  valuable conces-
sion to the freeholders by granting the
right of purchase under eatircly new
conditions, and in cases in which the
right to obtain the freehold has hither-
%o been resolntely refumed. Tease-inper.
- petuity tenants are to lhave the right
to purchase their land at the original
¥aluation, subject to five contributiona
%o ihe Crown on account of the “nn-
earned increment.” If the tenant and
dis hieirs pay one-tenth of the increase
on the unimproved value of his land
every 33 years for 165 years, the land
becomesa their freehold property. Ten-
ants under the renewable [fease, now
subject to recurring valuation every
B3 years, may purchase at the oaviginal
valuation subject fo a charge to' the
Blate of one-fifth of the “udearncd iu-

crement” every 33 years. And finally,
tenants of lands acquired under the
.Lands for Settlement Act, and bhitherto
-held solely as leasehold, may purchase
the freehold at the original valuation,
_but subject to double the contribution
demanded in the ¢ase of ordinary Crown
:lands—that i3 to say, on condition that
every 33 years the State is paid twe-
fifths of the imerease in unimproved
values sinee last periodical valuation,

LA

= Highly GControversial Subject.
We admit that the question of the
‘best form of land tenure is even among
economic experts a highly controversial
one; and it is particulatly so. under
our complex land sysiem bere, DBut
there are certain geweral principles onm
which tiie Liberal land policy has Deen
based here for the past filteen years
which seem to us . unmistakable.
-The hypothesis thai the increased value
‘added to land by the progress of the
‘eommunity and the patural  develop-
“ment of the country should mot be
_monepalised by the land holder, is ab
-the back of the whole of the Liberal
~Tand paolicy; and this view we have con-
. sistently upheld, We lave always ad-
mitled that the priwary object of the
“Jand policy in a young country must
:be to promote settlement, and there-
fore we Diave argued that to induce set-
tlera to  go - out - into the hack
blocks and ¢lear a’wny the Tlush, the
Ireehold should be offered as a perial
concession.  But ad regards highly-im-
“proved land, such 48 i3 always resnmed
wnder the Lands for Settlement Aet,
there ia mo meed for sueh an inducsment
4o encourage the demand. Swuch land,
we have always conlemled, shonld in the
inlercsts of the country Le retained
permanently by the State, and oecupiod
only on Ieaschold tenure. It seems Lo us
a mislake in principle to allow even
a fraction of the “unearned incrcwent”

Ao funds,

-and, in fact, collects, the dues,

1o fall into private hands in such cases;
‘and the changes proposed by the Premier
eerve bo emphagise the importance of the
unearned increment to the country, while
handing a portion of it to the
individual owner. As regards the sug-
gestion 4o grant right of purchase at
‘the original value, we consider that seri-
ous ex¢eplion can be taken to this on the
eane ground that the subsequent in-
creage in value has leen chiefly due not
to the landowner but t¢ the progreas of
‘the whole country. PBui quite apart from
this, we consider that whatever argu-
‘menty can be used to justify the eomccs-
sion of the frechold as a mreans of en-
couraging settlement, they fail entirely
to apply to the case of Lands fo: Settle-
ment Act lands.” The precise effect of
the Government proposals requires fur-
ther consideration and elucidation, but
80 far as they have been disclosed they
Appear, in some respects, to conflict with
the principles which have hitherio gov-
erned the land policy of the Liberal
arty. -

ey -

‘The Port of Foxton.

For a long time the aim and ambition
of the Manawatu was to have a Harbow
Board to contrel the port of Foxion.
The sumanit of that ambition was attain-
‘ed by ihe passuge of an Act for the pur-
pose last year, and soon afier the begin-
ming of the present ycar the Foxton
Harbour Board was <duly constituted.
But, alas, trouble has dogged the fnot-
steps of 4lig infant bourd, and the wholo
question was ventilated some days ago,
when the Hon. 3. A, Millar visited lox-
ton and received a deputaticn Dursting
with grievances. I{ is the old story—
It ‘appears that the toial
revenue of the Board amounts to about
£400 a year, and 45 the current expenses
of the Board absorbs that amount thera
is nothing left to cacry . out harbour

works. The Board, unlike $hose formed

some twenty or thirty years agn, has no

endowments, and apparently its fond
anticipation of receiving a subsidy of
some £700 from the Government proved
altegether too sanguine. Moreover, T
secms that the Board also imdnlged the
vain hope that it would derive revenus
from the wharfage dues. As, however,

“the wharves were constrneted and have

been maintained by the Railway Depart-
ment, naturally that Department claims,
And so
it is that the Foxten MMarbour Board
has noe funds, and might as well notb
oxist at ali for all the good it can do.
This sosry eondition of things was volubly
explained to the Minister by various
aerbers of the deputation, Mr, Millars
reply waa, fo put it mildly, exceadingly
candid, Ife told the deputation that the
settirra in the distriet knew quite well
what the position would e when they
agitated for Lhe establishment of Lhe

s Board, They knew what reveuue could
“be expected, and what the expenditure

would have to be. They knew that if
they wunied Lo carry oul improvements
that were absolutely
would have to be a ratieg clause in tha
Lill, but this they had declined Lo have.
It was just ad well for him o Le per-

necesaary lherg

-authorities.

- Every city and

feetly candid, and tell them that if they
wanted the Government to help them
they would have to help ihrmselves.
There would have to be a rating elavse,

for they need mot expect the Government
‘to do everything.

Az for the wharfng:.'
dues, the Government could not aecept
the view taken by the Board, Decausqy
if they did they wonld have to do the
same at Port Chalmers. They conld nod
deplete the railway revenue i that way.
Ioxton was only an instance of what
was going on ail over the country. As
for endownients, in the early dars Inta of

land was avzilable, and it wax a gnod

thing to give some of it to the local
But if ihey looked at the
mare recently  formed harbour boards
they would find that rating clinses had
been included in every case. In fine, the
‘Minisier peointed out ithe simple solutied
of Foxlon's trouble. That district, like
50 many others, will lmve to resign itaelf

.to being tated for its privileges.

E

Gishorme!

town lhas
particular munjcipal problems. At the
present time Gisborne, the chief town

Advance,
its own

-and port of ane of the most rich and

fertite districts in New Zealund. miseall-

ed Foverty Bay, ia peculiarly engaged

in solving the detailn of an all-round
developent scheme which will invelve
considerable  expenditure.  Beth  the
Gisborne Borough Council and ile Gis-
Lorne Harbour Board thave oblained
compreliensive reports upon contemplat.
ed improvements from Mr, I W. Mar-
clant, MLC.E, of Timare, and to judge
from these, published in n veeent issoo
of the “Poverty Bay Hernld” it i8 np-
parent that Gisborne will shortly e a
very up-lo-dute town indeed. The re-
purt sent Lo the Council deals with the
metalling and formation of streets, the
tarring of street surfaces, eleckrie lght-
ing, sewernge, tramways, and a onew
reservoir, The report sent to the Har-
bour Board deals with the question of
extending the breakwater. In snmmar-
izimg the report on the street work,
Mr. Marchout pgives some good adviee
te amnll  municipalities, “In  earrying
ont work of the chavactier considercd ™
he says, “the organisation of the plant
is of the first impertance. Gisborne has
practieally speaking, n clean slate in
this respect, and I alvise ihat nothing
bul:the best and most complele arrange-
ment should be made, Generally apeak-
ing, the snuller wmunicipalities get
through their work with a small cepital
expenditure on plant and arrangements,
but expend n considerable fotul amount
in small sums at diferent limes, and see
very litlle relurn for it comjmratively.*
(i the question of electrie light, the
Fnginecr notes that it is proposed to
use purtion gas engines. If that s
done, he says, the preaiest eare must
be taken to prevent “ficker,” which is
ruinois Lo cyesighi. Persomally, he pre-
fers a ateamn engine as a prime mover
for electric generators.  The Yight is nb-
solutely steady; there is nlways a re-
serve of puwer for sudden  demands,




