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Life in the Garden.

Practical Advice for Amateurs.

BEEDS TO 30W THIS MONTH.

Flowers.—Asters, Candytuft ({giant
fluwering), Empress Carnations, Clarkia,
Blianthus, Godetia, Hilychrysum, Lurk-
spur, Lupins {annual serts), Mignonette,
Nemophila, Shirley Poppies, Schizanthus,
Stocks, Sweet Peas.

Vegetable.—Asparagus, Broad Reans,
Cublnge, Cautiftowers, Cape (acseberry,
Early Horn Carrot, Cress, Leek, Lettuce,
Mustard, Onions, Peas (William Hirst,
Gradus, Daisy), Parsley, Parsnip, Radish,
Spinach, Tomato, and White TuTnip.

Flanting.—Potatees, Artichokes, Rhu-
burh, Herbs, Cabbage, Cauliflower, Let-
tuce, Onions, Shelter and Fruiting Trees
and Bushes, Roses, Gladioli Bulbs, Lilies,
Tuberoses.
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GENERAL GARDEN WORK.

PRING always brings us face to
face with any amount of wark
in our gardens, and some ama-
teurs are occasionally puzzled

what to set ‘about first: we would
atrangly urge that first place be given
ic plantirg such things as roses, Fruit
trees, or shrubs, which may have been
overlooked or huve arrived lzte; all
such should be got in at lonce. Then
chooze a dry sitvation -in which to
plant early potatoes; some of the fine
old Kidneys are agnin an the market,
and are well worth growing. Continue
t¢ plant broad beaus for successignal
crops. Sow  early peas. Unlons  can
slill be sown this mouth, ard auwtwmu
sown oniong ¢an he transplaoted. Con-
tinue planting out cabbage, cauliflower,
and lettuce. Saladings  should  be
sown every teno days, where a suecces-
sion is Tequired. A few early carvrots
and parsnips may bs sown on deeply-
dug ground. Carnations, hollyhocks,
antirrhizums and penstemons can  be
planted cut when eoil i3 suitalle.
Dig over all vacant land jn readiness
tor future work. Where seedlings are
Leing raised in frames or pgreenhouse,
se¢ that air in frecly admitted, without
eold dranghts. Unless this important
peint is cavefnlly attended to, the seed-
lings will get “drawn,” and will never
nic, hardy, “stocky™ plants,
Finizh pruning and regulating the
branches of fruit trees. Apy grafting
required  is- best dome during  August.
Wiere fruit trees have not received
their winter wash, they should be at-
teaded to without further delay.

-

Culinary Peas.

The enormous number of varieties of
garden peas pow on the market is rather
puzzling to some amateurs. There ap-
pears to be no cessation of new arrivals,
for the ery is “Still they come!™ the
present season being especially prolific
in new kinds. We do not at the present
tinie propose giving any opinian on new
introductions, preferring to wait and
observe the results when grown in the
Dominion. There are some standard sorts
for early use, such as Willinm Hurst and
Gradus, too well known to Tequire any
deseription here, further than to say
the former js a very dwarf-growing kind,
and on that account will commend itsell
to those who cannot procure, or have
no time for, staking, Gradus i3 a grand
curly, grows 3ft high, but it is a v
poor cropper. The pods, however, are
very large,
inglish Wonder comes in abont o fort-
t after William wrst, and, like that
¥, is also dwarf-growing. A aplen-
did cropper, the peas ure eloacly packel
together in the pods, averaging alout
eight fine peas in each, of goold quality
and flavour.

Ktratagem, when true, ia one of Lhe
best peas we possess. Tt grows 2ft to
24ft, produces long dark green poda, and
peas of excellent quality. 1t is a heavy

cropper on goud land, and a_pea saitable
cither for table or for exhibition.

Alderman is an exceedingly handsome
and prolific variety, but grows 56t hi
For exhibition purposes there are few to
tival it. Dlany prizes tnd certificatea
have been awnrded this variety.

{me of the best-fluvoured lote peaa is
named the {ladstone. It is a superb
pea for the table, turning out, after
coaking, very dark green; makes a most
tempting dish. The pods are produced
in pairs, and it grows 3ft to 3ift high.
Fods are deeply curved, and often con-
tain 10 to 12 large peas. Tt remnins
a long time fit for wsing, but is only
suitable for main cTop.

A pea we have tried and like is Prize-
winner. [t comes in about snie time
as Stratuagem, and is a somewhat similar
pea. Pods slightly curved; height, 23it,

and New Zealand Mail for August

remain stamdard sorts, but owing to
their height (Gft) are not so much grown
ax they deserve.  Where sticks are pleati-
ful, however, it will pay the grower
well to plunt these excellent peas, which
are very heavy croppers and of firse-
class quality.
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NEW PLYMOUTH HORTICUL-
TURAL SOCIETY.

The general crommitter  of the New
Plymouth Horticultaral Society met at
the Town Hall recently, and transacted
several matters of 1Impurtance and ioter-
est, It was reported that loval rose-
growers were anxious that a rose.show
be held during the roming season. eithier
under the anspic of the Mociety  or
otherwise. A propnsition was made by
Mossry Sandford and Gritiiihs, that the
Soriety shoulll undertake-thr holiling of
a ros show some time in October or
November. .

Consideratle disenszion {ovk pince, in
which it was pointed ont that the So-
wiety should encourage lovers of part:-
cular Oowers by holling datfedil, n
and other shows in their varivus seq
sona, always providing that the ideas
of those interested were not too large.

English Wonder.

Puke of Allany used to be jargely
oruwn, but its popularty is on the
wane, owing, na doubt, to the tendency

of straining back and producing
e numnber of very small prds. We
think Alderman will snpersede this kind.

Prince of Wales is a fine eropping
pea, but many dhjeet to its small pods.
It shells out, however, when dry, rve-
markably we The same remerks apply
to Yorkshire Ilero apd Yeitehes' Per-
fection. 'These oll kinds are still very
pupular, and justly so, for althiougk the
pods are short, thexy are wamereus, ol
the peas very [arpe, and they are also
of waml gmlity.

e eold or date dislvicts Pride of the
of the safest kinds to

Market is one
graw. The peiws are not =o gnod qu

¥

as some af {he wrinkled sorts, but it

generally doeca well, and is a good market

sart, and often sown in early districts

o+ o firt enrly, owing to ita hardy
character.

Ne Plus Ultra andd TNritish Queen atill

Tha metion was eartied, aml the fol-
Towing committes appointed. with power
to add, for the makimg of the necessar
rements s —Mesdames Suoadish wnd
Messrs W. Shaw, G, Tisch, L
Ho ¥Frethey, J. Gibzon, J. Staples and
. tivelarre.

After some dizeuzsion, the following
ulrcommittes was appeinted to ar-

range all nevess: details in connee-
tion with Mr Tiseh’s  eottage  pgurden

competition: Mres Dovkeill, Mis< Elemp-
tom, Mesars €3, cib,  WOW, Kmith,
K. Allen, and G, H. Mefiahey,
met  at the
1 Lee e
Tiseh offered, awl it
to sweeept. four pr
£1, and 10/ for the hest

romnittee elnae

.
wild e

vided
JLI7
giarden, under the following eouditions:

tage

- The  garden to  be within the
Lorvugh of New Plymonth: to be con-
fined o amatenrs ax laid ilown s
clanse 13 of the by-laws (any non-pro-
fessional person  cwltivating  his own

1509
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Selected Alderman,

vn or employving  enly  eccasional
gance, shull be considered an aona-
providing D docs not, i

teur,
vpinion of the committee, mak

ne=s of growimes for sale prisnduets
lar to those e exBibits In Al an
sx}; the aree to Iw not more than a
erter-aere section; entey fee to e 220
awl enirics to e¢lose  on Octolur g
juwlaoes to take into consileration, first
vewetables; sveond, Howers, slirubs, ele;
ami thinl, geperal  arramgenrents aned

- comlitions.

‘Fhe jud who will probably visit
aaniens tw dwring November, will lne
appointed atl a later meeting.

L

Parsnips.

To pgrew paesnips for exlohition. w
deep, rich, aml well-d [TTET] IPETES PR TR
ves~ry.  IF the soil is of o cluyey -
ture, it will be betier o make ap o bl
of foresd varth to the required depth,

thin fo attempt $n in sk
A I may de, AN
M inches deep aml 15 inches winle
for w =ingle row. nnd a haver of well-

aml
shovhil

Al in fhe Tt
The tre

rotiel e 1
mixed with the soil

Prizewinner,



