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Chlaese Literature.
L. HWANG, the Chinese Consal

in Wellinglon, Is well known

throughout tle colony as an

able apeaker and lectarer,
and he &s alzo 3 man of considerabls Lite-
rary mttaicments. The Wesieyam Ldte-
mry and Debating Setiety recoatly per-
snaded him to girve a lecture on “The Re-
ligion and Literature of Thina,” and the
xesult was s scholarly and thoughtful
address on this interesting topic. As
ghowing the antiquity of written hooks in
Lhina, he mentioned that tradition tanght
that the inventor of Chinese lettera lived
about 3000 B.C. There were Row nios
dassics which were read by all Chinede
schoiars, of which the firat was written
sbout M50 B.C. The form snd spoilimg
of Chinese words had searcaly changed
from the most ancient times until te-dey,
and this fir:t book—~the Book of Changes
—could be read mow witheut Zifisulty.
The Bool: of Ceremonits, written over &
thousznd years before the Chrisliam era,
&t forth the riies and ceremonies to be
used on almost all otcaxions, and with
feww exceptions thess were not departed
from at the present day. The morement
and epirit of English verse were latking
in the Chinese poetry; thiz waa wery
noliceable to the speaker in translations
of Fnzlish bymns, The Chingse shouvld
Lave their own Lymna if they were gomg
19 become a great Christian nation.  3Mr.
Hwang referred to others of the Chinese
clagsice, and stated that these ancient
works were very beauliful, and though
the Chinese examinations had ween modi-
fied lately to allow of an incremsed West-
e elernent in edusation, it would be a
great Iess if Chineae acholarg shoull ever
nezlect their old literatura. ‘The Em-
peror, who buiit the great wall, had de-
riroyed a vast number of tha books ex-
tant in Lis time, but atter his death there
#as a great recrudescence of literary
fctivity. Many of the old basks were
ke-written from memory,an escyclopaedis
in I0,000 volumes way complisd, and sther
¥Yemarkable works were produced. it
would be seen that ihe Chinese mind was
0ot like that of Lhe African or North
Amerin Yodi The Ohi almost
resshipped Tearning, and deapite thels
former hostiltiy &» foreigm idess, they
o8 eager now to Asslmilate the kmow-
lodge and bhs wisdom of Wostara clrili-

sation. Thes modern influence in China
was greater than the influence of Napo-
Ison or of Bismarck, becausa it would
afect 400 millioa wouls, a fourth part of
the buman race. .

T IRC R
Reoyal Cowslanions,

The auvhject of Reval t.'ﬂmnlsslm
formed one of the most promineut ana
important matlers discussed at tha Farm-
ers’ Union dinner, recently held at Palm-
¢rstom Norik, Mr. Bruce #poke very
strongly on the modern tendency to aet
up Royal Commissions on all sorts of
questions that could he quite =3 well
dealt with by the Government ftsell. He
thousht that an administretion which
went too far in thia respect was cvading
its dnties and respongibilities.  There
were times when the peopls sxpected s
lead from the Government, but Minlsters,
when reluctant to give that lead, found
a way out of the difficu!ty by the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission which, In
most instances, was not productive of
any good. As & casp In point he men-
tioned the Commission set up a few years
ago in connection with the Federation o2
ihe Australasian colonies, and he defled
anyone to find anything Mstructive in
their roport. As m matter of fact, said
Mr. Druce, thesa commissions were ¢bjeq-
tionable inasmuch as they had a tendency
to dismrm criticism, gnd thai was not a
desirable condition of things. Thers 13
no dombt that thess eommisaions are very
costly, and oftem they mro anything but
matisfactory, and Mr. Bruce has done
good servics by directing public attention
to the matier,

- »
The Meat Trade and American

Trusts.

Anything that ¢onmcerns our staple in-
dustry of frozca meat cannot fail to be
of intercat 10 New Feslandera, and if
in disquieting to learm that this trada
1s already being threatenad by the system
of trmats, combimes, aad cornery with
which America has made us enly too
familinr. Acoording to adrives by mail,
it iz not beyond the bounds of possi-
bility that the Dominion and Australis
will shartly come within the aphere of
infinones of ons ¢! the most powertul
of the American eombines—ths Meah

Trust. The British producer and coa-
sumar will be the worst sufferers by
the operations of the trust, and somc
alarm f3 already being exprassed in Eng-
dand a3 to the ultimats aims of the
combine. The Ceniral Markets Com-
mittes issued & feport in March showing
that of 409,532 tons of meat and pro-
visions dezit” with in the markets laab
Fear 88,262 wers bred and alaughtered
in the United Kingdem, 546981 tons
fatined ix Canads or the United
States and alaughtered in the United
Kingdom, and 266,779 toms, or 043 per
cenk, were colonial, American, or forcign
productions.. At present nearly 40 per
cent, of the beel arriving at the market
in Loadoa is derived from the United
Gtates, and thess figures show how com-
pletoly Hrilala depemds on oOther coun-
iries for her food supplies, and also teo
mwhat extent the Uhited States domin-
ates the markets, Mors important stiil
s the fact that the meat-producieg
companies of thai country hare acquired
productive works in South America, and
that already supplies are being “regu-
lated,” the continoed stoppage of live
oatile importativns from South America
«aumng ths gravest coneern. Ib s
pouwted out that should the varieus over-
a3 of supply b controlled
by a group of powerful finms, then ibe
price of meat on the market can ba
dominated, and easily, because the pro-
pottiomn of British productions—one $an
in fves-could not bs imcreased wnder
existing eonditiona In this connection
Australasia #ill probably be affected,
since its competitiom is mot dikely to
be acctptable to the trust. Develop-
ments will be awaited with interest, and
they may be expected by an atiempt to
securs zome mmeazure of coutrol over
colenial resources.

- .

A Settlers’ Infermatiom Leagme.
The nced of reliable information for
intending immigrants has been frequently
brought befors our notice. Men come
to the coloniez who are utterly unsaited
for colomial life, and loss and dissppoint-
mont not infrequenily result, Ir is
gratifying, therefore, to learn that o
Seltlers” Ioformatiom League has becn
established i England, and members,
boik at Home and in the colonies, ars
to do everything in fheir power 18
disteminats reliable information wed te
assiet emigranls om arrival. A letter
has besn aent to the colonics, inm which
the writers say:—"“The reaponsibilities
of Finpire ara ¥éry Teal and very
weighty, anod ool the least real mod the
least weighty of them fs that of setting
Lelore tha Motherland the adrantages
of the colonies snd of eecing that the
coloniey themselves are developed by »
population British horm. Eome years
have pawsed sioce his Royal Hinﬂneai
tha Prince of Wales, addressing one of
the most cepreseataiive of audiences
ever gatherad togetber in the Guidihall,
and with al] the freshness of the scenes
he had $uat witnessed Lefore him, re-
ferrod to tha importance of developing
ihe outlying portions of our great ca
tale, and remipded us ihat the ona
all-prevailing and all-pressing demand in
the colonics was3, a3 it is to-day, “wanb
of pspulation.’ ILlis Royal Highoess went
on te refer to the boondiess tracts of
country yet unexplored, hiddem mineral
wealth calling for deselopment, vast ex-
panies of vigin soil zoady lo yield
profitable crops to the scitlers; addimg
¢ Thése ram be enjored under conditiens
ot healihy liring, Hberal laws, snd fros

Institntions im exchange for the over
crowded citlea =nd almost hopeleas
struggle for existence which, alas! too
often is the Jot of many in the OId
Country” Ons tondition, and oue only,
his Royal Highnesa very tntly obserred.
way made by the colonies—namely, that
wo should sead them soitable emigrants
=& condition which he thorenghly en-
dotsed. Bumming up hiy yemarks om the
need of & continuous flow of suitabls
emigragta from the Motheriand te the
colonies, the Prince said: * By this means
we may atill further strengihen, or, a}
all events, pasn on unimpaired, that
pride of race, thal unmity of sentiment
and purpose, that feeling of commen
loyalty and obligation, which koit to-
gether, and alone ¢am maintain, the in-
tegrity of our Eapire’™ It will thuy
bLe seen that the objoct of the Laague
i3 not in any sense to creale a propa-
ganda, but rather to make a reality of
Lord Bosebery's fine definition of Fm-
pire, o passion of affliction and family
fecling, of pride and hopefulness
L]

The Missing Maids

Great Lopes Lava becm falt im somm
quartera ithat girle suitabis for domestic
szrvice would be abic (o be sccured fromn
Dr. Barnado’s Homes, bul, the Rev. V. J.
Mayers, who is at presemt in Now Zoalnad
a3 visiting emissary, does mot held oul
much encouragement ia that direction
iz slated t(hat the demand for servaats
in Logland waa ap heavy Lhat he foared
they could moi begin te snpply the Lo,
winion yet. Mr. Mayers saud Ui the
servant problem seemed to o & grave
one everywhere. Cases had comas umler
bis notice in different parts of England
where families had bhad to moeve into
hotels or Hata on acceunt of not being
able to get domestics. There was an in-
aatiable demand from Canada, snd over
200 boys and girls are aent there every
year. Im thia connection, the Canadian
agent had travelled across the Atlantic
over a hundred times in chargz of auch
pariies, and eash time he Eas dizappointed
from 150 fo 200 people in search of
servants. e atiribuied the desrth of
domestic workers to the factorieg, fcal
roems, and other avennes of smp'oyment
that had been opened up for girla during
recenlk years, that were not recogniscd aa
such a decade ago. .
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Protecting n Wituness

The announcement made regenlly {hat
a young girl had eommittod swicide
wather than usdergo further fross-rxam-
inglion in the witnegs-bex, Ras once mere
drawn attentiom ts the fact thet some
wmethod should bo dovised wherely an
honest witness cam Lo protected from
nndue annorvauce by cownsel when giving
eylicare, The ceunse] cansot be alta-
gether Blamed, he 13 merely doing Wi
beat for his olient, and his dnily breag
deperds or hiz suceess In court.  Mat
surely the paghtrate showld Interfere
to protect & witness froma andoe wornrity
of handling, and a word from him wonld
in most cases dbe gufMicient, The late Mr.
Justice Buit offercd a good example of
what mig! L be done in this direction. A
wo:nan was being rather roughly treated
by the opposing conmsel, though she waa
sbrionaly tellmg the trath, The jndge
turned 16 the barrister =nd said: *3ir.
Whits, has this good indy elievmdsd you
ik any way?! 3 she n persemal cxemy ¥
FPurs, ér doss she owe yeu medert” “Na



