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The Spaniard of To-day. e

T ia customary to speak .al Spain
as a dJdecademt mistion, but the

Spaniard of to-day is quite a3’

. courageous as the Spaniards of ofd,
who for long were the dictators,of. the.
world. One who knows the country and

people well recently drew attention to

the fact that it was dac to the in-
competence of Ministers and general mal-
admjnistration that affairs in Spain were.
in such a bad comdition.
people mre possessed of a high courage
and patriotism, and this was demonstyat-
ed in Cavite Bay, when the wooden hulks
of Spain wers fought againet the ar-
moured shipa of the United States untit
the lower guns were under water and the
deckn were scenes of frightful-carnage.
‘And is ]868, after the fight of Queen
Isabells and the withdrawal of the troops
from the capital, the common peopla
formed themselves into a guard for the
protection of life and property, and, just
a8 they wera, took up pasitions outside
the abandoned roynl palacs and mational
inatitutions. Ragged men acted as sen-
tries over untold treasurss, and it speaks
well for the moderation and istelligence
of the peeple that during the days when
&he mob was in sbaolute control of the

e mays ths -

|- vity ne .lmgle n.c{: of v'wlence took plam.

and nolhmg way' disturbed in the great
buildings, * which *had been left unpro-
tecied.: A wah capabie 0f auch high
deeds. ara no dullards, as many swould
have us belteve.! (Greainesy is Jatent!in
them, but they have been starved phyai-

. cally and moarally Sor bundreds of years

by the cupidity of incompetent Minizters
and vicipus rulers. The red and yeliow
stripes may mnever again fly over half
the knoirg world. ' Spain's work as a

" colonising Power is finished, the young

Republica of the Weat having inherited

the - lagaciea of the old country, but ahe’

has ap her own doors the dubty of ‘re-
generation with material that ahould

once more accord her a high place in t.lm. '

arts and r.raits of - civilisation,

E

A Chn:lr of Agriculture,

. Soms inleresting apeeches were made
at the A. and P. Association’s Conference
in “Wellington. . The retiring president
{Mr. T. G, Wilson) dwelt on the ab
durdity of having no chair of agriculture
in amy of eur universilies, though we
had chaira or mchools of medicine, art,
and every . other comceivable thing
Bpeaking of the proposed professorship,
he maid:
cannot be tanght in a classroom, and
there muat ‘be & zombination of practical
outdoor experiment aund rescarch work
besgides lectures, but that seems to me
to present no insuperable difficulties. If
there was & chair in Christehurek, it is
only & short distance to Lincoln College,
where demonstrationa and experiments
might ba easily carried out in conjune-
tion with the authorities there. If in
‘Wellington there is land at Trentham,
or there ia the experimental farm at
Levin, which could easily spare sufficient
ares for experimental purposes con-
ducted by the professor of agriculture,
I in Dunedin or Auckland, arrangements

could be made to get land, I am sura,’

without dificuliy, eitber by gift or, if

‘meaial farms!

to- tlujr

“It is trus that agriculture .

m;t:hiné was thus available, by renting
s portion of a farm. How are we other-

‘winse going to teach our young mea Lhe

principles of agricoliure? How are you
going to eguip the teachers to go out
into the counbry and inierest the pupils

" in Nature study and the crops Ard agri-

eulture ,they see around them? Tvea
those who go into the cities to teach
are the better of this kaowledge, for
citied are as much interested as the

. farmers in- crops,. for their livelihood

depends on them.. How are you gDin\r
{0 ‘train mea {o manage your X PeTi-
“The managers of thess

f.'lrmn are; I believe, goocl men; buk

. any training they have I;l:.ey have given

themeelves. If our co-operative experd-

ments are tb be extended, as {. think -

they nught. to be, how are you moing
to get trained men to eonduet them?
We have even had to import all the
directors at Lincoln Colleg&—there have
been ‘four to my knowledge.” What
has stoed in the way of the proposed
chair’ ig pmhahly a wrong idea of what

it would mean. It would Xob ‘be so.

much for the training of intending far-
mers’ ag for the training of men in
agriculinral research. Men'so trained
would be able to give instruction and
jssue books and pamphlets for the in-
formation of those engaged in the prae-
tical business of farming. The distribu-
tion of information is the .ome great
need . of agnculture in thé Dominion
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The New Zealander of the Future.

Sir Robert Stout made on inbgrésting"

speech at the New Zcaland Dinner in TLon-
don oo the fulure of our country. He drew
& pleasant pictura, ond thought that we
would be more idealistic than English-
men, Dr, ¥indlay seemns to think thab
we are in tha main a practical people,
with un eye on the present ratler than
on the future, but the Chief Justice does
not agree with him. Speaking of the fu-
ture New Zealander, Sir Roberf deciared
that he would be influenced by the fact
that hia country wis one of mountains.
He would differ from the Englishmun aa
the Highlander differs from the FLow-
lander. The- Highlander bail imagina-
tion, apd 8o woufd have the New. Zea-
lander. He would be mnore idealistic
than the Englishman. They would have
free edueation in every scale. To suve
democracy it was necessary to’ diffnse
education. They saw that some of their
journals were better than any 'English
journale, mors judicial, and lens parti-
san. The reason why they had no yellow
press was that the appeal had to be made
to an educated people. Ilers there were
vestraints, for the past was ia the blood
of the people. The fnture New Zrn-
lander would not hiteh hid waggon on to
past history, buf, in the words of Lmer-
aon, to a star. IIe would not be content
with p& . or present, but have his cyes
to the future, looking to build up the
best race the world hed ever seen.’ They
would not be content to be degraded by
having numbers pf people mamongst them
not knowing whence the nexi mneal would
oomp. They wanted peither millienaire

nor pauper. Thia had been the aim of
the legislators of the paat. High idealy
had led them on. ' The impulss of the
early piomeers was to make the race bet-
ter mentally, morally, and phywically. In
thirly yeara’ time it would ba seen what
the New Zealander had becoms,  Mr.
Regves followed thia up by saying that
New Zealanders were quite prepared to
give the Empire a lead, and that they
bed inherited the eharacteristic of think-
ing no small beer of themsalves.  He add-
ed thot when he first came to London as
Agent-General \he” had been inclined to
be very critical towards Downing-street,

. but ke bad since recognised that it was

not so black es it was painted It ia
nrot to be Bupposed that after - dimner
apesches are meant 4o be taken too peri-
ously, ond~the Chief Justice probsbly
intended to paint & more or leaa fancy
picture. We nre tertainly apt to hitch
our waggon {o a. star, and just now ws
scem to be hitching it on to era in
more senses thari one, s

Downing Sl‘.raet. o L
8ir Jeseph Ward's great spcech at tbn
House of Common’s Bunquet showed him
to be not only a great Imperialistic
eialeaman, but il a spenker of the very
firs{ order. He was humorous and veri-
ous by 4urns, end presented his idess in
a; clear-cut, ghapely form. Nothing counld”
bave - surpassed the fact which be dis
played when touching on the delicats
subject of the relations which have ex-
isted ' between Downingstreet and the
overseas’ Dominions. * ITe snid that till
the South Afriean war the domestie reln-
tions of Britain and the colonies wers
wnore Iike those of step-mother and atep-
chiltren them anything clse. Aforetime
it wans o ‘scttled tradition of British
statexmanship that the colonies wera so
muny troublesome  exerescences on  the
body politic-—nnisancea in time of peacs
and an expenseé in time of war. This
view reflected ileelf in public opinicn and
mattera of adminjstralion; bence the fr-
ritation and friction on both sides. ” The
colonies were pigeon-boted by Towning-
atreet as far as possible, and, fuiling
thut, they were amubbed; while, as for
Downing-street,, well, it wns not o name
to econjure with in the cofonies. Tradi-
tions died hard, and the one mentioned
was no exceplion, , That tradition suf-
fered sevoerely in the Bouth Afriean war,
when, to the bewilderment and delight
of the military authorities, the colomies
volunteered their help; but it did not
dia’ then, or the recant New Zealand
Droadnought offer ‘would acarcely bave’
d such astonishment and gratifica.

tion throughout iba Uniied Kiogdom as
it appearad o bave donme. That any
overses Dominion should wolunteer any
assistance to the Fome Government
seemned something to make a home-bred
DBriton rub his eyes and ask il he wus
dreaming. The Premisr went on Lo sy
that thia tradition was not quite dead
now, but lie did not think it wonld sur-
vive the coming Defenee Conference, The
epeech crenied a prefound impression,




