
phautly back the first five Melanesian

scholars. Here, too, Patteson at first

lived, on his arrival from England, and

here for some time he spent his loving
care upon his dark-skinned pupils. In the

new Patteson Memorial wing, men pre-

paring for posts in the Melanesian Mis-

sion are to have a prior claim to be taken

in, and here will be housed the fine collec-

tion of books bequeathed to the college
by Dr. Kinder, a former warden.

Church Constitution,

It is to Bishop Selwyn that we owe

the Constitution of the Church of the

Province of New Zealand. At his invita-

tion a conference of the twd bishops.

Who is, as far as we are able to ascer-

tain. the last of the band of students
who studied at St. John’s College under

Bishop Selwyn, and were ordained by
him. Some interesting reminiscences by

Canon Gould appear in this issue.

Harper of Christchurch and himself, eight
clergy and seven representative laity, was

held in Auckland during the month of

June, 1857, and when they separated
there was unanimous agreement on the

principle that the Church in the colony
should be governed by a General Synod,
consisting of bishops, clergy and laity, and

by diocesan synods composed of the same

three orders. Certain fundamental pro-
visions placed the Prayer Book itself out-

side the power of the General Synod, and

bound the New Zealand Church to make

no changes in the rubrics unless they
should at first have been authorised by
Crown and Convocation in England. This

constitution lias been largely eopiecl by
other branches of the Anglican Common

ion.

His Last Days.

In 1867 Bishop Selwyn visited England
to attend the Lambeth Conference, and
whilst there he was very reluctantly in-

duced to accept the See of Lichfield, ren-

dered vacant by the death of Dr. Lons-

dale. He had twice refused to accept the

position, and it was only when the Queen
said to him: "Dr. Selwyn, I want you
to take the See of Lichfield,” that he

consented. Here he put new energy into
the hearts of the workers and
the dioeese generally, besides making
Lichfield a centre of missionary activity.
But his heart was with his first dioeese.

In his last illness, amid the wanderings
caused by bodily weakness, his thoughts
were with the distant islands, for which

he had done so much. At one time he

would exclaim with kindling eye: “A

light to lighten the Gentiles,” at another

he would murmur,
“ They will all come

back,” referring to the Maoris who had

apostasised during the war, and then in

the soft Maori language, which for more

than a quarter of a century was familiar

to him as his mother tongue, lie would

say, "It is all light.” He died April 11.

IS7S. and lies buried in the churchyard
of Lichfield Cathedral. For his noble ex-

ample, for his strenuous labours, for his
wise statesmanship, for his missionary
zeal. New Zealand should never cease to

thank God and to bless the memory of

George Augustus Selwyn.

BISHOP PATTESON.

MARTYR BISHOP OF MELANESIA,

Childhood.
John Coleridge Patteson was born at

Gower-street, Bedford-square, on April
1. 1827. His father. Sir John Patteson.

was a distinguished judge, having been
raised to the Bench at the unusually
early age of 40. His mother was the

daughter of Colonel Coleridge, of Ottery
St. Mary. Devon, and a niece of the fam-

ous poet, Samuel Taylor Coleridge. The

boy’s first school was at Ottery St. Alary,
of which his great-grandfather and great-
uncle had both been head-masters, and

from there he went to Eton. At Eton he

became distinguished as a cricketer, and
it is said that the famous professional.
Lillywhite, considered him the finest

player for his age that he had ever seen.

His fine batting won the mated, for Eton

in the Eton and Harrow match of 1844.

as he not only scored 50 runs, but by his

steady play he completely broke the back

of the bowling. A characteristic story
is told of his school days, showing how

firm he was even as a boy in resisting
what he felt to be wrong. It was the

custom for the cricket eleven and the

boating eight to dine together once a year

at an inn in Slough, and. of course, they

sang songs on the* occasion. Unfortunate-

ly. however, they were not always careful

what they sang, so that Patteson. who as

a member of the eleven was present at the*
dinner that year, gave* out beforehand

that he would not stanel it if they sang

anything improper. In spite* of this,

when the* time* came*, one of the* boys be-

gan to sing an objectionable* song. “If

this does not stop. I shall leave the room.”
calleel out Patterson, but it did not stop,
so he* and a few others got up and went

away. He said that unless an apology
was made he would not play for the

school again, so an apology was sent, and

Patteson continued to do good service* in

the eleven until he left Eton for Oxford.

English Curacy.
Patteson entereel at Bullied in 1845 at

a time* when under the mastership of Dr.

Jenkyns. the college was attaining pre-
eminence* for success in the* schools and
for the high standard required of its
members, who were* said to have formeel
the most delightful society, the* verv

focus of the most stimulating life* of the*

University. He was offered a place in
the* University Eleven, but declined,
though not without a struggle, on tin*
ground that it woulel interfere* with his

reading. At this time he* tra veileel a

good deal, and one summer, which he

spent at Dresden, he* devoted to the* study
of Hebrew. Arabic and German. He had
a natural aptitude* for languages, which
stooel him in good stead when later on in
life In* set himself to reduce to writing
and grammar 16 different languages
which had before* been merely spoken. In
the summer of 1852 Patteson was elected
a Fellow of Merton, and he moved into
rooms there. He hail, however, no in
tent ion of permanently residing at Ox-

ford. and he* left then* the following year
to take* a curacy at Alfington. near to

his own home* at Feniton. in Devonshire,
and it was in 1854. when Bishop Selwyn
was visiting England, that he* decided to

join the Bishop and devote* himself to

missionary work.

Sails for New Zealand.

He saileel from England in the Duke
of Portland at the end of March. 1855.
never again to re visit it. The first year
of bis life abroad was rather living to

him. His special work was to be the

teaching of boys from the Melanesian
Islands: but there was so much work

awaiting Bishop Selwyn on hi> return

from England that a year passed before

he had lime* to visit them, and eluring
this period Patteson’s main work lay in

acting as a sort of chief stew are! on the*

Southern Cross, and weighing out the
meat and other stores on boarel the
vessel. But he did this work conscienti-

ously and well, as In* did everything else,
mid did not consider it beneath him. As

a Maori said one day : “(lent lemaa gent lo-

nian thinks nothing that ought to be done*

at all too mean for him. Pig gentleman
never works.” Bishop Selwyn always
liked, if he could, to start for a mission

ary voyage on Ascension Day. so that our

Lord’s command. “Go ye into all the*

It was built from des gns furnished by one of the students (Mr. Thatcher),
afterwards the first vicar of St. Matthew’s. Auckland, and was opened in

1847. Although the exterior is plain, the interior is unique in the Dominion,
and most devotional. In this tiny sanctuary—it will seat only about 70 per-
sons—you find the “dim religious light" associated with the venerable cathedrals
of the Old Country, all the windows being of stained glass. On these, or

on mural tablets, many names of tin* past are inscribed. Here, indeed, are focus
seel the rich historical associations of the* College. Here are commemorated,

notably, the distinguished founder and his lay coadjutor in so many undertakings.
Sir William Martin: among other benefactors of the College. Thomas Whytehead.
Archdeacon Brown, Edward Meyrick. Henry William Appleyard: also Alfred
Marsh Brown and Maria Blackett, in whose memory valuable scholarships were

founded: Bishop Patteson. and those* who. like* him. laid down their lives in

Melanesia: William Nihill (who died at Neugone. 1855). Joseph Atkin. and

Stephen Taroaniara : ami of recent years, John Kinder. I).I).. Master of the College*
from 1871 to 1880.

CANON FRANK GOULD,

THE CHURCH AT TE AWAMUTU, ONE OF THE OLDEST IN THE DOMINION.

It witnessed the tragic events of the Maori War, and during those troublous

times the Bishop often used to preach in it.

THE CHAPEL, ST JOHN’S COLLEGE, TAMAKI, AUCKLAND.
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