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FACTS, FANCIES, QUIPS & COMMENTS

FROM THE AUSTRALIAN PAPERS,

in~tanve of exclu~iveness maintain-
ed unicr difticultivs is reported from the
Lilies' cabin on an inter-coloninl liner.
Al were sick except one lady and & eat,
which wundered uneusily sbout.  The
lady ventured te utruke the cat, re-
marking, “[eor pussy. The ent was in-
clined to respond, and elevated its tail, in
tohew of goedwill, when frem a nm;..h
Lerth eame in choking tones the
“Excuse me, that is a private
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Tlave yow ever seen a Maoriland bush
roml in winter thnet 1 bave (writes
“Phiz? in the “Hulletin™), and what's
mure, have lived with one between me
and civilisalion, It in ome of those
things whiclhi afect a strong man just gs
P g_ll-,-i of water would it offered to a
confirmed  soaker! 1 heve seen Toads
which are reputed to conceal In their
bosam= whole harrels of lost and suuken
beer, 1 have driven sheep throngh pad-
docka, <lraving staples on the way, be-
cause the rowd was a qlmgnnle. On ona
Ocuasion, where the “making” of the
road luul left a small lloclgu neay the
fence, T ddrove a mob of wheep alony this

ledge, Bot the ledgze was broken in one
phace, and the liquid muad resched under

the fenee. What was the leader to do?
;T\g[ 1hat sheep stop? Noi he look a
ieader, and landed ju the mud, Flis
wmates followed, and swarmed - across
hiv hack, That sheep was a mattyr to
mind, and his monument was mod. But
his nmiemory is reverrd as a pioneer on
that road. You wilk realise what mud
nmeans if yon read this extract from a
letter sent by a seftler at Whangamo-
aua to the Minister of T.ands {he was
asking that sometLing be done to his
road)c—"AMy little girl died last week.
T couldn't get & Jovtor. and T couldn’ get

her to the cemetery, so I buried her in
the cleating near b_\' You can’t imag-
ine Low bad the roud 117
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‘Hc was a \Pry distinguished \'mllmst,
with a nine you could prmlounre 4hree
differ and he hntm'l giving' én-
coF Hla 1(lud.111(c in thig regard had
movial his manager’ o curse Leliind town-
dudl organs in five contineuts. e was a
hard star Lo drive at any time, but some.
Lhing lappened ane evening that neariy
made him back out of the musicat heave
ens. 1L was a viee-regal night, and the
hult was filed witl rank ad fashion—
&l exeept one chair in the front row,
which wus filled with a sunburut man
from the bush, Ho“ the Man from the
Bush mamged ta arrlve at a gninea seat
at suciz a nlll)\\ it clear, bat the suppo.
rition is L he paid. He Jistened indel-
Jlgu‘mT\, apphunted lilkrally, aml seemed
to enjoy lnm-dl‘ until afler the secoud-
Jast maaber, when  ihe  Distinguished
e’y very evident reluctionwee tn respomd
ta the applavse secwmeil to sour his enthu-
siasm aml make Dbim angry. O Encore!
Fugarel™ he shouted, stamping vigorously
on the polished floar aud making a tre-
mendouy naise. * Uome on! Mocovel”
Thi Pistinanisleal One ~leod boawing wn-
graciot-ly at the back of the siage, but
didn'e ties, The Tshman kept on
clap with the crawd for a lew see-
ard=; then, with an angry exelamation,
thrasr his laad inio lis pocket and. polt-
g out hwif w crown, cast it on the plat-
Jurm Py, vou fikdlor? T e voared,

shamelessly:s * il you won't play for love,
play for wonay! ™ llistory records thet
tire Dictinguirhed One that pight rmarherd
lis priceless genuine Btrad.,, valued at
110 .
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mnu“ng thing now
in progress  in Sydney  is the
competition  regarding  the mname of
the ecapital vity. The conflice wagz inati-
tuted by the ** Star Surely the editor
nust feel like putting in * Nemesis 7 ws
his own coniribution to the thoussnda of
appalling pames submitted to him. Unly
one iumorist appears to have offered hia
help to name tlict Federal capilal, and
he lunds out * Ballydudley.” No one has
suggested Ballywliackmaquew or Whack-
Lally, but Messina and Denmark and ln-
vernesy are in the list. Dudleyville an+d
Deakinville ave 1he offerings of the ut-
terly banal mind. Guelphstown is gro-

The  only

teaque, and the proflers of guch mames

as The Mother Uity of Ausiralin and
Huuwe International State ough tto be re-
monstrated with for setting up such a
stardard of extravagance. We'd have to
get speeial elongated envelopes to earry
such addresses, gnd then the extra ink
used would be n acriond item. The choice
of name rests with the Australian Lar-
linment, and doubtlesa it will have the
bad taste to select Federal Capital in-

. stead of W mnhnton, or Weolgoldia, which

bark tree lying prone.

are actunlly in the list of the submitted
niunes. s
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I knew

remarkably rapid, but wuntil the other
day had no data on which to estimate

the lhaste of the great Anstralian vege.

table (sa{s a correspondent in a Nydney
paper). YWas poking about ome of the
has-beeir auriferons creeks of Qippsland
in company with the oldest inhabitant
who - hads come in _with the flrat rush
sorile’ ontv-two'yeal'é ag
gléd’ on, the apuient enmp jed "his stores
of memory over me, pointing eut the
wpobs where “big nuggets and’ rich’. dabs
Tiad boen ‘gouged out,* At last we came
to his ol claim, on the nose of 'a spm-
and, as he piloted me over the uneven
surface;, I hoticed n huge, dead stringy-
It had falien with
ané root-prong in the soil in such a
way that a living, vigorous tree tower-
ed skyward, ﬁrml} rovted to its dead
pruwmtor Called the o chap’s atten-
tionn teo this, aud Lie remarked that he
“minded- Hm dead tree well” e had
prubbed it himself forty-one yeard ago.
The grewing iree was, of course, not
over that age, We spanned it 4ft, from
the ground, and found it about Gft. tin.
in  cirewnference. We estimated the
Irngth of the straight, symmetrical bar-
rel 1t 80ft, Timber that grows like that
cries aloudt for eonversation,
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HCiet™ learus new things anent frogs:
I was, up to and until the last day of

rext s ever wax, under the delusion
Lhat dampness was absolutely neeessary
to the several breeds of frog, But on

ihe above-quateld day, T stumbled on
three tat hrown members of ihe épecies,
wha, though far from neisture of any
demeriplion, were none the less lively.
1 pracf were meeded of their energ
their fraplically yvivacious leave-laki

.
the growtll of eucalyptus was

- The Weekly Graphic end New Zealand Mail for Fcbruary 24,

of me supplied it. It was on the sum-
mit of & bare brown hill that I un-
earthed them. The Rivering . thermo-
weter halted at 103 deg. in the baek
verandall, and the npenrest water sim-
mered at the foot of a Lill just five
furlonga distant., A slab of granite
formed the froys' gunyah, and the at.
wiosphere  was  appurenily their sole
source of sustenance. It hadn't rained
for three weekn. Yet they presented all
the frownless, say, and ¢lommy anpect
of itheir relatives who dwell in pools and
surface tanks, ®ince then, ir various
di~cussions aneunt the croakers, ] have
learat that the green varicty "of them
are alse wont to wander long distances
from water hereabouts. They invariably
umble back to wetness, however, when
ilie spirit moves them to deposit their
spawn,  This feat—I refer to the discov-
ery of the water, and not to the spawn-
ing—is worthy of profound remark, inas-
mach as the local liguid is estored in
tanks, which are scattered promiscucusly
over fthe wap at lrregular infervala.
Verily, the syuat, beady-eyed hoppers
know things,
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British War Minister’ Taldane has
heen scoffing at the slack individual who
‘“ anuses himself, hut does nothing for
hig country » in the sway of defence: and,
considering that Londom with 6,500,000
people—more than one-seventh of the
whole population of the British lalea—
bas only supplied about 15,500 men to the
Tervitorial Army, it Jocks as ii Haldane
had a right  to jeer. Yet, in reality, he
las mene. _Young men don’t join the
Territorial Army, Libcanse, If they do so,
they get the sack., HEmployers dof't want
men who have to get a few liours® leave
every now and then for drill. If {rain-
ing were compulsory the employer would
have to put up with the disability, be-
eaitse all young nm would huve the sania
drawback: Dbut owing to persons like
Haldane it Jsu’t compalsory, therefore,
young man who volunteers loses his job
and one who doesn't voluntier gels it
Probably the young man would like-com-
pulsory training as a break in the shop
or office routine, but he can’t get it; he
only gets Haldane’s foolish seofi. Hal-
dane says in his bitlerness that “ a short,
sharp Act of Parliament in war time”
may compel the slack person * Lo do his
duty in the:matter of home Qefence—
in other words, he will he rushed to the
front al the last moment. anlrained, and
not kpowing aie ond of his gun from the
other. A brilliunt ipun is Haldane.
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TROUBLE MAKING.

Trouble making is an older industry
ilhan the manufacture nf steel,  Cain, the
trouble maker, got into artion before
Tubal Cain, the irom worker; and Eve
got Adam iute hot water long before the
boiler makers wnion began businers.

There are three bramis of trouhble,
aginary, borrowed, and real.

Imaginary trouble consists of railroad
aceidents, earthqualkes, fires, suicides,
discwses like the patent-medicine man
maked, the poor-honse, death, and the
grave carvefully mixed and taken after a
late dinner, or a drop in the stock mar-
ket.

Horrowed trouble is the kind we gnb
from our wvelatives, 1Tts principal ingre-
dienuts are v horrowed money, hirth-
day presents. adviee, amnd expectations,
But the real article is produced as fol-
Iows:—Put the zandals of sndnrance on
vour feet, tuke your life in ¥our hands
and follow Dby turns How-te-he-Tlappy
Philoaopher, the IPreacher of Physical
Culture, aml the Apostle of Diet.

im-
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THE MUSINGS OF AN OFFICE ROY,
. — N

The man who is in the biggest hurry,
to see the * boss™ ia usually the man
the “bosa™ im in the biggest bhurry te
get rid of,

The suceessful polilician knowa the
meaning of the words on the doors of &
bank. It takes the “ Push” to get im
eloae to the coin, and a “ Pull” to get
away with it

There is just two ways to win ihe
“boss’s” attemtion. Work bard or be
2 blonde stenographer, -

When the head bookkeeper ealls you
down, don't get sore; just smile, and
when the collector he bas been dodging
calls agaim, show him where he sits.

When the “old man” says he will be
hack in five minutes, don't believe it.
It takes longer than that to put the ice
in the glass.

When the 2o0d- lookmg stenographer
¢omes in dressed up like a Broadway)
show window, act like you didn't sea
her. It is mean, but women must be
taught their place.

Nothing sneceads like sueces 56, unleEs
eome one dies aul leaves it to Jou.

Next to a soft answer, there ia no-
thing like a soft drink fo drive away,
wrath -when the bosss \\)fe las been
waiting for him, |

Ah\axs be kind to umr mfcrmrs even
the insurance ngenli They have a right
1o make a living, even if they do make
a fuss about it.

When the man from the country \\ho
is mtrong on his “boeyhood days” talk
wanis to see the “boss always show him
Tiebt in, espmi.\]h on Sntnr«lm‘;s It
shows vour heart is lu ibe right plaee,
i your head isn'f.

When the hookkeeper who wears the
rogebud in his buttonhole js whispering
confilential aver the ‘phone, his face
¢hinrned up into whipped cycam. smiles,
don't walk away; gel in lose and listem
It shows a friendly inierest; ang he likes

When the “old man™ growls. at you
for nothing, don't sulk; kick the ecaf,
If you haven’t ane, ‘bonrm it.
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The Maoriland Government has been
reeomstructed, amd some maore of | the
old Beddonites have been dropped out. A
Maoriland Cabinet is a weird thing, .For
instance, Jimmy Carroll is Minisier for
Qfampa and Deeds; J. A, Millar is Min-
ister in charge of \l'achimery Departinenty
3. Fowlda is Minister in charge of Men-
tal Hospitals; and T. MaeKenzie is Min-
isfer in charge of Scenery. Of course
thiey have other portfulios as well—quite
a heap of them. Aloost apything is
'largp enough to make a porifolio out of
in Maorviland. TFhat place may yet have
a Minister for Back Doows and Yards,

Dr. Sheldon’s Digestive
Tabules are not a Cath-
artic . but- a Digestive,
and no pill bhabit can
ever follow
The habit they induce is
the habit of good diges-
tion and consequently
good health,

Those whn lave 1|Imn this mechcme 1re am'wed at :ta splendid lealing power.

Astiana,

i o dive 10[1
E medicine,
Lo Cure s rerkain,

Smait Size, 2,8; Large Size, 46 Sald by all chemlstu and Mecll

Consumption is not known

where “ Coughs”

'

o, .Ghemist, Gcelong. Vlc.urla.. Forwarqled to any Address. whan not obtainable locallys
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cine Vendors, and by the Proprietor. W. L8 ‘HEABNE.‘.‘, :
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- Sufferers {rom Bronchits, Cough, Group,
nlliculty .of Dreithing,” Floarsenéss,” Pain or Soreness in the Chest, experierce delightful and rapid relief; and to those
who are subject fo Colds on -the chest ittis. mvaluable, as it eflects a cnmpletc cure., It is most comforting in dllaymg Irritation
in the Thront and giving Strength to the Voice, and it neither allows a Cough nor Asthima to become chrenic, nor Consdmp-,

have, on their first appearance, been properly treated with this, ‘.
o house shuud Le without it, as, taken at tl\q begmmng, a duse or twe is genemily suflicient, and a complets ...
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their use..



