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WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH

The New Minisiry,

HE mneh-desired, long-siriven-for,
tonger-hoped-for fushion of the
Liberal  party in the Fegderal
Parliament has now been accom-

plizhed, and there i ao excusable air of
julnlatica all over that section of the
Houve of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, which represents the hopes and as-
pirations "of those electors who are
ncither in symwpatby with the revolu-
tionary priociptes of the Labour party
ror kindly disposed teward: ihe reae-
tionary tendencies of the remnants of
uld Conservatism,

The Labour party is a growing puw-
ei, For tweniy-ive years iw growth
has been steady asd continuoas, and to
depy the possibility of a continmation
of that progress would be crass foliy.
Mr. Picher's party, however, is a
great fighting party. It wante to
Giphi, and it will tight, and it has ths
means, and the men, and the money.
Eolsq?:lenliy there is a struggle before
¢ paTiy as etern As any thex have
ercountered, and the contest must be
warmly and earnestly waged if the pre-
Brol gloecesa rof to prove mereiy a
fia-h in the pan.

The weak point of the new (Govern-
ment, ae of every previvus Federal Gov-
ernment, = the exeeas of legal talent
anil the absenve of commercial experi-
ence. Trade has never received ade-
quate attention in the formation oi
Ministries. The first Cabinet of Cap-
teine was a very qualified  sunecess,
chiefty because it had only a texi-book
knowledze of eeoncmies and industrial
eenditions.

The new Ministry ie mot a gathering
of gianté. An armada is no alronger
than its alowest ship, nor is a (fovern-
ment stronger than ite weakest mem-
ber. Judged from this standpoint, it is
hetter than the Fisher Government,
the eerond Deakin Government, or the
Watson Government. But it is mof as
iinposing and effective a combination
as the BRarton Ministiry er the Reid-
M'Lean Ministry., Still it iz the best
the Parliament could produce in the
circumstances. Numerically it is the
largeat on record, and gossips are won-
dering how the salaries will work out.
The Constitution only preovides £12,000,
and there are nine men to share it, plus
the £400 a wear they receive as mem-
Yers. The Constitution aiso stipulatea
#hat there ehall onty be seven Ministers.
By implication also the Constifulion de-
mands that there shall be only reven
paid Mipisters. In point of [act, there
will be mine, for My, Deakin dmws the
highest salary as Prime Minister, and
the Viee-Precident of the FExecutive
Council alse shares in the £12.000.

Take them all. Premier Kidston, of
Queensland, is the only Labour leader
who has carried on contiauous Govern-
ment for any considerabie time, and he
has had to cut himself adrift from the
Caucus to achieve thia. The late Tom
Price’s party was crumnbling to pieces
long before his death. Harry Daglish,
the =olemn Westralian, soon smashed
up. and he also has forsaken the ma-
chine. Cris. Watson, the first Federal
Labour Prime Minister, i= abandoning
Parliament for pold dredging, and An-
drew Fisher is sitting glundy in Oppo-
sition. Altogether it ia mot & very
heartening record.

Defence.

At last
The popular

abia has ot dts

way.
v has bween hearl,

and

the Govertonent of the Commanwealli
has offered a ance to the Fwipire,
The populir tnwmule in favenr of a

Dreiwdioucht bas indeed died dowa, Bus
ot of rhat towultuous  enthu-iasm
there grew wne steadiast rmosalve—that
Australia ~honll =how the worldl and
the Xumpive that she wuas prepared to

any alternazive she pdeases. New Zea-
Tk, thanks to the churlishness of the
Labou: Pruee Simister, has led the wayv:
Iut at lwt Austrativ. # Landily, has
fallowiad i Ler fuotstops.

- Austialians are worryim alout
o the British Admiralty
i Comhonw i
sthening the positing of
itam A the Eisto A modest
tteaty fas been completed  with
Wy which the Admivalty becomes
donf Lanekane, an isbind with
iter hathour north of
thi= a naval bagre,

Matacea, w! TRV eI
of aitwl u; Adstratin Nut  the
Uindon =t re ntins open 1o assanlt frem

“Bons»

WITH HIS HANDS FULL,

General Tord Rebert:  reprets he' eunnoot visit Australin.  He 19

petting old, he <ays, and must devote
fullow Australia's example in traini

"Bebs: “Rorry I ean’t come, ;\lfrml: Lut
stubliorn young beggnr what you

stand side by side with the old land,
ready to shoulder her share of the
burden of Empire. XNew Zealand, at a
white heat of enthusiasm, offerel one
firstclass battleship. Australia, having
had time to think, has offered a Dread-
nought, or whatever else the Imperial
mavy may need.

Australia cap easily afford £2,000,000
for the Empire. ke js determined to
give help, and in ease England does not
need any more Dreadnoughts, she has
agked the Mother Country to namo

Lis streagth to indueing England to
np her boys to arms.)

I shall have euough to do toac
fellows already know,”

i thia

the coloured Asiatics in the Far East,
and’ &zainst this mepace Lhe only pro-
{ection i3 & mighty tieet, Imperial or
Australinn—or Loth,

Auwstralinn  naval defence s ia a
rather alariming state at present. Fomne-
thing has gone wroag with the machi-
nery of the flagship Powerful, awl she
may have to be taken Home to Englanild,
thus depriving them of their only gool
fighting ship.  For their 8600 miles of
coastiine they have only two =mall @an-
boats in Queensland, and one gunbozt

ita af-

L

in Xouth Australia, Licutenaat Burford,
an expert in these “natters, thus put
the pasition: Victoria has the Cerberua,
arrivid am 1871 junt of commission), and
turpedo hoats, about 20 years old;
New month Wat no defence vessels
of any Kind: tand, two runboats
amd two torgue all vver 20 yeara
ullbs sonth Xast unbuoat and one
rnall torpedo Boat, Lot over 2
olds Woesl Austradin and Tasman
The vichest, lusst:popnions contin
the norll fuis no olber sea protection
than the prestige of the Dritish navy?
At the wnne time, it is woing to comk
a mint of money o put thinge stratoht
The Powerinl will be only worth her
value as serap iron in five years' time,
while the Mhwiratty is now  offering
o battleahine whick enst £ 730,000 and
LTELNG yespestively only 20 yeavs ago,
for aule, hecanse they are little mors
than Houting eoilins under moderny com-
ditions,

® b &
The Evil of the Trust,

Anadditional respousibility has beem
throwa upon the Australion State Legis
Tawures by the decision of the Hiph
Courl in the anti-trust cases.  Rriefly
rut. the IHxh Court has deciled thak
the Comnonwealth Act can only ba
used amaingt trusts which extend boyond
the Thnits of any nne State.  The Poderal
Parliament was expressly deprived of all
rizat to inYerfere in the interpal aifairs
of tie States. It i3 only when a Stats
matter extends Leyvomd the State, and
affects the other partuers in the Felera-

tinn, tint the Commonwealth Dardis-
ment hus puwer to e, Al other
legislution is wltia v No maiter

hew riapdeious a trust may he, no matter
how detiantly and openly it may infcispe
the provisions of the Auti-lrust Aek,
it caniioft he deatt with wunder the Fuoderak
law =0 long as it is coptained within
one State. Al that is worst in the
trusts of Amirica can be transplanted
into Australia. 1 abuses of combises
may he mulliplind upon the Awmerian
example, hut providel that the trosts
rare tn confine themselves to one Siata
at a time, the Commonweahh canmot
intervenc.  They are amenahle only te
Rtate laws. aml so far no State jm
Australin has attempled to repulale or
Slppress combines, Tt §a troe that the
Federal Act gives {0 tle Compirobler
General of Custums an ahuost unlimited
right of inquisition, but the power to
A<k questions is of no value (if the
qurstioned partics are able to reply to
snit themselves, weil krowinz that the
only evidence which ean iwing them
within the scope of the Commnnweath
Iaw iz oo well Wilien feor the Connea-
wealth Government ever to diwover it

& & &

The Fall of Man,

T Mann'a portrait has been removed
frum the eonspicunons position it lomg
occupted o the Barrier Trades” T,
ant placed in an olzeures rorner out of
sight  fsass  "Punel”) Tow are  tha
mighty fallen.  “Mann,  proud  Mamw,
dresaed in g little brief autbority.” AR
ton brief. A fow weeks agn o popula-
tion's idol, Lo-day nome too poor to do
him reverence; amd his pretiy piviure
goes inta the dark eornet belind Lhe
coal senttle,

When Tve to pnor okl Adam threw
That famans crab, quite well

Twas known (he fall of man wos dws,
And Adam promptly fell

Yot that was hat a milil affair
In great Creatton’™s plan —

"Twas really at the Barrier there
Oceurred the fall of Mann!

Those wha have taken this medicine are amazed at its splendid healing power.

RCHITIS
CURE.

Suflerers from DBronchite, Cough, Croup,

Asthma, Difficutty of Breathing, Hoarseness, Pain cor Soreness in the Chest, experierce deliglitful and rapid relief; and to those
who are subject to Colds on the chest it is wnvaluable, as it elfects a complete cure. It is most comforting in allaying Irritation

n

the Throat and giving Strength to the Voice, and it neither allows a Cough nor Asthma to become chrenic, nor Consump-

tion to develop. Consumption 18 ot known where “Coughs ™ have, on their first apnearance, been properly treated with thip
medicine. No house should be without it, as, taken at the beginning, a duse or twu is generally suflicient, and a complete

ture Is certain,

Small Sixe, 2,8; Larga Size, 48 Said by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors, and by tha Proprietor, W. G. HEARNE,
*_ . Ghamist, Geelong, Victoria. Forwarded to any Address, when not obtainable locally,



