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The Real Japan-—Her Role in the Future

FRENCHMAN'S PROFOUND STUDY

By MNormann MacMuwm BA. -

NEUCHATEL, June 10.

TAYE the advantage of being

ahle to place before New Zea-

land readers st the earliest pos-

sible moment the salievl con-
tents of one of the most important and
enlightening books ever writien uhout
modern Japia. The author is M. Liudo-
vie Naudeau, amb the book is eatitled
~1.q Japon Moderne” In the wards of a
¥reach contemporary M. Nanclexun *is
the man who, ni the whnle world, knows
the mo<t of Japan in its preaent develop-
ment.”

Sent to Manchuria— we are not told
by whom—to follaw the eperntions of
the Husso-Jupinese war, M. Namd-au
was taken prisoner by the Japanese, n:l\nl
seat with a epnvoy  of olher
eaplives to Tokio, where he rum
for npwards of a year. Left completely
at liborty Ly the Japanese anthorities,
he profited by his enforced residence io
see cverything and to repori everything
of interest in the capital at a time when
it waa possible to reeeive vivid and
valuable impressinos.  And so in the
book before me 1 find & murvellowsly
vivid account of nafionmal insiitntions,
the Japanese arwy, the magisirates, the
politivians and 1lhe people. And above
all the author is a man of calin reason,
keen insighi, and profound juldgment.
Yerhaps it i3 his menial adaptation to
his task fur more evem than the quan-
tily of his material, that has made his
work so peeuliarly enlightening.

DLassing over the old, old question of
whether Japan i3 in reality original or
Imitative {and which, like s0 many oth-
ers, he finda hirmsac!f unalle to sulve),
ho passes to the interesting theme of
*“the psychology of Japanese heroism™
Aml bere is his solution:

IThia herpiam  takes 13 ori; In  the
first place In the fact that the anids ot
dapan, with their voleanoes, tt #efrinic
periurbations, and  the uanee inty of

Nzture gencrally, have habitoated the Japa-
nese to contemplate death a2 suthilTty
at any moment, Secondly,
ihe cirrnmstanees
by the necessurlly larze
follows fromn Its teeming populatia

The auther, to develop his argument
In detail. draws & harrowing picture of
the ravages of famine in .Japan. He
shows ns that minee the era of Meiji,
the consumption of rice has become in-
ercasingly general in that country. But
all the riee that the i=lands can sup-
ply woild not suffice to keep more than
26 million persons. Thus to-day, as in
days gone by, the Nippons sell abroad
the preater part of their tice (which is
excollent. but dear) and they bLuy in
China and Inde-China a rice nf which
*tha  quality is inferior. Bui tliese
mrans have not boeen sufficient to pre-
serve Lhe rountry from appalliing suffer-
iInz. At the closn of the recent war in
1906 and during the whole of 1907, Japan
undrerwent a berrible famine, in which
many a young gmirl (to the certaia
knowledge of the author), sacrificed her
hanour to her meed.  Other scourges
rage in Jupan, and cause a fearful mor-
tality-—cholera, plague, dvsenlery and
beri-heri.  In 1999 one epfemic of dys-
entery atlacked 45000  persons, and
eansed the death of 0D Hut meantime
the birth-rate is maintained at suwch a
figure, that while life in more precarions
than in Kurope, it ia held more cheaply.
"There ia a great circufation of life
among prolific peoples, as thrre is a
great eirculation of eapital in nations
in full commercial vigour.”™

*“They sce many die; death surrounds
them alwavs, threatens thein alwayas,
They are brave bhecnuse  each of them
erunts lesa than we upon the conting-
ance of h's separale existence, They
Ppass away withoat lamentation, brcause
they are habituated to the idea of pasa-
dng away. Nat do not believe that the
Hapanese goul @8 never possesacd by
fvar. Tho monl of the Japanese is, an
much as ours, accessible Lo ferr. They
are more afraid than we of carthquakes,
Mt the lrast tremor they rush head-
ilvag from their henwes. I have aren
&bem show without shams an emation
which seemrd to ma  Dcomprehensilie.
me day, while I was living in Tokio,
some savants, or pretended ravanta, pre-
dicted an imminent urﬂnfﬂke. Im=
mediately the puiblae achonls were omp-
fiad, snd tha chillren wem' seed by

ihe panic-stricken mothers, who eried:
‘If we must die let us die together 1"
A Japanese .proverb suys: ‘Fear your
father, fear fire, fear earthquakeal”” The
Japanese Year-Book etutes that the.
mortality during eurthquakes has gen.
erally been caused Ly the consequences
of paniec. .

No le:s do the Japinese fexr sicknoas,
Since primary education has apread in

*the masses some motions of e’ementary

seicnee, they live in perpetual fear of
mievobes: * T remember that after the
battle of Mukden we saw  udvaneing
northwards  immense  Japanese  con-
voys of emhnlance wagons. Now all the
officers and all the men who accompanied
these convoys had their nostrils and
maths coverrd wiih green mauze. ... . .
Courageous whea they have to submit
to surgical opeiniions, the Jupinee ar:
on the confrary, demoralised by &n i'l-
ness,  The moment, that heo bnlir:ves him-
sell seriously ill, the Jupanese remains
prostrate, manifests no deaire to atruggle,
te eling to lie

Are tie Japanese a religious people?
M. Maudean replics wilh a question: “OF
which Jupan do you speak! If you speak
ol the mu<s of the nation. I reply thag
it is -profoundly inbued with all the
superstitions of Rhuddism, and that it
hzs a profound veneration for th: in-
numerable deities of Shintoism. Not
anly is this peop'e religious, bug it is
the most religivus of all peoples.” He
gives instances, on the ather hand, of the
growing  free-thought of +he ruling
clusses, Half the men whe at present
direct the politien]l affajrs of Tapnn have
been formed by tho ealebrated Fukuzawa,
who, from 1860 to 1900, exercised an in-
cessant tutelnge over the mind of the
young Samurai {nobles). Fukuzawa was
by turna diplomat, reformer, maralis
pedagogue and sociologist.  His publica-
tions, which treated witlt clearness and
courage the political questiops  and
the organisations of Juropeean ecoun-
tries, hud 0 success  without pre-
cedent in the intellectual elasses.  Foku-
zawy was a populariser, a sort ot ency-
clopaedist, a utilitatian philosopier, like
Benjamin Fracklio. His privale schoal
had more vogue than the Imporial uni-
weTsity. IDs energetic mind profoundly
impressed a whole generation of the rul-
ing class. Above all, he parted abso-
lutely, and with disdain, from all the re-
ligious systema existing. *For him reli-
gina could enly have one utility—to con-
serve peace 1n sociely in keeping the
ignorant under its yoke.”

‘khe author comnpares the Japanese army
of 1904 to an urmy of French * Chou-
ans,” but of disciplined Chovans who
were willing to obey officers whn were
themselves insiructed and less credulous.
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*But what is particularly sdmirable in
the history of Nippon in that Lhe warrior
aristocracy of the eountry has found it
possible to be also mn intellectual aris-
tocracy, an element of progress, of social
renovation. At the beginning of the war
belween Hussia snd Japan, it was con-
stanily repealed in Furope ttat the tri-
wnph of the islandera was the triumph
of bcience, of demoerary, of knowledge
over obscurantism and superstition, In
peint of fact, the soliders engoged in
Manchuria, whether_yellow or white, dil-
fered liitle enough, if we consider their
inteHectual development. The Japanese
rankers had received more primary in-
struction than the Rusamn, but this rudi-
mentary knowledge had leit intace their
derp-rooted superstitions. Ilesns for the
Russians, amulets preserving their bear-
erg from death for the Japanese”. The
author, in the following pages, gves
mauy examples of Japanrse superstition,
including individnal beliefs in a speeiat
dispensation. ** Russian peasang, Japan-
ese peasant; equal superstition. It is
the Jupanese aristocracy which is, if not
superior Lo the Russiapn aristocrary, at
lenst betler intentioned, more patriotic
and morte disinlerested.” He insiances
the profound sell-abnegation of 1hs Jap-
anese aristneracy on the eve of, and dur-
ing {he war, in siaking the who'e of their
fortunes on the successful issue of the
conflict.

Another pictore awails us in the
dreadful revelations of Japanesr pauper-
ism—in which the author proclaims hia
ecomplete divergence from English and
other writers, whe have paintel the so-
cial conditions of Japan in “eouleur de
rose’  let me quote M. Naadean in his
own words: “ 'We, who arrived in Japan
in 1904, we have seen in Lhi: country a
terrible pauwperism which other Euro-
peans have ascertained, ptudied ani de-
picked at the same time as oursetves.
‘What we have to realisc ia ihat militar-
ism is underinining Japan. The vietor-
ics of 1894, gaired over the Chinesc, and
ihe victories of 1904, gained over Russia,
have brought with them a harvest of
glory and a reerudescence of misery.”
The inercasing cost of her armaments is
literally ruining Japan. .

An evolution of profound impertance,
as geen by M. Nandeau, is the gradu-
self-emancipation of women. But{ he
adds that the iriumph of feminism is not
imminent. The resistance is obstinate,
and for a long time to come will be in-
vincille. And from this point the asuthoe
derives ‘anolher series of conelusions,
which T hastily pass over in erder to
rcach the supreme question, in dealing
wilh which, I shall quote M. Nandeau
verbatim: * The Japanese, who will make
this wur against their own eusioms, tra-
ditions and superstitions, will perhaps
be those. who through iravel or reading
have clearly informed themse!ves upom
the real conditions &f Karopesn and
American society. They know into what
a pitch of morai diequescence, into what
effeminacy may fall mations which have
no religion, but the apotheosis of woman,
apotheosis of luxury and of ostentation.
They know that these nations are with
out prolific families, end that in conse-

quencs they eonld not preiend to
preponderating -role in the universal cone
Bicts of the future, . . In the true Japas
—in the Japam of the Japanese—thers
ate organised neither balls ner reception:
nor banquets, few formal visits are pai
and pecple ignore thase diversions which
absorb ihe days and nights of ec many
Eoropeans, and render their exiaieace s
onerous and go complicated. And it is
this that expinins iz part why the
Japancae family i3 o much more fecund
than the French. Tue resources  of
Japanese housekeeping are not exhausted
by the imperious necespity of keeping up
Bppearances. Jupan js a country im
which . . . . anyone who chose ‘te adoph
an ostentations appenrance would be ac-
eounted grotesque”

But the apparent pessimism of thel
anthor is relieved a little in Ms lasd
pages, where he aspumes that the Japans
ere will be obliged, in the necesaary pro-
cesg of making moncy, to adopt more and
more the lubits, ihe tastes and the ap<
petites of Europeans. He thinke that
the worship of the gnlden ealf and of the
ancient Japanese deities can hardly co-
exist. *The divirily of the Mikado is
a myth which the death of the presenb
Sovereign will obliterate. The gods of
the Bhinto Olympia dre fading awayy
already they are less visible, hidden by
the smoke of the factories. Al the
frzmewnrk of zociety is falling out .of
joint, For how long will ancestor-wore
ghip maintain ils foree and mairtaiun ita,
dizcipline  over thz individuml? The
thinkers of Japan ask thia capilal guess
tion with profound snxiety, If the Japs
anese were to lose these beliefs which
have bound and mssociated them togethen
in spite of everything, for ecenturias,
what would remnin to them?! Whers
would they find the new bases of & moral
aystem 1™ .

The erux of this most fascinating book!
lies, T think, in these last pages, whictt
constitute & mild intellectual rebuke ta
tho=e who, while rightly seeing that tha
unlimited development of Japan on pre-
sent lines would present & grave menace
to Western civilisation, fail to see thafl
those lines eannot be permanent. I1m
ghort, by the time Japan has grown te
fuli stature as’a world-Power, she wi’l be -
hampered by the same internal problems
of economics as her western riva'a. She
will have lost that inestimable advaniage
of the power of underselling—dependent
cn the simplicily of her mocial instite-
tiona—which is her chief danger at pre-
sent. She will have been Eurnpeanised
fo her losa as, until now, she has been
Earopeanised to her gain. Whether after
bLelng pessimistic emough to. aatisfy tha
most ardent preacher of Lhe *Yellowm
peril,” M. Nandeau has passed to an ex-
cesaive optimism, it is not for me to say.
His book is, at least, siimulating in the
higzhest degree, and I only hope that ig
will find a translater to de fuller jus-
tice to it than T have been able to give
it in ¢his hurried summary of its most
salient enntenis. DBut at least you have
an inkling of the contents of a book, ol
which the first Freneh reviews predict &

'great vogue—and that before its fama

has reached London.
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