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Our Gallant Defendars,

HOE volunteer system of New Zea-
land has for some time past been
subject to & deal of criticiem
generally from the man who

nothing about it. The ex-
pert, of course, takes no notice of arm-
chair criticisme, but he at times men-
tions mattera that have & distinet bear-
on the subject, and are more damn-
jng than the irritating remarks of those
who know nothing. In conversation
with & medical man & Wellington re-
porter was made to believe that, al-
though the volunicer force is at fulr
gtrength in proportion to the able-bodied
male popul&tion, and although it was
fairly cfficient from the poiut of view
of mere ceremoninl demonstration, only
about two-thirds (in ihe opinion of the
medical man) were plysically fit,

As an ex-army man, the physician al-
leged that it was ridieulons to train men
sho had zot beem medically examined,
and who would on any severe occasion
“erack up,” To carry on. - In his own
words:- “There ia nol an ozeupation
which requires se great & phyeical strain
as that of soldiering during war time.
The only possible excuse for €he enlist-
meni of volunteers is that they will be
called upon to defend their country by
foree of arms, Only the fit survive dur-
ing an. ardwous campaign, In my
opinion at least, twa thirds of the wvol-

. unteers of Wellington would be unable
td face the stress of a kard fought cam-
paign, The idea that a man has to face
only the bullets, the sbells, and the
DLayonets of an enemy ia of course
idiotic, What @ie haa to fear more than
these iz the onslaught of disease. No
wolunteer in New Zealamd is expected
to undergo & medical examination for
eervice. A soldier is forced to undergo
such examination, anrd in my experience
all physically weak applicants are invari-
ably neglected. Ii e supreme cam-
mander having any medical knowledge
were by any chance to be Commandant
of the forces of New Zealand, he would
insist that only the fit carried arms.
My poin: is that the physically uafit in
times of war are not ounly a danger but
an absolute nuisance. My further point
is that, in the frat place, a sick man
js Do use as a fighting machine; next,
that when dead he is simplv clay that
must be Luried, and therefore reduces
the efficieni fighting streagth of an
army. I would insist, were [ able, that
every man who is enlisted into the
wolunteer army of New Zealand shoutd
be s rigorously examinad as in the appli-
eant for admission inte auy Eurcpean
army, At present we are admitting a
latge number of men who wonld be
wiped out as efficients in a fortaight,
and it is not right,”

l

Workers Don't Like Immigration.

A deputation waited on the Prémier,
&ir Joseph Ward, at Auckland, on Sat-
urday last to prolest against the en-
vouragement of further immigration from

the OId Country. alleging that there wera.

a number of people oub of work in the
Dominion, The Premier replied that ex-
cept in the case of agricultoralists and
domestic servants, the assistance of the
Government was not, aceording {0 the
High Comnmnissioner, granted to anyore.
Sir Joseph promised that employment
would be found on the Government re-
Pﬁroductive works for as many as wanted
it, .

The Premiler Ficmic.

The Premier Picnic was held this year
w8 -usual at Molatapa, and there was =
great gathering of the public. Awmong
the guests was Sir Joseph Ward, who
happened to be in Auckland at the time,
He gave an address eulogising the work
of the friendly socicties, and Mr. Maa-
60y, Leader of the Opposition, also spoka
on the same pubject., PDuring the after-
noon there was a well-contesied sporta
programme, and the outing was greatly
enjoyed by the picnickera.

The Massey National Testimonial

‘The friends and supporters of Mr W,
¥. Massey, M.P., Leader of the Opposi-
tlon, decided at an entbusisatic and fully

representative meeting, assembled from
ail parts of the Auckland province, and
held on the 27th January last, to initi-
ate a national testimonial to that pen-
tleman, in recognition of hia long, rmi-
nently practical and patriotic services to
the Dominion of New Zealand. The
executive committee appointed to organ-
ise the movement and initiate the fund
are now taking steps in this direction.

In initiating this movement, it has
been felt that, outside of the ranks of
Mr Massey's supporters and friends,
tiere are many hundreds, probably thou-
sanda of people in the Dominion who
will be glad of the opportunity of teati-
fying to their practical apprecintion of
AMr Massey’a sturdy integrity and sterl-
ing worth, It has therefore been deci-
ded to invite subscriptions of one shil-
ling and upwards to a Massey National
Testimonial Fund, and to seek the co-
operation of all interested in the move-
ment.

We feel pure that this decision of the
committee will meet with general ap-
proval, and have very great pleasure in
commending the object to our readera
Mr Massey's work as a settler and poli-
tician commands univerzal respect, and
in his position as Leader of the Opposi-
tion he haa rendered good service to the
country, and won the confidence of &
very large division of the people of New
Zenland, . -

Breach of Promise.
An action Vrought by Janme Paterson
against William HRaith. claimiag £1000
damages for breach of promise to maryy,
was to have engaged the atfention of
the Supreme Court at Dunedin. but when
Mr, Justice Williums eniered a settle-
ment was.announced by eounsel,

Mr. Haunlon, who appeared for plaintiff,
Aaid: “We shall not yequire to trouble
the Court amy further. The defendant
has agreed to pay to the plaintiff a
sum of money which she is satisfied to
accept in settlement of the case Mr.
W. (. Macgregor, councel for the defend-
ant, added his assent to the state-
ment,

The sum agreed to be paid is under-
stood to be £400, with costs.

" The parties come from Hillend, near
Balelutha,

Maori Couneils,

One of the firat tasks to be undertaken
by the Hon. A. T. Ngata upon his as-
sumption of Ministerial rank will be the re
organisation of the Maori Councils of the
Dominion, -eays the Gisberne *“Herald”
These Councils, it might be explained,
are vested with a measure of local self-
government respecting the native race,
and carry out some of the dutics of local
bodies, without, however, the same finan-
aial provisiona. Although -the new policy
proposed to be inaugurated has not been
affirmed by Cabinet, the Hen. Mr. Ngata
suggested that the changes would prob-
ably deal with the internal organisation
and the granting of extended powers of
finance, The Councils in the past have
had to depend upon the Government sub-
sidy of &£25 (which has been paid for
several years) and the dog tax revenue
colleeted from the Maoris. Theo organisa-
tion, the nmew Minister said, could be
made to fulfii a useful and important
work amongst the native race, The re-
clection of 24 Countils is now in pro-
gress, and Mr. Ngata is arranging to be
present at the initial eetings of most
of the newly-constitnied Dbodies, which
will entail congiderable travelling. The
Tai-Rawhiti Council will weet during the
second week in March.

Making the Railways Pay.

In ihe course of an inlerview with
an Ashburton reporier, the lHon. J. AL
Millar, Minister ior Railways, outlined
his policy emphasising the fact tbat he
intended to make the railways pay their
own interest. in zhowing where in-
creased expenditure wag necessary, and
where incroased revenue was  anticipated,
e spoke in regard to general installa-
tien of the inierlocking and sigaalling
gear and tablet system, which was new
taking place ot a heavy initial cost, and
which would entail heavy annual expendi-
ture, aa follows: “If this work is ex-
pacted to be done out of revenue, as is
cluimed by mauy wrilers and apeakers, it
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can't, and has ne richt to be. There in
only one way in which it can e done,
that's by an incrcase of rates. §t secma
unfair to charge the presenl ssefs with
this expemditure, laving future ge tm-
tions fully equipped lines free of coat. A
cerbiin amount of borrowed moncy will
be absolutely wecessary, not for main-
tenance, but for new cquipments, which,
to my mind, are a fair charge agninst the
future,”

With reference to increasing the earn-

ings of working raitways, Mr, Millar =id
that the purchase aof the Manawatu line
by the State would effect a material re-
duciion in the cost of haukige. As soon
as the necessary crossings and sidings
could be cempleted on it all guody traf-
fic from the north of Jkctabuna to
Wellington would zo via the Manrawatu
line, thereby saving tue heavy cost of
haulage over the Rimutaka ioliue. 1t
was eventually intended to use the Rinm-
taka ling for through passenger triifie
and for Wairarapa gaoda tratfie ouly.
“All goods for above Eketahuna or per-
hzps Pahiatna,” he conclnded, “will he
via Manawato, as the haulage amounts
to nearly one shilling per ton less than

if they went over Rimuiaka™

Old Age Pensions. M

Complaints have been received by the
Government from persons living in Nack
country districta, and who are dvesirons
of obtaining old age pensians. that they
are compelled to travel in come cases
long distances in order to rcach ihe
office of the ncarcst regisirar. The
Minister in clarge of the Jdepartment
{Hon. D, Buddo} has wunder eonsiderns
tion the granting of further facilities in
such cases, The Minister explains
that it is not pecessary for these people
to persoaally atteud the office.  Any
reputable person known te the reglsivar
can supply the particutars required by
ihe Act, if he is able to do &n. Before
the pension iz granted. Lie bhas to make
an aflidavit that ile declavation is cor-
rect; but even this provision in the
Act ia oljected to in distvicts where
there is ne Justice of 1the Prace, and in
whicl teavelling is diicult.  These com-
plaints do not refer to the payment of
the pensions, in regard to which appar-
ently there are no diflieulties.

East Coast Rallway.

Mr Holmes, Engineer in Chief of tha
Public Worka Department, informa us
that the permanent survey of the
railway across the Piako swamp is al-
most completed, and it is interesting to
note that, according to the line marked
out, the route of ihe East Coast railwny®
via Paeroa, and -across the swamp to
Pokena, would be practically a direct
line from Opotiki ie Pokeno,  From
this observalion, it may be gathered that
A very stromg lever has been placed in
the hands of the Tauranguo. Katikati,
Waihi, and Paeroa people in their advo-
cacy of the East Coast Alain Trunk
railway taking the conrse aetually
fixed for it by natwre, and marked ent
by the Governmeni surveyors. No en-
gineering diffficulties, it i3 msaid, would
be enmcountered in its construction bL¥
that voute, and it is only io be expected
that when such a direct iine ean be ob-
tained withnut any curving or twisting,
the local hodics of Katikati. Waiki, nnd
Tacrma will take full advantage of the
fortheoming visit of the Minister to Waihi
and the East C'onst, and press the matter
atill further, go that if the route is defi-
nitely fixed by Parlinment, authority can
be given for & commencement of works,
and Lhe requisite relicf given to unem-
ployed winers as recently suggested at
Waihi.

The Trime Minister, in Teply to a de-

putation which waited upon him at
Rotorua  re  the  Rolorva-Gislorne
railway route, =aid a flying sar-
vay could net be made. as ile

line wasg not anthorised from Rotarua, the
only part authorized being that between
Gishorne and Motuw. In extending the
railway system attention would be paid
to the nceds of scltlement. and lines
would not skirt the coast where it counld
be avoided.

The Rhodes Scholar,

The “Alaecs™ are in {he arecnlant
{rays the “Dominion"). When SKir Jo
acph Ward reconstructed the Jlinistey
& Toew weeks agn, hepaid every respect
to the eona of Calcdonia who rejeice in
thin historical prel6x te their sarname,
Tut ne did not securs all the clever
“Macs™ in the Dominion, for three onk
of the five caudrlates fur the Rhodes

CYeter Melallhum, twenly-thres o

1909 5

have MNeots
Lire clans,

Reholarship of this  yeor
nunws having Lhis prefix,
bewever, diler widely,

Welltngions representative is Mr, Al-
Ian Macdougall, who niler a brilliant
tareer at the Mellington Collrge and vhe
Victoria Uollege Umiversity, obiaitbed an
M.A. degree last year. lie is wwenty-
three years of age,

Vanlerbury Coliege has gominated Mr
s ol
ape, who was burn at Maryhill, ¢ OW,
and has heen ednented at Christ's Collegs
and Canterbury College, He has recured
his M.5Se. dvegree.

The represeniative from Duuedin is
Mr, Heeter Maclean, the pominee of the
Otage Liniversity, who graduated from
the Otage Boys' Migh Scboof, He s
ihe oldest nominee— twenty-dunr years
of age.

The Auckland LUniversity has nomim
ated Mr. W, 4, Aldridge, KA, whe ia
bt twenty years of age. lle attended
the Auvckland Grawonar Scheal Lefore
taking the University course.

Thisa vear the Wanganni Collegiate
frhool has nowminated w candidate for
the Bhodes Scholarship. The sclection
fell upon Mr. Bruce 11 Motison, a
=on of Mr, C. B. Morison, solicitor, of
Wellington, and a grauwdzim of Colonel
Tauoltain, Ile is an wundergraduaie of
the New Zealand University,

More Immigrants.

The &haw, Ravill, and Afhinn steamer
Atlenie has o grand total of 678 pas-
songers Jor New Zealand porfa. compis-
ing 9 srloun, 73 second class, and 596G
third clasa, The passengers are booked
to the follewing ports: For Welington
@54, fur Auckland 145, for Lytlelton 100,
for Dunedin 53, for Napier 28, for West-
port and Ureymonth ench 22, for Gis-
Lhorne 13, for Wangamai 1, for New
Plymouth @, fer Timaru 8, for Daff 5,
for IYicfen 3, for Xelson ani OGamaru
-each 1.

Gold Sechers.

The CGevernment geologist My, JF.
Neilly, who has been appointed lo take
churge of the gold prospecting parties,
5 now at Hoekitika interviewing Dr.
Bell {director of geologiral snrvey) is
rogard to the composition of the pnrties
and a3 to the generzl procedure 1o be
adopied. The Karamea distriet, on the
West Coast, north of Westport. is io be
ihe first place examined. The praspecling
party theze i3 to start work at once. Mr
Neill will shortly leave for the North to
organise another party to examine {le
Bay ef I:slands district. It is propored
to reserve certain arcas for prospecling,
the boundaries of which will he notified
shortly, The parties will consist of fonr
or five expurienced wminers, who  will
he Government oftivers fur the tima be-
ing. It is probable that the system of
aoll prospeeting uader Guvermment su-
pervision will be extende and Parlis-
ment will be askéd te grant thie neces-
sary authoriiy.

A Teacher's Dismissal

A question of some interest has avi-#n
in connection with the dismissal of Misa
Harrison frem  the position of =chool
mistress at Te Oranga Home, Aiss Har-
risom appealed to the Teachers' Insti-
tule Lo support her in her protest, and
at the last meeling of the vemmitice
her letter was roncidered. Tt was point-
ed out, however, 1hat the Education Act
only made provision fur the instituts
taking steps to forward an appeul whers
the appellant wus a teacher employed
by an education buard.  Asx Miss Hare
rison is not cmployed by any boird, bat
by the Depaytment, it was thought that
the insitule conld web do auything in
connertion with her appeal. It was de-
cided to forward the correspomdence to
ihe executive in Wellinglon with @ view
to griting a lryal opinion un the ques-
tion raised, Whether the justitute wonld
in any ense support Miss Harrsion in her
appeal is still an epen guestion.

Police Promotions,

The fullowing promndions und lrans-
fors in the police force have been mude:
Conslubles I'. lough {Winton}, B 1),
O'Cennell {Leeston), W. Miller (Waipu)
are yaised to the rank of sergeant, and
are transferred ta Christehureh, Daneidin,
and Chrisichurch respectively, Sesgeant
Rimpson {Aucklund) is transferred lo
luvorcargill, and Constable Kerr (Wel
lington) is transferred to Waipw



