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! that they nominated him {0 join wilk
@& others in the ¢rime; he wad to prove
conutuncy, they eaid. Bub instewd,
be gave a warning, so that the assussine
wrere obliged to c'hnnge their plana. Ilave
you read of it in the jourgals?! You
“will ses that they Xilled the poor King
mnd the prince, in the street, near the
public oftives. At frat it was to be
on the quay, when they landed; but of
that my brother gave -wecret warming,
wnd on the quay they:' were very care-
fully guarded. Why dil they not guard
them ns carefully for the reat of the
Journey?! 1 cannoi say; but the thing
happend, a8 now you know, and my
brother and [ {led to England to escape
the vengeance of the royuhlu.m dommit -
tee, who kuew of the warning he had
sent, and who wrre angry that the
Queen and the other prince bl not been
killed, too. ¥au may real the jeurnals,
but you do not know  what
things ure gning on in Lisbon, even now,™

“ilut surely you ure safc here!”

“tin the contrary, aur encmies follow-
ced us by a ship that left the day witer
our Gwn. We have changed onr ladyr
ings twice; but to-day I have twen fol-
lowed by two men —men that 1 Juve
seen in Lisbon. I wus terrified, and
could not guess what to da. I eame into
the gardens here from  the atreet, and .
wialked about in the narrow eourtyurds,
but they still followed. 1 think 1 must
have escaprd them for a moment when
1 turned inta this court; but I found
that there wias no way nut, ao I ran up
tliese stairs; and when T hearl you com-
ing up, I feared they must have seen
nme enter, and were atill pursuing me. [
did not suppsse it to be n friend  such
o kind friead. If you will not he an-
gry that 1 call vou iy friend?”
~To this, Reginall Drinkwater, flushing
with delight ant stanumering with confu-
slon, m lde a wild and random answer.
©“l1t is delighiful to hear you say it,”
he said, continuing, “and I wish I could
do more — much more — anything —
do make you say it again. Buroly I can
Tielp you in some olher way—some more
im‘port:mt way?’
© ohe smiled sadly and shook her hmd

“That is very moble of you,” she said;
“luat I think there is nothing—nothing
al least that might not be dangerons,
avhich I should ]mv(- ne right tl) adk l)f

W o-- - -

“But 4ell me what
Reginald vehenently, “aud 1 will do at.
Bureiy my knowledge of .this country
miy be of nse to strangers like you amd
yeur brother? .

“1 have bern in T,ntl].l.ml before,” qha
eaid, “‘though, of - course. you must
undorstand yuur own couplry better
than 1. And perhaps—-when I have told
my¥ brother of your kirdness—perhaps
e may kuow 0f some way in which you
might help us if yoo will let me r(‘mmd
you of your offer.”

M1 yon will only promise thaf, wlmt-
evcr it is you will ask me, vou will make

iodst prologth

v declaimed Reginald, with en-
tlusiasm. Wil yau promise it?”
“Senor’ she began, locking up at his

face— “I_ml; you have potb' tald me your
ilﬂ,lll?

Reginald repeated if, with an ur{d feel-
ing that it bad become & duller and lesa
inposing name sinee he lud last seen it,
Jatinted-on Lis . Soak,” that very after-
naon. -

“Alr 'R(-gmdld T)llnkw.lf(-r -]le sald —
anl at once the name breame beautifel
on der lip—L will promise” She ex-
tended  ker hand, ¢l am Tacia da
Witvas .

The -light in th(- L‘nuri.\‘nrd WAR EOwn
dull ang dusk .in. the .short F¥elruary
afterneon. -, o b .

P Perhaps &t will be aafe tn go now,”

. s]w said, rising.and bendinT to peer onea
mTE flom the,window. 51" she add-
ct, “if you wil do .ane latt!(- thing for

magl, Wil you go first and sce if the-y
Qe w.lL('hm '11[!"!‘[' are two moen, one
Tather tull, wgch n()y FOrYy, anl ono

rhort; hoth
Bee mie gol”

Reminald repeated that e was ready
te de anything, hut suggested, in the
pecanlime, tea from his gas-stove, Tis
¥isitor, lowever, hegged ith a wvery
pretby anxiety tn Le excuned. She must
icse mo mwore time, she eaid, for al
teady lier brolher wounld be alarmed
nt hier long absence, ‘And &n Reginald
1t her and descended the siaircase to
gcout from the front deor. -

As ho went he was aware of somenne
Imrr_ving down hefore him on the lower
flighis; and when he emerged from tha
‘door he say & man walking sharply near
#he oorner of the court, Tha mELL WAS
wlone, ‘Imwpver, and {hough cortainly not
Jhnrt nar amall, bup’ stoutly. built, wa3
lurce'l" of [ lht}lrn that lnyong would

dark men; they must not

terrible |

. venture, after all,

Weckly

call talt, but of about middle height.
Reginald followed to the corner, and
there watched whils the atranger dis-
appearcd round the next, and his faot-
ateps died away toward Middie Templa
Lane. This would seem to have been
werely a visitor leaving some of the
lower rooma, and whatever he was, he
was gohne; 80 Reginald returned, louking
out sharply a8 Le went. Nouwhere was
there & pair of lurking meo—nuwhere,
indeed, & pair of men at all. A terk or
twe hurrying home early, a tradexmans
Loy with & basket and a tuneleva whistle,
an old messenpger with hiz badge, and
nobody else; nobedy hiding in dosrways,
nobody lounging. Clearly the chase mutt
Tizve been abundoned. So he rolurned
with hiz report, and found tWe boawtiful
fugitive awaiting him in the doorway.
Could she go? Was the way quile
eleary

Hesdnald Drinkwater took coat, glovea,
and sluik, and the two went out to-
gether. From her deseription it séemed
clear that she had entered 'y temple
Ly the Middle Temple Lane gate: so now
nald meade it o poine of strategy to
‘ve by way of Whitefriars, where he
Yrew n cab could be found in a guict
ELrcet,

The cab was found, and then Reginald
met a0 eertain disappointment, For
lucia would not even permit him to
accompany her for even part of the
way.

- _-"_Hush.'i’ she spid.

You are most kind, bat it is bietter—
much better that ! ge aloneg, 2owan all
she wonld =ay:
ber manner which made it final. =

Reginald acerpted.lus defefton

“Where,whall 1 ull lhr nan to diiv
Hr asked,

Yor a mnnu-nt q'lm mq:mte d, with an
adil look of doubt, which Reginald fumul
himself resenting, Then she said: '

“Lerbaps 1 shall not  drive «11 ths
way; it muy be better not. Tell him
45 go first up Farrington road.”

“And-you will not forget your pro-

o . .

o a3k vou far. Tielp? No—T shall
nol - forget it. Perbaps I aball come
quite snon—when I have talked with
wy hrother™ -

With that the cad was pone, and
Raginald Drinkwater tried Lanl to
rialise a5 he weng home across King's
Tench Walk in the dark the visible fact
1ihat liere, indeed, wasa romence and ad-
in workaday ILandon,
and himself in the midst of it.

On the next morning after the visit of
the wanderful Tortuguese, Reginald, his
hiecakfast finished, took his daily mwern-
ing siroll in Iect-atrect. Ho did his
parily out of resprct for Flect-street,
crd a feeling 1hat Lhe was in some vague
way growing literary In ita precinets,
Lut chirfly Hecause for an hour afler
hreakfart Mra, Chureher, tha lanndreas,
aude his rooms unendurable with pails

e
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und brooms and a constant perawbulation
of her unclesn self, which was in throry
presumed to result in an amcession of
<leanliness Lo the premisea. lie return.
ed perhaps a trifle faler than usual, huk
Churcher atill in poasession—
waiting, in fuct, for him at the door,

“There's bin a young lady ’era to aes
¥er, air” she avnounced in that volce
of greasy huskiness by which the Temple
luendress ia distinguished from the rest
o het aex. “A foring young lady, as
give the name of Hilver or de Silver,
Rhe wouldn't wait, Lut she said p'r'aps
stic’d eall ag'in, Air™

Did she say anything elset” -

¥ air; she didn't leave no other
" :

nald wns angry with Limself for
Lis ilelay in Flest-strert aml guestioned
firther. The young kuly hnd heen gone,
new, 2ome twenty mioutes or half an
IIHIIT No, she hadpe’t said anything in
articnlur, beyosd a=king for him, aml
bringing in with Ler Mrs. Churcher's
Bineh of keya, which she had supposed
to be Mr. Drinkwater's, left in the outer
dear’ by aceident,

Reginald had his Tunch rent in, and
kepi within doors for the rest of the
liv: but he saw mothing of Tawin da
Rilva.  After breakfast mext morning he
prrecived with gneommon sevenity that
the weather was damp and fogey, and
affocded sume sort of exense for hanging
shout in Wis rooma, ar at farthest on

It is mosl noble of you™

Mra, Church-
Hut. he
1311 Mra.

the staive and lobby, \ahih
er  performed “her daily
waited and Dwatehied o -vaiu

Chureler lmf[ lu-en gum- an hour, anml.

more,

Then at last Huu- wad A timid tap at
His door, which he vpened instaotly, to
ptw ],urin Lefore Lim,

S have eome,” she said, “only hecauae
T Lave made you a promize, Do yon
remember the promise?™

“Inderd, [ do—that you would (ell mo
it T eould be in wuy way of service fo
you ml your brother,  Tell now,
what I ean do.™ i

“1 think, perhaps, you might nol like
it.”

“IE it will serve you—and your hroth-
er— T ghall delight in it. 1 will do any-
thing, What is it?”

“Uhey have discovered our lodgings—
the men?

“The men who were walching yon?”

“Yes, How, 1 de not know. Perhaps
they followed the cab-—perhapa nome
other way; who can telly They have
found ns out aguin, and we wmust go;
tut they are watching ws, end it is diffi-
cult.”

“Whera will you got™

“That la for my Lrother to actile;
but I think le har plans if—il we have
a friend—a devotal, moble . friend who
will belp us..  Will.you be tha nolle
fnond'l" A~ .

mie
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~QOf comrse—l lhave gromised, T wikl
do anything. What s the pluat™ 1]

“I will say whut my brother thinks
We bave® becn gaing oul, my brother snd
1, every evening, in a cab, Lo dinneg ab
& restauranl. Wil you come with me
to-night, in-lead of my brother*”

Cunld there: be a pleasaater decd ol
heroismT  Reginald heard the proposal
With perhaps as much relief aa surprise,
for this wns un act of devetion thai hie
wan quite ready tu perfurm every day
of hia life, “IL will give e the great-
est pleasure,” he said. “Where shall 1

com’ Jor yuut
“ is where we are s <lin
replicd, and haoded him noear Lt waa

that of u house-—-obyvionsly a boaasrding-
lnuse--in a quirt sguare near the Xew
IH] Head; a plaee that Wesinabd re-
memberml lo huve seey in his owamder-
inge in London, and te have Boticed e

wanse of its conlrast of character with
the neighlionring streets,
“You o must oot come te the front

doar,” sghe resnmed, "as you will wmder-
stand when 1 oexplain, There is a0 foot-
path bebiind e Louses, with stalies,
Farh lowe has a dear in the garnlen
wall, and vou mnst come Lo the Fourth,
where 1 shall be waiting Lefave six
u'e Lt ks say hadf-past five
“Ihat will be early for dinner, woun'k
it
“(My, we need nol go to dinnet at anee
Often my byother wid I go oul early,
The house ia on the north sile of the
syuare, temember. Will you cowme? T
must nol wait here—my’ brotler 14 ex-
pect mee Yan will come?”
Naothing shoulll step him, Reginall re-
snlved, that left him with legy to =tand
on, and he said An, in more elegant
fterma. And even as he wns gathering
hiz wits Lo frame ecrtwin fnquiries that
shoubl net acem ta pry, she was gone,
with o press of the hand aml a alanee
froncher Uack eyes thal Kept him vistly
elatidl for ten minutes; ab the ond of
svliich period 16 dawned on bim, as it
mirht hxve done before, (hat i miust be
antended that e shonld  asaume  the
eharacler of Lucin's brother v Lhe
evening, together wille the Labilities ol
thad relation=hip. including any (nlll b~|1-
Iet that his enemics m .
suiinable  tuken  of t
Wit that his edation s
od, nnd Il eecuvred Lo him that o ®
-guneh plessanter to listen Lo Baeia®s
pradzes ui his nagnanimily than to do
anything to deserve thene . .
Sl it was an adveninee, amd e
was in fur it beyond wilhdrawals eore-

-

over, the damgrer somew did s oaf-
Juct Wimooaac verv dmmedinde. The de-

sirn appearedl fairly oo, Hoe was e
enter the house from the back unohsers-

o, amd to leave it B the fronl, s
an Lo draw off the attendion of the
avilehirs, Then, wilole the Touse wad
S from  Ltheir observiation, Luiz da
wonlid make his e aed dimd

some olher retred. “You o must pol

come 1o the frand door™ Lacia had -avl

Sras yorr will enderstatl wlhen ! n\,ulnn

Tl she had explained nething as
and no danbt meant Lo reserve nypbana-
aly thongh Lie plan

trons till his ar

stemoy] clew ennugh

coth the whole, e dectded fleal Lo imisg
dress. for dinmer, e conld - nog el

whelher or o Lz da Rilva ol Ywonght
A alress suie with him, that heing ooe
af Lhe things e bad meant Looashg but

it cunlld ke little ditferenee, vither
way. Ba dress be il

The T Wiiekened shiring (e day, ol
it was da soine {troe before Ul Toe

fixeil Jegivald [eft s cal o stroet ar
arkked  the temaining
was natoditienll (e
il Lhe warden
wally and sas he reached the foucth of
{he. llunld. it opened while his haml wiaa
riised Lo m,. amd he coulld see Laein'a

dim

1iml, noer e [nn:\\u\

SHush! okhe said, Do ]H-l speak
now, b ix most nuble of yo .
. e took his owrem, hed him ing and
quivtly. faetemml the door. Uhe parden
was o smndl enongh o space, bt they
traversed it ~.Im\lv aml noiselossly: and
Leginall began lu T that Llis, was
kotreLhing more ik enlire than
any previous expericncee of lis life. They
elimbed . whort tight of mloue slops,

nul cnlered the Ttitee by a deor which
wloomd ﬂ.im:r, and then she gpoke apain.
“Phere is onoeab waitime”  she | raid,
WYL you turn up your \-n.\t collart P
yorr will do that, emd pull vour Tal o
Tittle forward, you will Lok raueh lika
my hrother”
e adid na he was bid, and they emergs
ed intn the lall, Tighled by & dim gase
jet. He now could sea thnt lairia wna
niready preparcd wilh lut and clulh
fho opened Lhe front door.




