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WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH

Leave Laurhs at Parenta

MAN mamed  Gamble, up
Uputapot, NSW.
angry when the niil left j=ays
“Metbourne I'nnch
i & nidower. He hus o line farm and
& Landsume Jdaughter, We gatber that
quile & number of promicing young agri-
prlturrts qa the vicinity wanted the Gne
Haughter—whose name, by the way, is
Ronaiv - but Gamble hid other views for
her, and stailed them off. tiambie’s me-
fhode were very severe, and had nog his
Haughter's sanctlion, a3 they tended to
muake her unpepular with the vouih of
ihe district, and no nice giel likez 1a he-
come unpopuiar. We trice in Gamble's
prosmanune of resistance all the familiar
methods of the reluctant parent in the
eomic papers. e bought twe herrid
Bogs, he kept a gun, he shod himself
“writh hard, heavy haots. and he had a
hoze attached to the large iron tank,
and would turn a sream on any aspiring
suitor who waald nor be dislodged by
the dog the mun, and bootz. The mast
persistert of Miss Gamble’s almirers was
a young man named Himmy Beach, s sur-
weyor, ahd a tine sample of the Austra-
dian geads we are raizing nowadizs, He
wdetied Gamble’s dog. he ccoffed at his
Fun, he evided the retriliugive bincher,
and soldered up the tap of the big irom
Aank.  Rut Gawble'is a fieres, hard man,
end foushi Jimmie off, taoth and nail
#each put it about Uputapot that he
wrcubd have Apnie in spite of her father
and all her relatives. and in defiance of
all the Gamble dugs and usensits of war,
mnd Miks Aanie :eemed to think the
belter of bim on account of his persis-
tence, Tn Australia, when it comes 1o
settline on a huztand. pirl children do
not Tespect the epiniona of their parencs
Flowever, Gamble kept Beach away from
ki3 zirl, or hiz girl away from Beael,
mhich is the «ame thing. Then came a
wite from Sydnev. callimg Gumble to
%he capital on most urgent business.
Gamble hastened to Sydoes and found
Tt there was 1o urgent business. and
ghat the wire wa: a wrerched fake.  Full
of forebodings. he 1wk train hack to
Upataper neat merning, aad was con-
munied with rage sand Jdread through a
accarizore seven hours’ ride. He found
his hou-o in poseession of a rejoicing
vrowd. There bzd leen a swagprer meal
and grear merzy-omaki Gamble raged
through the acembled puests. elamour-
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no mean musivian, and vtged by Pianist
Laurenve Godirey tmith, ahe attacked 8
dungrrons, briﬂlling voneerto in its lair
in a private drawmg-room, and though
the animal was mew in her she won
out brithantly. At the three Crossley
roncerts, the male Mate used to write
in a notebook with great velociey dur-
ing intervals and some of the encores,
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The Gastromome. i .

A AMelbourme  correzpondent  thus
WAXES TeMinternt:- Something cocnrred
the other day to remind me of a clever
“fake™ that Mareus Clark once wrole
for ithe “Herald™ here. This was headed
“Thé¢ Gastronome,” and purported to
give partivulars of the latest and most
wonderful scientific invention, An elecs
tric Battery, it was deseribed. wes fized
in the editors room. (me wire attached
to this lad to the editor’s table, and an-
other tn the Kitrhen at Menzic's Hotel
The chef had eversthing ready. and at
a given sigmal placed his wire end ir &
2OMp  enlree,  roasi. sweet. The
editor plared his end of the wire on his
tongue, and was at once able to enjoy
the fAaveur, and ta aceurately disetim-
izate beiween the viands. Ta Melhourne
the “sckentitic article™ was accepted as
a clever fake. You can imagine the
astonishment that was created many
momths afterwards on an Trglish paper
being fouml to contain a transfation of
a report of A meeting of scientists held

or

made a feeble pretemce of sobricty. Ile
was sulemn, amd stopped in his wander-
inge every now and then to rebuke other
anta for whistlhng. Another ant was
hilarious, He brandished s small stick
in his tentacles, sud said he had a bro-
ther who was a priest. Judkins was
there, and kept Tunning in- and ocut of
the drunks, and amelling in all the gut-
tere He was organising » gruup of
Wesleyan ants into “spoiters”™ in front
of a piece of bread thai had been roaked
in beer. when my. dissolute companion
pitked him up on 'a twig and dropped
him into the beer, Ha came out very
¢hastened, and took about 40 stepa
(ihat is giving him 10 legs, which may
be more or le=s}, and then he dronped
dead. A big Cornish apt (still sober, as
he had .juzt come out of the mioe)
picked up the deceased nnd carted him
home. Whether it was for pure charity
or for the beer smell neither “Polstan”
nor I could decide. This yarn may look
tall, but it is all true, except that I
can't be cerlaim of the name of Judkina.
Neither of us thought of asking until
it was oo late.
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Popularity of Nellis Stewart

The queue svstem wa: nsed in con-
nection with “the early doorites”™ for
the first night of the XNeilie Stewart
ceazon at the Princess’s Theatre, =ays
Aelbourne  “Argus™  Iv was wanted,
ton, for (he mest enthusiastie of her
admirers were already in waiting be-
fore 12 ovlock. and at that hour thers
were a score or more of gallery girls
seated on the asphalt footpath of Ldttle
Rourke-sireet, nibbling at a frugal lunch
of pastryr and sandwichea, and looking
forward gaily to ap eijghi-hour shift on
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~iet’s Bust his Windew: Father will Pax™”

in Vienna. The ‘{iastronome™ artiwle
bhad been brunght under the nntice of
the prave and revereml zignors there as-
rembled, and they Diad expres<ed won-

der that such a maivellou= iavention
should have emanated from such &
young amd far-away place as Aus-
iralia.
e @ !
Alcohol Among the Amnts. -
“Omloa™ writea in  the “Bulletina™:—

“Polstan™ and I, whilst on a shooting
expedition, emptied the few drops of
Australian Lerr that we could epare in
the meishbourksod of m reziment of ants
that had come to clear up siter our
lunch.  About cne-teoth of a serond
rerved ta make tlhat swarm the most
deplorable drunken commurily I ever
saw. Tho first to fall wa3 a hiz, raw-
Loaed chap—a Scotsuian, I think, He

the steps. At 4 o'clock there were well
over 3w fhere, and aftermnom tea, pro-
vided for them by a considerate man-
amment. was uch appreciated. 1t
waz & strange sight to see the cily
streets tnrned fur the noace into a pic-
ni¢ pround. and the clatter of teacups,
blended with the cheerful woicrs of the
tez drmkers, atirzctrd a curious and
envions erowd of onlockers. Those who
spent the afternoon in this way Qemon-
strated their gratitude by faking up =
subscription there and then for & bon-
gqnet, which was lowered down from the
gallery by a chord when Miss Etewart
made her first entrance, and was hand-
e] up to her amid wmuch enthoasiasm
More than that, the whole of the ocen-
panta of the gallery, soma of whom had
been in the precincfa of the theatre for
nearly twelva hours, ateod in their
paces (or oa them) at the eonclusion
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of the performance, and gave forth ene
coniinuous roar of cheers and coo con
until Missa Stewart. who had already
bowed her ackmowledgmenta many
ilimes, et her dressing rvom and came
before the curiain tuce more.
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Eix Menths' Roward,

That was a mive little game Charlie
Rufin and Willie Watt were up to on
ihe Adeiarde line at Millbrook, near Bal-
larat, the oihwr day, These two bright
lads, aged 13, brilt a siumiding-block of
sleepers on the line to lar the express,
with the olject of making money by
faking a splendid rescue.  Willie was o

zush along the line whiding =
rigoal  and whooping  deliriousiy.
Then, when the train pulled up
in the miwk of time. the grate-

ful passengera wouhd fiml Charlie work-
ing aebly by the pile. huriing the eleep-
ers off the line. ln the excess of their
admiration and thapkfulness, they would
immediately take up a coliection for
Willie and Charlie. and all would be
well. Unfortunately. a wreiched iine-
repairer spoiled the little schewe. Willie
and Charlie narrowly excaped getting the
Royal Humane Society’s medal, but they
did mot go wholly anrewarded—ihey got
six months. . .
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A Pyrrhic Victory.

The Broken Hill miners have won in
{heir battle aguingt the Rroken Hili Yro-
prietary Company, bat it is doubtiul if
they hiave profited auyebing by ghe vie-
tory {aays a Mvlbourne writer). There
never kas Dbeem a  strike in Awstralia
where the men have been so utterly
foolish in the course of action they fol-
lowed. Yor three months the Proprietary
mine has lin idle. For three months
the miners have done no wark, lnt have
dragged out an exi:tence om sirtike pay.
In ecther wonds, they have lived on the
charity of 1heir fellow-workers all over
the Commonweaith. And it ha2 all been
unnecessarily. They could have won
their case exactly as they have wom ity
and they could have been in fnll work
all these months that ther have beem
living on c¢harity. The Proprietary Com-
pany oflered in the beginning to pay
inte A trust fund the difference between
the oid rate of wages and the new lower
rate which they intemded to pay. Then
the matier could be thrashed out in the
Arbitration Conrt and the High Ceurt,
and if ihe men won the accumniated
wageas m the trust fand wounld be paid
over to them. It was ano unuwsually
favourable offer for the men. but they
rejected 1t. It is not hard to discover
the reazons for this. All over the Com-
monwealrh indnstrial disputes are crop-
ping up. These dizpnres are suecessiul

or unsaeeessful aceording to the wisdom -

or foolishness of their leaders. Where
the union leaders are level-headed mea
the unions win. Where ihe teaders are
fools, who mt Labour arro-
FARGC $IN SWAS ministration of
justice, the unions fose. - In Broken Hil
1he mnions lave won nommally, but ia
reality they have lost, and loet heavily.
What does it prosft them {o have won
their case m the Courts—to have ob-
fained a decksion in favour of higher
wiges—when, through their own foolish-
ness, only 4 smalf proportion of the men
Trecive these wames, and the others must
continne to exist on charty, as they

.

have done? Their leaders were the last -

men in ile world who should have heen
allowed to handle a bLig etrike. They
were not- Labour men. They were revo-
Tutionaries. Fyen if they thought lon-
estly that ther were advising in the
interests of ihe men. their f[anatical
ideas prevented them from reasoning on
foum] lines. Revolurion i3 their one
thought always, They profess to believe
that they can ohiain by the bludgeon
far more than tler can zet by negotia-
tion aml compromise. That they .ra
wrong has beeu exemplified again. Tha
whele business should be a  slinging
Yesson fo the Labour unions of Ausiralia
1t shnull show them omce and for all
that the most suceessful warfare is made
with the weapons of peace.

Angry conductor rwith hand oa ths
bell-rope): Youll pay your fare or get
off

Tramp: ESfatisHes show that It costa
five doHars in wear and t~ar an' steam
te stop a tmin Now, if you reb th'
stockholders of this ‘ere road of five
dollars, jest ter gralify y'r seifish apite,
LT report ye to th' president™



