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The Last Years of Arctic Work

By ROBERT E.

PEARY, USN.

HE Lkernel of an Arctic expedition
of the present day is the sledge
journey, whether the object of
that expedition be the Pole, or

the highest north, or the exploration of
unknown Arctic lands. Sheh Aretic
lands as are accessible to a ship bhave
been charted Jong ago, and neither the
Pole nor the highest north i3 likely to
be rteached direetly by a wship. 1 recog-
nise, of course, the possibilities of the

drift method, as originated by Nansen,
and fully appreciate the wonderful sue-

eess of the “Fram’s” voyage. On the
other hanl, however,  contrast the
dreary, helpless time that must e

given t{o this method (time se wearing
ihat even Nausen’s enthusizsm  sne-
cumbed to it, and drove him ot pre-
maturely to his work), and the pro-
bability that even the “Fram"” would

Conger, and with others proceed north
from there, either wia Cape Hecla, or
the north peint of Greenland, as eir-
cumstances might determine.

I wanted to start the first division on
the 15th February, the second a week
later, and leave with the third Maech
lat; but a mevere storm, breaking up
the ice between Etah and Littleton Je-
land, delayed the departure of the first
divizion of seven sledges until the 19th.

Alomg the Northern Edge of the
Noerth Water. i
The second division of six sledges
followed on the 26th, and on March
4th I left with the rear division of nine
sledges.  Thrze marehes carried us ta

“Cape Sabine, along the curviag north-

ern edge of the “north water.” & Here
4 northeply gale with heavy Arift de-
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not survive a second atiempt—eonbrast
this with the quick, effective spurt of
the Puke of Abruzzi, which, in a single
year, placed hlm ahead of Nansen. The
man whoe can so utilisé his personuet
and materiel ag to accomplish a march
of 500 miles each way over the polar
sen will win the Tole, for we know
now that the attainment of a base
within that distance of the Pole is a
matter  eoly of time, putience, and
money.

The Longest Sledge Journey in the
Arctic Circle,

Tt was in the spring of 1000, in pur-
suance of a definite and colherent plan
of Arctic coxploration, under the aus-
gr‘:una of the Ieary Arctic Club of New

ork that the sledge journey, which is
the subject of the fullowing pages, was
wade. Though the siart was made
some 353) miles south of the starting
points of previous expeditions in thia
region. a puint 150 miles beyond their

fartheat was attained, the northera exe -
tremity of the CGreenland Archipelagos- -

the last of the remaining Arctic land

groups reachoed and rowmwled, and the
must northerly known -land  in  the
worll  (prubably the most  anortherly

land) achieved,

This journey, in respeet to latitude
enverl und distance in a direet line
from starl to finish, is the longest of
8ll sledre jonrneys within the Aretic
Circle. The air-line distance from atart
to linish was anch that, had my start-
ing point leen in the same latitude na
that of Abruzzl, it would have taken
me to the Tole; or had my starting
preint been in the same  latitwle os
Nunsena, or nn the northern shore of
@rinnell Tand, it would have carried
me Leyond the Pule,

Northward in Three Divisions.

My peneral progromme for the spring
work of 1900 was to send three divi-
sions nf mledges north as far ms Conger.

From Conger I would send back a
mumber of the Eskimos, retsin soms at

MAIN ROUTES LEAD NORTH.

taineil me for two days. Three more
marches in a temperature of 40deg.
F. Drought me te the box house at
Cape I'Urvilte. Records here informed
me that the first division had been de-
talned here o woeek by stormy weather,
getting away only on the 4th, the day
I left Etah; while the second division
bad left but two days before my ar-
rival. T had searcely arrived, -when
two of the first division Eskimos came
in from Richardson Ray, where one of
them had severely injured his leg by

falling under 2 sledge. One da¥
wis spent at the D’Urville
house drying our clothing, and on

the 13th I got away with seven sledges
on the trail of the other divisions, the
infured wan returnieg to Sabime with
the supperting party. .

1 hoped to reach Cape Louiz Napoleon
ou this march, but the going was too
heavy, and 1 was obliged to cump in
Dobbin Bay, abwout tive miles short of
the Cape.

The next day I hoped, on starting, to
reach Cape Fraser, but was apgain dis-
appeinted, a severs wind storm compelling
me to halt a little south of Hayca Point,
and hurriedly build snow igloos in the
widst of n blinding drift.

All that night and the next day end
the next night the storm continucl. Au
rarly start was mnde on the 1tith, and
in calm but very thick weather we pushed
on to Cape Fraser. Herg we encountered
the wind and drift full in our faces, and
violent, making our progresy from here to
Cape Norton Fhaw, alenz the ragged
Ice-foot, very trying. .

The going acrces Scoresby and Richard-
eon Ruys was not worse than ithe gear
before; mand from Cape Wilkes to Capt
Lawrence thes same A8 we had always
found it. Thenr two marches were made
in clear but bitlerly windy weather-

Imprisened by Btorms. -

" Another severe northerly gale held un
priseners at Cape Lawrepce for a day,
The 20th was an equally cruel day, with
wind still savage in it atrength, but the
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queation of food for my dogs pave me no
choice but to attempt an advance, At
the end of four hours we were forced to
burrew into o snow bank for ahelter,
where we remained till the next Torning.

In three more marches we reached Cape
von Buch. Two more days of good
weather brought us to & point a few
miles north of Cape Defosse. Hare we
were stopped by another furious pale,
with drifting snow, which imprisened us

for two nights snd a day. The wind .

was atill bitter in our facea when we
apgzin got under way, the morning of
the 27th, and the ice-foot became wor:n
and worse, finally forcing us out on the
broken pack. Cape Lieker was reached
on this march. At this eamp the wind
blew savagely all night, and in the morn-
ing I'waited for it {0 moderate befors
attempting to cross Lady Franklin Bay.

A Kiil of Musk Oxen.

‘While we were waiting, the returning
Bakimos of the first and second divisiona
eame in. They bronghi the very welcome
news of the killing of twenty-one musk
oxen close to Conger. They also reported
the wind out in the bay as leas severa
than at the Cape,

I immediately got under way, and
reached Conger just hefore midnight ef
the 28th, twenty-four days from Miah,
during gix of which I waa held up by
storms.

The first division had arrived four dnys,
the second two days earlier. During thig
journey there had been the usual annoy-
ing de’ays of broken #ledges, and 1 had
lost numbers of dogs, ’

The process of breaking in the tendona
and muscles of my feet to their new

. relations, and the callousing of the am-

putation scars, in this, the first serious
demand upon them, had been disagee-
able, but was, I believed, final and com-
plete. I felt that I bad mo reason to
complain, Ll

The herd of musk oxXen 56 opportunely
secured near the station, with the meat
cached here the previous spring, furn.
ished the meana to rest and feed up my
dogs. A period of thick weather followed
my arrival at Conger, and not until April
2nd conld I send back the Eakimos of
my division, - . —

The Choicc of a Way. -

On leaving Ftah I had not deecided
whether I should go north from Uongsr
via Cape Hecla, or take thé route along
the north-west coast of Greenland. Now
I decided upop the latter. The-lateness
©of the season and the condition of my
dogs might militate against a very long
journey; and if 1 chose the Heecla route,
and failed of my utmost aims, the result
wanld be complete failure. If, ro the
other hand, I chese the Greenland route
and found it impossible to proceed north-
ward over the pack, I still had an wua-
known const to explore, and the oppor-
tunity of doing valuable work.

Later develupments show my dexuion
to be a fortunate one.

1 planned to start from Conger the
9th of April, but stormy weather delayed
my departure until the 11th, when 1 got
away with seven sledges.

At the first camp beyond Conger my
bt Eskimo was taken =ick, and the
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following day 1 brought him back 4s
Conger, leaving the reet of the party to
tross ‘the channel to the Greenland side,
where I would overtake them. . This I
did two or three dayas later, and we be.
fﬂn our journey up the north-west Green.
and const. As far as Cape Sumner we
bad almost - continuous  road-making
through very rough ice. Before reach-
ing Cape Sumner we could see & dark
water sky lying beyond Cape Brevoort,
and knew that we should find open watey
there, B :

From Cape Sumner to the Polarls Boaf
Camp in Newman Bay we eut a continu-
ous road, Here we were atailed until
the 21at by continued and severe winds,
Geotting started again in the tail ead of
the storm, we advanced as far ag the
open water, a few milea east of Caps
Brevoort, and eamped, - This open water,
shout three miles wide mt our end, ex-
tended clear meross the mouth of Robe-
son Channel to the Grinmell Land ¢oast,
where it reached from Linccln Bay ta
Cape Rawson.  Beyond it, to the north
and north-west, as far as could be seen,
were numercus lanes and pools.

The next day was devoted to hewing &
trail along the ice-foot to Repulse Har-
bour, and on the 23rd, in a violent gale,
accompanied by drift, T pushed on to the
Drift Point of Beaumont (and later
Leckwood), & short distance west of
the Black Horn eliffs.

The ice-foot aa far as Repulse Harbour,
in spite of the road-making of the pre-
vious day, was very trying to sledges,
dogs, and men, The alippery side slopes,
steep ascents, and precipitous descents,
wrenched and strained the men and ani-
mals, and ecapsized, broke, and ripped
shoes from the sledges.

Dpen Water and a Moving Pack,

¥ wes not surprised to see from the
Drift Point igloos that the Black Homn
Cliffs were fronted by open water. The
pack was in motion here, and had only
recently been crushed against the ice-
foot, whera we built our igloo. -

T thought T had broken my feet in
pretty thoroughly on my journey from
Etah to Conger, but this day’s work of
handling a sledge along the ice-foot made
me think they had never encountered any
serioun werk befare. A blinding gmow-
ptorm on the 24th kept us inactive in a
camp which could well be called “Camp
Woeful.” When we awoke in the morn-
ing it was snowing heavily, and aome
three inches had alreadvy fallen, Wa
could scarcely see across the ice-foot.

Eskimos ﬁeenme Hysterlcal,

While we were drinking our ten ome of
the younger Eskimos fell in a fit, and the
others became hvsierical. I felt a pecu-
liar dizzy sensation myself. Recognising
the effect of our aleokal cooker in the
close atmosphere of the igloo, with every,
aperture sealed by the newly-fullen snow,
I hurriedly kicked out the door and a
portion of the front wall. This relieved
matters, and I sent three of the Eskimo
outside to get the bencfit of the fresh
air, while I took the two worst ones in
hand personally, and finally succeeded in
quieting them down. After this they
were ‘“ankooting” all day, The open
water nhead of us, the grinding pack
cloge beside us, the bad weather, and the,
to them, mysterious attack of the marns

CAPE LAWRENCE IN MAY, LOOKING NORTH, BY THE LIGHT OR
THE MIDNIGHT BUN.



