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The Loys Institate.

HE best antidote to bad lilera-
iure is the provision of pgood
literature, and enything that

: tends to this end deserves the
thanks eand the support of the com-
murity, S5 TFaul's maxim waa that we
phinild overcome evil with geod, and o
nothing does this hold mora true than
n our shoice of books. 1f we once accud-
om ourselves bo enjoy -what is highest
tnd best in the literatirs -of all time
jre mhall ba able to oppose & shicld of
rx'ipla bronze to the Maurlan arrows of
i,he enemy. Tew iastitutions have done
more in this direction thaun the Leys Ia-
wiltute, Ponsonby. The library is one
p! #he finest in the Sonthern hemi-
mphere, and the books have been most
parefully selected. An especial feature
is made of technical works, and during
lagt year 148 books dealing with the
arta and trades were placed upon the
shelves. S0 greatly has this department

n that a special room has now been

Emm ‘to this part of the library. Ia
hddition to books uf every &ind the In-
ktitute provides for lactures and concerts
Quring the winter months, and has a
bymnaetum club, & droughts club, &
Bhakespoars club, debating and literary
wocletiew, and olher provision for in-
gtrnoblon and recreation, ‘Auckland owes
hmuh to the munificence of Ha privats
pltizens, und to few &oes 1t owe more
than to the generous founders and bene-
Motors of the Leys Institute.
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A TU=migue Award.

The Australasian Ioyal Humane Se-
einty has swarded ita gold medai to &
pvoman, this being the first eceasion on
which & woman has guined ihis much
foyeted distinmetion. The walls mesdage
briefly stated that the medal had gone
%0 & OMrs Kennedy, wife of a railway line
vepalrar, dor conspiouous bravery in
dnatching w child from almoat under the

wols of an engine. Thers wers no

stails, bub an Australlan paper shows
I ¢o have been one of the most conrnge.
bus pcts of self-sacrifies and herotam
gver veported. The story bristles with
Sensatlon.  The Goulbourn Valley tratn,
mwhich left Beymour at 0.20 a.m, on De-
wwbel 4, bad slmowt Tesched the javel

croagsing, about two miles south of Wah-
ring Blation, when the engine driver,
Michael Kpanas, and the fireman, Arthur
A. Sledel, moticed a little child, aged 3}
wears, on the line a short distance ahead.
The drivar prompily opened the whistle
of the engine as a warning. The screech
of tha whistle ettracted the attentien
of AMrs Lavinia Xennedy, wifa of Thomas
Kenneidy, line repairer, who, looking ont
at the door of her gatekeeper's cottage,
saw the little gir), Ellecn Maiva Mul-
eahy, on i{he rail at the cattle pit Ly
the crosging. The train was trayolling
at 25 miles an hour, and was within 15
yards., Bhe made a dash forward, and,
heedless of the risk to lerself, eprang in
froni of the approaching train. &he
jumped on to the cattls pit, and, throw-
ing lier body across ons of the logs,
seized the child ~snatched it almost from
under thea wheels of ihe engine, and
dropped with it on $o the bars of fhe
pit. Even then her position was mosk
bhazardous, for she was lying partly in
the cattle pit and partly mcross the log,
and wedged therein by the barbed wire
protecting the pit. Her head was witkin
Bin of the rail, and the wheels wera
sweeping her hair as the train passed
ovar Ler. The engine was pulled up, end
the fireman ram hack to sea how tha
woman and child bad fared. To use hia
own words in the siatutory declaration
furnishied to the sotiety by the fireman:
“To my great and glad surprisa T fournd
Loth were unlnjured, A brave and heroia
deed B waa; for an instant’s hesitation
or a slip of any sort would have meant
certam death to both, as the traia wad
travelling over 20 miles an hour.”
o

Women Masqueraders,

Although Miss Amy Bock has eucceed-
ed in producing a sensation unique in the
history of the Dominion, she cannot lay
clalm to bs the only woman who has
successfully played the part of bride-
groom at & wedding. History has aford-
ed mors than one jnstance of & woman

olng through tls marrlage esremony
with anolher woman. Ths most famona
tage was when @ Spoanlsh mllitary nun
pamed Oataline ds Il?ulno got married
{0 ® Bpanbh-American lady named
Juaos, But hore the nun's moiiva for
e {raud ymq amplo—vix., o save her

aclf from an immediate and awful drath,
The bride never koew the truth, the
nun making her escape immedinteiy after
the wedding ceremony, and never Leen
seen aguin by Jisna; Dut there is no
doubt she would have sanctioned ile
fraud to save the life of her whom she
loved &She lived and died s soldier, and
+the secret of her nex would probably
never hnve been discovered had she not,

after m deadly strugsle, saved the life

of & woman whom she %arely knew,
and ja that etruggle received a wound
in the hreast that immediately betrayed
her gex. As i8 wel Lkoown, it was no
less & personage than the l'ope whe
licenged the military nun heeceforth to
wear a cavalry officer's dress. 1Tn hesrt,
contrage, strength and =kill with the
sword she equalled all and surpagsed
most men.
- A

Clean Sport

The New Zealand Boxing Cowuncll is
to be congratulated on the efforis it is
making to purify the sport from sll ob-
jectionable features, Aany peopls ob-
jeet to boxing exhibitions because of the
manner in which some of these exhibi-
tionn are condueted, for few could he
found to object to the exercize itself.
Everybudy knows that lt in good for =
youth to tearn the art of selfl-defence. He
lenrna cvourage and &elf-control, he can
defand hinwelf and others if orension
arises, Bie i3 compelied to ba temperale
in his habits. Thet the sport is becom-
ing inecremsingly popular amongst us is
no doubt due to the efforte of the
Boxing Council to keep it free from
any suspicion of upsportsmanlike wprac-
tices. JIo tLe Boxing Council's report
there is m reference to this matter. Ths
Council states that “the delermiuation
of local associations to keep the sport
clean is shown by the fact that during
the meason four perscns were punisheld
by iife disqualification for various of-
funees, This promptneas to deal severely
with essey of misconduct in mad out of
the ring, haa had a very great influence
on the public mind, showing, as it does,
that those who are primerily interested
in the sport are keenly alive io their
responsibilitens, and to the wnecessity
that exiets for elimiaating any-
thing of = nature likely 1o
arouse adverse public criticiem. Tha
past eeason, undoubtedly, was the most
puccessful thut has been recorded pincs
the foundation of the council. Thanke
to the support given by the Press, the
sympathy of the authorities, and the
earnest and consclentious labours of
those identified with the wvarious loeal
associations, the sport 1s now frmly
eatablished and I3 rapidiy becoming one
of the most popular in the Dominion.”
Everybody will egree in wishing the
Couxncil mll success in their laudable en-
deavour to raise to its proper plare in
pnllic estimation the manly art of galf-
defence.

-k
Our National Vices.

Qur two greot natlonal vicos sro said
to be gumlling and a crare for experi-
mental legislotion. The latier 1a prob-
ably tho onfcome of the former. I%
would stem that the gambling inwtinct
13 tuking & flrm hold of the rlaing gen-
eratlon and that even the Mnori children
are following the {fooisteps of their
pakelia  comrades, A correspondent,
writing to ‘the “Manawniu Btanlard,”
Eiven an imstaace showing how qulck

the native Is o Imitate the white mun.
He says:—"Coming up from Foxlem
this morming by train ot bhe fired stop
ping plece & dozen young Maori bovs gt
in on their way to achool st Qroua
Bridge. No sooner were they in than
down went every window iu the car
riage and out went s dozemn beads. Vet
ticy were well bebaved, snd saom broke
ioto song. I don't think I ever hearl
The Old Folks at Home’ more awestly
rendrred; nor do I think the same
number of pakehn hoys taken haphmenrd
could have come pear them. Bui I waa
rather wstonished when they mlighted at
the Bridge to mes aboui half af them
ecttle in the middle of the frosty road,
and taking milver and eopper coins from
their pockets begin to gamblle Iike any
twoup schoal in tire Dominion, I think
it was ‘pitch and toss' they played, but
to ses the cool way they pocketed omne
another's cash; their henoured parenta
could nol beve dome it betiter. TWhat-
cver other bumps may be missing, the
Lump of imitatiop must predaminate in
the native race. liow true it Is. Train
up & <hild in the way you want him to
go and you may rely ea it be wont Lo
far off the mark ic the end. And w2
gure a3 we sow dock seeds o our garden
plots it is useless te cxpect & crop of
Christmas lilies from it."”
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Technlcal Education.

The Napier Technical fclhoal Board Laa
provided every facility for Lechnical 4rain-
ing, and las erected a heatthy and head-
somo building in a suitable Jocality.
Capable instructors are {n attendance,
sod the only lack is a lack of pupils.
In Palmeraton North, where the school
is mot 80 modern or ep comnmodious, thera
is & roll mumber of 650, while Napier,
with its better facilitica, can only boast
of 170 pupils. A local paper says that
iha evening classes at the Napier school
are guflering badly for the want of better
support. A carpentry and joimery class
has hnd to Da discontinued for the lack
o! young lradesmien to taks up the
work. The class provided fur instrue-
tiop In skilled carponiry o all its
branches, and only msked that & pupil
should give up oue hour of hls times =
week, ‘lae fullowing dgures. show the
support aforded Lo the other clagnes;—
Bullding ¢onstruclion and drawing 8,
plumbing 10, haokkeeping 13, house-palnt-
ing apd decorating 10, mechanical engi-
neering 10, wood-carving G, art class 6,
geomatrlcal drawing 3, chemlatry &,
dresamaklog 6. Classes in the chemistry
of agricaliure and domeslic science have
had to ba sbolished awing to the fact
that =eupport wns not forthcoming.
Slmilar compluints have come from other
parts of tho Dowinign, 1’arents should
tamember that teclhnical training & one
of the most lmpoertant branches of eda-
cation, and {lat ualess these achools mre
properly supporbed the grant will in all
probability be consijerably reduced and
the scheols will e fnancially ecippled
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A Medern Oracle,

The \Wellingten Trrdes anl Tabour
Council fina decided thut in fulure we-
poricry from the eapitalistic Press are
not to be admitied o ite dircussioms and
delibamtions. The decision ia probably
a wise one. fudging from some of tha
reports published. The members of the
Counoil do mol denira that publicity
shosuld e piven to whit they term "Ititle



