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Sports and Pastimes.

=]

FOOTBALTI.

RUGHRY,

HE chawpionship mslches under

the auspices of ths Awcklaad

Ruzby Union were continued on

Saturday afternoon. Among the
senjors, City beat Newton by 23 pointa
to mil, Univernity heat Parneil by 6 to
nil, and Ponsonby defeatled North Shore
by 23 to mil. Necond grade resulta were:
FPamell beat University by 23 to ail;
only one spell was played.

Newton beat (ity iy & points to 3.
Ponsoaby beat Crafion hy 16 to 12, after
an exciting game. Mariat Drothers de-
feated North Khore by 1L paints to mil.

ASSOCIATION,

The Auckiand Awssociation games,
which were continned on Haturday, re-
sulted: Sentora—Corinthians I, v. Pon-
sonby nil; YAMOCA, 2, v. W.YML 1;
North Shors 3.v.(aledonians 8. Second
gade—{iordon 3. v. Covinthinas 0g
North Shore 4, v. W.X.ML L.

AUSTRALIAN GAMF,

Playing at Auvckiand on Raturday un-
der the Australian rules, Newton 23
points, beat Mt Roskill 2t points; and
Imporial made a draw of it with Edea
{(3C poinks each}, aiter » very ineresting
game.

LACROSSE,

The first round of the championship
matches under the auspices of Lthe Aunck-
iand Eacroass Asaociation Dbegan pa
Baturday last. Auckiand beat Ponsonby
by 1L goals to 4; and Weat End defeated
Grafion & to 3.

HOCKEY.

" The lwnckiand Hocker Anwsociation’s
Cup matches were conticned on Satur-
day. Tha reauits wora: Auckiand B, v.
Grafton 3; Collegn Rifles drew with
Y.MOA, one goal ench;: University T,
w. Popaonlby 1; United 7, v. North Shoca
mil

CRICKET.

THE AUSTRALIAN xt. ¥ -
ENGLAND.

Frogramme of Matches,
MAT.
Faiex, at Lerton,
‘“rrer at the Owval
., at Lornd's

v
ar—r.
20—, LR AN

M. Oxtard Talyeraliy, at Oxlfacd.
ZT—FIBIT TEST MATCIT, ai B'miu‘hlu.
Bi—v. Lelcestersulre, at Delcester.

JUXEKE

%—v Sembridge Unlversity, at C.qbdd‘g
T—v. Hampshice., at ‘lauthlmp
H0—r. 3omarsst, at Ba
#4—8RCOND TEST HATC" at [rord'
AT —Vacanl {probably Scot'snd).
ZL—v. Yorkahice, at Bradtord.
24—r. Lancashice aod Yorkshics, ab Mane

cheater,
28—v. Heotland (two dayal, st Bdlaburgh

JOLY.
lLI‘HIRD THET MATOH. st Lreeda
6—v, Warwickstlre, at DNlrmingham,
8. Waorcestrrwhire, st Worceater,
12—r. (Houreatershice, at Hristol,
25—r, Barrey, at the Oral

Ap—v. ¥Yorkahire. at SheMeid.
2—v. Derbranire, st Derhr.
M—FOURTH THEST MATCH, st AMan-
chester.
20—v. Yorkabire and Laucashire, at Hall.
AUGGUST,

2—v. Apath Walem, at Cardir,
§—v. Laacashire, at Liveepood.
—FIFTH TEST MATUE. st the Oysl,
43-—v. West of Eng'aod (Deron, Oorulrlu,
‘etz ), at Exrtar
18—r. Gloucestecshirn, at Gholteobhym,
—v. Kenl, at Canterbury,
v, Mlddiraerx, &l Lord's.
v, Russex, at Rrighton,
B0—v. M.C.O, at Lord's,

SErTEMEBE,
Basex, at Tayton, - . -
Al Haogiand Eieven (Mr. Bamford's),
at Uttoueter.
$—Bearbersagh Feativad, c! Boarhecongh
i Hapilags,

.
v

33T, Boulh of Eagland, s

Ths Australian Tour,

The Auvstralians again registered am
sasy win in their second maleh, defeating
Northamptonshice by the big margin of
aine wickels,

Following are Lhe acores:—
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE . —First
laning», 203,

Second Inuings.

J. AT _Villl, thw, b O’Connor ..., 18
W. H. Kingston, ¢ Cavter, b Macart.

BOF o iiivanaaaceiaean [
Heywood, b Nohle .......,.. 39
Swith, o Qacter, b ('Ceanor 20
G. J. Thompsoa, o Bardaley, b Arm-
atromg ... ... 2é
0. J. 1. Pool, st. Curter, b Arm-
BlIOBE ... ... ieeeaeas 14
. Wells, ¢ Ranaford, b G'Conuor .. 20
Bnell, st (‘arl,er, b Arnsstrong ...... 31
W, East, lbw, b Acmsbrong ........ 0

T. E. Mauning, tbw, b Armatrang w7

A, Buawell, not out ... 3
Snndeies ............ 11

Bowling Anaiysis: O'Tonuvor, took three
wicketa for 30; -Armstrong five for 57;
Macartnoy, one for 47; Nobis, oms for

- 32; Cotter, none for 53; Rausford nons

for 2; Harfigan, none !’or 4
AUSTRATLIA,—First Innings.

R. Hartigan, b Swith ............ 14
W, Bauisley, thw, b Thowmpaon i
M. A. Nobis, Ibw, b Thompson . a2
Cd. AL O‘E,onnor b Smith 5
H. Carter, b Smith ... .. ... .. 0
‘A, Cotter, 0 Manning, b Thompson £7
y. Trumper. c fmith, b Thompson .. 66
w. W Armh'ong. o Buswell, b
Bmith .....................0. 0
V. Ranaford, Ihwr, b '[kompm- 8
8. E Gmgory b Bmith. 15
U, G. Maocariuey, aot out 0
Bundrics ... ... ... iciieels . 9
Total ... .. .....iil.e 310
Bowling Analysis—Smith took five

wickets for 210; Wells, none for 35;

Flhompmn. five for 08 ; Eaat, none for 6

Second Inaings.

R, Harligan, st Buawell, b Smitle ..
Bardsley, not aut 63

Noble, not out . 27
Bundries .., -4
Total for goe wicket ........ 120

Bowling Analysis: Smilty, one wicket
for 31; Thowpaos, mcne for 38; Wells,

nooe Eor 20; Liast, gone for 7.

Tha Hurd match—agninat Fasex—eond-

. In & deaw, the second innings of the

Hoomwe team being
etumpa were drawn,

TFollowing are tha scores:—
AUSTRALIA—Ifirst Inings,

R. Harligan, ¢ Freeman, b Buckea-
ham . ............ beridaa-a-a 4

incompleie  when

W. Bardsley, run out .., ., 219
M. A. Noble, b Buckkenham . Q
Y. Ransford, o Young, b Buerhan 1T4

V. Trumper, o Fane, b Reoves ...,
‘A, J. Hopkina, b Mead ...,
W. W. Armatrong, not out .
0. G. Macartney, oot oat .

r Bundrieg eriaaaniaaas

fSotal for alx wickets ........ 800
Bowling soalysis: Duckeaham took
thres wickets for 154; Young, meme for
80; Douglas, nons for 1925; Mead, one
for 50; I'ead, mone for £7; Feeves, ona
for §8; aad McOnhey, none for 73,

ESSEX —Wirat Innings.

J. W. H. T. Douglas, b Cotler .., 1
P hnaboo S e T

P. ['arrm, run Quk .. 2
O. McQaboy, b Whitty .. . AR
Rerv. F, H. Glllmg!\sm,b Cotter .. 4
C. J. Froewaa, played on, b Whitty 2
W. Booves, b Whitty .. .........0.0 @
0.'P, Buckeuham, not out wrvrenraw 15
K, Read, o Bardsley, b Armgtrong.. 24
H. Young, o Hartignn. b Macartney, 4
. M ?Bll‘dhlﬂ,’,h“ml'tnﬁ, - 3
P | ]

Tolal ....iiaiincinnnnsn sese 148
Bowliag saslysis: Coflor took thres
wickets for @3; Whitty, thres for 28;

Macartasy, two for M.Armltmn',on--

for 23; Nobls, mons for &

ESSEX—8econd Inningns.
C. P. Buckenham, b Coller . ....... 1%
H. Young, b Cotter ............. 23
J. M. H. Douglas, ¢ Carter, b Cotter 18
F, 8. Fape, ¢ Ranaford, b Hopkins,, 118
P. Porrin, o Cotter, b Armsirong . B3

€. McQGahey, ¢ Ransford, b Hopkins.. BS

Rev. F. H, Gillingham, b Hopkins . 33
C. J. Freeman, ot out _........ . L
V. Reeves, ¢ Hartigan, b Colter 13

- A. Read, ¢ Trumper, b Whitty .... [

W, Mead. not ouk .....ceuves 2
Sundries ,..... P ar 10
Nine wickets for .......... 344

Bowling analysia: Cotter took four wic-
Lkets for 80 runs; Hopkins, three for 70;
Whitty, one ior 38: Armsirong, one for
49; Macartaey, noue for :H Nuble, none
for 49.

English Commty Cricket,

Last year's county champions, York-
shire, suffered their firsat defeat of the
séason on Saturday, when Worcestershire
beat them by the parrow wmargin of
twelve runa.

Worvester, batting ﬁrﬂt scored 203, to
which Yorkshire replied with 280, estab-
lishing a lead of 86 on the frat innings.

In their second venture Worcesier
scored 231, Ielving Yorkshive 146 runs
to acore te tie, The last wicket fell at
133, Worceater thus winning with twalrn
runs in hand.

The Difference Belween Ausfra-
lian and English Wickets.

(By W. W. ARMITRONG, Aunsiralia’s
Succesalul Bowler; an All-round Player.}

My experience on English wickels has
been rather bnique, for my first wisib
to Engcland was in 1902, one of the
wottest and coldest summers ihe
ericketers of Pngiand had to tontend
with for some years, and I can com-
fidently assert that ap the end of that

" particular season 00 one could have
shown me any kind of wicket I bad not-

batted upon. During the whole of the
1902 season the Australians oniy balted
on two grounds where tue pitch had
any pace in it, which was quits & new
experience for me, who was playing out
of Australia for the first Lime, and who
was accustomed to true and very fast
wickets. My first match waa played at
the Crystal Palace againal an eleven of
W. G. Grace’s, and it had not besn ia
progress long before snow begaa to fall,
the first time I had seen snow fall, so
my first impressiona of Eng¥ah ericket
wers nol ¥ery encouraging,

Ta 1905 I again visited FEngland, and
this time it was my d fortune to
have a fine snmmer with faster and truer
wickets, which was mere to my liking,

and it was quite a contrzst to my ex. -

perience im 1902

Sticky Wicksts,

From my experience, the comelusion I
have come to, is that the wickels in BEug-
land mever become renlly bad, owing to
the grounds being of natural turf. The
ball may break a good deal, but wvery
seldom kicks and flies, an is the case
on bad wickels ia Australia; the ball
comes along much slower and Is easier
to watch, Of all the “sticky” wicketa
I have seen I do not think any of them
as bad as those on the Melbourna Gric-
Let Ground, where the ground is not of
natural {urf, and Is sown with Eng-
lish grasses. The wickels en this ground
remain “sticky” for daya after & good
rain, and s Test maich would be very
nearly finished, if not finished, at the
end of one day's piay I the wicket
were Bticky at the beginping. It is prac-
tically impossible to make many runa
on these wickets against firat class bow-
lers, unless ons has a great amount of
lack. The ball kicke and Aiea one minuts
and probably shools the eext, amd will
break very quickly almost at rwight
angles; the conditions of play m faet
are guits different from those on the
majority of wet wickets in England.

A Fosuliar Sofl,

In South Australia the wicket is very
similar to that of Melbourns In wet wem-
ther, but in Sydney the ground i4 made
of spil obisined from Bulli, {he locality of
the coal mines, and it is peouliar cm ne-
count of [ts resistance to waler, 1 have
soan tha Sydney groumd absolutely wader
watsr at midday, and at § o'olock in the

alterncon have been playing on it, and
on & really good wicket. Ths wickets
only remain very bad on fhis ground

hrnboutubmummtolthpu
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saly becoming wet on the surfauce; the
water ssems (o pun off rather than soake
through it. On one occasioa sfter rain K
batiod on this ground om an eany wickek,
the ball cutting through for come time;
then it beoams aticky, and when I fin-
ished my innings it was s parfect wicket.
This ll{ happened in the course of &
few hours, and it will give one an fden
how wonderful the Sydaey ground is after
rain. ¥ do not supposs there 3 any other
to be compared with it im this reapect,

A Comirast in Colewr.

In England the wickets do nol nadergo
the aams amount of preparstion as vhens
in Australia, and the comzequence is they
d0 not last so weil, aad the bowler is, in
nearly all casas, able to make the ball
turn from ths commencement. I bars
batted on some wickets in England which
have played juest a8 fast a3 our own
wickets the first day, but after that they
show signes of wear and begin to crumble.
Apother thing which I aoticed aboul
the wickets in England was their colour.
They are always green, and oh eoms
grounda it would be bard to find tho
pitch were it mot for the white lines.
They never bocome brown, eracked, and
polished like the wicketa im Ausiralia.
At the present time I comsider the beak
wicketa are moade on ths Sydoey ground.
They are the fasieat and truest, and last
longer than any othar I have played om.
Just recently we finlshed a six daya®
interftate maich on this ground, and at
the conclusion the wicket hardly had =
mark on it, and it waa quile good enough
4o commsnce another mateh The Sydney
wiokets do nol erack with the awun as
they do in Melbourne, aand, consequently,
do not begin to crumble at the end ol
four or fire days’ play. The Molbourne
ground becomen like s picce of honey-
comb after a apell of dry weatber, snd
a stranger would consider it would be
dangerous to skand vp to a faat bowler
on one of these eracked wickets; but
until the edges of theae cracks becoma
wor, which doos mot take place for
some days, bhe wicket ‘will play as true
as s billiard table. 1 have seen thesa
cracks open 8o wide 4hat it was possible
to put your fioger down,

Bank Play in Eangland,

Another important fact I nnticed im
Fngiand, and which way be useful to
players going there, was the way the
ball had to be watched right on to tlie
at, and how much the batsman has to
rely on hia back play. My opinion i
that anyone to become a good piayer om
Englisl: wickets muast be & poed back

. player, able to use his legs well, and be

a strong on-side player, for tis major
ity of the wickets are too slow to make

. many strokes brhind the wicket on the

off-side. This Accounts for soma of the
failures in England of fine batsmen, whe
have pone there from Austmalia. Thry,
have been accusiomed to ihe Eall com-
ing along fast, snd perfectly true, ang
have been hitting at the pitch of the bafl .
and not watching it aflerwards.

The Bowler's Paradise.

As to bowling I think England is the
paradise of a bowler, because, a8 before
stated, the wickets aro not preparced im
the sams meoner &3 in Australia, aod
the bowler nearly always receives mssisi-

- mace from the wicket from the commence-

menk. Ancther thing whica is in favewr
of ithe bowler is the atmosphere. It is
far eaaier to mnrke the ball swerve im
Eugland. T do not know what the Tea-
son 8, but give nearly any bowler »
new bail, and he will make it awerva

_ ovea if there is no wind. Ja Auslraliz,

whers the wickets ara Jike billiard ia-
bles, being prepared for moniha hefore
a match, avery ball comes slong prwoti-
cally niraight and much faster than
in Engln:d, nnd all the batsman hag to
do is to bave plonty of paticnce, and .
to play with & streight bet. Homw dif-
ferent it is to bowl, too. No maléar
Gow much one spims the ball, it wfill
oontinues straight, and as I bheard &

bowler remark, when asked, aflew
o bad secured seversl wickets, how he
managed §i, he replied, “They got
themselves out”; and nine times out of
ten that is the way most of the good
batamen get oul on true Australiam
wickaly
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