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The Club Smoking Room.

By HAVANA

Why Pantomime is FPopular.

ANTOMIME"” remarked a veb
eran playgoer, “is still as popu-
lar am ever, judging Uy the
crowded houses it atiracts.

Thers atill lingers a kind of popular
theary that it is intended to please the
ehildren, but I fancy it is gquite as popu-
lar with the grown-ups. We get tired
of problem plays, and even ihe excite-
ment of welodrama palta in time, bat
eatchy mausic, gorgeous seenery, well
arranged ballets, and pretty girls, will
always attract. To my mind, the pan-
tomime is better ihan most musical
comedies, and vastly superior to the
mujority of plays staged at the prezent
duy. Homehow, we don't seem to get
any teally good sougs now, and ihe
eomic intertudes are often feeble im the
exiremne.  But for spectacular effects,
we are far ahead of the prit genera-
tion. I often wonder, by the way,
when we are going to produce a really
great dramatistt The auccess of spee-
tacular pieces is largely due to Lhe fact
that the majority of our dramas are
purc rubbish. It is difficult to sit some
of them out*

tion that you were the counsel in gues-
tion. Did the jury pity him for his
choice of a defender?”

A Curious Verdict

“Not at all,” replied the lawyer. *I
was not the defending ecunsel. I was
merely a spectator. The counsel was
the local aquire, and the jury were
mostly mea whe were in one wayp or
other dependent on him, He sadvanced
the astonishing plea that his client had
stolen the goods in'a fit of absence of
mind. It was, of course, an wutterly
absurd defence, and the Judge disdained
te comment on 'it, beyeod making a
few sarcasiic references to people who
wasted the time of the Court. The
jury retired, and returned im a few
minutes. Tn reply to the usual ques-
tion whether they found the prisoner
guilty or mot guilty, the foreman said
that they knew nothing about guilty
or not guitty; they found for the
aquire. The Judge refused to accept
this very unuosual wverdict, and explain-
ed that the sguire was only defending
the prisone=, The twelv: good men
and true thereupon kequiited the pris-
oner, and the squire had gmined a ril-

INEVITABLE,
The fool who rocks the airship,

The Drama of Life.

“The drams of real life” maid the
lawyer, "i= often far more interesting
than anything presented on the stage.
I often get enough materizl in & day
to make balf-a-dozen really good plays.
Take umny sitting of our Supreme
Court, and note the trapgedies enacted
between the four walls of the hall of
justice. There is a great element of
Juck about our methods of criminal
procedure. You never have the faint-
et idea whal & jury is going to do. I
never abandon & case as hopeless, for
ihe simple regson that verdicis seldum
depend exclusively on the evidence. I
remember & case in the Old Country,
where & man was tried for theft. He
hail been caught in the mct with the
stolen goods in hia possession. Pretty
desperate, el? Bulb he got off, though
bis «oumsel was an shoolnte duffer, and
the Judge naturally summed up dead
apainst the prisoner.”

“Iow did that happent” gqueried tha
wynie. “1 assume from your decrip-

liani victory, I bave read of cases even
more absurd, but that was the funnicst
I ever came across personally.”

British Justice.

“l often think,” put in the M.P.,
“that our Prilish justice is not all it is
eracked up to be. What chance has a
poor man of gaining an  acquittal?
Precious little s things are at present.
You take a mun who is absolutely ig-
norant of tbe methods of a Court of
Law, and put him ia the dock, =nd tell
him he is at liberty to defend himself.
The very fact that be im in the dock
is against him; his ignorance is atill
more against him. To oppese him, you
get the best lawyer you ean find—a
man who has spent his life in the at-
niosphere of Courts, and who is an ex-
pert in the art of marshalling facts,
wnd examining witnesses, The Crown
pays all its witnesses and all its own
costs of the trial. The wunfortunate
prisoner has to pay all his costs gut
of his own pocket. You kmow the
thing is wost grossly wunfair. 1 have

knows a perfostly inmecent mam to be
fifty or sixty poonds out ‘of pecket.
1f the Crewn pays the coat of the prese-
cution, it ought to pay the cost of
the defence. It is in the public inter
est that justice should be done, and
under our .preseat law thers are fre
aquent miscarriages of - justice.’” .
Whers Was the Money?

“You are guite right,” answered the
lawyer, “but it seems to be a matier
in which mobody takes much inlerest.
The expenses of 8 good defence are of-
ten very heavy. I remembder a barrister
telling me that m mmn came to him to
defend him on a charge of stealing
fifty sovereigna, The barrister nnder-
tock the case for £50, cast in advance.
Hig client went away, and returned in
a few hours with the money in gold
The man of law secured an acquittal
by representing that his eclient bad
never shown any sign of being in pos-
segsion of a large sum of momey, If
the sovereigns had been taken by him,
where were they?! The man was guite
a pauper, and there was no evidence
that he had been flush of cash, and so

on. It was ingenious, and succeeded
with the juryl™
“Which goes to show,” commented

the cynic, “that lawyets may be the
best promoiers of houesiy, since their
rapacity in the matter of fees maken
pifering decided unprofitable. They
probably get the lion's share of the
profits, whether the case is civil or
eriminal. If you wish to make money
out of crime, it is beiier to be a law-
yer than a professional bugglar. It is
alsp safer.”

At Washington the mewspaper corre-
spondents are telling the following
story about Mr Walter Brownlow, of
Tennessee: Hecently he called up some-
body at White House. He bad a fierce
time. “Centrul” whe tried to get the
number fer him, appeared {0 be in-
experienced or asleep. Mr PBrownlow,
ordinarily the most patient. of men,
finally lost his patience.

“Look here!” be shouted; “guit.thia
foolishness! Either get me the White
House or give me some place where 1
may at least talk to my intellectual

u:l]!" . -

Silence for a moment, and then over
the wire came a good loud “Hello!™ in
a man’s vojce.

Mr Brownlow was much relieved.

“What place is this?" he asked.

“The Geverpment Hospital for the
Insane, acroas the river,” came the an-
swer. )

Mr Brownlow i3 now endeavouring to
ascertain that ceniral’s name. He wanis
to bhave her promoted. That’s what he
says to the newspaper men.

That everything sheuld be meat and
shipshape is mesi important aboard a
yacht. A wriler in the “Mariner's Ad-
vocate” tells the story of the capinin of
= ¢ertain sloop, who crossed the deck in

& burry, seemingly very much perplexed.’

A lads stopped Fim and ssked what the
trouble was. :

“The fact is, ma’'am,” he said, "our
rudder’s broken.™

*“QOh, T shouldn® worry about that,”
said the lady. “Being under water

- mearly all the time, no one will nolice

it

UCKLAND 1108SPITAL AND CHARIT-
ABLE AIU BOARD.

NOTICE OF LEVYING A RATE.

The Valuer General hereby notifles that ke
has levied under the provialons of the Rat-
ing Act, 1808, and the Hospitals and Char-
Juble Taostitutlons Act, 15, a Hospital and
Charitable Akl ERote of glx twenty-fifths of
a penoy In the £ on gl ratable property
sitonte in the Maungatawhbirl Riding Ont-
lying of Mapukwu QCounty for the perlod
commenclog on the Arst day of April, 150D,
und ending on the 31at doy of March, 1910,
much rate to br payable lo ohe som on the
18th day of feplember, 100D, 1o the Hecre-
tary, Anchiand liospital and Charitable Aid
Board, Auvckland,

. P. HEYRR,

Valuer Geneval,
’

Yalvation Thepartment,
Wellogten, 10th Aogust, 1008,

'NORTHERN STEAM SHIP COMe
PANY, LIMITED,

Westher and ofber clrcwmstances peis
Smitting, the Compauy'y steamers will learq
a® upder:—

For Russell,
CLANEMAN .... Every Monday, at 7 p.m
For Ruuse]ll, Whangarea, and !

CLANBMAN. Every Wednes,, st 5.30 p.mi
No Carge for Ruasell

Feor Awanui, Waitharara, Houhorm,
ny, and Mamgonul,

APANUI .__... Every Mooday, ai 2 p.oM
No Carge Whangeroa and Mangonul

For Whangaruru, Helena Bay, Ta=

tokaka, sud Wh
FPAEROA......Tuesday, 20ih July, 1 Dp.m.

For Great Barrfer, -
WATOTAHL. .Every Wednesdny, midolg

For Waliheke and Coromandel.
LEAVE AUCKLAKD.
BAPIINE. .Every Mon. nod Fri. foresoos
LEAVE COROMANDEL, VIA WAl enB,
DAPUNE. ..., Every Tueg and Sat. early
FROM ONEHUNGA.

For Hokiangn.
CLAYMORE ..........., Every Thursday
" For Raglamn and Enwhia,
CLAYMORE. ...Every Mouday
WHANGAREI SERVICE.
Bleamers leave Witingarel aa onder:— -
B.8. NGAPI Al
£ 8. Coromandsl

Trein Wl;amg.‘u'ej

1o YWhart. ' Leaven
Goods re-  Panm. Mangopal Parfag
celved Ul Tialy Bay.
Ist—1145 om. 343 pm 2 pm 4 pm.
Ard—*Preve. day. 9.30 a.m. No gtr. & a.m,

fith—*Frevy. day. 10 a.m. B am. No str.
8th—0.15 g 1145 am. 10 am Noos
10th —9.15 =z @ 11 a.m. No etr. 11 am,
13th—0.15 a.m. 1 p.u. Noon. No str.
Lith--11.45 am. 345 pm, 2 pm, 4 pm
17th—*Preve. diy. 8.50 ran. No &tr. 8 am.
20th—0.13 a.m. . 11 nm . D s.m. No 8tr.
22nd—8.15 g.m. 1145 awm. 10 noo. Noom,
24th—D.15 a.m. 1 pm No str. 1 p.ra
27th--9.15 .o, 1 p.m. Noon. No Bir,

Wth— 11.45 o.m. 3 pm.
31st-—*Frevs. doy. 9.80 am. No str. 8 om,
*Goords outward by steamer leaving om
foliowiny dates, viz., Zrd, S6tL, 10th, 17th,
20tk. aad 3tst must leave up-country abag-

tlous by ofterncon trniz previous day.
XNGHTIERN £.8. €O, LID.,
Agents.

1 pm. 3 pm,

THOS. CO0X AND SON. - ;
I’asgenger Agents for ‘
¥, gna 0. Co.' White_ Star
Orient R.M. Lige Cape Lineg
N.D.L. (Germon) Mces. Marilimen
N.Z. Sblpplog Co. Capudjnu-Austn,
ete., etc . -
Before BookIng your Tickets tn Loadom
or elsewhere wrife for "COOK'S SAILING
LIST” {posted fiee}, glving FALES by ail
Wnes, and Snllings in sdvance. No Booking
Feeg. Bpeciai Adventnpes. Apply -
COOK'S SHII'PING OFFICE, o
. . Queen-st., Aucklang,

Wit ;i : ¢ -
ENDERR FOR INLAND MAITL. AERVICHA
FAIRLIE-HERMITAUE,

Ueneral Poat Office,

Wellington, 14th Avgust, 1508, .

Bealed Tenders will be reccived at the
Chief Post Offive, Thoaru, until Noon oa
TEIUHSDAY, ldth SBeptember, 1909, for ihe
conveyauce of mails by coach or motor ear
between the uudermeutioved places for =
period of slx years from 16t November,

ta 31st October, 1015 .

POHTAL DISTRICT OF TIMARU.—Fale
lie, Kimbell, Burke'a Fais, Loke Tekupa,

Batmoral . lake Pukoki, and Hermitage,
from 1at November to 30th Apri)t, twlee
weekly; Fairlie, Kimbell, Burke's Pawa,

Lake 'Pekspo, Balmoral, and Lake Puokaki,
from 1lgt May fo 3ist October, vnce weelly;
alse Palclie. Kimbell. and Borke's Fasg,
Irom Iay May lo 31st Grtober, opce weekly.

§Note.—The Government-owoed stables at ~
lientapuer tfour sialls), and =t ihe
Hermitage (four 2ialls), may be hired from
the Department of Tourist and Hrealth ke-
soris by the successfil contractor doring
the term of his contract at & pominal
rentat.]

The lowest or 4ny tender will 8Ot neces
smrily be accepied.

The attention of Jotending W-nderers ia
speciatty direcied to the terms and com-
ditipns of contract primted on pages 4 and
b of the tender forma.

The mode of conveyance to be elther by,
coarh or by motor car. The guecessfnl ten-
derer will be required to show that he ls
in a position o satlsfaciorily carry out the
eervice. The nninbee of horses 1o be naed
in a coach gervice, and the bhorse-power and
namber of motor ears, 4o be atated.

The coniracior whose iender may ba me-
eepted must he prepared fe rcarry out the
wervice sccordiag 10 the tme-table framed
by the Department.

Forms of tender, with the terme and con-
ditiona of contrict, may be procnred at the
Chief Poat Ofices at Chrinichurch, Tinars,
acd Duaedin, and at tke Post Office, Fairiie.

Ne fender will he aceepied mnless made
o0 ihe printed form.

Tenders, indormed * for Falrle
Hermitage Mail Hervice,” to be addroassd
to the Chiel Porimaster, Timare.

D. ROBERTRON,

Becrotazy,



