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M the soclety pettlag that ltile busdls
a! coacessions is Mot quits so good as
worve other things that might be men-
. tioned as likely to happea before tha new
ear. .
Tha bail in which thess pictures ars
. shown is 5ot of the largest. Thercfore,
when ona enters freah from
s perusal of the splenviin eriticiamg of
thes hanging committes, ons smiles at the
mtorm in thin teacup. To tha unitiated
. wys one place seems just as good as an-
other here. And, if ons ons smiien, the
smile ig made broader by the propoaal,
guite seriously made by one of the ex-
hibitors to have an exhibition of all the
rejected addresses. What more topay-
turveydom could ona have than a pro-
posal which supposes that it is the duty
. of a selection committee to exhibit the
worat picturest
. More gerious, of courde, ia the allega-
tion that the commitiee contain: artists
. who, when their own pictures come up
for judgmen:, do mot retire. But no
impartial man doubta their impartiality
for all that.

The Volanteer Returus.

In August the volunteer returns showed
an increase over the totals of any previ-
ous year in tl history of New Zealand.
That being the case, it ia salisfactory to
record that the September returns exaibit
pumerienl Buperiority over thnse for
August, and the reason for congratula-
tion is more proncunced beceuse the in-
crease is apparent in adult velunteer
Tanks ag listinguigshed from those of rifle
clubs and cadets. The inercrse would

- thave been even more pronounced had the
strength of the four tminieg corpa for
- officera, formed recently in Olage and
Canterbury, been included in the Septem-
ber figures. Thess, however, werg not
raceived in time, and they will be added
- %0 Lha totals for Qctober, which are
- dikely to ralablish a mew record.

A Prizoa Gate Home,

Jsland Bay residents are much per-
turbed ai the proposal of the Salvation
Army to establish a prisen gate home in
their midst, and there is ® atrong feel-

.ing of resentment against the scheme
(telegraphs our Wellington correspond-
ent}. The seaward suburbanites fear
that in a sparsely populated and insuffi-
ciently policed loeality like lsland. Bay
they would never feel safe, to leave their
homes, koowing that men who had «com-
mitted crimea and served sentences for
them wera close at hand. There wers
80 many young children about the place,
100, that the danger would be twofold.
When these views were placed before the
Authorities of the head office of the
Army, the provincial secretary stated

that similar homes were established in .

the chief cities of Auxstralia and
ie Auckland, and thers had bren no
trouble. In Melbourne the home was at
‘Abbatsferd, right jn the thickest popu-
Inted distriet about the city, which was
Collingwood. In Sydney it was at En-
more, out Newmarket way, not far from
the Redfern station. The disttict there
wig also closely populated. Yn Brishane
the home was at Red Hill, a residential
suburk. In Adelaide it was in the very
heart of the city, wnd in Awekland it
Was just near the Newmnarket tram ter-
minus,  The residents of Island Bay
might rest mssured that the establish-
ment of the home would do them no
harm whatever, This declaration, how-

ever, hag failed to calm the fears of the
residents,

New Zealand Artillery.

Captain Richardsom, Chief Instructor
of Artiliery, in his annual report, states
that i.n nearly every company there has

A improvement both in shooting and
gunz_em! efliciency, Ten out of twelve com-
panies qualified as first-class. There has
been m gradual improverment until if
would scem jmpossible to pet better re-
#ults from volunteery than those now re-
torded, The order of merit is worked
b_ut 83 follows: Right-inch B.I. guns:
'!\0. 2 Company, Canterbury, 1; No. 2,
Auckland, 2; No. I, Wellington, 3, Bix-
inch B.L. guns: No. §, Auckiand, 1; No.
1, Wellington, 2; No, 1, Otage, $, Light
Yuick-Aring guma: No. I, Auckiand, 1; No,
3, Auckiand, 2; No. 2, Auckland, 3. For
&Il shooting: Na, 3, Auckland, 1; No. 1,
Hwuckland, 2; No. £, Wellington, 3,

Helpiag the Peor.

During the year ending ¥lat Mareh,
1909, the sum of £5424 was expended
In charitable wid (outdoor reliely in tha
2.‘"‘“! portion of the Wellington dia-

ict. The figures, as ceported by Lhs

 dowi—Orders on storekeepers,

- increase over the

secretary to ths Wellington and Waira-
vapa Charitable Aid Board, are as fol-
£1400;
rent, £500; cash, £40; funerals, £060;
medical attendance and drugs, £50; pas-
wages and board en route, £14; tempor-

- ary board and iodging, £250; children
. boarded out, £3010; other relief, £100.

Gold amnd Silver Exports,

The export of gold from New Zealand

- during the niue months ended Thuraday

last amounted to 372,5200x, walued at

. E1,4B0 858, being a decrease of 17,9220z,

valued at £63,373, compared with tie
figures for the corresponding period of
last year. Silver exported during the
past pine months totalled 1,351,233 ozs,
valued at £134,709, which is 112,918 ozs,
of the value of £8812 more than in the
first three quarters of last year.

Last monuth'a export of gold was 40,022
ozs, valued at £162,733, or 12,201czs
(value £47,2G6) less than in September
of last yenr. The quantity of silver ex-
ported last month waa 220,3970z8 {value
£22,020), being an increase of 29,7100za
{value £2785) over the fipures for the
eorresponding month of 1004.

Railway Revenus.

“Notwithstanding the tightness of the
money market,” said the Miniater for
Railways to a “Star” reporter, “the
railway revenue bas kept np wonderfully
well, The returns for the past five
months of this year ehow a satisfactory
corresponding five
months of the previous year. Tue in-
creaee in revenue reachea £153,000, while
the increase in expenditure has only
been £73,000, so that we have & net
profit of £80,000 over and abava the
previous year. It will be secn that the
coat of earning this increased revenu:
was ovly 51 per cent, and 1 think that
after toking everything imto comaidera-
tion, this increase in railway revenue
for the past five moniha iz to be re-
garded as highly eatisfactory.”

The Second Express.

The running times of the Main
Trunk second express are announced in
the new reilway time-table. The train
will leave Wellington at night, passing
in daylight through the heart of the
King Country. The time of the Auck-
land departiure will be in the foreamoon.
Providing the train 13 a success in the
summer time, 1t will be made perma-
nent should its coatinu=oce seem war-
ranted, The arrival of the expreas at
Frankton from Wellington will approxi-
mate the time of the KotoTua express
from Auckiand, and Southern pussen-
gera will thus be enabled to continue
their journey to the Hot Lakes and the
Thames district without delay.

An Interesting Gift,

Mrs. R. M. Maslin has generously pre.
sented to the prople of New Zealaund
through the High Commissioner in
Lendon, some very interesting relics of
Lhe late Queen Vietoris, inherited by
ber from a member of the Household of
the late Duchesa of Kent, and afler-
wards of Queen Victoria. The relies
consist of, amongst many other things,
a gold watch, an autograph letter of
the late Queer, medald and photo-
graphs, and have been presented by Mrs.
Maslin in  appreciation of New Zra-
land's action with regard to the offer
ol & Dreadnought to the British Navy.

AUCKLAND.
HOM-I‘. AGAIN,

Eir Joseph Enthuwiastically
Reovived,

Streets Lined With People.

The Prime Minister's reception on
Thuraday was s most enthusinstic one.
befors the time announced for
Bir Joseph’s Janding at the man-o"-war
steps. the sireeta were lined with people,
and st 230 Quay-street was o densely
packed that traffic was absnlutely block-
ed. All the surrounding wharves and
quiys were thronged with peopls, and
from the shipping, upper etoreys of nd-
jacent buildings, and other vantage
grounds, interested mpectators wa'ched
tha proceedings.

Promptly at 3 o'clock Bir Joseph and
Yady Ward landed from the Chal-
lenger in one of the wurship’s launches,
On arrival they were met by the Mayor
{Mr C D. Grey), the chairman of the

- present.

Harbour Board {the Hon. K. Mitchel-
son}, the Ministers, meinbers of Parlia-
ment, membera of the Legislutive Coun-
cil, snd membera of tha rceeption com-
mittes, ‘The kiosk at the man-o’-war
siepn wan tantefully decorated in pink
and mauve, with green trimmings, and
the men from the Veterana® Hoine, under
Capiain Archer, were drawn up as a
guard of honour. After being welcomed
by the Mayor and Harbour Board chair-
man, Bir Joseph briefly thanked the vet-
erans for being the firat ta welcome him,
and remarked that while in London he
had met Lord Ranfurly, who had in-
quired after tha Veterans' Home. Sir
Joseph and Lady Ward, and the Mayor
and Chairman of the Harbour Roard,
and Master Pat Ward then eatered the
flest cab, and nine other cabs followed,
containing the Ministers =and invited
guesta, Headed by the Carrisen Band
and a large detachment of cadeia, the
proecasion threaded its way along Quey-
street into Queen-street, nnd from thenre
travelled up the main thoroughfare to
Wellealey-atreet, turning inio Albert
Park from Princes-aireet. The route was
lined throughout with rows of people,
and as the procession pracereded up Wel-
lesley-street the scene was a particularly
bright one, thousands of people lining
the footpaths and park slopes. Trom
Victoria-street the way was lined with
volunteera.

At the Albert Park there was a larre
gathering long before the time at which
the Premier was announced to make his
appearance, and when the earriagea ap-
peared &t the gaies the lawns in the
vicinity of the rotunde were black with
people,

The Veterana, under Major Morrow,
lined the footway leading to the place
where the reception took place, and in
front of the rotianda there was A guard
of honour composed of bluejackets from
H.M.S. Challenger, under Lieut. Long-
staff.

Awmong those on the rotunda, or in the
space reserved for representative people,
were: Messra T. W. Leys, B. Xent, P. J.
Weriieny, I, M. Mackay, J. H. Kirker,
Hon, B. Harris, M. J. Bennett, G. Knight,
A. Keyes, E. Davis, C. Bagley, A Kidd,
and F. Fitt (members of the executive
committee entrusted with the reception
armogements), Sir G. M. 0'Borka, Col.
Wotfe, Hona. 8. T. George and W, Bee-
han, Hon. E. Mitchelson, Hon, W. W.
ion’s representative at the Imperial
Conference. Therefore, in delivering to
the prople the resull of that work,
notling could be more pleasurable ithan
this weleome to him as their repre-
sentative, Sir Joseph went on o speak
of the result of the Conference, and the
arranyements which had been made with
the Old Country,

PHESENTATEON OF AN ADDRESS.

At 4.30 pm on Thursday a deputation
from the Waitemata Branch Liberal and
Labour Leamue waited upon Sir Joseph
Ward at the Star lolel for the purpose
of presenting to the Prime Minister an
address.  The Hon. J. Carroll was alsa
The address was aw follows:
{To the Right Hon. 8ir Joseph Ward, P.C.,

K.C.M.4., D.C.L, ete., I'remier of New
1t was f#lt that, as the reception
tendered to tae Prime Minister yesterday
was 8 genwxal one Jrain the citizeams,
irrespective of party, it ‘would be better
to present the address from the Liberal

McCardte, Hon. H. Gilmer, Dr. McDowell
Cal. Collins, Mesars H. W._ Wilson, W. A
TPrickitt, 8. Nathan, Major MceDonald,

*F. Lawry, M.P, A K, Glover M.P., H,

" J. Green'lade, MP., C. H. JYoole,
M.P., W, Jennings, M., J.
. McKenrie, W. E. Ruxh, and the

following Tepresentatives of local bodies:
Messrs W, Handicy, E. W. Burton, M.
T, Coyle, J. Rowe, G. Seyers, K. 8.
Briggs, J. Dempeey.

After the prescntationm by the Mayor's
little daughter of & bouquet to l.ady
Ward and & poen to Sir Joseph Ward,
hin Worship the Mayar welcomed the
guest of the duy and presenied him with
tha ecitizens” addresa.

Sir Joseph Ward was londly and eon-
tinuously cheered on rising to speak. He
said that he desired, in the tirat place,
10 express his sppreciation to the citi-
zens of Auckland for the reception thal
they had given him as their Prime Min-
iater on his return from an important
mission. He did so the more berause
the pathering wnas comprised of all
elasses of political colour, and was in-
tended to welcone him aa the Domin-
and Labour Fediration separately. The
members of the delegation were an fol-
lows:—Messra. W J. Napier [president),
J. Conaidine (vice-president}, J. Veats,
T, Caollis, and Mra. Cursell. The presenta-
tion was wade by Mr. Napier,

The 'Frisce Service Not to be
Resumed.

Interviewad laat week in regard to tha

praposal to renew  the CFrisco  nail
mervice, Sir Joseph Ward gave o a
“Star” representative nn  important
stxtement of the facts of tha cane,
whichk will be read with intercat as
following his statement in regard
to the Vancouwer service. " The

matter, up to thes present,” said Bir
Joseph, “is mnot within the range of
practieal posaibiliLy, for the reason that
none of the Union Steamship Co.'s ships
could earry pnssengers and cargo be-
tween Heonolulu and San Francisco, or
between Ran Frapcisco and Honolulu.'
The trade between these two poinls is
a great factor in the eonsiderativn of a
mail and passenger etrTvice, ¥ia San
Franecisco. That route is usahle only
Ly American-owned ships, built and
owned by American citigens, That s
the American law. Consequeaily tha
steamer eervice between San Francisco
and New Zealand would necd to be car-
Tied on at least at one end by Anteriean-

-owned vesseta. The main rmubwidy to en-

able that {a ba doma must be paid by

-the United BSiates Governmment, At

present the Senaie has laken up the
attitude that it will not sulmidize any
Yine between San Framcisco, New Zea-
land, and Australia. That is the posi-
tion at present, 1f Anerica entertains
the project of renewing the service, the
subsidy of L£70000 per amium would
require to be provided by the United
Stutes Govermment. According tn  in-

- formatien supplied to me some morths

ago by those on the Amevienrn. side
anxious to aee the service ngain taken
up, Lhe position is just as -1 have stated
it. Bo that any tulk of lringing pres-
sure to bear on the Goverument to have
the mervice resumed iz nest door to
useless. It will be remembered that
when the Spreckles line was ruaning

room wu superfluous,

BROWNIE Kodaks are 20ld at—

carry stocks,

Are 5o simple te nse that even schoel children can produce
perfect pictures with them.

. By wemp » " Brownie Kodak ™ and & * Brownie Dercloping Tank ™ the merent
novice can produce pictures equal te thowe of amatenrs with
The whole work can ba done a: any lime, i any place, asd in any light—a dark

THE KODAK NO DARK ROOM SYSTEM hu simplified Photo-
graphy 1o such an exient that thoussnds wre now enthusiasts who under the old
conditions could never have taken wp this delightiul hobby,

6/-, 12/-, 15/-, 21/- to 37/6.

Theso and Daylight Developing Tanks arc sold by leading photo. dealers.  Let
w1 know il your dealer has not gol them and wa will send you the names of those

The “Brownle ¥ Iz tho Kodak’s Littie Brother,

veans of experience.

Shope supplied wholesadc by

;E

THE AUSTRALIAN
6 Mercer Stroet, Waelllngton.

HODAHK, Ltd,




