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The Week in Review

Chinese Literature.

zwx R. HWANG, the Chinese Consul

fl I B In Wellington, is well known

517 throughout colony •» an

f able speaker and lecturer,

and he is also a man of considerable lite-

rary attainments. The Wesleyan Lite-

rary and Debating Society recently per-
suaded him to give a lecture on "The Re-

ligion and Literature of China,” and the

result was a scholarly and thoughtful

address on this interesting topic. As

showing the antiquity of written hooka in
China, he mentioned that tradition taught
that the inventor of Chinese letters lived

about 3000 B.C. There were now nine

classics which were read by all Chinese

scholars, of which the first- was written

about 1150 B.C. The form and spelling
of Chinese words had scarcely changed
from the most ancient times until to-day,

and this first book—the Book of Changes
—could be read now without difliculty.
The Book of Ceremonies, written over a

thousand years before the Christian era,

Ect forth the rites and ceremonies to be
used on almost all occasions, and with

few exceptions these were not departed
from at the present day. The movement

and spirit of English verse were lacking
in the Chinese poetry; this was very
noticeable to the speaker in translations

of English hymns. The Chinese should

have their own hymns if they were going
tp become a great Christian nation. Mr.

Hwang referred to others of the Chinese

classics, and stated that these ancient

works were very beautiful, and though
the Chinese examinations had been modi-

fied lately to allow of an increased West-

ern element in education, it would be a

great less if Chinese scholars should ever

neglect their old literature. The Em-

peror, who built the great wall, had de-

stroyed a vast number of the books ex-

tant in his time, but after his death there

.was a great recrudescence of literary
activity. Many of the old books were

te-written from memory,an encyclopaedia
ih 19,000 volumes was compiled, and other

remarkable works were produced. It

.Would be seen that the Chinese mind was

not like that of the African or North
'American Indian. The Chinese almost

KMahipped learning, and despite their

former hostility to foreign ideas, they
were eager now to assimilate the know-

ledge and the wisdom of Weatera oiviii-

nation. The modern influence in China

was greater than the influence of Napo-
leon or of Bismarck, because it would

affect 400 million souls, a fourth part of

the human race.

Royal Commissions.

The subject of Royal Commissions

formed one of the most- prominent and

important matters discussed at the farm-

ers’ Union dinner, recently held at Palm-

erston North. Mr. Bruce spoke very

strongly on the modern tendency to set

up Royal Commissions on ail sorts of

questions that could be quite as well

dealt with by the Government itself. He

thought that an administration which

went- too far in this respect was evading
its duties and responsibilities. There

were times when the -people expected a

lead from the Government, but Ministers,
when reluctant to give that lead, found

a way out of the difficulty by the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission which, in

most instances, was not productive of

any good. As a case in point he men-

tioned the Commission set up a few years
ago in connection with the Federation of

the Australasian colonies, and he defied

anyone to find anything instructive in

their report. As a matter of fact, said

Mr. Bruce, these commissions were objec-
tionable inasmuch as they had a tendency
to disarm criticism, and that was not a

desirable condition of things. There is

no doubt that these commissions are very
costly, and often they are anything but

satisfactory, and Mr. Bruce has done

good service by directing public attention

to the matter.

The Meat Trade and American

Trusts.

Anything that concerns our staple in-

dustry of frozen meat cannot fail to be
of interest to New Zealanders, and it

is disquieting to learn that this trade

is already being threatened by the system
of trusts, combines, and corners with
which America has made us only too

familiar. According to advices by mail,
it is not beyond the bounds of possi-
bility that the Dominion and Australia
will shortly come within the sphere of

influence of one of the most powerful
of the American combines—the Meat

Trust. The (British producer and con-

sumer will be the worst- sufferers by
the operations of the trust, and some

alarm is already being expressed in Eng-
land as to the ultimate aims of the

combine. The Central Markets Com-
mittee issued a report in March showing
that of 409,732 tons of meat and pro-
visions dealt" with in the markets last

year 83,262 were bred and slaughtered
in the United Kingdom, 54.691 tons

fattened in Canada or the United
States and slaughtered in the United

Kingdom, and 266,779 tons, or 65 per
cent., were colonial, American, or foreign
productions. At present nearly 40 per
cent, of the beef arriving at the market

in London is derived from the United

States, and these figures show how com-

pletely Britain depends on other coun-

tries for her food supplies, and also to

what extent the United States domin-

ates the markets. More important still

Ss the fact that the meat-producing
companies of that country hare acquired
productive works in South America, and

that already supplies are being “regu-

lated,” the continued stoppage of live

cattle importations from South America

causing the gravest concern. It is

pointed out that should the various over-

seas sources of supply become controlled

by a group of powerful firms, then the

price of meat on the market can be

dominated, and easily, because the pro-
portion of British productions—one ton

in fire—could not be increased under

existing conditions. In this connection
Australasia will probably be affected,
since its competition is not likely to

be acceptable to the trust. Develop-
ments will be awaited with interest, and

they may be expected by an attempt to

secure some measure of control over

colonial resources.

A Settlers' Information League.

The need of reliable information for

intending immigrants has been frequently
brought before our notice. Men come

to the colonies who are utterly unsuited
for colonial life, and loss and disappoint-
ment not infrequently result. It is

gratifying, therefore, to learn that a

Settlers’ Information League has been

established in England, and members,
both at Home and in the colonies, are

to do everything in their power to

disseminate reliable information end to

assist emigrants on arrival. A letter
has been sent to the colonies, in which
the writers say:—“The responsibilities
of Empire are very Teal and very
weighty, and not the least real and the

least weighty of them is that of setting
before the Motherland the advantages
of the colonies and of seeing that tlia

colonies themselves are developed by a

population British born. (Some years

have passed since his Royal Higfiness
the Prince of Wales, addressing one of
the most representative of audiences
ever gathered together in the Guildhall,
and with all the freshness of the scenes

he had just witnessed before him, re-

ferred to the importance of developing
the outlying portions of our great es-

tate, and reminded us that the one

all-prevailing and all-pressing demand in

the colonies was, as it is to-day, ‘want

of population.’ Hit Royal Highness went
on to refer to the boundless tracts of

country yet unexplored, hidden mineral

wealth calling for development, vast ex-

panses of virgin soil ready to yield
profitable crops to the settlers; adding.
‘ Those. can be enjoyed under conditions

of healthy living, liberal laws, and free

institutions in exchange for the over

crowded cities and almost hopeless
struggle for existence which, alas! too

often is the lot of many in the Old
Country.’ One condition, and one onlr,
his Royal Highness very truly observed,
was made by the colonies—namely, that
we should send them suitable emigrants
—a condition which he thoroughly en-

dorsed. Summing up his remarks on the
need of a continuous flow of suitable
emigrants from the Motherland to the
colonies, the Prince said: ‘By this means

we may still further strengthen, or, at

all events, pass on unimpaired, that
pride of race, that unity of sentiment
and purpose, that feeling of common

loyalty and obligation, which knit to-

gether, and alone can maintain, the in-

tegrity of our -Empire.’ ” It will thus
be seen that the object of the League
is not in any sense to create a propa-
ganda, but rather to make a reality of

Lord Rosebery’s fine definition of Em-

pire, a passion of affliction and family
feeling, of pride and hopefulness.

JU J*

The Missing Maids.

Great hopes have been felt in some

quarters that girls suitable tor domestic
service would be able to be secured from

Dr. Barnado's Homes, but the Rev. W. J.

Mayers, who is at present in New Zealand
as visiting emissary, does not hold oul

much encouragement in that direction.
He stated that the demand for servants

in England was so heavy that he feared

they could not begin to supply the Do-

minion yet. Mr. Mayers said that the

servant problem seemed to be a grave
one everywhere. Cases had come under

his notice in different parts of England
where families had had to move into

hotels or flats on account of not being
able to get domestics. There was an in-

satiable demand from Canada, and over

200 boys and girls are sent there every
year. In this connection, the Canadian

agent had travelled across the Atlantic

over a hundred times in charge of such

parties, and each time he has disappointed
from 150 to 200 people in search of

servants. He attributed the dearth of

domestic workers to the factories, tea-

rooms, and other avenues of cmp'oyraenl
that had been opened up for girls during
recent years, that were not recognised as

such a decade ago.

Protecting a Witness.

The announcement made recently that

a young girl had committed suicide
rather than undergo further cross-exam-

ination in the witness-box, has once more

drawn attention to the fact that some

method should be devised whereby an

honest witness can be protected from

undue annoyance by counsel when giving
evidence. The counsel cannot be alto-

gether blamed, he is merely doing his

best for his client, And his daily bread

depends on his success in court. But

surely the magistrate should Interfere
to protect a witness from undue sorority
of handling, and a word from him would

in most cases be sufficient. The late Mr.

Justice Butt offered a good example of

•what m:g! t be done in this direction. A

woman was being rather roughly treated

by the opposing counsel, though she was

obviously telling the truth. The judge

turned to the barrister and said: “Mr.
White, bis this good lady offended you
in any way? Is she a personal enemy oi

yours, or does she owe you moneyt" “No.


