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Moreditary. N

RODBLEMS of heredity are with
ditfieulty studied in wan, becauan

in the firat place expeTiment 13
impossible, and in the serond

place  accurale  exwmination i3 dithi-
cult, and the stident in conscquence has
to depend on the imperfect obscryations
end imperlfect memories of unscientific
people.  An jlea of the diiicuities may
be casily gathered if any reader will sup-
pose himeell to be asked by » physiolo-
gist 1o toll him what preuliaritics in the
way of eye colour or hair dixiribution
existed in the yeader’s family past and
present, and hew and to whai extent
these peeuliarities appeared Lo be in-
herited. In shorl, nearly the only valu-

able studies of hevedity in Luoman brings -

(il we except (hose made on 2 very large
gcale Ly the bLiometriciana)  arve those
which have lwen made By docturs who
lhave been alle to mwake out family his-
torles of eretiniany or skin affectiona, or
other abnormalities among their pati-
cnls Nome of these instances have
phown a deaded teileney to grong them-
eclves under thy Inws of inhervitance aa
Flaled by Menldel An iuquiry of a
rather different kind has been made by
MM. Anteaume sl Vurpus into the he-
reditary tendencdes and distribution of a
poted Dunish family of gruwnasta.” Lhe
meinbers of this family—men, women  and
children—have bLeen notod acrolats for
over three hunlred years. periorming in
nll countrics of Eunrepe awd before many
crawned hoxds, Fhey begin io learn their
url i infancy. and acquirve it rapidly and
mijh greal skill. They alse ghow great
1:|'i||e in the atllainments of Lhe family,
nnd e mewmbey of it, no matter what hia

mpparent  physical limitations, would
think of adopling anather oecupation.
Uhese phasical anmd menial goalifications
1he wwriters belicve to have been trans-

mitted, without donbt, by bheredity, and
Lhey think that the elfeet has bern cumiie
lative from generation to geeration. This
Tamily of svmnastis appears to nresent o
ease of the hereditary transmission not
only of acquired charactrrs, Lot of a
peculiar aptivade of mind and exespltional
ponstibilien and lougevity,  Tie instaice
night Y fennd one snitable to the theory
again pll Terward by I'rofesser Francis
Parwin, th: heredity s racial memery,
vach generadion of these grwnasts huad-
Ing down o itd snecessor preater aml
greater anptitudes under 1the form, so to.
ppeak, of pre-cstallished muscu a550-
clations.  Thus the younye subject is able
to execute almost without effort mowve-
menta impossible ta those whe have not
dubierited Lla v metor predisposition.”
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Fetrified Dream,

The  strangeat looking building cver
put up by man is probublly ihe palace
which & Freuch mail carrier is said to
have erceted for his own plexsure. “For
ten long years,” the ewner of this house
ix reputed tu bave said, “I treasored in
My tnitd 4 dream which took the form
of a fantastic uce, with grottoes, tows
era, reulpture, ete, and it was my deeam
fo buill it mvseH™" Twenty.six years
eon hie beggn Luibling his dream pulace,
And doe bas bern at iU ever sinee, antil
recently, when hie sfoppod, only because
tie had finished the palace.  Every stone
that went ioto it was picked up by
himaelf; every stone was laid by him.
The denign was conceived in his own
mind as e wenl on, and was carried
out aceording 1o the extraordinary
plan that Lo had imagined.  Now that
the paluce i (ainhed, it looks like a pet-
rified dream o which  the
playrd & certain part. It is a fantastie
nondeseript, combiniug all architeetural
styles, und wilurned with stone creatures
#uch would defy the classitication of o
paluralint.  In putting 1li+ stone phans
tasinagorin together the builler used no
fewer than 3500 sacks of cement.  The
pulace hay  sublterrancan passages in
which rudely scalptured elaplants -pad
fnaginary monsters stand guard, o
the very ceatre of ile palice is n tomb,
whete Lhe owbner expecis woue day Lo
lie. This is the m. slabovately earved
it of Lbe whola kouss. CT
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Bulciden in Viena.

Statistics just published show that
there were 430 auicidea in Vienna laat
year out of a population of under 2,000,
0U0. This is the highest pumber yet re-
corded. The nges of the victuns varied
frowm that of a seven-year-old hoy, who
threw himself ot of R window owing to
& bad mark received at school, to that of
an octogenariam, who chose the same
mcthod vf putting an end to kimself from
*“ wewrinesa of life.” More than three
times ay many wen as women killed them-
gclves, bub nearly three timea ss many
womell aB mwen made unsuccessiul at-
tempts nt suicidee.  The men favoured
mostly hanging and the revolver; ile
wonren, & leap from a height, drowning
and poison. The differences in the mo-
tives of the two sexes mre also interest-
ing. The causes for the suicides.of males
were, firat, sickness, then poverty, insan-
ity and family troubles, unbappy love
talking the last place, Among the female
suicides love was the motive in the larg-
est nuamber of cases; then came family
troubles and poverty. .
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Spelling Reform.

. The Simplificd Spelling Beard, rejole-
ing in Government support, on January

2¢ iwsued & third wtroeious list of clipped

words which will henceforth be used in
Aneriean officinl documents aud taught
to young Americans. Tlig list iocludes
genceral rules covering four clusaes of
words. (1) Omit the A in words havipg
¥ A pronounced as shart E. ng in “hed,”
“sted,” “heith,” “relm.” Omit the E in
words having EA pronounced as A be-
fore R, such aa “harken,” “hart,”
“harth." . {2) Omit the E in preterites
and participles euding in ED, but pro-
nounced D, with the E silent, as in
“armd,” “burnd,” “raind,” “ecompeld,”
“repsald* This simplification is parallel
to that elready adopted in forme like
“dropt’ and “dript.,” - (3) In words end-
ing in the unstressed suffix “ice,” pro-
nounced is,'* the C is changed to 8 and

the E is omitted, ag in “cornls,” “crevis*
“Iattis,” “notis,” “servis,” “artifla," eto.
{4) In words endicg in "lve” or *rvs*
with the E stlent, the E should be omit-
ted, os in “delv,” “twely,” “wolv,” ‘“Te-
solv,” “carv,” “serv,” “resery,” ote.
*> 0

Record Speaders.

Eeventy-one million, two hundred thou-
snnd franes, or close on £3,000 000, spent
in eleven years. Fyen Purls, accustomed
as it has bern to the spectucular extrave-
gance of Count Bopi de Cuslelline,
pasped when it heard the figures rtead
put in the Paluia de Tustice, whrre the
divorced hushand of the Drincess de
Sagan, who was formeely Anna Gould,
was irying desperatrly to regain hia
grasp oz some of the Could millions.
“It's the record af the world!™ exclaimed
one who knew the Custellunes before the

transitory American dollars gilded the
name. "No other spendthrift in histery
outside of Royalty spent so much money
in such & short time. It's unbelievable!™
But however unbelievable it might be,
it was quite true, And when one takes
into consideration that of all ihis money

" practically none was lost through bad

invesiments or unwisa business ventures,
it is doubtful if history lolds a record
of & private individual squandering
money 8o recklessly. It must be remem-
bered, too, that ouly a negligible amount
was lost in pambling. Those familiar
with the rise and full of the Caatellane
forlunes say that mearly oll of the
Count's finnncial *roubles cap be ae
counted for on the theory thut he over-
reached himself in trying to produce an
effect, and that his jusTgmt‘nt was de-
stroyed by o sort of megulomania that
led him on to tneur expenses that even
kings and guecus of Lurope could nmot
have afforded.. ¥or mearly atl of the
£3,000,000 waus spent in establishing the
Castellanes in a supreme place in society,
in building a palace worthy of Royalty,
in lavish eéntertpinments, and -ia the
upkeep of two encunbered estates. The

_famous marble palace in the Avenue du

Bois de Boulogne is the largest single
item in the long bill of extravagances.
Probably more Americans have stared st
its pink walls than have seen the Grand
Trianon at Versailles from which it was
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copled. Xt cost £400,000 to bulld, xod sy
wsual more, it is said, to fornish, Thery
hovy Tem mw levish entertalnmenis
withia tha pink toearbls walls. Thoss
whomn Count Boni delighted to honour
bad ol that the appetite of » Luculluy
conld deaire. Keeping up the dlsplay Ia
s manaer befliting tha palace where he
lived ecoat sums that would stegger &
small principality., Whenever the Count
or thoe Countess de Caatellane moved
they went about in 2 mennmer befitting
& prince and princesa royal, Then thers
wers two estites to be kept, one which
the Countrss, who was paying the in-
tereat on the mortzages thet covered it,
never msaw. Seven hundred thowsand
frunca weat towards prying thia interest.

® ¢ @

Domirle on Strike.

There fs an unctuons flavour of “Sand.
ford and Merton” about the notlon of
uny overfures of sympathy between pu-
pits and their master, as a rule, for the
two classes (if masters may vank smong
the clasyes al all) have been focy from
lime immemorial. RBut it ia due to the
pupiis of a certain school nexr Eesancon,
Trance, to say that they have a botber
cue than wvanal, for they are iaking
sides with their tutor in the best al alt
causes—a common holiday. IL is met
oiten, wark you, that a schoolmazter
poes on strike rs a protest against the
obstinacy of the local autharity, zed
when he does, the homour of the situa.
tion should eertainly appeai to the
youngsters mmong the Grst. The casa
admits of humecur, for the cause af -
division i» m garden wull, and g the
dominie complaics that its insecurity
makes him feel uneasy, it was anly
natural of him to demand its repair.
The municipality either shirkzd or tem-
porised. The schoolmaster's -demand was
for present repairs, and ma these hguy
fire, he his closed the agtool  Hence
the tender sympathy of Ais pupile znd
the nddresa they have just presented;
hence also our rejoicing that the case
ia an infrequent one. If the disrepair of
boundary walls were a motive for
clesing every school, wo are- afraid that
in & week there would be few school
walls left whole in the country.

SHOTS AT TRUTH

“WWe Lave not the reverent feeling for & rainbow thaf a savage
i 1w mady- Wark Twair,

has, beeanie we Lnuw Luw

“The great mre puly gieat breacse we exrry

shioulders; when
ground,” — Mostowdre.

wo Llirow them off they sprawl upoa the

swers he gets.”.

them om our

“He who abusca others must not be particular about she an-

“iHave mot thy cleak lo maks whea it begios to rain"



