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Children’s Page

To Our Young Readers.

Our young readers are cordiaily invited
to onter our wide circle of cousins, by
writing o '

COUSIN EATE,

“The Weekly Oraphic,™
Bhortland Btreet, Auckland,

Cousin Kate iy particularly desirous
that those boys and girla who write
should tell her twhatever it interedts
them to. tell, about 1heir games, their
pets, their holidays, or their  studics.
Their ktters and Cousin Kale's replies
will appear in the “ Weekly Graphio,”
on the Children's Pages, - . -

AN couping under the age of fourteen
are accounted Junior Cousing, il above
that age Benior Cousing,  Cousing moy
continue swriting uatil quite grown-up,

and efter, if they wish o do so; for we

are proud 1o number omong our cousing
some who have passed out of their teens,

A Badge will be sent to each new
cousin on the receipt of an oddressed
envelope.. .. . DA

s ’

COUSINS’ - CORRESPONDENCE:

EAR COUSIN EKATE I woald
like to be a cousin of
_“Graphic.””. I am 15 years old
and in Btanderd 6. 1 like read-

ing your letters wery much; they are &0
very interesting. 1 live in Wellington, ‘but
1 was bora in England. 1 think the
“Graphic”™ & very nice and Joteresting
paper. Will you send me a red badge,
Please > —COUSIN ANNIE. . o

Desr Cousin Ankie,—1 would very much
like to huve you for & cousin; and you
are my cousin 4s well as eousin to the
“Graphie.” Did you ever henr the eunckod
in Eugland, Cousiu Anple? Did¢ ¥ou ever
1ry to see where he was, and lle awpke
ever %0 lomg st nwight, with ooly a sheet
1o cover you, trying to get g lkttle bit
cool, in the middle of summer, when it
wias not really dark the whole night
through? Did you ever look very reverents
Iy at the pretty eggs in the Ktiie nests I
the hedgercws along the lane sides, afraid
€ven 8¢ much as to touch one egg, lest
the parent bird shoold know that you had,
and shoutd desert the nest fn fear of lm-
pendlug 1I1? Were you ever scoided for
coing rumud the fields In guest of prim-
roses in the apring-time, Instead of com-
ing gteaight howe from Bchool? And,
sweetest of 81, did you ever gather Dlue-
bel's jo the dusk, or stnell the musk in &
eottage window? This i8 a bailstorm of
Questicnn, s It mot? But you see, you
tenipted me into It by teiling me you were
born in Englasd. and that made me think
all nt ooge of thonsands of lovely thiugs
which I recollect there when 1 wum
Younger tham you. Anyway, Cousln Aonle,
what do yno think of the view from the
flagstaft bill In Wellington (I forget what
¥ou ¢alt that hill, though I've Deep up it)?
I thipk Welllngron Is Fuch 8 brlak, stirrlug
city; people seem really siive -there.—
Cousin Kate.] . - -

- + + +

Denar Cousin Kate,—May I become one
of your '"“Graphic” couslue? I have - been

tepding your chlldren's page to-nlght, and °%
1am only -

thought I would like to be ome.
12 years old, and lo Standard VI, [ think I
would llke you {0 mend me a Ted badge,
4@ the girla at our gr-hoal dre all wearing
Zed on thelr hats. I wlll wrkte to you every
week, and wlll be able to read your anawer
and my letter every week, as we always get
the “Grapbie.” I aml my siater are hoth
writing to you to-night,—Cousln MOLLIE.

[‘Dur Conaln Molite,—[ have conjurad up
autn a pleasant picture of you sed your
ttle wintar enjoylog the "Graphic' beside a
eheery fre, a8 1 and my lirtle companions

“glrl we used 1§ say, §f two of ns had sashes

the

vsed to enjoy our books and papers when
we were young, Are you going up for a
pcholarship? Yoo should be able io win
either that or a free place If you care 1o
do po, seelng you are im the sizvh already.
Hed seems the right sort of colour for
wlnter, and as the girls wear it on thelr
hats you may as well have your badge to
match. I am pleased to hear you are going
to write every week, There are a good
many coaglng writing, bot we are like the
old-fashioned "hnses—''there 18 alwaya room
for more.” It is very mlee to recelve such
a wellwritten Jetter ag yours, Cousln Mol
e, You must be bieseed with a good writ-
iog master, or else you have inherited a
good hand, But good writing does mot 4al-
wiars ron in_families. I Enow a lady
who writes alfoat 1lke copper-plate, and her
chiidren write all soris of hands, from very
£good to very bad.—Coupin KATE.]

N B K TR
Dear Cousin Kate,—As T have a Bléter

who 14 writing to you to-nkght, T thought I
would-like to be one of your cousing, too. I

am _only nine years ¢ld, and would like,
please .to have & red badge.—Cousin
MAGGIE. - -

[Dear Cousln Maggle,—I am very glad
you have followed your alster's good: ex-

ample, and deelded to send me & letter.: It -

ia always nive, to receive two letiers .fiom
one famiiy, becanse we.-get -mnl:ej‘news when
ihere are two writing.~ When I.was & litl

or frocks. the'lmame ‘edlour,- that - we -were-

“frigndes.’” S0 gs.¥ou and your. sistér. qre T
both having ,réd badgea you will be-friénds -
) 1 think 1t
[is dovely to.have a aister; don't you!-1 won-

i thia sense." a8 well a8 aisters.

der it it will’ be evening' when. you are

. reading thie anewer to your letter, and if

i3 will be time for a trip to “Blanket Bay.”
—Cousip KATE.] B

I S

Desr Consin Kate,-—-Thlz I3 my first let-
4er to you, s0 [ hope yon will receive me for
.a vousin. I am Afteen years of age, so 1 sup-
pose [ will be a "Henlor Consin.” I live in
a little couniry town called Lower Moutere,
situated about thirty-fonr miles from
*8nnny Nelsom.” To go by boat 1o Nelson
i3 alout slsteen miles, but it only taken
about two houra and a-balf. The neartest
town to wer Mootere 1s Motueka, 1
don’'t think there are any more “Grgphic”
cousing here, ‘We get the “‘Grapblc'’ from
ont neighbour, and I om always auxlous te
ree “Buster Brown” and read the letters.
I have two gisters nnd & brother. My
brother ks goiug to write 0 you. We nre
having miseradle weather bow., It was
ralning ail duy yosterday, and pearly ali
duy toe-day. Have you ever bLeen to Nel-
son? 1t Is a lovely place for = hollday.
Dear Cousin Kate, will you please send ma
u blue bailge? 1 eaclose an addressed ew-
velope. My sister aod I used to have
pmzle lessons, but are not having them
now. We may coutinue them later on, 1w
Fou like music?, With Jove to all the cou-
E}ff not forgetiing Fourself.—Consin

[Dear Copsin Daley,—1 am glagd to e
celve you tor a vousin, and hope you will
often write. I have been to Nelsom, and
qulte azree with those who say §t is a oice
place for a heliday, To pgo there by baunt
from Moutere must be & delightful experi-
eace, The day I came out of Nelsgon wus a
perfect spring day; I shall never forpget it.
There was a. gentleman  on boeard  the
stenmer, who tuld me that things do not
look B lovely (0 ws whed we get o'der.
Well,  “that dependx,” as the prople aay.
1 hope you Aand your slster will soom be
ahle to have your muskc lessony again: [
just Jove muric. How could one. help lov-
ing it, Any more than one can help rovlng
pletures, I:.think the raln {8 not so tryiug
it one goes out fn . There ia pleasura
-in belog . out-gf-doors 1o . wet
wenther, 1f one 18 well wrupped up. It
makea one glad 1o bhave a home to get

‘tnto when one h&s bad enough of the out-

#ide,—Cuusin Kaie.] .-
+ 4+ 4+

Dear Cousla Kate,—Please mny T become
one of the rouslnel 1 am elght years old,
aud o the firet atandard at school, 1 bhave
abory two mllem to walk every morning,
1 bavae = little black and white kltten;
pleisy will you give Mo a Rame for hal

or. windy .

Have you seen 1 polecai? Father caught
one ln our kilu noy very long ago, P.ense
send me 4 blue badge?—Love fromm COUSIN
REGGIE.

[Dear Consin Reggie,—You cerizinly may
bevome one of our cousine. What a long
walk to schoo] for guch A little man! But
¥ou have all day to get ready for the waik
home +hich (8 a good thing. You will
s0on be in the second standard i#f ¥ou keep
working away. 1 wonder what yog woud
thiok of Fluffy &% a name for your pussy?

. 1 _don't rememiber ever seeing a pole-cal.

I don't think
hope ¥ou

‘Wag 'thig one very savage?
i1 should cere to catech oome, 1

. like your badge, and will write aud tell

me.-—_Cousln Kate.]
R I 3

Dear Cousin Kate,—I wish to become one
of your *Gruphic” cousins. It 5 very nice
to rend the couslos' letters, which I find at
the back of the “Graphie.” 1 live twenty-
two miles out of Nelson, at A small country
place called Belgrove, - We have had very
fine wenther tately, but it has begun to rain
agaln to-night. I have two kitiens, but I
have named peither of them yet.” 1 thiok
I will call one Kit. I alzo have a pet gont,
which 1s about half grown, and _eall him
Billy, . Please, Cousin Eate, wiil yon send

ime a navy blue badge?—With love to you
and ' the Test _cg.’ N
I e

the cowmains, Cousln

“gebting to know quite a let of the New Zean-
Innd places, with' bavihg spo many cousius
in all ;parts.  "You tell.;me that' Fou bave
hpd very fine weather lately, but i has
hegun to Tain Bgain, " Well, Cousin Cyril,
1 see yom are not a grombler; why should
we grumbie at the weather? I am inclined
to_echo the cheery views of the dear old
Indy whe sald, "Any sort of weather 1s
hetter than ne weather at all."' What do
you think? - And Dow, you see, the short-
eat day I3 well past. Do call one pussy
“K1{," That §s &0 appropriate. How
wonld “Patches™ 4o for one If §t is patchy
In eolour? 1 had a little sister whe lhad
two kittens, One day she found a little
heap of bones in the bex wheres they slepl.
She ¢ame in crying, and saying that soimne
“nortid toms £At had eaten up Ber two kit
tens,” for she could Dot mee them ony-
where about. But the kittens came 1o
light again; and when the %eap of bones
were examined they proved to be mution
chop bones!—Cousln Kate.]

+ + £

Dear Cousin Kate,—1 would ke tn be-
come one of the cousing. I nm ten years
old and in the third standard, J§ have 1
pony named Dick, and ride three mliles ood
a-halt te school. We play footlali at
srhool jusi now, and we are golng to nlay
Tekirl on Saturday, [ bove a past enrd
a'bum, and It holde 300 post ecarls. Wil
you please send mwe 8 blue badge, 1 omst
stop uow, with best wishes to you and all

© the other counslus.—From Cousin JACKIE,

[Dear Cousln Juekie,.—T1 am vety pleased
to welcome you &k a vourin.  What.a hnpnpy
tlme you and bk most have together,
Three and a-Lalf miles on horseback would
not seem far, hope your team wou ihe
game.  You bave a eapuriour post capl
album, 1 wender how Jeng {t wili fake
you to have jt Aled. Tell me some more
about yoursell whkern next you write. [ like
to know how my cousiug ure zerting along.
Consin Gordon teils e in his Jefter this
week that hLia pigeons heve lald two oges,
1 um hoping he wiil vann wrlte and say that
he bas two youug plgevns.—Cuusiu Kate.]

S+ o+

Denr Cousin Kate.—Did you recoive my
letter? It was not publixhed n luwt werk's
*iraphle,” so 1 suppose lt must walt jis
turn, How do you mauawe when there are
more lettera than yen cap publish I the
aone -lgsued Motder gnd 1 went te the
orrbeatral concert At the Choral Hall Jast
Thutsday week, and fnjoFed the munle very
much. Are we not having heautinl weather
for thia time of the yeart? We have a
ovely green parrok, with sellow breaet. e
talks If the wenther 1a flpe, bot If there I8
rala coming he makes A nasty, squeaky
nolse, and he Ia never wrong. My sinter
aud | had cur pbotos taken ai Schmldt's. We

%8

wil bave Lbe proofe o Mooday. With lowe
10 yuvu aud all tbe cousiua.—-Coosln ELIA,

TDear Cousin Fia,--Yes, | d4ld get your
letter. DMd you get sour badge? .

When, llke the “Old Woman Whe Lived
in & Bhoe,” . S
1I've 8o mn; letieras 1 dou’t know what

o do, .
1 ot writlng answers til day ia Jong fed,
And publish them--when they ean be publl-
abed

T am very glad to find my routing =0
reasonable a8 to be willing pood-naturedly
to walt a little for the publicatlen of their
letters. It s ever so much nleer to have &
crowd writing, even if it does mean harving
to wait a U1tlg for one’s turn, 1 don't won-
der that you enjuyed the orcheatrsl con-
cert. I was interested to hear about Your
very true weather-glass. 1 wonder whera
he feels the rain—in hiz corns. or 1n his
nerves? 1 hope your photos turn out good,
Yes, I think the weather la absolutely per
fect.—Covgln Kate.]

+ + +

Dear Cousln Kate,~—Thank you so much
for recelving me as & cousin. 1 am a girl,
with o Muorl name. Some people think @
am g Maork half-caste. 1 cannot wrile rery
well to-doy, a3 It ls very colt, 1 would
llke & red badge please, Aunt Kate. Pleass
excuse e putting “aunt” for “cousin,” as
I am very forgetful. My favourite booka
are “"Mivz Bobble,” “Ttehinsen Crusoe,’ znd
“*The Swiss Family Rtoblnsun.” T bave wuale
lessons on Saturdays, and ride dowsn Le
Mayfeld village. My mnster is 4 good-tem-
pered ol@ German gentleman, and ls very
nlce, With love. From Cousin AROHA.

[Dear Cousin Aroha,—1 am ac glad to
hear from you ngain. 1 found out your ad-
dress from a8 geographleal index, so 1 Bent
you on a badge without waitlng for your en-
vetope, 1 aquite forgot 1 bhad nsked You
what colowr you wouid like, and 1'm nearly
pure 1 gent you Llue. So 1 will send yom |
a red one in the envelope Fou lhave sedt
now. Faoey your being a little glri after
all. Your name has a pretty meauing. It

means “love.”” To bave such & nlice name
1 think helps one to be Eoo I don't a
bt mind being called *“aunty’'—I'm quile
used to it. Only, of course, I'm ceusla™
to all my “Graphic” consing, I think girls
are fond of readipg boys” books. You muet

enjoy your music lessong, Write aguin soomy
dear.—Cousln Kate.)

+ + %

Dear Consin Knta,—1 suppose ¥on ibink
1 have forgotien you, but 1 have not I
have a wvery uice doll, which niy mether
deessed for me, and it Jooks very mice la-
deed, [ bave a_ nice hockey atick and m
jittle puppy. which ls_always teasiogz the
cat. I am In the serond standard at seheal,
and & years old. We ghall sven be baring
out wchool wmid-winter bolidays.—Uousin
NAOMI. - - 1

[Dear Cousin Naomi,—I om go glad o gat
nnother letter from son. 1 ¢id ot thivk
¥ou had quite forgotien me, thouzh 1 like
to be told so all the same. T npm sure yoae
aoll must be n great treasure, and you wiit
prize it all the mere DLecawse yonr mother
dressed 1t for you. Yon bhave net told me
what ls the colour of its frock. 1 =hould
1ike to pet hold of 1that hockey stick of
yours, llackey I3 sneh good fun, Trups are -
Just as greal teases as boys, aren’t they?
Ntandard twe is vory good for § vears of
age. J hope yon cnjoytd your holldays.
They will be over when you rend this..—
Cousin Kate.] .,

* %

Dear Coosio Kate,—Thank yom very meck
for the badge. 1 was very pleased (o get
it, My little sister often wanis Lo fend you
a letter, only she cau’t wrlte vet. She Iz
five years yannger thaw myset, and 1s only
five years old, nnd does mot gn te school.
Yer, we do play siop wirh bits of broken
biscnlt, bul they do not last long, beecanse
we ept them up, 1 bave ene boy Jol) pamed
Rayond. I have got a deli’s hunse, hat
don’'t often play with it. T have a lltile
hrother named Neville; he has n toy donkry
and a toy cow. Jle Tas pulled the donkey'sn
il off and the cow's horns anl, and snya
they are Billy. With love.—Il'rom Cousln
HUELEN. - . .

[Dear Cousin Jlelos,—Se the Disentd
don't last very well! You have fonnd, ont
that you caundt eat yvour eaka and have It
1 think 1 wag abont fonr whep I found That
out. 'T'hat day 1 had been a nitughly lirne
girl, and was 1o have mo sugar In ooy tea.
The ¢ook gave us mame sugar that after-
and 1 was sucking wmy lump, when

neon.
gomeone iold me that If 1 dld that there
woulit be acne left to put in my ftrea

Waen't 1 n Mitle gonse? (Thee yoar NHte
slster my love, anil ask her to grow up Fast,

pl get ready 1o wrlie to e Ruyrp do
weem Lo 13ke wrenking things \.1;. 't they?
1 wis very glind to g eitor: It nst
told me Uie sorts of th whlel Interest
me.—Uousin Kale.}

+ 4+ o+

Pear Couzin Kate,— WL yon have me @
1

one of your eonsing? 1 Hke real he let-
Lwerd b the “Graphle™ very much ludeed.
My youngest lLrother has comivenced 1o
1ake 1the “Weckly {irnphic,” 1 have thrre
brothers and oue sixter, pwl 1 em lhe
Founzeat of all. 1 am 1 and In 1he 611D

We are having wintry weather
Jg very kecn al-uight aod in ihe
moprnlngs. My slater plays the organ In
Bunday-achool, awl 1 am Jearning  musle.
here are nloutl 24 cbildren golog 1o the

&tamlurd,
now, 11

schonl. 1 bave nbout halt a mile to walk
every morning, angd am very fond of juy
lessone.  love from Consln ELRIL,

1 shall s very gladl

[Danr Cousin Fisle,
rery pleased

tn have yon [or & canmin, 1°0
to bear yon like tending the Ivilers. Do,
tel] ine whxt Long Plaln ie like. 1t sounds
®o nterenting. What a good thing for me
that your youngest brother has begun W




