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The Club Smoking ‘Room

By HAVANA.

Paxsens and Palities,
WAS mowk amwsed” begru  the
wyuiv, “to notice Alr Fixhers dia-
iribe sgainst the Dreshyterian
Churchk.  The maia mdictment
seemn to be that the churches in Gen-
eral have nol Jefl the Word of God to
errve tables. e hu- apparenily never
read the Actz of the Apostles, or he
woulll have Juown that the Apostles
thrmreclves conzidered that the serving
of tablen formed mo part of their work.
e s blaming the churches for following
the teaclhing taid down in the Bible. Im
Hden time people ehjected to the elerpy
interferhug im politics; nowadave ihey
object becaure the clergy are mot pol-
olden time people objected to the clergy
hars taken mo part in warious politieal
movenients, aud bhave mof actively rup-
ported My Fisher's own party, Mr Beid
would praubably ohject to them becanse
they had not declared themaclves in fav-
oor of his ficcal policy, and Mr Massey
might say that they held hereticar
apinions on land temure. If we follow
Mr Fisher's lexd we mizht each upbraid
the Clorches for pot following our own
pet political {ad. The old idea was that
wen went to church to worskip God, the
modern Wea seems to be (hat we ahould
®o to church to wor<hip the Pederal
Labonr Ministrs.”

A Materialistie Age.

*it is curions,” commented the ALP.
“haw mich we bend to worship the ma-
torial and how little importance we at-
tach to the spiritual. The fauli of many
ehur-hes s that ther attach too much
fuiportance io political movements. They
are subscriling to the modern heresy
that yon can make men samnts by Act of
of Pasltament. As 3 matier of fact, log-
istulion can do very little, and what Li-
ik it can do is based ou the fact that
prlile opiniea is beind our laws. And
why Is public epinion behind thenr. 1
mainlain it is beczuse the churclies have
roosed the Christian conscience of  the
matior. We are what we are by rea-
#un of vur nincteen cenluries of religious
teaching, and onr laws would he useless
without that. We live in an age when
It is the fashion to worship the working-
man, we make him oar idol and expect
the prophwts of God to bow the knee
tu ocur modera Baal. It will be an evil
day when ihe churches pegiect ibeir
high spiritual mission to become medi-
einc men to Lhis latier day fetish.

Tte Socialist’s Reply.

“Not at all,” answered the Souislist,
*Fhe firet duty ol the churcheg shouid be
to protect the poor sgainet the rich. They
sbould devote themselves to secing that
proper hoites are provided for our work-
¢r+. to denouneing all systems of truste,
eutrniere anil combinea that trmd o dizas-
trousls to raise the price ot food for our
tollivg ndllions  We want every pulpit
to ring with anathemas agaiu-t our pre-
v=tem of lazd tenuee, which per-
R fen to ownm thousamnds of scres
wiuirt others Lave nol a patch of ground
1w ca’l their onm. The weiking man
wowid po e chuich if ke would lear
W bole-bearted denunciations of the rich,
Put uf wlhat use to hinr are tir-ome ex-
pemition= of what preachere eatl the plan
ratien. The plan ol salvation W
wauis tu lear atodt is some plan tlat
will give Vag slorler Rours, btter foud,
Lotler ¢lutlies, » beiter homse to Lve im,
sometling, in short, that will take money
from ihe grredy and selfish rich and ghve
R o tie 2eenving poor. The moderm

Lo

clergy dont follow (he upomtics. The
apmiles didut wear toplals and frock
coats like aome of those who lmmtnh
$heir sucoeseors,”

Beltas and Braces.

“XNeither,” suavily remarked the cynie,
“did the apostles wear belta or braces,
&nd if we followed their example in this
respect we would not bave more time to
support labour legislation; we would
have less. The bulk of eur energies
would be devoted to supperting other
thinga ¢f more inunediate consequence io
ourselves, 1f we are to have chuvches
where the working man can iisten to de
nunciations of the rich, why mot also
have churches where the rich can listen
to denunciations of the working mant
The middle .classes could attend each
church ie turn, and feel a grateful glow
in reflecting that they Lelonged to neither
class, and therefore had a monopely of
all the virtues. - TWe could have & new
nowenclature for all the various sects.
Instead of Methodists and Baptista we
could have the single tax church and the
freetrade church, The Bible conld be re-
written to suit different political parties,
znd doubtless the prayer book could be
suitably revized. Personally, I eansider
that Mr Fisher has paid the liglest pos-

against this unjust state of things;: we
want them te ald & movement that

serka to abolish mim aud muffeging from
the earth, Buarely that Is part of their
nirsion. But they stand aloof, they
are afruid to identify themselves with
us, and s0 we alse etand aloof froms
them, We are pecking (@ upseh Lhe
established order of things, {o sweep
away in one eck all the old, wicked
systemn of prirmte guln and ecomsenment
oppression, and to establizh In it stead
& system of equal righta agd equal weallh
for al). When iha goklien age we are
working for arrives, we mball ook back
with wondering and pitiful eyes en the
dark agea of capital and private pro-
perty. Tae churchen ptaml for the
srtablished order of things, and ap such
we eondemn them and seek to overithrow
them.”

What Is Christlanity 7

“The duty of ihe Church,” =aid the
padre,. “is to preach Christianity, not
the political fad of the moment. We
are concerned with the only real reform
—the reform of the heart. I men are
kind snd considerate and humane in
themselves, that is something gained for
all time. I we try and wake men kind
and considerate and hrman by legisla-
tive emactmente, we shall fail, and fail
niiserablr. It ie said that you cam drive
a cozch and four through any Act of
Parliament, but ¥ou van't drive any
coach through the dietates of the Chris-
tian beart, Men go to church io wor-
ehip God, and to give im thanks, and
to pray to Him. If they go to church
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A SQ0NG OF EMFIRE

I"’ - -—-— . T

The sirauge dlmppearsure gf the welle
known poef, My, John Daiileon, gives o
peculiar imterest {p the last pocm res
eslved by his publisher, Mr. Gran¥
Richanls, from him. It is entirely diffex
ent to anything Mr. Davideon ban dong
bafore, and will, 3¢ doubt, appeal to o
far greater eirely tham the worky b
which rest Johm Buvidsen’s claim tg lide-
Tary heacurs, . ‘

It iy published at & partienlary sppro-
pristes moment — just when New Zes-
land’s generaus gift of Dreaduoughts to
1he Mpotherland, and Anstrslia™ offer of
slmiliar ald s the chief theme of camver-
sation in the Old Country, when a really
Imperial spivit pervades the land, and
ihe world without is recciving the most
convincing prosis of the solidarity of m
British }:bnp]re

By permission of the puilisher I am
able to give Mr. Davidson's » Song of the
Emplre"’ in full. 1t was wiittea, Mr.
Richards tells me sbeut & month ago, and
in & eovering lelier tha anthor said of ik
* I considered that it i to be sung, and
should thexefore be simple and Gold™

L .

:l‘he character and sirencid of N,
Who conguoer tverywhers;
We sing the Knglsh of 1t thus,
And M4 the world beware;
We bid the world beware, R
The perfect heart amd will,
- Thal dare the Uimest mtu wey da.u.
And follow freedom =till
fea-room, 1and-room, ours m¥ masters, snw,
Hapd in hand with I-sahl: aud Brat unnl‘
the Fowers!
Onr huasted Ocean Emglte, sirs, we boast
of 1t mgmin,
Our Monarch and oor Rulers,

asd sur
Wamen anidl our Men) .

Veary Hoestess (thankfol to get rid ab laet of complacent borej = ™Well good-night,

us again. wont’ yout”
Complavent Bore: ~Delighted!

sille tribute to the churches. It shows
shat in the opinion of ¢ne of gur forewost
pulitical leaders the churches have been
true to their miseion -of preaching the
go=pel, and lave refuxed ta be turned
aside Ly the -irem songs of modern Ja-
Lour leaders.

The Dnty of the Chuxchen,

“All the same” Teplied the previous
epeaker, it is clearly the duly of the
ciurcaes to rpeak with ny uncerizin
Avice 03 Buch subjects ay sceial oppres-
sion and Injretics. We belleve that all
el comes from private property, Theft,
murder, cruelty all arire from the lust
of gain. Thousands starve that thg
few ey revel lu luzury, Women aand
children toil fn factorice for a mere
pittan~e that the espitalist may inerease
hls already lmmense hoard. We want
the churches to kelp ua is our crussde

CLINCHING IT.

Mhat evesing shall we eay i

only in tke expertaticn of hearing fiery
denunciutions of this or Lhat cajeling
Institution, they had better stop away.
What spiritnal gain ik there in a political
tirade! Mr. Fizher has, Indeed, though
yuite unwitlingiy, paid us the Lighest
complinent that any men eould pay. I
rejofce to think that In the opinion of
60 eminent & judge we Lave not bowed
cuareelver down in the templs ¢f Rimmon.
But we Dhave been to Llzwne. TWe have
obscured the idea of worship and laid too
much tiress on preaching and parish
esrganisation.  We have coyuctted with
political movements, and made men
think that we wanred peopls to go to
church for our own eakem 1 man
peglects publie worship, the lose ia solely
his owe I would sconer sie svery
tmpty than feel 1 had flled & church
10 overflowing by aubstituiing the wor-
ship of man and the law of man for the
worship of God and the law of God™

if yeu wiret po. Conw und we

—*“Landon - Opinion.”

. T
The philare of our Kipire stang
In wuforgutten graves;
We bofd demdniobs on the land,
Aml greatnesa on the waver:
Our Lwpire gu the waves, A
Extablitlied firm snd sure,
And fonuded derp In orcac's ciyew,
‘While bopour sball endure.
Rea-room, land-room, huliourally o
Haud in Inm:l with du:.w oud Aret aweng
1he Powern?
Qur hoasted Ocecn Empire, sirs, we 'bqaut
&t it agaim,
Our elent I:eles, our Lacds gfay, and lll
loyal Men

L3

111
Our flag, on every wlod unfuried,
Proclzims from ses to Nem
A fuilmre #nd a nobler world, :
Where wen and theoghis nr. fl'ﬂl
Our mea, our fhe h‘m are Ires)
Outr wers are wagsd £Jcg; _‘;
We etand in srmum fnr bt , RS
Til bondw and homdoge cemre, 'Y -
Bes-rogm_ iRpd-room, ours, Abpoeisted ewrw,
anmnzmm;mmmm.
the Powersl
Our Dboasted Oee-n Foverefguty, sgate -l

Fot w
Cur que&, and ous Cnndu u‘
_Arpouruiesis akd Mew - -q




