The

touches Lottom ever so lightly, and a
grinding shudder runs right through the
buag., '

At Yort Baid the canal endda in o
breakwater. At the head of it the waves
break round the base of a stoue prdeaal,
where stands a bronze statue of Ferdi-
nand de Lesseps, the Luilder of the
candl, pointing proudly to his great work.
The only buildinga that cateh the ey
on the water frontage are the big, white
lighthouse and the Messageries Mari-
times’ office—a handwome building of
Brey stone, its cupolas roofed with green
tiles.  All the others are dingy and
tumble-down, and the streets are narrow
and dirty, In March mnd April, when
Australiana are going tv England, it is
out of season at Port Said, The main
streets are silent and empty, the hotels
sbut up, the cafes deserted. A negro
waiter shuillea about amongst the clhiirs
and taldes on the footpath; bLut no one
comwes to occupy them.  Plants droop
and wither in green tubs, and & eold
wind whirls paper and dust into cornuers.
A few Turkish aeldiers slink fortively
about.  Heyond the town lies Lake
Menzaleh.  The wind blows the sand
along the shore and whips the water
into yellow wnves. It iy desolate, and
yet the very desolation gives the place
more tharacter and imterest thun it has
i the seasen. 4t is Afriea.  In  the
native quarters there is always plenty
of busy life. The narrow streels are
crowded with mien, women, donkeys, dogs,
cats, and swarms of children. The i
work at their trades seated in the door-
ways. The Aralh women are shrowded in
black burnouses, and veilled to the eyes
with thick black nets, held in place by
a lLrass arnament, fastened to the hair.
and hanging over the nose. They push
hapdearis, piled with sogarcane, and
stand gossiping outside the shops.

The mailboats usually pass thiough the
Straits of Messina and Bonifacio in the
dark, 50 the next stage of the jowrney

ia an abrupt change frem Egypt to
Franee. A dull glow in the night to

atarboard is Stromboli

At Marseilles the boat lies alondgside
the shore for the first time since lenving
West Australin,  There i3 o wilderness
af wharves and shipping. A crowd of
heganis assembles, and plays violins, har-
vel orpans amd  guitars,  while puny
children duncs on the cobblestones, shak-
ing tambourines. aml singing in high
nasnl voices.  They all shriek and ges-
tieulate, keeping anxicus eyes on the
deck. A piece ef money thrown down
eauses a wild seramble and fight,  The
better part of AMarseilles lies away from
the wharves. The peaple call their cily
“The Paris of the Sonth.” In some re-
speets there is a resemblance. The wo-
men are as pretty and chic as Parisiennes,
and the shops and the cafes, with their
marble-topped  tables and clipped  bay
trees, in little green tubs, placed out on
the shady fontpaths, reminds  one of
Praris; and in the ("ours St. Lounis, one of
the principal streets, 2 row of flower-
stalls along the kerl recalls the kiosks
on the boulevards; hut away from the
business quarter the town has a charm-
ingly quiet, old-fashioned nir. The hilly
streets are wide and well pived, and
shaded with tall trees. The howse  are
of white stone. Down tle midille of
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streeta there is a space planted with
#rass and trees, with seats and g8 band-
stnud.

The principal sights wre the Palaiy de
Longelumps wnd the Church of Notre
Dane de la Garde.  The palace wus
built by Napoleon the Third. He thought
it would be goud pulivy tu spend purt of
the year anwngst his people in the south;
but was deposed before I could corry
ovut the idea, and the palace s oow A
museum. It is on a hill, and beautifully
dexigmed in the alape of a crescent. The
mididle portion in a pillared gallery, open
nt the sides. 1n the centre a {uwering
arch aud a fine group of statuary wur-
mount a torrent of woter ihat rushes
down a slope of rough unchiselled rocks
inte n great round pool below.  Blaping
puths, and broad fights of steps, Jead
up to the gallery on each silde, Th:
grounds are benutifully laid out, anld one
comes nnexpectedly on eapges of wild ani-
wnls amd hinds amongst the trees.

Notre Dume de In Garde overlooks the
Tmrboar from the highest point of Mar-
weilles, [t is erowned with o colossal
gilded figure of the Virgin and child,
which shows far out to sex. It is the
siilers? vhureh, and eoveral from tloor te
roof with tublets and pictures given as
thank-offerings for suceessful voynges and
dungers eseaped at aea,  There are canes
full of little silver henrts; aad silver
Tainps and models of ships hang from the
rifters. The ground falls steeply away
an every side. Two hydranlie lifts ran
down the ¢liffs tn the level of the streets.
From the parapet round the church is a
fine view of the town. encircled by hare,
rugged hills of white limestone.  The
trees make bright  patehes  of pgreem
agninst the white honses and red ronfs.
The sea nnd sky are vividly blue. Just
below is the little rocky island  of
Chateaw I*1fs, with buttlemented walls
wnd towers, where Dreyfus was imprison-
wil for a time. Onp associntes it too,
with the story of Monte Christo.

The east side of Cibraltar looks to he
uninhzbited, biut as the beat rounds the
point the little town is seen at the foot
of the rock, .Just across the semi-circular
hay is the Spanish town of Algeciras.
dibraltar is ﬂpnkpn of as A hare rock;
hut grass and bushes grow in the creviees,
and after Aden it leoks quite green. The
hoat lies some distanee out, and on:
lands in o launch and walks along a
coyerie] jetty through a stone archway,
inta  the barrack-square — Casemates-
aquare, it is ealled. The main street opens
off this, It is nurrow and winding, and
crowded with soldiers, Spaniards in broad
black hats, and stately Moors with bright
draperi wl vellow slippers. The slope
of the rock begins here, ro that all the
lLittle streets running wp the inner wide
are composeld of stone steps.  Doenkeys
pick their way up and down, with pan-
nirrs of vegetaliles.  Between the tail,

narrow houses one sees the great rock ~

frowning above, At the end of the street
ix a littl: sunken garden, very weedy and
forlorn. A few tropical planta drrop
sudly in it, and there are actually a gum
tree and a wattle, very nickly loaking,
but nevertheless n little bit of home to un
Austrulian; aud a pepper-tree hanging
over n yellow wall has a familiar leok,
too.  Stone steps lead into the Alameda.
a little public garden with trees and

seaty, weparnted from the parade ground
by n low stone wall. Some seldicrs are
thygr-sipgnatbing, amd gokls wre heing sent
up tu dhe station on top of the rock
in buskets run an wire opes,

Near the larding-place is the ment sl
fruit anurkel—a liww, spanre building.
with 1he puths between the stulls open Lo
ihe aunlight. Fine orithpes,
grapes nnd preen und  purple
sulil jn flexible green huaskets,
ing Cusemnutesssquines are the rains of an
ahcient Moorish custle ing throngh an
urchwny to got o nearer view, ote sees

nmelens,
g+ are
theerlook-

37

4 stromye door, half open, and n Samp in-
side shown the Inginning of ome of the
tunnels that honeyeomb the rock.  There
in ot o pon visible anywhere; gl el w
chunee glimpse is the only outward sign
of the great fortifientions.

Thin is almost e end of 1he
L Southatngste i
nutives them i
Al the nearness ol Lo
v oyears before
e produces the s
dizappeintment ax w play e
sonwone who Juts nleendy witnessoil it

went of Liauding,
—London 1t
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! Travellers’

Samples. |

We have just purchased the whole of Messrs. Guvin Gibsin & Co’s
indent samples

At ©ver 50°, Under Landed Cost.

These are beautiful goods, comprising MEN'S,
CHILDREN'S of every description, and are now on view,
and heing cleared at

HALF USUAL PRICES

At Miller’s Boot Patace,

WOMENS, and

Victoria St.,, Auckland {

TONGA, SAMOA,
FiJI.

The Sunlit Corld
[siands of the
Pacific.

WINTLR CRUISES

Palm-Crowned Islands

OF THE 50UTH SEAS,

Send for fnll particulars aad deseriptive matter to

{nion Steam Ship €ompany of N.Z., Lid.

TO THE

RENDELLS LTD., Queen Street and Karangahape Road, Auckland.

Rendells Ltd. Winter Sale

Tl New Costume Iull at jlemdells Lidied, Koangnhnpe Lond,

NOW PROCEEDING IS THE MAIN FEATURE OF INTEREST at “THE LADIES' WAREHOUSE ™
Most Recent Fashions at Genuine Sale Prices for the Next Two Weeks.

JUST NOW—THE



