
TURF GOSSIP

By WHALEBONE.

RACING FIXTURES.

May 12 13—Egmont Racing Club.

May 12, 13—Ashburton County Racing

Club. .

May 22, 24—North Otago Jockey “ üb"

Nay 22, 24—Takapuna Jockey Club.

Nay 22 24—Wanganui Jockey Club.

June 3 '4—Dunedin Jockey Club.

June 3, 4—Olakl Maori Racing Club.

June 3, 5. o—Auckland Racing Club.

June 18, 17—Hawke’s Bay Jockey Club

June 16—Hawke’s Bay Steep.echase.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Bogey.—Mahlnga. 8.13; Glenora, 8.11.

Only five more days’ racing to complete

the local racing season.

Mr E J. Watt recently disposed of a

full-brother to Moriarty for lOOgs.

S. Morrow is now superintending the

training of the Eton—Sunshine filly bune-

tOß.

The Multiform filly Roselike has injured

one of her knees, and is now under veter-

inary treatment.

The Eton gelding Rarata is to be treated

to a spell, and will not be seen out again
during this season.

Several would-be purchasers are after the

Explosion horse Don Hannibal, but, so far,
no business has resulted.

The two-year-olds, Indian Chief and Hy-
perion, are to be given a spell at their

owner’s place for a few months.

The Taranaki Jockey Club anticipate
effecting « number of important improve-
ments to their course at any early date.

The Australian rider J. Kiliorn easily

beaded the list of winning jockeys in India

last season.

The Soult horse Grenadier has been with-

drawn from all engagements at the Taka-

puna J.C. Winter Meeting.

Koss Heaton has shifted his quarters,
find has taken over John Rae's stables, until

recently occupied by C. Weal.

The Hawke's Bay Cup winner Tangt-

(noana was purchased by her present owner,

Mr. D. Buick, M.P., for 50gs.

A number of private watches made Pro-

vocation’s time in the Manawatu Stakes

2-5 s faster than that recorded oflieially.

The Kempton Park Great Jubilee Handi-

cap, in which three American horses figure

at the top of the handicap, Is decided to-

day.

The winner of -the Malden Handicap at

the recent Marlborough meeting, Twinkle,

was made themedium of a big commission

in Auckland.

The yearling full brother to Achilles,

iwhlch realised 475gs at the Sydney yearling
Bales, Is spoken of as likely to turn out a

worthy relative of his Illustrious brother.

A number of the ponies that have been

Competing at the Wellington Pony and

Galloway Meetings have been shipped to

(Sydney.

Maharanul and Lyrist, both of which are

engaged in the Great Northern Hurdle

Race, are reported to be both doing a solid

preparation at Hawera.

Double betting has already started on the

Great Northern Hurdles and Steeplechase,
but the prices on offer at present are hardly

likely to lead to much business.

The geldings Leo and Keep Step are now

in work at Ellerslie, under the charge of
T. A. Williams. It is understood the pair
are to be tried at the illegitimategame.

The mishap to Moral will probably end
the racing career of the son of The Possible.
Moral is such a fine, big, and handsome
horse, that he should make a useful sire.

It would be interesting to know the
amount the inquiries instituted by the Avon-
dale Joekey Club last September will cost
before the cases are finally disposed of

by the Conference.

It le rumoured that business other than
the appeal cases of N. Cunningham and
Royal Boult will occupy the attention of
the judges of the N.Z. Racing Conference
(Then they meet this evening.

The committee of the South Australian
Jockey Club has passed a resolution in-
structing the judge to in future place four
horses in all important races. The practice
obtains at both Flemington and Caulfield.

A. Fergus returned to Sydney by the
Victoria on Monday, taking with him Rosie
Wilkes and 0.Y.0., which competed un-

successfully at the various trotting meet-

ings in and around Auckland during the

season.

Matters are rather quiet at Ellerslie at
present, and, beyond steady work, there is

practically nothing doing. Several horses
have been schooled during the week, but
there has been nothing of note to record.

S. Reid, who was disqualified for twelve
months by the Wellington Racing Club last

January, has been granted permission to

work in a stable. He is not, however,
allowed to ride work.

The Canterbury Joekey Club are usually
the first to introduce innovations Into rac-

ing, and their latest move is Introducing e.

rule compelling all cross-country horsemen

to wear skull caps when riding in jumping

races.

D. Moraghan returned from the South by

the Main Trunk express on Saturday, with

Master Soult and Elysian, 'both of which

have been competing at the Wellington,
Manawatu, and Hawke's Bay meetings.

Mr U. Shannon, of Wellington, acting on

behalf of Mr E. B. Bell, of Melbourne, has

purchased Moriarty from Mr E. J. Watt,

for, it is stated, SOOgs. The son of Mer-

riwee is to be shipped to bls new home
to-morrow (Thursday).

The gelding Wairakau, which has been

off the scene for some time, is now an in-

mate of S. Hodge’S stable. Hodge, who is

very painstaking and reliable, is getting
a big string together, and has now eight
horses under his care.

Messrs Ryan and De Groen, the owners

of Cachuca, have been advised that the son
of Leolantls is again amiss, and will have
to be treated to a lengthy spell. This is
bad luck for his owners, as it was confident-

ly thought Cachuca would have run pro-
minently in the big jumping events in Aus-
tralia this season.

The American colt Sir Marlin was some-

what extensively backed for the English
Derby early last month. Sir Marlin had

been doing what was required of him very

well, so his connections thought they would
take the fairly good odds offered.

A recent issue of the Opotiki "Herald”

contains some very severe strictures on the

meetings held lately in that district, and

if only half what it states is true, the Met-

ropolitan committee ought to at once order

an inquiry into the circumstances.

In the Borough Handicap, on the con-

cluding day of the Manawatu meeting, in

which she was beaten by Nicotine, Sir

George Clifford’s filly Flitaway started one

of the hottest favourites yet saddled up

for a handicap race in New Zealand.

The St. Paul horse Tanekaha, which is

owned down New Plymouth way, is now

under T. A. Williams’ charge at Ellerslie.

The trainer named has evidently recon-

sidered bis expressed Intention of retiring
from the game, and has now a large team
under his supervision.

The Finland geldingBobrikoif, in winning
the Porangahau Handicap on the opening

day of the Hawke’s Bay J.C. meeting, put
up a performance in keeping with his great

reputation, but the mueh-®oomed one out

a sorry figure In the Burke Stakes on the

second day, and finished absolutely last.

The V.R.C. committee has just allowed

an absurdity in the way of nomenclature.

Primaver a has been changed to Arevamirp.

The "BAustralaslan” pertinently says:
‘•After this atrocity the committed may be

expected to approve of any change of

name. But do these changes come before

the committee, or does some clerk In the
office sanction them?”

The victory of Provocation in the

Hawke's Bay Stakes last Thursday is fur-

ther evidence that Mr. Bldwill possesses in

the son of Birkenhead probably the best

two-year-old seen out for years. According
to the telegraphed account. Provocation

eimply played with the opposition, winning

as he liked. Provocation has started on

10 occasions this season, winning six of his

engagements, being three times second, and

once third.

In answering a correspondent a Welling-
ton writer soys: "The statement you saw
In print that tßobrlkoff was the best horaa
In Australasia' should not be taken too

Beriouely. It was, perhaps, an outburst of

eirtbueiasm which ■ume fvßowers of the

game seem liable to break forth Into. It
certainly appeared a bit extravagant In the
iigibt of several performances this season

trt Randwick and Flemington.”

Mr. J. E. Hen-rys would appear to be get-

Ing into hot water alt round with owners

over hts adjustments, and, follow liig on the

complaint lodged by Mr. E. J. Watt, at

Manawatu, comes word of a similar com-

plaint by the Hon. J. D. Ormond in con-

nection with the Canterbury J.C. Autumn

Meeting. The Hon. J. D. Ormond is such

a good sportsman that one Inclines to the

opinion that the case must be one out of

the ordinary, and it will be Interesting to

hear -the sub-committee’s (to which It has

been referred) report on the question.

In order to comply with the requests
from provincial racing institutions for the

services of stipendiary stewards, the A.J.C.

propose to license from time to time a cer-

tain number of officers to act in that capa-
city at the race meetings of such country
clubs as may requisition for them. The

minimum rate of remuneration has been

fixed at £5 5/ per racing day, and ordinary

expenses, payable by the club employing
them, but no definite salary is guaranteed.

John Porter, the well-known English
trainer, will soon visit America for the first
time. He is mainly occupied now with

managing the Newbury racecourse. Porter

has trained seven Derby winners, three

Oaks winners, six winners of the Two

Thousand Guineas, and two winners of the

One Thousand Guineas. In his career be

has won more than £BOO,OOO in stakes and

other races for his various employers. Or-

monde and Isonomy were two of the best

horses he trained. He always speaks of

the first-named as “the horse of the cen-

tury.”

One by one the "old school” are passing

away, and it is with regret I have to record

the death of Mr. W. Knight, who for many

years framed the handicaps for different

clubs around Auckland, and more particu-
larly for the Takapuna J.C. A few years

ago Mr. Knight went to England, intending

to reside there, but, as he expressed it, “be

was like a fish out of water,” and returned

to the Dominion. He was never the same

after the trip, and gradually drifted out

of 'the game, and, unfortunately, bis last

houi-s were not spent under as favourable

circumstances as could be wished.

It has been hinted from Melbourne that

during the next session of the Victorian

Parliament another effort will be made to

■legalise the totalisator tn that State.

Backed up by the committees; of numerous

country clubs who are strongly in favour of

it, the Introduction of the machine on to

the racecourses of the Southern State is

beginning to be spoken of as something

more than a remote possibility; but the

opposition of the anti-everything brigade,
in addition to that of those who are quite
satisfied with the bookmaking system of

speculation, looks as if it will be difficukt

to overcome.

Savs a Hawke's Bay writer: "Track

watchers are all of the one opinion, and

■that is that North Head, for a novice, is

one of the best exponents of the art of

timber topping that has been seen for many

a day on the preparing grounds at Hastings.

If all that is said is 'true about Birken-

head’s son's capabilities over the obstacles,

a sorry time will be ahead of the opposition
who take on the task of meeting him at

t'he lepping business.” North Head made

a successful debut on the opening day of

the Hawke's Bay J.C. Autumn Meeting,

but, though he won handsomely, the field

he defeated was not a high-class one, and

It would be probably as well if oue waited

for further developments before hailing him

as a champion.

After trials and re-trials, the now famous

Royal Soult case has been disposed of, and

the decision of the Avondale Jockey Club In

regai-d to the horse and owner has been

■upheld. It was common talk that a sworn

declaration had been made that the horse

was stuffed prior to the race unknown to

the owner, but evidently the judges did not

place much reliance on this declaration, as

they give it as their opinion that the horse

was fraudulently prevented from winning
the iNihotapu Handicap with the full know-

ledge of the owner. As regards the rider

(M. Ryan), the decision of the Avondale

Club was reversed, the judges not being

satisfied as to whether he was a party to

the stopping or not. The Cunningham case

has been referred back to the Auckland

Racing Club for further evidence.

The victory of Waipuna In the Elder

Stakes, South Australia, last Saturday,
would point to the fact that the son of

Soult must be back to his very best form.

Mr Lyons, who purchased Waipuna for

470gns, took him to Australia, but had no

luck with him. and, after several disap-

pointments, and acting on advice, let him

go at auction at BOOgns. Before he was

handed over Mr Lyons offered the purchas-
er, Dr. Bennett, £2O not to take him, but it

was not accepted, and It would probably
be In the latter gentleman's colours that he

won his race. The field that Waipuna beat

Included Trafalgar, the hero of the. A.J.C.

Autumn Meeting, so that it will be seen

that he had no easy task on band. The

Soult gelding claims an engagement in the

Adelaide Cup to-day, in which he is weight-
ed at 8.10.

On the first day of the Wellington Racing
Club’s Autumn Meeting, a number of forg-
ed totalisator tickets were put into the

machine after the Railway Handicap won

by Mon Ami, and the club was victimised

to the extent of over £6O. It would ap-

pear that some unstamped tickets had been

stolen after a previous meeting, and care-

fully saved for the occasion. The cul-

prits must have then gone to the counts

armed with a patent rubber printing
apparatus, and, as soon as they discov-
ered the code for the winner of the seventh
race, they put the type together and stamp-
ed the tickets, eventually presenting theta
for payment. The forgery is said to have
l>ecn very emde, antf the light must have
been bad at the pay-out window when the

tickets were cashed. The trouble was

discovered by the totalisator people In the

evening, and the detectives were on the
look-out for offenders on the second day
of the meeting, but so further attempt was
made to break the totatlsator fund. De-
tectives also watched the machine on both
day , at the Manawatu Racing Club’s meet*
Ing, but without result.

A Press Association tel.grsm states the
judges appointed by the Racing Conference
—Sir George Clifford and Messrs George
Hunter and J. W. Abbott—have had two
appec « before them They have remitted
the Cunningham case to the Auckland
Metropolitan Committee for the considera-
tion of fresh evidence, which had not been
produced at the previous bearings by them
In the Royal Soult case, the judges’ deci-
sion is as follows:—“In the matter of the
appeal by Samuel George Lindsay owner
of the horse Royal Soult, and Mark Ryan,
jockey, against the decision of the Auck-
land Metropolitan Committee endorsing the
disqualifications Imposed by the Avondale
Joekey Club, the judges are of opinion
that the horse Royal Soult was. with the
knowledge and consent of the owner,
Samuel George Lindsay, fraudulently pre-
vented from winning the Nihotapu Handi-
cap, run on the second day of the Avondale
Jockey Club’s Spring Meeting, 1908. Plie
evidence Is not decisive whether he was
so prevented by an overfeed administered
by one William Jones, as alleged by him,
or by being deliberately pulled by the
jockey, Mark Ryan, though the many cir-
cumstances seem to Indicate that the con-

fession of William Jones was conclusive as
between himself and Samuel George Lind-
say. The judges feel compelled to give
Mark Ryan the benefit of their doubt as to
the method adopted In stopplug the horse.
They therefore confirm the endorsement
by the Auckland Metropolitan Committee
of the disqualification by the Avondale
Joekey Club of Samuel George Lindsay and

the horse Royal Soult for two years, but
reverse the decision of the said club as

regards the disqualification of the jockey,
Mark Ryan. They call the attention of the
Auckland Metropolitan Committee to the

evidence given in this case by William
Jones, and recommend that he be disquali-
fied for life. They order the deposits of tb»

appellants to be refunded.’’

+ + +

TURF TALK FROM THE SOUTH.

CHRISTCBURCH, Friday.
Wet weather is again interfering with

training operations at Riccarton. and the
tracks are very heavy. Several of the local
candidates with engagements at Ashburton

and Oamaru have been getting through ser-
viceable tasks, and there has also been a

fair amount of jumping. There is a dearth

of cross-country horses all over the South

Island, and unless Northern owners give
libera] support, the prospects for the Grand
National Steeplechase do not look by any

means healthy.
The well-known North Otago breeder and

sportsman, Mr. St. John Buckley, has horses

In training at Wellington, Riccarton, and

Oamaru. It is understood he will retain AIJ

Red as a sire when the son of Madder
closes his turf career.

Practically all of the Riccarton trainers,
with the exception of the Chokebore stable,
have completed the breaking In of their

yearlings, and a fair number of them are

to be seen •around the roads daily.

Canterbury owned horses had a good inn-

ings at the Forbury Park Raving Chib's

meeting on Wednesday, half the events

fiiHing to their lot.
Rumour says that the owner of All Red

has again been tempted to part with the

sterling horse—-this time from Victoria—but
he refused to entertain any offer.

By winning the H.B. Stakes yesterday.
Provocation brought his stake winning total

to £2500. Multiform’s £2761 still stands
ns a two-year-old record, but Provocation
has beaten Mensehikoff’s hitherto second

best by £5.
H. Goodman has secured the boxes at

Landon stables, Oamaru, which are leased

by Mr. Evans from Mr. S»t. John Buckley.
Mr. Buckley has Master Alix and Royal

'Plumes in work under the charge of J.

Unsay. Both these horses are s-tabled at

Redcastle. Master A4ix recently got hung
up In a wire-fence, and inflicted several bad
cuts on one of his hind legs.

The usual monthly committee meeting of

the Canterbury Jockey Club was held on

Tuesday afternoon, when a good deal of

Important business was transacted. ®ir

Geo. Clifford and Mr. F. U. Pyne were ap-
pointed to represent the club at the racing
conference.

It was decided to move the following now

rule at the raehig conference: "That when

any licensed trainer or joekey be called be-

fore stewards or committee of any club

end punished, reprimanded, or warned, a

report of the proceedings shall be sent to

the metropolitan committee, who shall for-

ward it to the secretary of the raving con-

ference, such report to be entered in a

book kept for the purpose, to be open for

inspection by the officials of any club.’’

It was resolved that in future no rider

in steeplechases or hurdle races shall be

weighed out unless wearing a skull cap. It

was decided to pay second dividends in

future when six or more horses started in

« race.

A complaint from the Hon. J. D. Ormond

regarding the handicapplug of bls horses at

Riccarton, and an explanation from the

handicapper, were left to a sub committee

to report on.

It was decided to build a caretaker s cot-

tage near the entrance gate.
Thu programme committee's report recom-
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