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unpleasant incidents,” nor are they anxi-
ous to ece in print the "fusilade of silly
Interjections’” with which ditferent mein-
birs strive to enliven the proceedings.
In ancient times the greatest reverence
was pnid the stalues and images which
wure reported by the pricats to have
opened their montha and uttered oracles.
The oracular decirion was alone made
pullie. Similarly, mewhera of the Coun-
<il will be reported to ive moved their
lips, and their oraculur pronouncements
will be given to thie world minus the littls
nnplensant incidenis and fusilades of
eilly interjeetions that detract so much
frow the weiglt and dignity of the Del-
phic uttcrance. A reporter from a spec-
4ul Labour paper will be allowed to at-
tend the eetings, and we presuma his
report will be rigorously censored befora
At is ulloned to see the light of day.

>

The Price of Bread.

I'he Napier Master Bakers' Ansocintion
trivd to cutabich the eoupon system, but
aftor a short trial decided to abandom
it. It was unfortunate for them that
thry sflarted thie new rystem ab a tima
when it was necessary i{o increase the
price. Customers had been paying 33d &
louf, and the eoupons were issued at 3a.
e a dezen. Natuvrally, people objected
to paying more for a dozen coupons than
they had been poaying for the single loaf.
The price of bread hae now been reduced
again to 34d, and those who purchased
thie conpona gt the higher rale are to be
given a compensating allowance. Tho
conpou systent does not seem to have met
with general acerptance. Many peeoplo
had keen dealing with the pame trades-
men for years on moutlLly accounts, and
they resenled the idea that they must
pay for their bread in advance. Some
Lakers abandoned the coupon eyslem
alter the firat couple of days, alleging
ihat the time occupicd in firat selling and
then gelting back the coupons caused con-
sidernble delny, mnd involved overtime,
far which the empluyers had to pay. I#
cerfainly geems that if customers are
expeeied Lo puy in advance some aub-
stuntial eoneciaion in price shon'd be
made, but it is doubtful if the eoupon
aystem comld eyer be universally necepted
cwing {0 the dislike most peaple have to
Fuying for a thing before they get it.

K W i
Aun Indlina Problem,

Thwere sre few questions  thot cause
grender perplesity  fo our ruloa and
etatesmen in Indin than the best way
of dealing with barbarsus native customs
ihat are woven in with the Iindu reli-
gion.  Chillmardagze aud child-widows
prescat prollems that have hitherto baf-
fled all eforts of legislators fo solve. Ac-
cording to the code of Manu, eight years
af age is the minimum and twelve years
of age is the minimum and twelve years
for a high-caste girl. The carly mnar-
riapes naturally Tead to much widewheed,
and jt is caleulated that there aze 26 mil-
lions of widows in Tndia. A widow is
looked npon as an “inauspicicus” thing,
and her life is rcndered intolerabls in
every possible way, It wam with a view
of doing somelhing te mimister to thees
ehild-widows that the Mukti Mission waa
etarted, COver 1809 widows are mupport-
cd and eared for at the mienion at a cost
of aearly IGO0 & month, and an associa-
tion Laa been formed jn New Zenland for
the purpose of assisting in this humane
work. Mra Cleorge Mackenzie, of Queens-
town, the general secretary of the New
Zealand Auxiliary of the Mukti Mission,
hus  revently relurned from visiling In-
dia and England and the principal placea
en route, and whe has seoured a choica
gcleclion of Indizn and Oriental goodw.
These are to be sold for the benefit of the
Mission, The “Indian and Qriental
Baranr,” as it is called, atiracted great
altontion in Dunedin, and & similar
bazaar will be held in Auckland on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday of this weelk,
Not only is the object & thovoughly de-
sarving one, but & unique opportunity is
presented of aequiring rare and valuable
Eastern curios.

The Immigrant Maid

Petition to Parllament—Scarcity of Domestie Help

By Doz Toby.

The Decreasing Buapply.

ROAL all parts of the Dominion
comes the cry of the searcity of
domestic help, and a monater pe-

tition im to be presented to Par-
liament from the women of New Zealand
asking for & system of free immigration
for single young women suitable for do-
mestic gervice. From some totally ua-
explained cause girls seem ta prefer any
sort of work to house work, and they
are willing te work in & factory for
half the wages they would receive n a
private house. The demand for domes-
tic workers has of lute years atcadily
increased, whilst the supply of girls and
young women offertng for such work has
just as steadily diminished. The con-
sequence in that although pecple living
in the towns are not quite so badly off
a8 those in the country, yct both in town
and country there are numerous famil-
ies quite wnable to obtain any help, and
the titred wife and mother las to do all
her own work and drag along as best
&le can. Sometimes the husband helps o
Wit, mnd the men are gatting gnite
adepls at eocking and warhing up, but
& man who is working all day cannuot
bo expected to do more than get break-
fast and polish the stove in the morning
and wash up the day's dishes al night.

Thoe Woman’s Burdea,

Tt fs on the women folk that the main
burdea of colonial life mnst fall, A
young girl gets married and just at first
finds & pleasure in looking after her new
home. But with the years come in-
creasiug cares, and the youug mother
connot look afier her house and care for
her bairns unaided without her health
suffering. She in married, perhaps, to a
man jn the professional walka of life angd
she hap certain social duties tc perform,
{!alla must be paid wnd received, the
claiues of society must be met, and there
Ave two or three little mites at home
to be washed and fed and dreased. It
1s mot merely the cooking and keep-
ing the house and tha children {tidy,
ihera 1 alwaya the spectre of “Black
Monday,” when the family washing and
sroning has to be done, And the brave
Jittle woman tacklea it all, and alwaya
wears n gmile and gives a welcome to
her friends, and trics to hide from hee
busband how tired ehe feels, Tt is
only when she ia alone, and her back
is aching and her head swinming, that
gho will sit down before Ler pile of
dishes and pots, or her stack of liaen
waiting to Le ironed, and she will huve
what she would call a good ery. And
ilie man never knewa or never thinks,
he gives ler all the reward she needs
it he pranisen her cooking or approves
Ber nattinesa, 1f he doea know, or if
he does think, he curses the day when
he came to a country where womnen,
geaily bora and bred, are condemned at
marviage te a life of household drmd-
gery and toil,

The Effect on Health,

But there is another arpeet of the
case that ls yot mere serious. It i3 a
well-known fact that the health of
women in this country is eften meriously
affecled by the hardshipa te which they
are subjected.  Any niedieal man  will
bear out the aasertion that certain kinds
of femnle ailments are more common
here than at Home. This cannot bui
affect the birth-rate and {le physiqne
ol aucceeding generations. The guesation
i3 not merely one that concerns the
comfort of the well-to-do classes; it in
& national question, and concerna tha
whole ecommuanity. Home married cauples,
in despalr al getting any hooselicld help,
give up hourckeeping and iake to living
in boarding-houses; others neglect their
ohildren; often a wife will break down
under the strain, and become & chronic
invalid. The woman who is constantly
worried by the double tie of mother-
lLiood and housework is apt to develop
a qrernlona temper, and the whele home
eullery in conmequence,

Need for Immigration,

Whatever may be #aid as ragards
immigratlon for other ¢clasees of workers,

there can be no doubt as to the demand
that exista for domeatio helps.  Any
registry office jn the Domivion counld
fiud places for double the nuwmber of
thess who mpply. 1f mettlers live away
from the main centres of population, no
amount of money will tempt girla te
enter iheir service. Each of cur four
large towna could absorb over a hundred
donleatio immigrants & month, and still
leave muny vacancies unfilled. 'The
country distrlets could absorb a atill
larger number. But the girls are not
ta be had. Burely a Governmeng which
deslees to see the country setiled should
not only speud money on roads and
bridges, but should also be willing to
bring to our ahores young women, who
as domestic helps first and wives and
mathers afterwarda will do more than
any road or any bridge to promote the
comfort and welfara of our homes and
the conscquent settlement of our land.

A Hindrance to Eettlement,

For many a young fellow hesitates to
go on the land because he knows what
it meana for hla young wife, Away from
the varied reereation of city life, she is
further iselated by mnot being able ta
aceure any help in her houschold dutics,
Zhe is left absolutely alone ail day whilst
her busband iz af work, and in good
health and bad health she has to struggle
through her day's work absolutety un-
aided. TFor no matiter how kind the
istresa, ue matter how healthy the
district, no matter how high the wages
offered, girls absolutely will not go to
places in the country. And the men,
knowing this, prefer to take positions
near town, whers there is some chance
of help for their wives, to taking up
land whera tlheir wivey will be doomed
to perpeiual isolation and unending
drudgery.

S5ign the Petitliom,

It behowes everybody to assist by al
means in their- power those who are
trying to get the Government to move
in this matter. The petition, a copy
of which is subjoined, should ba eigned
by every woman in the Dominion wha
hae the welfave of her native land at
heart. It is not a petition fzrom any cna
class; it i3 not a petilion that seeka
{0 lower wages. Tt iz a matter that
concerns our homes, our wives, our littla
ones. It is, above all, & matter that
colucerns ©ur mational! well-being, ‘for
the natior ultimalely rests on mother-
heood, and motherhood zests on health
and strength. There are, of course, other
ways of remedying in pome small measnro
4he searcity of domestic help, but of
theze I must ixeat next week. The main
remedy ab present lies in doing all in
our power to attract to our shores
immigrants able and willing to under-
take domeatie dulies,

The Petition.

The petition runs as follows;—

To the Honourable the Speaker and Meom-
bers of the House of Representatives
in Parliament Aszembled,

The Petition of the undersigned, women
of the Dominion of New Zealaind, Bnmbly
sheweth:—

1. That your Petitioners atq women of
the Dominion ¢f New Zealnpd «ver the
age of twenty-one yeare,

2. That your petitioners deaire to ing
under the notiee of Parliameat the fact
ihat there has been for mome yruvs paat
a great decreana n the number of pgirly
and single young women offering them-
selves for domestio service consequent
upon s Qisinclination on their part to
follow such avocation, and this condition
of things haa becn rendered maore acute
owing to the increasing demand for wao-
men workers in ¢ur manufaeturing indus-
tries as 3 result of the coming into opera-
tion of the Preferential Taritf.

3. That though for some {ims past
there has also been an increasing de-
mand for domestio workers, thers has,
owing t¢ the facta Rbove mentionad, been
RN ever decremning supply of girls and
young women offering for such work.

4. That your petitioners are of opinion
1lipt never in the history of New Zealand
Las the want of strong, sble and willing

domestic workers been so proncunced &S
at the prescot time,

6. Thut by reason of the premised
numbers of women and mothers of the
Dominion are daily ealled upon to bear
burdens almast too heavy to bhe borne.

8. That your patitioners are of opinion
that it the condition of thinga complained
of continue unremedied, a gerious menaeq
to the Lealth of the women of our land
w#ill be oceasioned, a further decline in
the birth-rats of the Dominlon may re.
eult, an dthe prysique and upbringing of
#ucceeding generations may be detriment-
ully affected.

7. That not only Ia the health of the
women of the Duminion and their chil-
dren affected or threatencd by reason of
the conditions obtainable, but in many
tasen the peace and happiness of the home
are sericusly uffected, and your petitiom
ers are aware of numbers who have al-
Teady given up housekeeping by veasen of
the matiers complained of, and they view,
with apprehension the future of the home
life of the country.

B. Your petitioners would point cub
that it 1s not ihe wealthy or well-to-da
classes who suffer the most acutely by
reason of the dearth of domestic work-
era aa the members of such class can b
reason of their position obtain domestia
workera by holding out inducements of in.
ercaded Balary and other privileges and
conditions which the majority of the
housewives of the couniry find it impos-
sible to concede. ’

9. Your petitioners strangly disavow,
any intention of objecting to the presenti
standard of wages for domestic WOTKerd,
or of sugmesting the edoption of any;
measure which might directly or indi-
rectly have the effect of reducing such
wagea which your petitioners regard as
one of the chiel attraetions to the immis
grant, .

10. Your petitioners are aware that
settlers even slightly remioved from oen~
tres of population fnd it in numerous
cased impoasible to  precure that help
which is essential in the case of a mothes
with a young family,

_ 1. Your petitlonera would aleo empha-
gisa the fuct disclosed by the Registrar-
General's returns that there wers on the
31st March, 1004, 61,000 more males than
femcles in the Daminlon. L

12. Your petitionera are of opini('m
that the grievances under which 89 many,
of the Wemen of the Domiuion labour;
equld be remedied, # not entirely re-
moved, by the Government adopling for
8 time a system of free immigration for |
single young women suitable for domestio
garvice.

13. Your peiltioners are aleo of the
opinion that the free immigration of
strong, willing and able single womon of
good character, ewm if without previous
experience in domestio mervice, would at
once prove of great benefit to numbera of
over-worked mothers and women of the
Dominion, while such a movement, by
reason of the girla ultimately marrying
and settling in the country must make
for the closer eeitlement and future
prosperity of our land.

Your petitionera  therefore
pray—

{n) That the grievances uwnder whick
your petitioners labour imnuy receive the
careful consideration of the Monourable
Menibers of the House of Representatives,

(b) That sieps may smmedlately be
taken by the Govermment of the Domin-
ion to establish a eyatem of froe immi-
graliom from the Uniled Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland for gingle
young women of good health and charae-
ter, who are snitable for and willing ta
follow the calling of domestlo zeryice.

{¢) That with the view of obtaining =
class of single young women szitable tothe
requirementa of the Dominion, the Gov-
ornment establish boreaux, and that sucH
be placed under women of experlence, in-
timately acquninted with the conditicn of
things here obtaining, and with a proper
knowledge of the descriptlon of the futurs
coloniet required.

:;lg That such young women, when se-
leeted, ba placed under suitable and effi-
cient matrons immediately prior to ems
barkation, and remain under such super-
vision dwuring the voyage and after ar-
rival in the Nominion, until such time am
puitable ponitiona have been found for
them.

And your petitionsrs, as in dufy bound,
will ever pray, ete,

Continuatign sheets for signature inm
connection with the above can be cbtained
on application  to *The Editor, * the-
‘Graphic,’ Auckland” The petition may
also e meen at J. H. Upton and Cog
bookacilers, or Milne and Choyce, ugeRe -
street, Auchland, R

bumlbly,



