A Beginning of Winter

Written by PIERROT in London,

When you are basking in the sunshine
of Judges Bay, it i3 diffienlt to imagine
Btreets three inches deep in anow, and
& uipping cold thai scts your ears a-
tingling,  But, though this is my first
English winter fur seven yeara past, I
feel constramed to remark that, evil
wy this weather is, it is not s bad, or,
rather, jty effects ave not so bad, as
we are often led to believe,  And here,
of cuurse, I wmust be umderstood to
qualify y judgment <o far o= to admit
thuat there is o very sarge section of the
populetion, cousizting of people unable
to aiforst even the price of a scuttle of
coals, to whom a vigzerows whiter is
nmhing short of & cruel imliction. Buot
to those tu whom a minintum oi fair
comfort js attainable, one hins lesx & sense
of depewdence on the weather ju England
than abmost anywhere ebe. £ doubt i€
there i any codntry, ontside of the trop-

(2, where one pass winter with so
many hours of genial warmth. It ia
tulnl, amt peopls kiow it iv coll. There
tu no self-deception, and no one iy 50
foali-h as to pretend thai it @5 warm.
Hinee, it is swmmer indoors, where one
spemds nroxt of one’s day: and winter
oul-ide, where one gors when otie has
made oneself sulliciently lethargic entough
by the fivecide {0 be able to enjoy the
foree of the conirust awl its invigorat-
ing elfocts,

Perhaps it i< partly that we have had
sl o wowderfully dong autnmn. Early
Deeember =aw us still alle to need to
dizper=e with fivez; and it was not much
befure {Niristmas that people were apt
to leave theiv warm gloves at home and
as often as not to sally farth without an
evercpat. Gratituede compels us, there-
iore, to grumble little at the advent of
Kine Frost, when we know =0 well that
with lnek the old tyrant will have taken

lis departure agnin within three or four
wonth+. T am net sure, also, that one
has not tle sense of appropriateness to
enure one to the severities of winter,
1t is par excellence the characteristie
reason—the scason in which the Eng-
Jishman shows Limself as host, as family
manmn, as friend. The iciest of wmen, whom
even a torrid Angust sun seems unable
to welt, luses his chilly reserve before
a blazing study tire,  You find that he
was a goud fellow all the time; only a
fire was wanted to thaw him, and it
has done its work well.  He is genial
aml expansive, bat still alimost pum[ully
sincere.

In Lomdoit itself—and I have taken
care to sce but listtle of it these past
few weeks—one's cheerful view of thinga
receives a check,  ‘There the snow melts
to & hideous compust of trodden, slushy
mud; the sky Lecomes the colour of
dried mustard; and the nir iz thick with
indescribable éxhalations, miasmic, suf-
focating, barcly trauslucent. The po-
liceman and the commissionaire leok
hagrand and janndieed in the yellowing
light.  Ome is glad to reach the clear,
though lardly fre=hi aiv of one of the
Liightly-lighted  tubea, which are as
warm in winter as in sommgs, and serve
to unfreeze one’s tingling feet.

But there one’s grumbling ends, Ten
riiles from Londen—and tea wiles that
the trains on gveasions such as these will
take eighty minutes to eover, blusiing
fop signuls as ther go—and one finds
clear air, ¢lean snow, and a healthy
crispness in the air.  One walks guickly
—and runs withont ridicule—and is soon
within reach again of a well-contrived
and sufliciently enjeyakle summer. Amd
a bedveon: is never sweeter than with a
rraring five and an open window. Indeed
the discovery of the friendliness of firey
—as gne makes friends of dogs and walk-
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ing-aticks and
twelve thousan
covered.

A returp visit to England bringn elear.
ly before one & mimple fact that one is
apt to overlook—that snow is a8 much a
powerful enemy ta be fought e an earth-
quake or & ficod. 1 don’t know what this
recent snowstorm has cost the conniry,
but it muat aseuredly be nomething in »ix
figures. Apart from a gigantic army
engaged in shovelling the deposit fren
the roads, there have heen trains blocked,
telegraph wirea brought down, Northern
towns isolated. Tu the unemployed it
has been of much direct serviee; but in
all sich: cases there are two sides to the
qnestion, and probahkly the snows have
otherwise temporarily deprived large
auntbera of  their livelihood. Thus
Nature’s ill-temper is am expensive jm
soft, innocent-looking enow as in & how-
llnv gale, Bul if communities cannod
ﬁght her in hex tantrums, the individuad
i mere potent. He pmiles from his fire-
side through the frosted glass and purrs
forth his geniul contentment as much as
the contonted tabby on his hearthrug.
Mme could shmost imagine his greeting
the jcy king with t]mt pld-fushioned
schoolboy salutet

ipta—in almost worth &
mile voyage o have dia-

The Londoner's eneny Fog s quite an-
other foe. He is an insidions, pernicioug
fellow, from whem ihere is no eacape, in-
doora or out. He obscures your mental,
a3 your bodity horizon; he makes a town
a room, and a house its dirty, dismal
corner; he depresges Jour existence inlo
an endurance, your profession into a
sordid fight with your immediate sur-
roumdings. Honest, open eoll snow is
another matier. It is eleaw, it is in-
vigorating in modevate doses, and it
gives a refreshing change to the land-
Indeed, there is a wonderful ex-
hilaration for a brief space of time in the
contempiation of a vnst white field where
yestevilay all was a sombre green. And
te us who have tearned by long abzenca
to look upen it in the light of a novelly,
it las all the fascivation of a dainty
fairyland of glistening whiteness, sweetly
deceptive in its seeming innocence. How
natural that the  worn-wern traveller
should sink down in those scft white
folds and pass into oblivion of the life of
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ectony and realily, pass willingly ta
dewth through that fair gateway of for-
geifulness,  How easy to understand the
drowsy passion of the snow-bewitched
mountaineer for his futeful love, It he
had strength he would kiss her — the
beautiful, treacherqua I.udy of the
Foows?

1 did wot wmesn te alip iute this shap-
sody. And was I not just now writing
of the seavenper aud his winiry workaf
Such is the auind i its queer processes
And I hope ¥ have dose something ie
show people that ihere mre worse thisgs
on a holiday than an English winter. 1%
nright indeed be fuirly hioted that & vigit
to England that was all in the summer
gave only a partial piciure of the reality,
I don't krow that it would do people
much harm to pasa one winter in five or
tex in England. After all the best value
of travel ix to secure conirasts; and I am
not surs thet this centrast is not worth
much more than its minor inconveniences
would sugpest,
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