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Sports and Fastimes.

———=. |

FOOTBALL,
RUGHY,

EAUTIFUL weather favoured the
opening of the Rugby season in
Auckland on Baturday. The
game does not scem so popular

this year, sud seldom bhas it Dbeen
ushered in so quielly. Among the more
imypertant games the results were:—
University defented Newton by 10 poinis
to nil; Ponsonby, last year’s champions,
beat Grafton by 20 pointe t¢ nil; and
North Bhore puffered defcat by City, the
Iatter sroring 32 pointa to the Shoreites’
pil. In the second grade the results
were: Ponscnby 18 v. Novth Shore nil;
City 23 v. University nil; Parnell 23 v.
Grafton 8; Marist Brothers B v, Newton
nil, -

Whangarel.

The Pngby searon opened on_ Satnrday
At Kensington Park, with a mateh Lelween
Kirlpaka aud Middle Flarbour. The latter
teant lacked combinatlon, and were eazily
outclassed by kiripaka, who woo by 14
points tu zll

Pacraon,

The football ccmpetitions under the aus-
pleca of the Poeron Ruzby Union were con-
ttnued on Suturday aftermovn, when Eaost
and suburbs tried conclusions, the latter
wiuning by 3 points {a penaity goal) to nll.
F. Rlck!t kicked the goal for Subwrrba, Mr
W. Acore gave every Batisfaction am re-
feree,

Thames.

“he Thames footbnll sesson oprned on
Ralorday, whea Cousty and Soburba met,
1he game resulting in a wie for the forier
bty B points to 3, the wiuners lLaving the
hest of the game throughout. in the
janior divisign, the gome between Connt
aud Suburbe was alse won by County by
puints te nil

Corcmandel, -

The first football mateh of the meason,
Coeromandel v, 01d Cerowmandel Boys, fronm,
Auckland, was played on Saturday aftes.
noon ia the Xathlesn pacddock, Corgmandel,
an} after o very interesting aud {ast gaine,
Tesulted In A victory for the local team by
23 poiuta 1o 8,

Waihl

City 2y DProt Byeburhs  (nli).

¥ Foughin
pcored a ity for the winnens,

Hawhc's Bay, ’

Rovers (£) Leat OId Roys (),
Ahurlrt (24) bent Napler R,
Athletic (£} beat Dirales Uy
Pakipakl W) Leat ia Ora (ull),

Manawatm:.
Felidlng (1E) beat CId Boye 12}
Hiatea (7) beat Palmerston ).

Wellington,

"Athletic (5} beat Wellington (oll).
Foneke (§) beat Petone (3).
Yletorin Cellege (nil) drew with Southera

0.
Orlental (G) beat R Jamex (7).
Metroae 121} beat Old Boya (§).

Christchurch,

wfervale (1) beat Chri!tehurel‘l H
Bydenbain (6) Leat Linwood tnil); Old m',sy)i
:1!2 beat Canierbury Ceilege (8); Alblon

Fe.

Otago.

Houthern, 17, beat Unlversity, 8.
Dunedin,' 11, 'beat Talerl Hovers, ‘3.

Aport Chalmers, 14, Deat Uslon,” 4.

p ambra a2 at Zingurl Rich 3
Flrates, 8‘, beat Kalkoral, 3. chmend, 8

i ELearned Bomething. o
" The Xangaroos {the professicnal Ru
tearn which recently lo’:ued England) g;:.'r_
feated & New Bouth Wales team by 94
points to 8 lost week. The retnrved team
wera cleverer in all departments of pisy,
showing that their visit to England had
greatly improved them im the finer points
of the game. — .-

NORTHERN UNION,

. Presa Axsoclation eable from Bydney
states that the receutly returned touri
team, "The Kanparoow,'' defeated the pic!
of New South Wales by 43 io 10.

ASSOOCIATION.

Bome Intcresting games were played
on Baturday, when the Auckland cham-
pionship matches under Association rules
wera continued. Im tha first dlvision,
Corinthians were victoricns over ile Cale-
donians by 3 gozls to 1; W.¥Y.M.I. beat
Ponsonby 2 to mil; and Y.M.C.A, (2
goals) were defeated by North Shore (3
goals}. Among the second division, wing
wera recorded by Tabernacle and United,
who defeated Carlton and Corinthians
Tespectively.

AUSTRATLIAN GAME.

The {foltowera of the Australian game
opened the season on Saturday in Auck-
land. Mount Raskill beat Eden by 61

intsa to 31 points, and the Newton-
ﬁperial match ended in favour of New-
ton by 67 points to 16.

CRICHKET,

THE AUSTRALIAN XI.
ENRGLAND.

IN

Programme of Matches,

AMAY.

&. v. Nottlnghamshire, at Nottingham.
10—¥. Nerthamptonshire, st Nerthamptom
13—v. Essex, at Leyton.
17—v. Surrey, at the Oval.
20—y, M.C.(%, nt Lord’s
21+—v. Oxford Unlversity, at Oxford.
27._-FIRST TEST MATCH, at Blrmingham.
81—v. Lelcestershire, at Lelcester.
JUNDE.

B—y, Cambridpe Unlversity, at Cambridge.
#—v. Hampshire, at Sonthampton. L
10—v. Somerset, at Bath, -
14. RECOND TRST MATCH, at Lord'a. -
17—V¥Yacnmwt (probably Scotland). R
21—v. Yorksllice, at Brafdford.
24 5. Tancashire and Yorishlre, at Maone

chester. K N
28—v. Heotland (Ewo days), at Edizbargh

JOLX.

1—TUTRD TEST MATCH, at Leecds,
5 —v. Warwickshire, at Birminghany
B—v., Worcertersilre, 8t Worcestaoy,
12—v. Gioucestershire, at Tristol,
13—v. Burrey, at the Oval.

19 . Yorkshire, ot ShefMeld.

22—v. Derbyshire, at Derby

2¢- FOURTH THEST 3.!.!’1"CH, &t Man-
chester.

29—v. Yorkshire and Lancashire, at Full

AUGEST. M

2—w. Bouth Wales, a¢ Cardiff,
#—v. Lancashire, nt Liverpool.
9—FIFTH TEST MATCH, at the Oval.
13—v. Wezt of Englaugd (Devon, Corawall,
elc.), at Exeter.
. lgucestershire, at Cheltenbam,
Kent, nt Canterbury.
Mlddleserx, at lord's,
Russex, at Brighton,
M.c.0., a3t Lord's,

SEPTEMRER,
. Essex, at Leyion,
An Engiand BEleven (Mr, Bimford’s),
at Uttoxeter.
9—Fcarborough Festlval, at Scarhorough
A3~ v. Fouth of England, at Hastlngs,

The First Wia.

* The tour of the Australlana com-

menced auspiciously with the defeat of

Notts by an innings and eix runs,
Followiug are the scores:—

NOTTINGHANM.—1st Innings.

A, O. Jones, mot out ....,.,... 125
(. Gunn, b Armsirong ... 0
J. Hardstaff, b Armatrong 7
JF. Guon, b Cotter ...,. 37
W. Payton, b Cotter ........ eee. 12
&F. Yremonger, o Carter, b Whitty ... 7
C. James, ¢ Trumper, b Whitly .. 1]
E. Alleteon, b Q’Connar .......... 1
T. Oalen, ¢ Carter, b Armairong .« &
‘A, Hallam, b Armstrong ,. T ]
I. Wans, b Arwmsirong . -.s a1

Bundries  siiiiiisreineenn 8

Total  wicvivivinvarrnnranas 238

. Bowling Analyuin: Cotter took two
wickets for 73 rune; Armsirong, five for
66; Whitty, two for 42; Laver, none for
21; OrConuor, tne for 38, Noble, nona
for 5. S e - -

1909

AUSTRALIA.—Fimt Innings,
M., A. Noble, o Jonea, b Wess .. ..., 4
W. Bardsley, o Qates, b Wass, .
H, Carter, Ibw, b Hallam ...... :
H. E. Gregory, o Janes, b Wasn .,.q4 £
V. Trunmper, b Hallam ... P 2 Y
Y. Ranaford, lbw, b Wass ......., 4
W. W. Armatrong, not out ........ 104
A, Cotter, a Alletson, b Hallam ,.,. 23

F. Laver, b Hallam ...... cere 17
J. ’Counor lbw, b Haliam .. w8
J. Whitty, b Hallam i ]

Bundriea

rrrrrriErar e « 10

Total ......... L -1 1]

lBow]ing Analysia: T. Wasa, tock four
wicketa for 107; A. Hallum, aix for 144;
J. Iremonger, none for 73; John Gunn,
none for 42; J. Hardataff, none for ]l‘

NOTTINGHAM.—Second Tnnings.
A. Q. Jones, ¢ Armstrong, b Whitty 30

Geo, Gunn, e sub., b Noble ...... ..o 22
J. Hardstafl, b Armstrong .. _..... 25
J. Iremonger, ¢ Whitty, b O'Counor 4
J. Gunm, o sub., b O'Connor ...... 1
W, Puayton, o Whilly, b Cotter .. .. ]
C. James, Ive, b Arwistrong ... ... 8
E, Alletson, o Trumper, b Armatrong 31
T. Oates, b Cotter ... ....... 13
A, Hallam, b Cotter ., 1
T. Wass, not out .. a

Sundried  ...cecevnnerins b

Total e 144

Bowling analysis: Cotter touk three
wicketa for 51 runz; Q'Connor, two for
35; Whitty, one for 33; Armastrouy, three
for z7; Noble, one for 3.

Captain of the Enpglish Team,

Mr. A, C. MacLaren (Lancashire) has
accepted the captaincy of the Enaglish
team for the teat matfchea apainat the
Australian eleven, }on. ¥, §, Jackscn
was asked, but was unable to accept.

The Demoralisation of Bowlers,

{By Q. L. JESSOP
(O0f England and Gloucester MNIJu).

When writing on matters appertaining
to cricket, one is rather too prene to
ireat one’s aubject entirely from the
standpoint of first-clags cricket. It is a
mistake from whivh ico muny of us
éuffer. At the very lowest eomputation
tha humbler follewera of the game oui-
number their more exalied brethren Ly
ths very large proportion of snmec three
or four thousand to ena, With such »
large subject as the "“Demoralisation of
Bowlers,” it iz impogsible to ignore what
for want of a better term wo will call
wecond-class cricket, For it is in this
<lass that bowling i1 mere frequently
demoralised.  And for this reazon. The
county bowler s a man of malure ex-
perience, ready to cope with anyihing
which may cceur a little out of the orli-
nary. ~ Although at timey he may himself
experlence an oceasion or twe when his
bounling may, to nze a eolleqguinliom, get
tied in a knot—yet in nine ¢ases out of
ten he finds same mwans by which he
can unravel it. With him it is mercly
temporary, Usnally it is net wo with
loeal bawling. Excepliona there must be,
of course, but the general happening is
that once the bowling is eollared, it re-
“wmina so for the rest of the wninga.

In Rustie Cricket.

In the days prioer {o my inelusion in
the firstclasa ranks, my experience wad
niostly confined te local aml village
erivket. CGf good club ericket 1 eaw
Jittle, Tn this doeal and village cricked
it needed very little to put the bowler
out of his etrrde. The mere standing ount
of one's crease in order to play fmat
bewling was quile sullicient Lo enwure a
yerfect giattony of long hops, And the
mont certain way of bringing about com-
plete demoralisabion was for cne to run
ont of one’s crease to slow or medium
pace bowling, Nor i3 this fo be won-
dered at, for apainst a resolnte, keen-
eyed, and quick-loaterldl hitter the bowl-
er'a task ig never o sbiecure in any clasa
of cricket, A howler requires a eool
head to deal with such, and it is excep-
tional to find on¢ of Lhia apeciew outaido
dthe ranka of firet-clase cvicket. On oeca-
sions even in firstelass ericket  such
methods have been found to pay, bnt
those who do indulgo themselves o Llus
manner form a very smiall minority. Rus-
1i¢ c¢ricket—renl rustic ericket—wheve
epiken are unknown, aml the only equip-
ment deemed really neeessavy iy either a
rod belt or cap—in responsible for al
sorle of dodgea in tha direction of pub-
ting the bowler off, One batrwan, who

1

should have kiown better, for ha wan a
parson’a son, mude a constant practies
of drawing imck from his wicket za
the bowler was on the point of delivery,
pleading on each oecision his unreadi-
pesa. It used to, as he was careful to
explain to me, demoralise the bucolic
mind. To plead to him that it was nat
quite ericket was but to involve oneself
in endless argument. If these few lires
of mine-should they esich his eye-—
result in his sincere repentance of the
error of his ways, they will not have
been writlen in vain. There is also &
reverse eide of the medal, for the bowler
himsell is not altogether slow in ao
endeavour to sleal a march on hia io-
veterate foe. Whether it ia altogether
“according to Cacker” to suddenly
change from slow wunderhand to faak
overarmu to an unsuspecting -batsmamn,
is & question which I will leava to the
delinquents themaelves to solve. But
after ail instances where either bataman
or bowier resort to practices which, even
if they do not exactly break the letbor
o the inw, yet do evade tho apirit of the
game, arg xetremely isolated. And the
#pirit  of cricket ‘breathes just a4
healthily on our wvillage greens as it
does in the proud eoclosure of the head-
quariers at Lords. Long may this bo
[T

Hypruotic Inflnence in Cricket.

In the demoralising of howling the per-
Bonality of the bataman plays ne little
part. If one looks ai the namea of tho
firat dozen batsmen at the end of each
BeAscn, ouna recegnises how wery little
separates the twelilth from the first in
{lie liat. Bub though in the matter of
averages there may mot be much to
chooae, yet a larger gap in actual cricket
does exist. To the bowler there is some-
Lthing almost intimidating in the person-
alitics of a Fry—a Ranji—a Hayward —
or & Tyldesley, Iic cannol qnite explain
it,but there it 1s. Poasihly he may be too
conseiots that those selfsame ruthless
ruflians have discovered thoroughly afl
the scerets of his personnl art, leaving
him like the “dummy hand™ of a bridge
player thoroughly exposed. Ila s not
geing to bowl any the hetter for this
knowledge, 1le may bowl with the ut-
most conlidenes against asme other bats-
man whose avernme merely difters from
those others by au insignificant fraction.
Certainly with a “Ranji” it almoszt
amounts to hypunotic influence. Know-
ing [ull well the deadly dizpatch of that

batsmans “on” stroke, the bowler is
fully impresseld with  the im-
periance of nat bBowling any-

thing near the leg etomp —aml yet he
Ands that ball wheh he propetlad with
full intent to the “eff” side las Dbeen
attracted @s Ly a magnet tawards the
guarded shina of that nonchalant figure.
When he finds that he cannet aceom-
plish his aim, he fimiy himself almaost
unconseionsly doirrg the very thing he
ought not to do. Fs it possibie for hyp-
notie infleence to play any part in the
futura ol evickel? Perhapa some seinntist
will prelieve the winds of our bowling
Lrethren on thia subject. 1 know per-
gonally that T have oftrn wished for &
half volley. and have had my wish imme-
dintely granted, ot that i put down ta
intetligent anticipation. O dpother ocep-
sion I repeated my wish, aml again 1
got it, and so did my leg stump. As thia
was my lirst ball in a Te:t mateh, my
faith in hyprotte inlluence reccived a
shock from which it has mnever [fully
recovered, It may not be wo with others,

Patlence and Panishment.

There iy ¢ne meaning ta the wmd de-
moralization which miynilies the “"throwing
into confusion,” and it is to this siate
which the bowler is Lrought by the asso-
ciation of twe tlevee hitters, each of
whom is imbued with a fivm eouviction
that the bowling enn be hit, There comnes
a day Lo wost hittevs when nothing can
go wrong, and it is thew that the true
demoratisation of the attack oeems, [t
aatters tittle how good the bowling may
be, for Lhe belter the length the Iaster
do the Tuna coine. Such days na Lhesa
comme few and far bLetween, but when
they do arrive it is not a matter for
wurprise if the bowler's conlidence iy some-
what shaken. There con be no doudt
that hilling is mwve likely to eause de-
meralisation {han any othuer cause, but
it must not be loat sight of that o steady,
ptolid defenee likewise quells thie spint of

1ihe bowier, But bowlers bowl se much
better wlhen no tuns come, It ie then
merely a  malter of palicnee.  DPew

bowlera stand punislinrent really well,
and it is the man whore principal aim
is the keeping down of wvuom wha i
the flrst to lose comlidenve when bouw



