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“] think they ure at the corner of the
square, to the left,” she whispered. *“Da
pot look in that directiou, but eoma
straight inte the cub. We gu to the
Cale Royal”

I'he dovr turned softly behind them,
wml Reginulil, his eyeq fixed rigidly on
the cab, valinntly yesivting a desperats
impulse to plunge iuto it headlong, de-
scoended the stepsy with wervous delibera-
tion. Truly this was an adventure at
dast.

He exprricnced a feeling of much re-
Jirt when they were safcly seated in the
‘enb and bowling along the atrects toward
Blvomsbury; bub he got little conversa-
tion from his companion, who seemed
nevvons and thoughtful. ke ventured a
duubt as to their being followed, but she
assnred him that her bruther had been
folluwed on such anr oceasion the pre-
vious evening, % little later, and surmised
that the ey must keep & cab within
call.  And to the suppestion that an ar-
wivul at the Cafe Royal at G o'clock would
b2 a litde auwkwurd, she replied that
there was a vory particular rensen for it,
which her Lrotier would explain in detail
when e had the Inppiness of personally
mecting Mr Drinkwuter, to whoma he
would be etevnally grateful.

Through Hart-street they turned into
New Oaford-straet, and so down Bhaftes-
bury avenne, s they neared Piceadilly
Ciyeus, ghe spoke pgain, ©1f you will
pay Lhe man through the ronf-door,” sha
sutd, = wo will not have to stand long at
the doer”

Rvwitald sdmired the mental alertness
that could suygeest this expedient to o
forvigner i ndon, and complied with
the sugae so that when the cab
pulied up hofore the Cafe Royal they lust
ne time in reaching the swing doors.
Reginald saw with some appreheusion
that anolhber esb stopped a little way
behind them; though, after all, with so
mauy other cnhs about it might not be
worth eonsidering.

The doovas swung behind them, ard
Reginald felt a furtber accession of con-
tilvure, What an alventure! .

Buk here he encountered surprise and
di~appointment. For Llucia turned to
hitn and said burriedly: “Oh, Alr Drink-
witer, I can mever repay you! How
Bruve you are! I lave beeu in terrilla
fear fur you =81l the way.: Perlaps I
ought uot 'to have hrought yeu, but thera
wix 16 other friend for my ilear brother-—
the brether [ love so welll Wil you pra-
i - here, and not show yourself
after dinner?  Till 9 o'clock®” i
fuinly—we must wait before dim-

WEe— W O——
“Thank wvou. oh, {hank you!™ she in-
pled 1 his haad, - “L must
Yeave you now—|[ must o at onee to my
brollisr.  There is o side-door here, T
know, into a little dark stveet; T shall
not be seen. 1 will sec yon, or write io
FoU Yery soull CGiond-bye,  my noble
frieml?

Aml with that she was goue, leaving
Reginald dumb and Blinking.  Se e stood
till it vevwrred that e was attricting at-
tention, which ipdeed G was.  Where-
upnn by stalked gloomily werosg the room
And Ao himself into a seat; and being
Twpelled to do sonething desperate, ha
oridered absinthe, which he did not like,
but which was the mnst desperate form
of refreshnent he could think of,

e sat alone and glowerrd aud minnked
cigaretles for an hour and a-half: a
periad of thne which suiliced 1o relieve
his disappeintinent and areuse his inter-
et in the very exeellent dinner. which
wae 1o followw.  And the excellent dinner
reconetled him to his cirenmstanrces se
far that lie L
on having very cleverly foiled a very
desporate gang of conspivators. He fell
10 worilering whken aml how he should
next liear of Lwria da Silva: and sn, nt
at a little past & o'vlock he made his way
T an foot, rather Letter satisfied with
Yim=clf, on the whale, than hr hind felt
nfter any other dinner he could remem-

selzin

Ler. For he had an idea that he had
At Hed bimself very well;, and in-
decd it was a jewsl of an adventure!

e mare next morning he endurad
thie wvirty of Mra Churcher after break-
Yast--the fog wig sven leavier to-day—
Tut there wos no caller,  Noane, indeed,
il the mfternoon, mnd then it was n
yuesenrer hoy, willh o letter—a  letter
wTitten on peented paper in vielet ink,
Bl woribhled e hurried!y that it was of.
{en ditienlt to separvale words and sen-
Teneen.  This done, it read thus: —

My Thran Triesn,-—

M¢ hrather and T ennmot thank yom
encugh for vour genernma kindners last
night, which, alasl Jdid not avail =o
effectually g8 we had hoped. The wateh-
Ing enriy wers, an you know, two; and

N tn comrorntulate himself .

it would seem that only one fullowed us,
leaving the other, ithe wnvall sliort mun,
to watich and eonfront my brother, This
led tu something which has altered our
plans, and mukes us ask you for ene
fuvour more. Wit you do it? Do not
refuse after such kindness as you have
shown. Will you go with a cab this
evening at about 8 to the house we have
left and bring away a large box?! Fa-
closed is & note for the lardhudy, who will
give you the box smd will hand you a
hasty note of imstructions 1 have left.
o not read that nofe until you are in
the eab and safely away with the box,
and do not let the cab stand at the house
longer than you ean help.

yon will understand that we huve been
ohliged to conceal it, This time you will
£ to the front door, of eourse. Send
me & note by this messcoger saying that
you will do this witheut fail.

Ever youra gratefully and hopefully,

LUCLA.

Here wis more food for Reginald’s ro-

mantie appetite, which was by oo means
sited yet, but vather sharpened by ex-
periende.
happened as the result of the encounter
of Luiz and bis enemy, and how the
plot stowd now. So be seut by the mes-
senyer a burrisd note that Lie would cer-
tainly and gladly do all that was asked
of him, and addressed him~elf to prepara-
tions, Such an adventure!

It was within a very few minutes of
6 that Reginald's eab—this time a four-
wheeler, beeause the box might be larga
rought Lim onee more to the house
jn Pentonville. There was some little
diffienlty in finding it for the fog had
Leen thickening all day. This he judged
an advantage as tegarded the removal
of the lLox—a thing, ne doubt, that
would be Letter done unobserved.

His knovk bLranght to the door n very
commonplace servant, wha- took the note
aud presently returned with another, ad-
dressed .in Lucia’'s handwriting to him-
self. Then rhe led him iante a side room
rird shortly indicated the box by a jerk
of the hand and a Ruggestion that he
would find it “pretty heavy.”

It was a Jarger hox than he had expect-
e, long and unwieldy. and more than he
eould earry by himeelf. So he ralled the
eabman, and they found it ho very eahy

anent,

i Aleo do not”
meution ont real name to the landlady—

He luuged to learn what had -

carrying together—the cabman, indeed,
growling furicusly.

The box safely mounted on the roof,
Reginuld lost no time in entering the cab,
giviug the cabman the first direction for
Fartingdon-road, that being the nearest
main road ke evuld think of at the mo-
After ap excruciating delay—the

cobman was ezasperatingly deliberata

- with his Tug—they moved off, and Reg-

inuld pulled vut his note of instructions,
1t was even more hurriedly seribbled, he
noticed, than the letter be had recvived
by the wmweswéitgsr-bey a few hours be-
fuore, the words runing on with scareely
a lift of the pen, and no punctustion at
nll. The streets were dark as well as
fogyry, aud he could only catch a g'impsa
on the paper now and again as they pass-
el 2 shop or an uncomumonly brighd
strect lamp, and one or two of the mors
legible words started out and vamished
again.  “Waterloo station™. was clear,
near the bottom and higher up “trou-
hle” *“dificulty,” and *“rewains.’” At
this lest word Reginald sat up with an
awful shork, ‘Renwming? What was in
that heavy box on thé roof?

At this moment the cab emerged into
& street so full of lighted shops ilat the
whole note berame plain;_ separating
words and sentenceas with some diffeulty,
this is what he read:—

“Korry to trouble, but difficulty with
smiall man caused. Troublesome thing.
We must remove remains in box. Trust
you implivitly. Bring to York Gate of
Waterloo station 6.30.7 -

What words can paint the comsterna-
tion of Reginuld Drinkwater as be read
this note? ‘We must Temove renning
in box!™ Thi=, then. was the event that
had altered their plans and eaused them
#tg ask one favonr more””

The encounter in the fog between Luiz
da Silva and his enemy had ended in the
death of the small man, and here was he,
Reginald Drinkwater, earrying the corpse
acrcss London in a cab!

The eallousness of the note, too! The

“difficulty” with the envall man had
eaused the trouble, and ft—or he—was
merely & “tronblesome thing!” A truly
southern contempt of human life?
" As he sat, amazed and confounded.. the
eab pulled up in Farringdqn-road, and the
driver, with growls from the box, invited
further instruetions. -

The interruption recalled Reginald ta
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- therep? .

sction. “The York Gute of Walerlos st ©
tion,” he suid, “as quick as you can get

For indeed this was all he could do.
They trusted him, he bad accepted the
trust awd had givea his word, though

. he lad never gueased what it invelved.

And, after all, he reflecfed, thia wes B
ditferent thing, far from murder; nothing
but simple wself-defemce. Theough that
conrideration, somehow, made very litils
ditference to the horror of fhe long box:
on the roof and what it held.

The cab erawled and thumped aned elat.
tered through the fog, and Reginaid
grn_yed for the fog to thickem and o

ide the ghastly bex from human sights
And thicken it did, so that after &
martyrdom of stopping and starting and
crawling through Farringdon-road, the
vehicle emerged from Ludgate Circus ta -
encounter an  inereasing blackness i
New Bridge-street, On it crept close by
the curb, and presently was lost in an
immensity of wist, wherein mothing
could be seen bui nebulous lights in dis-
tant random spots. They were making
acroxs tle end of Queen Victoria-street
for Blackfriars Bridge. . -

The voyage acrass this smoky ocean
secined to be the longest stretch of the
interminable journey. Once or twice
the lights of spme other vehirle neared
and faded again, and shouts came from
invicible depths; but the iraffic here-
about was sparse just now. XReginnld
Tuwd begun to  consider the possibility
that the cab was making circles amrong
the multitudinous crossings. of these re-
gions, wheu suldlenly the horse stwnbl.
el and fell in a heap.

_The cabman made
ef his rug and off
tlinly viaille hanling
and clearly audible cursing its emtire
Lady. The horse, for its own part,
seemed dizposed tn approve of the situa-
tion, and willing to accept the opportun-
ity for a prolonged rest. EBlows . and

one roll of it ouk
the box, and was
at his horse’s head

. shouts, it would scem to refiect, Were

much the same, lying or standing, and
lving was the easier position. Reginald's
terrors incrensed tenfold; there would
be a erowd and a policeman, and the
Jong box would be hauled down under
general observation; and iz his diserder-
ed memory the thing seemed now to
have looked 8o like a stumpy coffin thaf
he wondered he had not suspected it at

Hias arm s seiced wboos the clbow and Lucia slood before Mas



