18

The Weekly CGraphic and New Zealand Mail for June 9,

Two Pictures

The Peril of the Slum—The Ecenemy
of Good Housing

(By CRARLES €. READE)

¥, backa of the Mersey presents

one of the most remerkable con-

trasts in Lumen kabitations

that exlats in the world to-day,

Nowhere ure tho dilferences of envirou-

ment, with gll its attendant influences

on wmankind, wore steikingly demonsirat-
ed. Hera are two ploiures.

Dovwn in the wa''ey, wedged W be-
tween dhe walls of preat factortes, are
rews and rows of three and four ptoried
housed, Dlackened with dirt and amoke,
and punctuated by endiess chimney pots
Airaggling desperately ebove the slated
rosds. Thers are naither pardens nor
yaris—anly houses, Luck to bock, gnzing
gloondly dinte marrow courtysrds, or
winding through cramped and erocked
strasts whers washing hangs night and
dayg—dral splashes of eclour that mock
tha dinginess. The ecowrts and streets
are filled with children and children's
volces revelling zouud {he ome tap that
?[':hnhwly supplica forty householders.

@ voies, sometimes. abrill, sometimes
busky, sound far into the might, for the
tall of plemp in the slum comea late,
Thara 13 neither sentiment mor joy ™
the scene. The night of poverty, the
sgualar of (Lo surronadings, transfix the
thoughts with other thiuge. But whers
are the parenta?! Down et the sireet
corner there la a low bulldlng con-
eplenons by fta tawdry lighta and the
wolces within, The state of the atmos-
phere 1s. showm by the moistura thet
Tutis dotvn the window pano, All sipns
arp within save for a seedy figure that
perapes outelds on a cracked and broken
hearted fiddle. You may go ln it you
chooss, It Is not wise to de sce, nokt that
the people within are no§ good-hearted
snd xilarious epough—keaven kmows. It
fy Just a queslion whether you cam
etwud the etmosphere, the hot thick at-
moaphere that nobedy inside seems to
mm But just a moment—there! The
swing doors open and a figure lurches
out on ta the pavement. Tho scene in-
nide I3 vialble for a few moments. Be-
ncath the dim and smoky lamps, men
bnd women—women with babies wrapt
in shawls and childeen clinging te their
draggled skirts—are packed against =
couater four or five deep. There is a
gliiter of bottles behind them. Muga of
foaming Weer are lifted oam high and
glaases ure landed bavk to those i rear.
The scene is charged with audimation,
Thers are shouta, Taughter aud snatches
of song, but thers is 8 note of over-
powering disorder, of human madnessin
that congested wass of wen and women
drinking—driuking lifz eud eoul to the
reslivg, swaying dark of atupor. That
W a picture of a Liverpoo! alum.

A woodland dell banked with Howers
winds fnlo one of tho daisticst of open
spaces. The [fulinge meems fo flont
ilxrough the traca in the sunlight. Om
nll sides at odd intervaly peering ioto
the depths of this sylvan Joveliness ave
homaes, quaint early Epplish  houses,
with piclureaque galble and lattice, red
tiles und panelied just as Shakespeare
knew the charming old town of Strat.
ford-on-Avon. lJul here wa are im a
modern villuge, bulll But & fuw wears,
taking all tha bout elements out of o
ploturesque past and applying  them
with the science of medern town pfan-
'niﬂg to the honre Leautiful. There are
chillren in white acd coloured pinoles
romping under the trees and o the Aun-
light. Fuch house rises out of a bed of
Howers. Nature anl architeeture go
hand fn kend, ant everywhere is a vista
of & gllmpse of beauty, Twelva o'clack
whistlea from a factory somewhere be-
yond the glade and presently tle trea
Iined road {a full of 1ecmn anl women,
vouths and girls. They troap by to
their homes mmdtine and tntking. Fvers-
hody ta elean and bright faced, There
13 n vitnlity In each atep thiat makes ita
pwn prace, Thay roam with tha hausea
thremgh parka anl gardens nnd radiank
tharoughfurea, Their villige 1 a Aream
of woalland splendour wherm ¥ife and
fabour move amil heanty anl cnatent-
mant. That §a n picture of Tart Sua.
I'ght, one of Fnzlind's moadel villngew
planncd by Mesars Lev~y PBroa. e

. the money inveated in the better health

opposite side of the Meraey a few miles
fromm Liverpool and the blatant reality
of ils sluma.

The Port Sunlight estate, comprising
some 200 meres, eonaiste of a series of
well planned factorisa docks, reilways,
and workera® dwellings, besides a largs
numbey of buildings deroted to the re-
ligious, edncational and soclal well be-
ing of its inhwbitants. Tt de laid out o
the best principles of modera town plan-
ning. Tha houaing econditiona are al-
moat ideal, Each Dbailding ia well
constructed, picturesque, well aitu-
ated and Yed at & rent thak
averages about dive  shillings =
week. In every cmis there is a garden
pateh with trees in fromt of the Lonse,
ard at the bark are extensive ailotment
gardens. It is the reslisation of the
back-to-the-land ery in England Water
f3 laid on and supplied free of charge.
Trition 1 given by a practicat gardemer,
and for flowers and vegetables grows in
the willage prizes ave awarded ansually
ny the horticultural shewwn organised by
the controllng firm. Im the village it-
gelf there I & theatrs, & publie Library,
technieal aud clementary sehoals, & les-
ture bali, a muoseum, boys' and girks'
tnetitutes, am employees’ provident mo-
ciety, scientific, Jiternry and mutual im-
provement aecleries, s telephione. system,
fire brigade, ambulanse society, bowling
and tennis greems, swimming latls,
football gronnds, vifte range, gyamasiumr,
hospital and church. Ta all thia there -
is to be seen nothing of the monormons
wand depressing rows of brick azd mortar,
the hard distreasing regularity of design
that Is 80 comman to a0 many Exgiish
and Colomial cites. Porsé Sanlight, im
fact, sets a sbandard above the moderm
suburban area e well a3 previding
healthy homes and refining influences in
the enmvironment of its fomr thonsand.
workers. The enferprise ia described by
Ar. Lever himacld ] “proy-
perity-sharing” -— the  best meams
he can find of sharing profits with
i work peopls, He bhas recently
stated that the firm gets a return from

and consequent Increased industriml effi
ciency of the workers. Mr. Lever in
thort %as given practical recogmicion of
ihe relatior of housing to indusiry,

In order to realise how far a private
firm cam, side by side with T1s commerefal
success, make enlightened provision for
itz workers, the mstitutions of Port Sun-
light ars well worth studying. The wil-
luge is mo Ttaptan profect any more
than the other model communities in
Englani like Tetchworth, Hompstend,
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Enlingl. Bouraeville, Leicester and Hull
are. It bs a commercial project designed
to pecurs and devalop Ptminntrhl s
ciency. Port Sunlight preves shat men
aud womew working eight howra a day
©Bl turn cut more and better work than
those lahouring ten or eleven hours ia
other concerns and living under poor
housing conditions. Prominent ameng
advantages enlaped s that of the Em-
pleyers’ Benefit Fund, which is pro-
vided entirely by the eompany. ‘Fa
every employee retiring after at least 20
years' pervice at the wpe of 63, and 60
i femmale, tv paid & yearly allowance.
The basis ia such that, if an employes 18
receiving 388, per week, he will on yetirs
ing after 40 years’ service receiva an
allowance of £a0 per year. Similar pro-
vislons ars made for those retiring
through ill-health or to the widow and
children of & decensed worker. A Hall
day Club is i operation By which a
fund is automatically ersated for work-
ers when the tinre for relaxation asrives,
Faithful gervioe s acknowledged by the
presentatiom of & gold wateh together
with @ lomg service badge. The Port
Sanlight erder of €omspicaous Merit I
awarded in cases of persomsl bravery.

CROUND PLAN

O we

- ers ko-d

“of pounds, shillings, and penes—at leasy

not regeng, That i3 what seems to
be En fhe future betweow labour and
copital. The prosperiiy-sharlng schems
as 18 works af present i3 no puarantes
tlhat the demand of I!nbour, for a full
shars fn" the wealth that Lt creates, is
Leing fulifled. But compared with whad
extsly foe the majority of British work.
ay, Port Sunlight 19 a gusrantes
that a considerable shara of its prospers
ity is going futo the healilr, the happis
ness and surroundings of ita workeras,
3t i3 the Lalf-way house to an abecluia
scheme of co-operation or co-partuership
between the labourer and the employor,
which seems to be a debatable alternativa
to Btate control, but 1t has yet to
davelope and be.given ical demone.
stration. Judging by the oppositlon of
the trade unions and labour genecxliy
to 8ir Christopher Furness” scheme of co-
partnership, that realisation is a long
way ofd. :
P —

THE PLNGUIN ISQUIRY.

We have. received from Mesara (‘m;h‘
erofk, Wilsan and Roberts, of Wellinge

PLANS OF A TWOSTORIED PARLOUR HOUSE AT PORT BENLLGHE
WHICH 18 LET ¢ THE TENANT AT 7/9 PER WEEK.

The male workers labour 4% hours and
tlis fernale 43 hours per week.
tram and train tickets are provided to
tivcse who come from n dlstance.
prizes are awarded ir the somp works

Free
Cashr

itaelf for the best smggestions for labour

saving devices and incrensed comfort of

ihe workers.

These are a few of the more imnterest-
ing and suggestive phaces of life at Port
Sunlight,
said to b2 very apprecviative, although
there mre times when & more restless
spirit than the mass is apt to rebel
agaimst whwt has  been termed

drzwback to the& schema is that many
of its advantages whivh {he workers

reeelve cnnnot be transdated inte terma

The epint of the workers ig

“the '
benevolent auwtoersey” of the fiirm. The -

ton, & copy of an illustrated pampblet,
price 1/, published by them, giving =
complete report of thd evidenca taken
at the Marine Court of Inquiry regard-
ing the loss of tha . steamer Pengimin,

The evidence haa Deen published Inr
this form on account of the great jm.
port attached to that part of the iam-
quiry telating to tides. and currents im
Cool Strait.

COULAM. —Informntionr wanted of the re-

. latives of JJOB COULAJML uative af
Wetherou, Lincolnsbire, fiud who eras
in Auckland ahoart 40 Fesrs axd, sk
alzg mt the ‘Thames dicgioes.  Sond
cticulars. o id. BN Y
Kiagavoy. Quewnsiaud,
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