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wrhich should prevail, and the wards were
not clean. The place was overcrowded,
wnd the grounds untidy and insanitary.
He found a lack of harmony between
the administrative officers, due to outside
interference, and a want of definiteneas
in regard to duties, Despite all draw-
backs, the patients had been well cared
for, hut 67 were t0o0 many for cne man
30 look miter. \The economic side of the
hospital had been neglected, and misman-
agement wae rife. Out of 19 nurses, only
two were trained nurges, but that fhera
wag not Lhat nbeclute disloyalty to the
matron as some people endeavoured to
make out, was shown by the fact that
four. senior nurses had offered to stay on
if required after they had passed their
examinations. The hospital books did
not contain enough information, but this
was due to the secretary being over-
wrorked. - o

Dr. Valintine recommended the ap-
pointmenl of an extra medical ofticer 2§

£200 per annum, and additional help for .

the aecretary. .
The matron (Misa Florence Edwards}
forwarded her resignation.
Mr. W, Shrimpbon gave £1000 towards
the ercction of a new childeen's ward in
memory of his son.

Canterbury's Wheat Yield,

Canterbury's yield of wheat this year
will be the heaviest for imany years,
In mik and North Canterbury Afty
bushels- per acre is common on medium
land, and the best land shows a much
higher average over alt of between 35 and
40 bushels. Harvest operationg are often
interrupted by wet -weather, and after
cutting the weather was so uncertain
that nol a few farmers threshed from
the st00k hefore the grain matured, mer-
chants rejecling this wheat as not full
milling or export. Much of it will have
{0 be exposed in baga in paddocks, ma-
furity being secured by thia means, If
6tored in bags in a granary without wea-
ther drying in a paddock it will degener-
ate rapidiy, The harvest is so abundant
that merchants and millers are holding
off till market indications -become more
pronounced. The weafher this week has
been perfect  for all kinds of harvest
work, and stacking is proceeding apace,
A very large area is still in stook, and
the grain is giving promiss of excelledt
sample when threshed under. -proper con-
ditions. Feed is abundant .everywhere,
and root erops give a pleasing prospect.
Hands are scarce in some districts, and
there is plent}y
willing men “with some knowledge of
field work,

Deadly

[I ——
A new explosive called “Mortite,” the

invention of 2 New Zealander, was tested |

at Nelson recently, when shells of chromes
steel, weighing respectively 235lb, 27lb,
and 28th; with walls 13in thickness, wern
successfully exptoded. It was stated
that service shells of the mame weight
would require to contain 220z of bursting

charge, a5 against the Soz of “Mortite”-

which were used, and the walls of service
shells would be only fin i thickness
The mew explosive is not a nitro-glycerine
campound, and ¢an be handled as care.
lessly an cordite, bul it is said that it
does not- deieriorate with age.. Nego

tioms are in progress with. the British -.

Government regarding the explosive.

‘o 'I‘hé‘.Aenn Salv_née ‘Expedition, .- -

The au“fciiiﬂ‘ry‘ acow Zingara, left Anck-

land on Synduy for Christmasdstand:with -
the Aeon patvage expedition, Captain-We '

Robertson is in  command, and th
second i ;
L. Robertson, Captain ilolres being also
#ssociated with the party.
man, who accompanies "the expedition,

has cdnaiglem‘ble eéxperience a8 a master:

shipwright and in salvage work, Mr.
Henderson goes, as ‘sceretary. The Zin-
gara’ carrics én ‘experienced diver and
diving 'gear, twe chief engincers, two
diremén aud 4. wineh driver.” The vesscl
is fully. equipped with necessary gear,
and present indications paint to n sue-
teasful result of an cenlerprising ven-
ture,

Mg gommanding officer of the Auck-
tand mi‘lib}lll-y'l]ist;srt‘ has finally Jecided
to hiold {he, Kasker munoenvres for the
forees eojv ing the Auckland district
at Mor.rim'w.l]'t‘. o | : ' '

Ayoung man nawed T T, Thomiaon,
Wwho slept on 'the premipes had a narrow
*acape I aclire w
at I glp“lbn in' th
deaper, wiis had hisstock mich'damnged.

Ta arder to protct the teout in the
Fivera from destruction the Canterbury

shop of Mr. Tind:y,

—

.in connection. with the Alk-Red Route-

command- 13- s son; Capéain . X +
recognises the importance of  capid- com-;

Mr, F. Good--

U oegiirred last week,

il

Acclimatisation Bociely has decided - to
offer the high price of ls. per head for
;hngs, which play havoe among the small
ry.

The Minister of Railwaya expects o
make an announcement thiza week with
regard to the personnet of the Commis.
pion which is to inguire into the allega-
tions of incompetency and mismanage-
ment at the Addington Railway work-
shops. B . '

The Auckland Drainage Board which i
to take in hand the big work of draining
Auckland and the outside boroughs, ete.,
which will eventually be Grealer Auck-
tand, is now in working order, and last
week made arrapgements for raising
£100,000 out of the £500000 whieh they
are empowered to horrow. : :

A well known seltler of Awaron, Kaw-
hia, Mr. A. Pearson., had a marvellous
escape the other day. He was petting
out of his Faitich when the hammer of a
pea rifle he was carrying got caught, and
the weapon went off. The bullet entered
#r. Pearson’s cyebrow, and came out
under the skin without doing him any
harm,

COMMONWEALTH.

:Anoﬂmr Bomb OQutrage.

‘Another bomb was thrown at Broken
Hill last week when an  attempt was
made to wreck the home- of the aceonat-
ant of the Block Ten mine. The boml ex-
ploded. outside the. house, shattering the
windows and doing other slight damage.
- Fhe Glovernment is offering £200 ye-
ward for the discovery of the authors of
the explosions at Broken Hill during the
past six ‘weeks,

Owing to the protracted arbitration
proceedings, workless minera are fecling
the pinch; and an increase in the strike
funda is urged, s )

Business at the Barrier is at & stand-
atilk.
ceived no rent since the trouble began.

Bouth Australin railway reccipts have
also - greatly decreased, and Adelaide iy
fleoded with wnemployed, L

Judge Higging, who is adjudicating in

" the Broken #iill arbitration case, has an-

nounced thaf; he would not attempt
to vary the comtract system, as ‘the mat-
ter was oo delicate to Le touched. ,
* Henri de Jossélin, accountant of the
Dank of N.Z, Sydney, has been arrested

on & charge of embezzlement. The alleged '
of work: everywhere for — defalcitions “extend' ¢ from

1966, the

amount involved: being about £600.-

Depressed Coal Trade.

The depression in the Newcastle cosl

trade during ile lost few montlis ia hav-,
ing a seriods .effect unpon .the district,

A large number of niiners have beer with-»

out constant work for months, and the
sturting of relief works is urged, .

- T'oo Much Competition.

The N.S.W. Labour party is starting a
campaign against the (Government's policy

of securing immigranis through the Sal- .

vation Army, which was characterised as
an attempt to lower wages. It was de-’
vided te hold public protest meetings.

Vancoaver ‘Serﬂcor_- .

. The Federak Govermnent -has communi-

eated with Dr. Ceubter; representative --

of the Canadian DPostal :Department:cx<

pressing zppreeistion - of the Cunadim -

Government’ in sending-him-to Australia
It

munication with Capadn; and the import-

ance of timking up-two-grent ports-of the-

Empire, but regrety that owing to -ihe
present state of the finances it.is un-
ghle to. concur in the proposal for 2 sub-
eidy. .

The message adds that when the finan-

cial limitations imposed by the Constitn. |
tion are removed, the Federal Govern- .

ment will be in a better povition to deal
with the subject. . .
As to appointing a represenlative lo

the conference of povernments -intoresiod, .

owing to the abseneo of the Prime. Minis-
ter and other Ministers from Mellourne
it ia mot posdible ito give a definite reply,

Caneda is making grest arrangemients
for -furlharing - the -prajecled. . AVt
youte from Britain 16 Austradin by way
of Cauadn, - - I

. I R )
‘, ANTEDY TO TURCHASK, about )

Gullonn of Mk Dally. - Address purli-
culary o MUk, W55, Hll Qiice,

Most of the landlords have re- =

for February 24,

Zealand Mail

The population of Sydney and suburbs
al the end of lnat year was 592,100,

The ateamer 1aroco has arrived at
Fremantle from Singapore with a cnse
of amallpox aboard.

A Bendigo bakery owner. named Reid,
hag been pentenced to five years’ impri
sonment for ilticit gold buying,

The deportation of kanakas from
Queensland coat the Federal Government
over £31,000.

A rith find of alluvial gold has been
made near the silver mining township of
Sunny Corner, 125 miles weat of Sydney,
in the Bathurst district. The largest of
several nuggets weighs 18 oza.

The New South Wales Navigation De-
partment propose the installalion of
Ure Morse apparatus at eme principal
lighthouses, to enable veysels to signal at
night. . -

The Free Trade League laa adapted re-
solutions against any attempt to sink the
flsval issue ut the Federal elections, and
condemning the suggested alliance be-
tween the Cook and Deakin parties.

Mr. W. M. Hughes, Federal Attorney-
General, in the course of o speech last
week,” predicted an appeal to the people
at no distant date te say whether a
chance should not be given the Labour
Party (overnment, E

]

THE OLD COUNTRY.

Death of Sir F. Wills.

The death f= annocunced of Sir Frede-
rick Wills, director of the Imperizl To.
bacco Cempany.

Sir Frederick Wills, Governor of Gug's
Hospital, was a member of Parliament
yepresenting North Bristol, where his
company’s works are aituated, from 1900
io 1906. He was the seventh son of
Henry 0. Wills, and was 42 years of
age. He owned large estates, and is aur-
vived by three sons and three donghters,

Poor 7 Law Administration.

The Poor Law (ommission’s report re.
commends the title of “Public assist-
ance”, instead of *Foor law. relief,” aboli-
tton of guardians of workhouses in the
present poor law areas, and the transfer-
ment of the work to boreugh and county
councils, with experls lelped by the
public assistance committees, who will
link private charitics to public assist.
anee, the creation of labour cotonies for
.the unemployed, and the creation of la-
bour exchanges. -

Tiie report is & gipantic one of 40
volumes,

The Distressful Country. -

" Tn the course of the debate on the
Address-in-Reply in the House of Lords,
the “Marquis - of Londomderry- (Lord
Lientenant- of Ireland from 1886. to
1889), attacking- the Government, said.
the condition of things- In Ireland was a
Ascandal and disgrace to any civilised
eountry. Ije emphasised the increased
outrages under the administration of Mr.
Birrell (Chief Seeretury for Ireland).

reivable, and the people’s lives were a
hell ypon earth. -

Lerd Denham rteplied that two-thirds
of the country was peaccable. After
referring to intimidation-in other paris,
he odmitted that ecircumstances might
conceivably arise compelling the enforce-

~ment of the Crimes- dct: or-an appeal to
-the Logislature - for speeial - nidditional
powers. B

+ " Lord Macdonald stated that. person-
ally e wonld have been inclined to give

“cghort shrifé to the agitation,
the land purchage would be completed
in ten or fifteen yenrs,

Murder Charge.

The jury has disagreed in the cvase of
Mrs, Haskell, who is charged with the
murder of ber szon, a crippled ad of 12
xenrs of age, at Fizherton, Satizbury. on
Uctober 31,

The murder ccenrred at 100 on the
night of October 31, A ecousin of the vice-
ti ealled at the house at that honr, and
hid just entered the back daor when he
Ienvd his aunt ery out, “Stop {hat man;
he hns murdered my Teddy” T
man-rushed into the foad and raised an
alum, Theve was sdme supgestion tat
the murderer wils bend 'upos a Toblery
of a part ulavly nwan dharacter, The
erippled’ boy hail' for some years beon
saving ap! all Hicadl pence to purchaze
ta edrk deg ol ke the place of the
Timh he Jost some years ym. The aeieh.
buurs, put of tbeir small cargings, had

In mome couutics the horror was incon-.

.He hoped-

wium.

1909 ' 7

been extremely generous to the boy, ana
he hud saved aboutb £8, which he kepd am
Ao in & bodroom, Mrs. Haskell stuled
that directly after her nephew knocked
at the door she heard a noise in her san'e
bedrovm and saw a man come downstuirs
and escape by the atreel door, Lhrowing
down & blood-stuined knife as fie ran.
[ —

3 Drunk or Drugged?

Cuaptain Young. of the hargae Callina,
who wag recently landsid at Falmouth on
the voyage from London to Hyduey, it
Leing alleged that e was violently deliri-
ous, hag beenm acquitted on a charge of
drunkenneass,

Ha has counter-charged the male with
conspiracy wnd with drugging Lim,

Uwing. it was declured, o Caplain
Young being incapacitoted nml subering
from delirimn, the barque Calluna, which
put into Ialmonth on the voyage from
london to Hydney on Junnary 22, with
the crew in u inutinous condition, stevted
An erratic course 1o G} miles bevond the
Lizard. The cuptain was so viclent thut
the clief oflicer grappled with him and
chained him, lowering him into the lazar-
ette. The crew ipsisted on returning.
Captain Young was medivally treated at
Falmouth, and a successor was appointed,

Cheering if True.

The “Evening Standard™ anneounces
that secret army experiments in aviation
have been conducled in remnte parts of
the country for many moenths past. )

The resulis achieved, declares  the
“Standard,” place Britain alead of any
other nation in aeriaf bpuvigation for
Army pUrposes.

For aome time past Mr. Cody has been
conducting  aervplane  experiments  at
Farnberough Common, where the Lritiah
balloon schoel is situated, Lut the mea-
sure of success he wehieved was not very
great. Apparently these experiments
were in the pature of a blind to cover the
real aviation experinments. 1f Rritain
iz ahead of (lermany and France in
aerial navigation for army Za.owes then
rhe must liave made grear progress in-
derd, for boilh these couniries have ae |
complizshed much with the balloon type |
of airship and with the heavier-than-air
machine. The War (ilice has been very
harshly eriticised for ita laissez-faire,
policy in regard to avistion, but if (he
“Standard” be correct it could afford to
aceept all such criticism in silence, and,
in fact, with satisfaction.

Colonial Loaus.

A New South Wales 3} per cent loan m
L£1,580,000, at a minimun: of 971 repay-
able- in 1950, and vedecwable at par in.
1930, has been underwritten on the usual
termr-l, a'nd_ is quoted at pur Lo ] per cent.
premiiim.

The “Financial Times" asserts that the
loan is ot a great bargin compared
with the Imlian 31 per cent. fvan.

The Westport Harbour Board's £3u0,-
00 & per cent. lean haa been over-sub-.
seribed, and is quoted at } per cent. pre-

Imperial Press Congress,

An Imperial Press Conference Commit-
tee lLas. just been appointed to arrage
subjects fur discussion at the forthvom-
ing Congress.

The first function will be a banguef,
at which Lord Burnhaw, pri al pro-

© prietor of tie London "Lhaily Telegraph,™

wili preside.

In Name nnd Fact.

The new orean-going torpedo boay de-
stroyer Swift, of 18500 tons, bas proved
Ierself apily named.

She was designed for a wperd of 6
kuots por hour, but on ber trials on the
Clyde last week she attained a speed of
3% knota, 1hus equalling the reeord of the
Hying ‘Furtar, whivh meent?y van ag 58
kouvts under servive wowlditions adwer a
yrars work,

Anglican Ritaal.

The vonhintury offeringa to the Chureh
of Fngland for ceentral  and  dioeesan
aocietivs anid parochial purposes for the
last tutallea

year  ending Faster,
T STLTG,
The Canlberbory Convocation Canensid

foe, wlticl huas been sitting foF Two yeara,
revormend a revikeld Teciianary Loptan
all and Euechariat vesteat coptienal),
11 i+ alve revumenibed #hat the e of
the Ath peroed Ine uptional,
Where there are mnny comminivauts,




