bhlatles with difliculties, and as the
mmoutt of profit accruing to the Do-
minion would not bé worth speaking of,
it ia impossible to understand where
the advaotage of attempting to keep
out Australian silver coins, or introduce
mlew Pominion coinlge, would goma im,

- i Neow Feower Ko-ﬁltﬂ. o

The Weltington FHospital Trustees
adopted last week, for presentation to tha
conference  or local * bodies, plans
for a mew fever ' hospiial, which
will . provide accommodation for 4l

tientn. An estimate of the cost is
£10.900 if the building is erected in
brick, or 10 per cent less it in wood.

The Cornwall’'s Immigrants.

The eteamer Cornwall, due in Welling-
tor on ¥eptember 5, is bringing 107 im-
migrunts, 51 from Kagland, 49 from
Bcottand, six from Wales, and one from
Treland. The men include farmers, la-
bourers, aml miners, and among the
women are domestics, dressmakers, and
murses. They are booked as follows:—
"Fo Auckland, 31; Wellington, 28; Dan-
edin, 11; Lytielion, 10; and the balance
dwlded betwepn ‘Westport, Gr?ymouth
Bluff, and Napier.

Wharf Labhourers' Grievance.

fomne of the dclegates to the Water
mide Workers' Conference in Wellington
complained about the poor lighting pro-
vided in the holds of ships which are
used as timher or “coal carriers. One
delegate said that hurricane lamps were
of no uze, and that “fare-upa” were in-
furions to the health of the persons
working below. In Wellington, it ap-
pears, the lighting’ of holds is chiefly
done hy electricity, and there is litile
to find fault with. In other places,
however, it would seem that the work-
ers have o Fenuifie grievance, A mo-
tion was passed calling the attention of
the Government to the matier.

Gazette Notices,

Mr A. W. P. Hewitt has been appoint-

ed deputy -registrar of births, deaths, and
marriages for the district of ‘Dnrgnvﬂle
Mesera Q. Illingworth, W." F, Y. Ste

The “Times” emphasises that the state-
ments heretofore, or which may hereafter
be made, on unofficial authority, regard-
ing the resulta of the Defence Conference,
must be accepted with due reserve, and

.- camnot profitably be made the lllbjm

art, and W. C. McDermott, registrarg, Df:

marriages, births” and desths for “the

distriets of - Morrinsville,. Te Awamutu, -

and Cambridge rcnpn:hvely. Messrs J w,
Blowne, ‘of "Auckland, and Henry T. Mit-
chell and C. W. Rogers, of Rotorua, to

be prmidPnt and- members of the Wai-

ariki District Maori Land Board: Ta-
muera Tangata to be resident agent at
Mauke (Cook Islanda), vice Tararo (de-
ceaned) ; Mr Albert Bruce, of Thames, as

coroner within  the Dumlnmn of Ne‘l"

Zealand.

The colonial auxiliary larne.s long aer-
wice medal bas been awarded to Sergeant
tharles Bater {Auckland Garrison Vel-
unteer Band), with 20 years and ].25
days’ gervice, TLieut. Roy William Cum- -

ming {Gordon Rifle Volunteers) has been:

nppeointed as adjutant to Firat Battalion

‘Auckland Infantry Volunieers (Countiesa
of Ranturly’s Own), with rank of lieu-
tenant, t6 tuke effect from May 1, 1909,

The Unemployed.

New regulations under the Lands Jm-
provement und Native Landa Acquisition
Act of 1804 are gazetied. Their main
wobject in to arsist deserving men out of
emplcyment or those unable to obtain
land to becowme self-supporting.

e .ol

A Heavy Fime.

Witlium  Alfred Masiers, commercial
traveller, who arrived from BSydaey by
the Moeraki last week was charged in
the - Mugistrate's - Court with lmvmg
in  hin possession 100 tins of apium,
valued at about £300. Masters was fined
£100, and an order was made for the for-
feiture of the opium,

Dominion Defence,

‘An apparently imspired statement in
conneciion with the Defence Conference
has been published in London to the effeet
that, under an arrangement entered into
between Rir Joseph Ward, Prime Mintster
of New Zealand, and the Admiralty, the
cantribulion offered by the Dominion of
New Zealand to the British navy is not
to be in the form of a Dreadnought or
Drendnaughu; L) at first proposed, but of
€eruinera,

The cruisera ta be provided will, says
the publinhed statement, form part of

the Paciflc rquadron, and be employed in .

New Zealand waters for local defence, -

of detailed comment.

The “Daily Telegraph,” without men-
tioning Sir Joseph Ward’s alleged ar-
rangement with the Admiralty, an ap-
parently inspired account of which was
circulated through Reuter’s Agency, re
wmarks that Australia and Caonada are
definitely committed to the creation »f
local fleets.

" Other newspapers are silent, evidently
awaiting authoritative official informa-
tion.

" No official information regarding the
Defence Conference will be fortheoming
until the oversea delegates return to their
respective dominions and explain the sit-
uation fully to their own people and legis-
latures. The “Times” says: “Neot until
fir Joseph Ward is once more in New
Zealand will the conclusions of this his-
toric and possibly one of the mast mo-
mentous of Tmperial- gathermgs be uiﬂ-
cml!y revealed.” -

The socalled inspired statement cir-
culated in London on the 19th inat,
to the effect that Sir Joseph Ward had
agreed with the Admiralty that New
Zealand's offer should take the form of
eruisers for coastal defence in lieu of a
Dreadnought, is now declared to be incor-
rect.

Your own correspondent is informed
that New Zealand will provide a Dread-
nought as originally offered, and also
continue to pay the present navs.l sub-
aidy of £100,0{H0.

New /eala.nd’s Dreadnought w111 be
attached as the admirals ship to the
China-Pacific station, and will make oc-
casional visits with the fleet to New Zea-
land.

The Home Government will build and
pay for as part of the same command
two cruisers, thrée destroyers, and two
submarines, these to have "iheir head-
quarters in New Zealand waters.

‘1t is not correct to day that the Com-
monwealth contribution is to be Mmited
1o cruisers.” The Australian unit witl
ificlude the provision of submarines and
; destroyers, and posmhly also a battleshi
for Ausiralian waters, in which case Bri-
" fain may give.a. partial subvention.

: These altered arrangements will virtu-
ally give jthree or four units or aquad—
"foms in- ]'.gmﬁe waters.

e A Definite Seheme.

- The Hom. J." A. Mll]n, Mlmgher for
Railways, speaking at & social given to
him in Dunedin, avoided controversial
matters, hia most xmpurt.x.nt atatement
having reference to Sir Joseph Ward’s
home-coming after the conference with
British naval and military autherities. Ha
_said that po doubt -some definite acheme
"for the defence of the Emplre would be
“dealt with during the coming mession.
Those who watched European affaira
knew that the struggle of the futara
would not be = struggle for territory,
but a struggle to retain irade, and unless
Brifain waa prepared to defend her trade
she was going to lese it. Not knowing
Bir Joseph Ward's proposals, he could
not make a definite statement, but no
doubt there would be a Tong debate in
Parliameni upon the question of defence,
and without doubi the question of com-
pulsory training would cccupy Parlia-
ment,and if the country had no desire
for a standing army, the pecple must ad-
mit that it was the duty of every adult
male to kopow something about how te
handle a gun. |

© The Acting-Minister of Delence (Hon
G. Fowlds) was entertained by the
Christechurch Garrison Officers’ Club on
Monday night. Speaking on defence mat-
tera, ‘Mr Fowlds said he waas himself n
man of peace, but he entertained a pro-
found respect for .the men and women
who were devoting time, comfort, and
convenience to their country. The Do-
minion had indeed reason to be proud of
those who were leading in its defence.
There was at present an almost universal
ery for umiversa} military training, and
the trend of opinion throughout the Eng-
lish-speaking world was certainly in fav-
our of the adoption of & scheme of defence
of this character! He considered, how-
ever, that those who had been strenu-
ously advocating the adoption of such a
scheme in New Zeainnd had made a very
grave mistake jn depreciating the effi-
ciency of the volunteer forces. Doth offi-
cera and men in very considerable num-
bers had made great macrificen in fitting
themselven for the defenca of their coun-
try, and they had attained a standard of
efficiency which should be acknowledged
rather thea depreciated as it -hed been
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in some quarters. He was certain that if
military traihing were made compulsory
the backbone of the defence aystem would
still be the volunteer force, for in neither
qunhty nor capacity would pressed men
equnl with volunteern.

.. AUCKLAND.

Great Fire in Anckland.

- DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT ABOUT

~ 4 70,000,

. Ono of the: most denhructwe fires
experienced in Auckland for years oc-
curred on Monday night, August 18, in
the four-elorey Queen-street block, be-
longing te Mr. Arthur M. Myers, and
known as the Strand Areade. The place
of origin is varionsly stated, buf the
alarm was given at 7.40 pom. and so
fiercely did the flames rage that it took
the combined city and suburban brigades
to queil the blaze and confine it to the
Arcade.
helped the firemen to prevent the flames
from spreading, and even as it was the
Albert and Thistle Hotels on either side,
and the Albert Brewery at the back,
had the narrowest possible escapes. The
really heroic efforts of the fire-fightera
triumphed in the end, but not before
the whole of the Strand Areade building
had been reduced Lo ecinders, together
wilh the contents of the numerous ghops
angd offices in various pn.rts of the build-
ll'l"'

News of a fire 5preads even Imore
rapidly than do the flames, and Queen-
street and all aurmunding points  of
vantage were soon filled with excited
erowds of people. Roars of cheers from
the rapidly-swelling crowds greeted the
turning on of each fresh lead of hose
as the gallani firemen took up their
hazardoeus positions on the brink of the
roaring furnace. All the available polies
were soon on the scene, and, aided by
rix companies Bf Volunteers who re-
sponded to the call for reinforecements,
the crowd were controlled and moved
out of the danger zone.

Meanwhile the leaping sheets of flame,
rolling masses of smoke, the crash of
falling masonry and splintering glass,
combined to make an awe-inspiring spec-
tacle, such as, happily, -is but seldom
wiinessed. Soon the erowde were the
witnesses of a gallant Fescue, Mr. B.

Crouch, itident agent, who had entered

the building to secure some valuables
from his office, was cut off-by the flames,
and stood on the top fire escape balcony,
frantically cailing for help. Mr. J. H.
McCarrol and Mr. T. MoPherson dashed
to the rescue, but the former, who tried
the stairway, waa beaten baek by smoke
and flame. Mr. McPherson, however,
amid Tinging cheers managed io reach
Mr. Crouch from the outiside, snatching
him from his terrible position into safety.
Thereafter ithe crowd cheered continu-
ously, principally for the firemen, for
whem no place seemed too dangerous,
too het, or too high jor them to ¢limb
to.

Meanwhile from the blazing pile poured
showers of sparks and cinders, while
every now and then could be heard the
heavy thud of a gas explosion and the
tearing crash of falling floors. Fears
were entertained for the safety of the
{front wall, and then a side wall gver-
topping the Thistle Hotel was seen to
sway, and then with a deafening crash
tons and tons of masonry smaszhed
the roof of the hotel. Two firemen had
narrow escapes, and Mr. MePherson, the
hero of tue previous rescue, reeceived
gerious injury. Several others were hurt,
principally from falling glass, masonry,
and beams.

After 9 p.m. the firemen began to
get the upper hand, but for houra after-
wards the ridina smouldered and erowda
watched the vigilant firemen and the
play of the never-eeasing hoses until
long after midnight.

All the following day the roadway and
the opposite footpath were thronged
with interested spectators, the crowd
being so dense at times that the tram-
way pervice had to be run ai reduced
speed. The building presented a melan-
choly sight, great cracks and fissures
running through the blackened brick-
work, and many were the comments on
ihe dJanger threatening firemen and
others whose business took them under
ihose towering walls,

The total damage in estimated at be-
tween L0000 and £70,000. The

_damage to the Arcade ileelf may be sct

down at about £30,000.

The insurances show that the losses
are spread over a large number of offices,
those that had taken large lines having

The fortunaie abeence of wind’

reinsurad down to comparstively small
amounts: The New Zeatand office, whose
total amounied to "£7850, had this sum
reinsured - to - £1500. The tolal imsur-

“ances on the building destroyed and

the comients are about £30,000.

Workers' Homesn. . .

The Actmg Premier, relerrmg to the
subject of workers’ homes in the course
of a speech at Gisborne, said his col-
league, Mr. Millar, was inclined to thinlk
the workmen’s homes up to the presemt
had been rather a failure, and proposed
to obisin. an. amendment of the Ack
Bome of these buildings were tenant~
less, and Mer. Millar was inclined to
think it would be wise to provide that
able in the end to make them their
those taking up these homes should be
own. That would tend io permanency
of tenancy.’

Cot Out,

Meynell and Gunn have decided to
ent out New Zealand from their the-
atrice] itinerary henceforth, and confine
their operations to Sydomey and Mel-
bourne, with a company in each place,
and a third touring the Commonwealth,
Heavy shipping charges, recorrent trav-
elling expenses, ard the quiet siate of
things in New Aea.]and ha.ve led to this
demsmn

No Groand for Gn.llnnnie: N

We are told (says the “Sydney Even-
ing News”) that New Zealand is poverty-
etricken; that her people are oppressed
by & heavy burden of taxation; that, in
spite of probibition and local option, she
drinks too much. We are also assured
that her population s decreasing by
reason of emigration to the more favour-
ed and prosperous Australian States, It
is, in fact, widely nsserted that our en-
terprising neighbour is financially, social-
1y, politically, and in mosi other direc-
tions, in a bad way. Her Premier, how-
ever, when in 8ydney, flatly contradicted
all ithese rumours; and emphatically
stated that there wes no ground for
such ealumnies with regard to the young
Dominion. And (the “News” continues),
we believe that Sir Joseph Ward was
theroughly justified im this repudiation
of hestile eriticism—New Zealanderas are
not the kind of people to suffer deteriorn-
tion. Their climate, their national re-
cord, -their superior type of politicians,
absolutely forbid any supposition of the
sori.’ And, ai any rate, their representa-
tive in England has taken the lead of
Australasia, as evideneed by his speeches,
in stalesmanahip and patriotism. The
King, in the conversation which followed
on the audience given to Sir .Joseph
‘Ward, also gave Lhe Premier a message
for the Dominiom, expressing the Royal
satisfaction with jta progress and s
patriotic aspirations. Edward V1I. and
hig advisers may not know everything;
bui they know enough to withhold con-
gratulations and appreciation from any
decadent State, . .

New Queen-street Whart.

An important stage in connection with
the harbour scheme uandertaken by the
Bosrd was reached on Friday, when the
¥errg Conerete Company of Australasia,
Limited, completed their contract por-
fion of the new Queen-street Wharf,
which is being constructed in ferro-con-
crete. As an intimation io those con-
cerned that ii was very dry work the
workmen hoisted a flag and surmounted
it with a barrel.

The pgeneral manager of ithe company
(Mr. W. A. Robertson) told & “Star®
reporter that the work was ecome
menced about two years apgo. Cpera-
tions at the start were delayed for abou$
eight or nine months owing to certain
works being carried out in eonnectiom
with the breastwork, and then the pre-
parations for the reception of the Ameri-
can fleet meant another delay of quite
two months. The firet section of the
wharf being thal portion on the western
aide and extending from Queen-strest to
the first tee, with an area of 75,000
square feet, was completed some time
ago, »nd the completion of the remaining
portion et the top end of the eantern side
marks the termination of the original
contract, 'This section is shorier but
wider than the first and eonsiderably
larger, the total area being 78,000 uu
feet. The company aleo consirue
mew ferry tee on the western side of thn
wharf, the area of this work being
33, 100 aquare feet. The wharfage ac-

eommodnhnn put down by the compan;
the M

ia ovunection with



