44

A BEMINISCENCE OF BISHOF
SELWYN.

{By Mr P. E. CHEAL.)

Now that the ecntenary eelebrmtiuny
are being held in mewory of the nirst
Il,:hup of New Zealawd, we WAy joim with
hiw svwe of Lis vadjuters—some grand
oll men of Afty yedrs ayo—uen above all
the isms Iuyal to their Chureh, but more
1o3al Lo the Christlike spirit which gues
beyoud creeds oF dogmas. e of those
ehildlike spirits wa~ that of Archdvacon
Nrowuw, in the Tarapaki district. Night
end day. always minitering to '} kinds
of dvnumination-; uever a-king a man's
erecd, but his ueed; & man who in hiy
old age could ride in blinding riin along
busl tracks in a dark night, and tuwmble
iniv 4 deserted sawpit: but these things
never daunied him. as long a8 his help,
pueouniary or <piritnal, was needed. Thess
grand oll wen of the pasi were beloved
by ail hiods awd conditicu: of men, & Kind
of affairs which will never come to this
Dowtinion g gamn.

Boilh Brzhop Selwyn and Archdeacon
Brown were wu~culare Christians, and of
Bizhop ~elvwyn | heard o typival example
ef his mu r Christix which may
rot be zenemily known, In the old VWar-

katy daps we bad  some  firsy class
drivers of Cobb aud Co%s codceles, Carter,
Bradley, Jack ConueBi. counid handle tbe

riblons, amd could put a wii=ky into each
top bout as they sat on the box wn 2
fresty mutning, oot fergetting w put
one whisky in a hole below his mous-
tache, It waszs Jack who told the
Felwyn varn. He was travelling with a
puniber of soldiers in the coach, awd ke
grand oli bishop on tiw Lex. The wen,
aume of the, nere inebiiated and ywar-
rwisome. two espreially so. and they were
u=ing culphurens languaze from the bot-
fomlesa pic, te one anather. The Richop
was not afraid of man or devil, but he
olyevted tu the dervil’s Language. and in
his short. sharp 1vle of speech, when ua-

der strtony  ferling:  “Jdack! stop the
eonvh. 1geant, step lhose men from
quarrelling and swearing ip that furad
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ter Lilrary is 1o be built aa
1 par late Rev. J. Kinder,
sa former warden of *70fohn’y
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B¢ Kaet men ani coull deal with .hem,
L at-o that be Zad mneaelzs Lo lm-
prrtoomal the atyl :
gus vear beU20 Dir
for tie peaitic {
Cownlogr, 2 dieth -a then te Hit,
Proire it ope B p wurx, for
the Lgllopa hal heen closed for

e prevodu-iy. Hes conbecind Wilh the

College lasted for mive ¥ear= and during
that time many men passed under his
irflaenge. Eighieon of them were opdain-
), wnd ~ome of them are still working
in thix diveese. Sportly afier Lis ap-
poiniment to the wardenship, the degree
of D.D. was conferred on him by Law-
beth. Thore who had & close acguaint-
anve with Dr. Kinder koew his worth;
they saw him nui a3 a seli-seeker, but
23 a self-imparter, desirous and willing
at ail times to give whalever he had—
knowledge, advive, time—for their bene-
fit. No =tudent who ever worked under
bhim will ever forget him or the debé
they owe to him. A year before his
death, which took plaze in 1903, Dr.
Kinder, ever caring for the welfare of
the College. doneted to it M0 volumes,
clasateal and theologival works. It was
& nrost valuable gift, amd the oaly cou-
dition impused. aud & wise ane, was
that they =hould be honsed in a per-
maunene building of brick or stone. In
order to enable the College to avail itzelf
of the library, & movemeni was initiated
by the wen who bad known Dr. Kin-
der ia the past 83 master. o mi=e a fund
wherewicth 1o build a permaneng sirue-
tuze ifor the =afe housing of the boaks,
2: a wemorial to Dr “Kimler. ty be
cailed the Kimler Livrary. Their e¢fforia
met with great suceess. for from North
to South of the Dominion past stndents
of Dr. Kinder. and friend~ of the Col-
lege. glad to recogmize the debt they
oweill to him. and glad for the saka
of rhe College at reveiving such a hand-
some bearcia-tionr, seat donations o the
fund. A sum of over X500 is now in
the hamds of the St Johms College
As<oviation (which copsiats chiefly of
student=}. 10 hand over to the
ess to help build the Kinde:
The books =0 genervusly given

Library,
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will form the muclens of a splendid
library, and it jo hoped the College will
reveive further gifts of booke for the
benetit of the many eiudests who will
in the future obtain the benelt of edu-
catien aud training at ¥t Joho's College.

PRAISE OF FAMOUS MEN.

(Serntuom preached by the Rirht Rer.
M. R. XNcligap, DI, Bizshop of
Auckland. in ¥t. Paul's, Auckland,
at the Selwyn Uentenary Service
on April 29th, 190}

"Le¢t Uf Dow pralse famong: wen, and oar
fathers that Lbwgar us. The Lont hath
wmrought grest giory by thew through his
rower from the beginulpg.” - Ecvleslastl-
vus xlbv. 1.2

it is but a trui=m to say that no nation
can afford to forget its paet; but it is
a truism oft forgutten. There are two
main errors made in this connection:
one in the direction of excess, Lhe other
in that of defect. That great Hebrew
nation whence sprang Him who is and
was and ever shall be “The Light of the
world” made bhoth mistakes. We may
do the same, The Hebrew tremsured his
past. but it was as a dead thing apart
frow his present. “We have Abralam for
our fatber,”™ wn hiz creeds ami, blinded
by the thick wmists of unreliable tradi-
tien gathered round that crewl, he was
unable to interpret his present or guide
his future by the light of his past. For
it is tree, as Lord Morley, that eminent
man of letters, haa told us: The value of
the stady of history Fies in the fact
thot thereby ir acquired a guide for the
future beeanse an interpreter of the
present. We may make the same mis-
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take! We sometimes do. Agaim, the
Hebrew forget the past in hls haste 9
be rivh in his commercial undertakingd

‘e often do the same. We are
imensely bury—ns we eall it—in ‘bz-i:;
priciical, ro much concerned in ki,
mouey, zo feverichly commercial, tha
we are iuvlined to believe that the one
thing we can aflord to forget is tha
past. and the one thing we cannot aford
to forpet is the prﬁsrnt. But  1He
nativial or individual, cannot be separ-
ated olf into comipartwients. The present
is the outrome of the past, the fulure
lies in the womb of the present. The
temptation to try aml forget the part s
prealiarly real to ug who are engaged iw
the thrillingly romantic task of making
the youny nalioms. We are invlined to
think that the past was so mistaken,
s0 ol -fazhionad, R0 ont of date, thak
it can teash nothing todar. We gre
inclined to way: *1 am wleer than the
aped.” while leaving out the rest of the
Pralmist’s worde. With = visiom un-
dimmed by hoary-headed and venernbla
tradition, we are inclined to think and
believe that the present is the all-
important.

Then there breaks inm on our nationak
and ecclesiastical angd individual life the
conuncmgration of the birth 100 years
age of a famous man, and we are called
upen to praise him and “our fathers
that bemat u§” and to assert that
Iluou-rh them our good 4od hath
“rnnght mreat glore™

Let us try to get hold of some lhouﬂhll
that may help our national life, becausa
helping our religious life, from this een-
tenary year—the first. if | mistake nob,
thut as a nation we have been privie
lroel ta obserse. §t will be mare pro-
fitable for ns tea emphasice prineiples
than to dwell on details; for Lthe Selwyn
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