
ty a tu the right direction. The exe-
cutive naw want to put the club on a

•olid foundation, and should take the

greatest pains to see thatall their members

•Xe men of repute and good character, who

wfll not iucur itubilttres they are unable to

pay for (t ts only by giving these matters

the strictest supervision that the venture

will pre-ve a sncceas. The bookmakers
hare to thank certain people for the posi-
tion they are now in as a legalised body,
and they ought to do their utmost to pre-
▼evrt any sNght being- put on those who
J*a.re fought so hard for their interests. A

splendid suggestion was thrown out by Mr.

U, Wynyard, when responding to
toast of the “Racing Clubs,’’ in that

adl licenses should be issued by the Metro-
politan Club, the «ame as traiuers' and

Jockeys’ licenses. This would, indeed, be

a atep In the right direction, especially for
4be protection of country clubs, and it is

Co be hoped that the suggestion will be

acted on by those in authority.

Unfortunately most clerics turn the cold
Ahonlder to any and everyoneeininected with
Che turf. A striking exception, however, is
found in the vicar of St. Matthew’s Aa-

Kticnn Chinch, Hastings, the Rev. John

Siobbs, who some time back organised a
Pastime Club in that town, haying as its
main object the uplifting of the many

lads connected with local racing stables.
JDuring the recent Hawke’s Bay Meeting,
Iho uianagement of the Chib entertained

Abe members of the local and visiting rac-

ing profession. A large number responded
to the invitation that had been issued, and

. assembled in the club rooms at 8 p.m.
Games of cards ami billiards were indulged
in, and a spelendid uiusicai programme pro-
vided. A feature that gave great amuse-

Tment consisted of a series of boxiug con-
tests, one especially being a very willing
go. Shortly before ten o’clock refreshments
;ivere handed round, and the meeting gradu-
ally broke up. Before leaving, many of the

expressed themselves, as delighted
.with the appointments of the club, aud

stated that such entertainments on race
nights were, without doubt, of incalculable

■benefit to the boys.

The newly-formed Tattersail’s Club open-
ed (heir new rooms in Durham-st. West last
Ifrkiay evening with a smoke concert, when

a most enjoyable evening was spent. The
club have secured a splendid suite of
rooms, which have been appropriately ftu-
.nished for the convenience of thd|
largest being reserved for a billiard-room,
which will be under the control of Mr.

■Beckett, the well-known exponent of the

game. There was an exceptionally large
attendance, which included a number of
deadlug sporting men. aud the committee,
prominent of whom were Messrs. J.

IBeckett, C. Westbrook, C. BHey, and W<
Tidymau (bon. secretary), worked hard to
make the gathering the undoubted success
it was. Mr. A. E. Glover, M.P., was in

.the chair, supported by Mr. F. La wry,
IM P. In his remarks, the chairman wel-
comed the re-establishing of the chib, and

hoped the members would worthily uphold
the best traditions of the profession. Mr.

E. Hackett proposed the toast of “Tat-

tersall’s Club,’’ pointing out that there

Mas plenty of room for both the totalizator
•nd the bookmakers, and took exception to
the action of certain sections of the com-

•munity who were always dictating to the
other section as to how they should take

<heir spoi't. Messrs. Leslie aud Tidyman

responded on behalf of the club. Mr. F.

ILawry, M.P., proposed the “Racing Clubs,”
‘(Messrs H. 11. Ilayr, Lt. Wynyard, and F.

ID. Yonge responding, all expressing the

opinion that with careful ’attention to the
licensing question the bookmakers could
Work hand-in hand with the totalizator. A

number of other toasts were proposed, and

n pleasing programme was rendered, the
following gentlemen contributing items: —

[Messrs* F. Lawry. M.P., A. McElwain, H.

Beresford, R. Noton, Wynn-Gray, Blakely,
J. W. Ryan, W. Aspiirall, I). Bannatyne,
the Lyric Quartet, and Cato's orchestra.

Proceedings terminated about 11 pm. with
the singing of “God Sr.ve the King.”

♦ + +

TURF TALK FROM Trio SOUTH.

CHRISTCHURCH, Saturday.
'After 'the unprecedented spell of line

weather, rain set iu on Friday, and at the

time of writing it looks like lasting.
The jumping brigade at Riveartou have

been fairly active of late. There bas bten
little to ehoniele in regard to Cup ettudir

dates, few of whom are yet asked to do
fast work.

Stepenfeldt, Grosvenor, and Orsiuo have
pleased the critics in their schooljsg work,
though the last-named still dwells too long
nt his jumps. LapEand is improving, and

there is no doubt as to his jumping ability,
but he does not take kindly to the busi-
ness:

Highly satisfactory eu'tries have been re-

ceived for the six leading events at the
Canterbury Jockey Chib’s Grand National
meeting, the nominations totalling, five

more than lust year. Amangst the best-
known of the horses engaged Ln the Grand
■National Steeplechase are Capitol, Waita-

rere, Emus, Moccasin, Nogi, Jack Pot,
tNadador, Le Beau, and Lingerer. There is

41 decided falling off in the Winter Cup,
which is compensated by an increase hi
most of the other events. As usual. North
Island-owned horses have a strong majority
In 11m? jumping events.

•St. Aidan Is looking particularly well
now, mkl he should not be long Ln return-

ing his owner some of his purchase money.
Snip is bowling along freely j n work.

•nd appears to be in capital fettle.
Volodia, who is having an easy time Just

now. is looking very well, and is carrying
more condition than previously. Her stable
companion, Grand Slam, who was added to
the list some time ago, looks hearty and

well. So far be has douc nothing beyond
three-quarter pace work.

George Matthews has quite recovered
from his recent illness, and will shortly
take up a position with Mr. J. B. Held at
the Eldershe slud.

Slaney. who has shown much promise st

the jumping business, has been haring an

easy week of it, aud the rest of J. Taggart’s
team have been also doing light work.
D. Roberts has put his string into active
work agin, after a few weeks’ gentle exer-

cise on the roads.

Alay and Tikitere hare built-up wonder-
fully well during their spell, but the latter

is stll showing symptoms of lameness.
Sea Dog, Pallada, and Ability have been

out recently with 'the Christchurch bounds,
qualifying for hunting erents.

The well-known trainer T. Sheonan, who

has been on the sick list for some time, is

now almost himself again.
Amongst latest recruits to the list of

hurdlers at Riccarton is Zetland, but so far

he has shown little aptitude for the busi-
ness.

At the Point-to-Point Steeplechase at
Waimate on Thursday Mrs. E. Rhodes’
Puzzler won ia the heavy-weights, and Mr.

Elworthy’s Kauri in the light-weights.
J. O’Brien, of Oarnani, is shipping Apple-

garth and Welbeck to Melbourne, where

they will be put under the hammer. Both
are welf-bred, good-looking horses, and
shotild not be long in ’the market.

NAPIER PARK RACING CLUB.

NAPIER, Wednesday.
The Napier Park Racing Club opened

their winter meeting to-day iu fine weather,
and before a Large attendance. Most of the
events proved easy things for the winners,
and with the exception of the last race,
in which 12 horses started, the fields were
small. The in vestments on the totalisator
amounted to £5380, as compared with
£6343 on the first day of .the last winter

meeting—a decrease of £954. Thirteen

bookmakers were on the ground—seven in
the outside enclosure at £lO each, and six
inside at £2O 10/ each, making a total
revenue to the club from that source of
£197. The events resulted as follows:—

Moteo Hack Hurdles of lOOsovs, one and
three-quarter mile. —Forest, 10.11, 1; Le

Beccio, 9.9, 2. Scratched: Nero. The others
fell. Won in a canter by four lengths.
Time, 3.27 4-5.

Petane Hack Handicap of 150sovs, seven

;!lrM<>II 5S-“J? arathon ’ 9- 3 ’ Guiding Step,J0.5, 2; Waipunut, 9.13. 3. All started.
Kvon by three lengths. Time. 1.34 3-5.

Stewards’ S-takes Handicap, of 150sovs
one mile.—lranui, 9.4, 1; Wood hey, 109
riss?ma°wan

h

S<?ratc,hod : Matora and Car-iissmaa. Won by two lengths. Time, 1.48 3-5.

1 h?®eP ‘mil^ee& leC,?2? e .of 250 s<>vs. about
..miles.—H. Fryer’s ch g Lingerer

T

bu>Js^re«
I<>n -~Taihoa. 9-8 (F- F&nn),

7’ , . s Speciosa, 11.4, 2; H. E. Trotit-
Eldorado, 9.12, 3. Also started-

V’2’ • Coy
,

9’7, Maid 9.7.Lmgerer. Speciosa (the favourite), and Coy
?°..get away- Passing the

th?i flrst tuue Lingerer was stUl

t/11 wa ?’ ?D<l IHi kePt 1B the

iJiJs6, *“W easily by a good six
g?.hs -

.

Speciosa beat Eldorado by a
ill .I .'l a ha,f far second place. Sylvia

Time 6
P
48 3 5

tbe ljrue!l lu the straight.

lV'a'c<: i.?t ?£ •"‘•■>soys. one mile and a

K

—¥ra V- J- Dnngtas’ btk g Maku,syrs, by San Frail—The Brook, 11.9 (MrG- ■Hrrsth 1; Waiteiso’-Milk, 10.7, 2; Sealer,
A,s<> started: Waioriki 11.5, Colos-

sus Malmoe 10.7, Pukehou 10.7. Won
easily by about ten lengths. A length,
separated tlie second aud third horses. No
time was taken.

Ah-uriri Handicap Hurdle Race of 120
one mile and three-quarters.—W.

Griffiths’ b g Commander, 6yrs. by The
Oflu-cr—Nixie, 10.0 (T. Pine), 1: Sir W. R.
Russell’s Corazon, 9.10, 2; O. George’s
Somali. 9.4, 3. These were the only start-
ers. An interesting race saw Commander
get home by a long neck. Time, 3.23 35.

Settlers’ Hack Handicap of 80sovs, six

furlongs.—W. Cattan-Beh’s blk g Mundic,
-yrs. by Gold Reef—Hopeful, 10.10 (G.
Jones), 1; S. Pitt’s Timothy, 9.1J, 2; W. Tel-

ford’s Bercoi-a, 9.2, 3. Also started: The

Squatter 9.12. Miscast 9.12, Andrew Mark

9.9, Splash 9.7, My Darling 9.4, Miss Tally
9.3, Cork 9.2, Magneto 9.0. Mundic romped
home a winner by a dozen lengths. Tim-

othy beat Bercola for second place by a
Length. Time, 1.19 3-5.

C.J.C. GRAND NATIONAL

NOMINATIONS.

CIIRISTCHimrf’H, Friday.
The following nominations have been re-

ceived by the Canterbury Jockey Club iu

connection with their Grand National meet-

ing:—

Winter Clip, of GOOsavs, one mile.—First
Mate,. North I lead. King Post, Umeraboy,
Grenadier, Simplex, North-east, Mundic,
Mnskerry, Wimmera, Irish Rifle, Sir Frisco,
Gwendcjliua, Tikitere, Merrie Zealand,
Aboriginal, Tyrant, Stratagem, Whistle-

rrafK, Timmerman, Oxton, Dawn, Longner,
Chief Lochiel, White Cockade, I’ikapo,
Spate, Continuance, Iranvri, St. Aidan,
Pukewai, Penates, Hilarian., Federal, Nga-

puka, Maiora, Rock Ferry, Sea King, Guid-

ing Step, Lady Disdain, All Gitus. Seaman,
Hweet Angelas, Wirrat, Lone Star, Waika-

raka.

Grand National Steeplechase of lOOOsovs,
three miles and a half.—Capitol, Exmoor,
Pawn, Waitarere, ICuru*, Northern Star,
Ben Jonson, Wanganui. Mooslnui, Mocassin,
A-ssnyer, Aorangi, Nogi, Eldorado, Hau-

rangf, Speciosa, Diplomatic, Stormont,
Cymri, J;tck Pot, Te Arai, Slaney, Nadador,
Xaxier, lx* Beau, Lull, Irish, Maidl, Leo-
nardo* Lingerer.

Grand National Hurdle Race of lOOOsovs,
two miles.—’North Head, Te Uira, Exmoor,

Bully, Pukeirui, BeJario, Strong-
hold, Vlrtus. Ben Jonson, Stayboy, Clare-
mont, Showman, Lyrist, Whatakura, Rend
lock. Kalroma, Gold Duat, Polyanthus,
Vfkapo, Itangihaeta, Gold Shower, Auratua,
Stormont, Paritutw, Waihuka, Scotty, Con
lender,. Southern Cross, Corazon, Kremlin,
Xaxier, Ability, Wirral, Silken Rein. Nero,
Irish, Compam, Snip, Lapland, Ltonheart.

Music and Drama

(BY BAYREUTH.)

BOOKINGS.

(Dates Subject to Alteration.)

AUCKLAND—HIS MAJESTY’S.

June 28 to July 3—Hamilton Dramatic

Company.
July 5 to July 24—Hamilton Dramatic

Company.
July 26 to August 7—J. C. Williamson.
August 24 to September 7—Hamilton

Dramatic Company.

THE OPERA HOUSE.
In Season —Geach-Mai lowe Pantomime Co.,

“The Woman Pays.”

WELLINGTON.—OPERA HOUSE.

In season—Allan Hamilton Company.
July 26 to August 13—Pollard Opera Co.
August 16 to 28—G. Musgrove.
August 30 to September 12—J. C. William-

son.

September 14 to October I—J.1—J. C. William-
son.

October 2 to 16—Allan Hamilton.
October 215 to November 13—J. C. William-

son.
November 15 to December 9—J. C. William-

son.

December 27 to January 16—J. C. William-
son.

TOWN HALL.

July 4 to 28—West’s Pictures.

PALMERSTON NORTH — MUNICIPAL

OPERA HOUSE.

August 4, s—Allan Hamilton’s Dramatic
Co.

August 12, 13—J. C. Williamson’s “Jack
and Jill” Co.

August 27—Mischa Elman’s Concert.
Sept. 20, 21—J. C. Williamson’s Julius

Knight Co.
October 6 and 7—J. C. Williamson.
Nov. 1 to 6—Hugh Ward’s Musical

Comedy Co.
Nov. 20 to 22—J. C. Williamson.
Jan. 17, 18—Carter, the Magician.
Jan. 20 to 24—J. C. Williamson.
Feb. 14, 15—The Scarlet Troubadors,
March 28 to 31—Allan Hamilton.
May 19, 20—J. C. Williamson.
June 8, 9—J. C. Williamson.
June 20 to 25—Fred H. Graham’s Musical

Comedy Co.
June 29, 30—J. C. Williamson.
July 1, 2—Meynell and Gunn
August 18, 19—J. C. Williamson.
Sept. 30—J, C. Williamson.
October I—J. C. Williamson.
Nov. 1 to s—Allan Hamilton.
Nov. 10, 11—J. C. Williamson.

The Indecent Stage,

THIS week, I want to draw atten-

tion to a phase of the stage pro-

ductions of the day that has

run riot through America, flour-

ished in Australia, and is threatening
New Zealand. There are times when it

is desirable to be frank on forbidden
topics. Just now, the American stage is

suffering from a contagious plague of

evil plays and exhibitions. The latter

usually take the form of dances between
men and women, of a character that

leaves no doubt as to what was in the

mind of the originator. A number of
the leading reviews and magazines have

taken to discussing the question with a

sincerity and fearlessness that is alove

suspicion.

The Muck-raker in the Play-house

Especially has Mr Walter Pritchard

Eaton, formerly dramatic editor of “The
Sun” (New York), manifested his vigil-
ance. An unprecedented wave of licen-
tiousness in theatrical entertainments,
he maintains (in “Success’*), has arisen

and is moving slimily from the “Ten-
derloin” of New York into the real

United States. Vaudeville is already in-

undated, while the musical comedy has

in the past two or three years sunk in

many cases to the level of back alley in-

decency. The dramatic stage itself, he

continues has felt the influence and let

down the gates to farces of the rankest

suggestion.

The Manager’s Uefence.

Managers state in defence: “We’ll give
the public what they want and pay for.

We’ve got to live.” Mr Eaton, how-

ever is of a different opinion. “No,” he

shouts back, “there is no sufficient rea-

son for your living. There are hardly a

dozen of yon m the country whose work

could not be better done, vastly better

done, by somebody .else.”
The ethics of the theatrical manager,

lie affirms, do not as a rule reach beyond
his pocket-book; and it is there alone
America can hit him. We safeguard our

dwellings* the writer goes on to say, by

forbidding saloons within so many feet
of a school. We safeguard health by
forbidding expectoration in public places-
We keep certain books off the shelves of
cur public libraries and exclude objec-
tionable matter from the United States
mails; but “we are permitting every
man, woman and child to-day who goes
to a vaudeville theatre —the best of
vaudeville theatres—to see naked wo-

men exposed to view and almost naked
women going through the filthy motion*

of the most obscene of Oriental danees.**
Further: “We are permitting our young
men in so called ‘first-class’ theatres to
hear licentious dialogue which is not

spoken to illustrate a social truth, with
serious purpose, but solely to rouse

laughter at sexual immorality. We are

permitting these same young men to
face the constant assault on their low-

est passions of indecent gestures by
young women on the stage, of craftily
arranged nudity, and the specious glam-
our of foreign ‘fast life.’ And we are

permitting it because we have got into
the habit, in recent years, of permitting
even laxer dramatic standards to pre-
vail, giving even more and more rope to
the present vulgar herd of theatrical
managers, allowing the taste of the
Tenderloin in New York ever more and
more to dictate the character of enter-
tainments in the American theatre.”

Boston—Pure, Proper, Chaste
Cultured.

New York, stands not altogether alone
in its iniquity. “Take,” Mr Eaton says,
“the most indecent musical comedy of
last winter. Before that play ever came

to New York it sold out the theatres in

Albany merely on its suggestive title.
And Boston, the pure, the proper, the
chaste, the cultured, that kicked the
Bacchnate out of the Public Library;
Boston, that sits by its foggy bay and

hugs itself with righteous approval, a

pharisee of cities, Boston has been

known to tumble over itself to hear the

Ziegfeld indecencies. The poison which
has emanated originally in New York

has spread now throughout the country;
it is tolerated, sought for and applauded
in the best theatres. It is time to calt
a halt, cries out Mr Eaton. “Every time
a licentious play prospers while a worthy
drama is neglected next door, the path
is made much harder for the writer of

worthy drama, dramatic art is forced
down one step towards the mire.” To

quote further: “Perhaps you are a

little sceptical. Perhaps you are even a

trifle annoyed by the vehemence of all

this—this talk of ‘poison’ and ‘indec-
ency’ and lurking danger. You don’t

go to such shows. Your pleasant
suburb seems quite as pleasant as ever,
quite as moral. No, my dear sir or

madam, you don’t go to such shows.
But are you sure your son doesn’t? And.
be very sure that if your son would not
do such a thing, other people’s sons

may not be so well restrained. Is it not

‘poison’ to the adolescent mind when half-

naked women make suggestive gestures,
in the glare of the footlights, directly
in his fa'ce? Is it not ‘poison’ when he

listens to gross dialogue and indecent
songs spoken and sung that they may
be laughed at, when he hears one thou-
sand men and women around him laugh-
ing at this indecency, thus very justly
seeming to him to give it their sanction
and approval ? Is it not ‘poison’ when
scores and scores of children who, poor
things, are taken weekly to ‘refined’
vaudeville because onr stage provides no

more suitable entertainment for them,
are permitted to see naked women o» the

stage, are thus taught that modesty is

not, after all, a virtue? I 3 this not

preparing them in a few years for the
more ready acceptance in the ‘legitimate’
theatre of the doctrine, already prevalent
there, that chastity is not a virtue,
either? Is it not ‘poison’ when nightly
thousands of men and women gather in
this or that theatre solely for the pur-
pose (secret or avowed) of finding plea-
sure in appeals to their lowest in-

stincts ?”

Nothing More Certain.

Nothing is more certain,. Mr. Eaton

goes on to say, than that suggestion play*
a mighty part for good and evil. And
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