10

Me. and Mra. Alexander, went down the
Wain Trunk line te Wellington on Mon-
day, They are returuing to England
the lomic,

Mrs. and Miss Lirson, of Farnell, re-
turned to Awckinnd last week, after a
delightful haliday spent in Sydoey apd
Ghe Llue Moutlains,

Mr. H. Fyre Keuny, SM. at Neolson,
has received intimation {say» the “Iost™)
that he will be retired from the wervice
©h superannuation as from 3lst Mavch,

Mr. Blanley ]\mg!lmrv formerly uf
the DLrisbane” “Cowiier,” and now a6ty
ciate-editor of the mouth China “Daily™
News.” Hongkong. is visiting We]!lm_,tnn

My Cartwright-Brown, the well-known
Hawke's Day lsadowner, who has been
on 4 visit to Kngland, returned to the
Dominioi by the Twrakina.

SBtaff-Captain Colvin, the mnew editor
of the New Zealund “War Cry,” arrived
in Wellington from mydney by the Uli
mzron last woeek,

The supplementary list of Renior Civil

Bervice examination passes. includes the
names of (reoffrey HL J. Mellvop (Auck-
land) .and George L. Wilson {Auckland)
a3 having pased in six subjects.

Mr, ¥, 8 Faulkner, the well-known
New South Wales squatter, arrived in
New Zealand by the s«, Mareco from
Bydney lust  week  and went on to
Totorua,

Mr. E. Muaxwell has heen ele(-tod acling
chairman of the New Plymouth Harbousr
Bourd during the absence in England of
Mr, 4. B. Connett, and Mr. J. Ward act-
iog-treazurer during Mr, King's abaence,

Mra, and Miss Gilles, arnelt, whe are
at present paying farewell visits in the
Bouth, leave New Zealand on Thursday
mext, in the Ionic, Miss Williamson ac-
companying.

Mr. E. D. Bell has taken his seat on
the Council of Victoria College, Welling-
ton, as the representative of the Profes-
sotial Board, in plare of his brother, Me.
H. D. Bell, K.C., who has resigned. |

A Londen Pross Associntion cable an.
mounces that Professor Stirling, Pro-
fessor of Physiology at the Adelaide Uni-
wersily, las had the degree of Doetor of
Heience conferred upon him by the Ca.m-
bridge Lnl\'elslty

Mr. _and  Mrs. _Wr]lmm Ba:.ll,
of Mount Fden, accompanricd | by
Mr. and rMa. W. Ball, jun., and Mrs.

Wright, are Ieaving Auckland next week
for an exlensive tour in England and on
the Continent.

Prof, and Mrs, Seager have gone down
the Main Trurk line to Wellington, where
Prof. Heager will attend ihe Rhodew'
eBcholarship rommittee meeting. Lhey
will spend a few days at Palmerston
North. and ¢lher towns on the way.

Dr. Dryden {3lendining, an old Napier
Iigh School boy, has  peblained his
#.R.CH. degree in London, and has heen
wwarded the Lancer Research &cholar-
sbkip at the Middlesex Hospital, London,

Mr. T. ¥. Leihy, who has been in
tharge of the

Foultey: Depot for the past year, has

resigned from his position, and will be °

replaced by Mr. Burke, of Dunedin.

The Grand Hotel is quite full of Well-
Ington people at present, who have come
ko Auckland to be present at Miss Una
Williwms' wedding. She will be married
from Cintra on Tucsday.

The Iton. T. Mackenzie, acceding to the
unanimoeus request of the Dunedin Board
of EKducation, has agreed to conlinue a

member of the Board until the expiry of -

kis term a few mouths hence,

The Ion, R. McKenzie, Minister for

Publie Works, who will Visit Gisborna

" shortly on railway matters, will be ace
corded a civie function, and during his
atay he will be asked to formally open
the new Waikohu hridge.

Mr. Charles  Rae, assistant railway
guard, on the on-maiun of his transfes
cnce to Morrinsville, was tendered a com:

. plimentary smoke social by loeal railway
Aervantn ot Chweliyapa Tast week, when a
gold watch wus presented him as a mark
of esteom,

1lis Exc¢ellency the Governor intends to
visit the Urewcra Country next aonth,
and will probubly visit Aucklund after-
warlse.,  In April Lord Tlunket, it is un-
alerstood, will pay an offivial visit 1o the
ook and ollier islabds.

Mr. A1 MeRay, who liaa been man-
maer of ke dne hranch of the Bank

of ‘New South Wales for the pust tenr
received balice of hix appoint-
wsiiip of 1he bank at
Wales,

Fears, h
ment o Lhe manm
T ;nn\orlh New Saull

Tl selpplion (-onnnlttrn in 'T"Hmwm'l.
chosen Ay,
<avs Ll “Tasmeangian Hlunlu
fab T8, TG his sehde] daropr. w
heran al Ale Slate selieal  at Stantey

F

{Ta~mania), Mr. ards won scvcral

Aurkland Government ’

scholarships, ultimately obtaining his
LL.B, degree,

A farewell sovinl to the Rev. E. I
Wyatt, locum tenena of the Xev, A, K.
Hmith, and welcoming back the inenm-
bent of the parish, was held at 3t. John
the Baptist's Parish Hall, Northcote, A
putse of sovercigna was presented to Mr.
Wyatt as & mark of esteem, and Mr.
Hunt, on behalf of the congregation, wel-
comed back Mr. Swith.

Mr. R. Pitchiord was honoured at an
enthusinstic gathering at Waite's Hall,
Mt. Kden, Auckland, prior to his de-
parture from New Zealand on a trip
ta the Old Country, My, F. Farrel,
on behali of the assembled compnny, pre-
sented him with & very handwone, teavels
ling bag as a mark of the ligh esteem
with which he was held in the district.

Mr. Cyril Jackson, son of Mr. F, Wl
Jackson, manager of the Union Steam
Ship Company, at Sydney, died recently
at a private hospital after a brief ili-
nesy. " Mr. Jackson was operated on for
appendicitis, but succimbed, The deceas-
od, who was a mewber of the staff of the

German-Australian  Steamship Company,

was highly esteemed.

The fnllowmg officers have been “ap-
poinied for the Auckland Chawber of
L'ommerce: — President, Mr. B, Kent;
vice-president, Mr. M, M. McCal-
Kent; vice-president, Mr. M, M. MeCal-
lum; counncil,” Messrs, 1. J. Bagnall, E,

" Friday atiernoon,

‘Amderson, &, A. Longuet, L. M. Myers,

A, B. Hoberton, J. M, Mennia, A, Burt,
4. H, Upion, and G. L. Peacocke,

Last week Mr. J. H. Field, for many
years treasurer of the Lodge Aldzandrs
P.AF. Bociety of Amkhnd anl who is

now about to leave on an extendéd tour

of the Mother L‘onntty and Australia,
was bidden * bon voyage” by the breth-
ren of his lodpe. As ¢ mark of esteem in
which Bro. Field ix held, Bro. H. A, Sea-

brook, W.(GM.. on behalf ‘of the mem. ’

Jers, presented him with a Past Master's
collar, and with a handseme pair of field
glasses, the ‘gift of the members of the
(irand Fxeeutive Council,

At the last meeting of the. Vietoria

College Council, Jfohn Allan Thomson,
B.Se. {(N.Z.}, B.A, ((xon), the first New
Zealand. Rhodes scholar, and a son of
Mr . M. Thomson, M.P. for Dunedin
North, was appeinted leciurer in geo-
logy and demonstrator in Diology. Mr
Thomson is at present lecturer in -geo-
lopy at &t. Jolin’s College, Dxford. .
P, Wilkon, M.A., was appointed lecturer
in economics, and he has now handed-

in_hig re%:gnatmn a5 a member of the

C'ollege Council.

Mr. ¥, F. Howarth leaves Auckland on
March 22nd -for Calvutta, per F. and 0.
lLoat from Sydney. -

Mr. . Thomson, M.P, for Dunedm
North, was enterlained by his support-
ers on Tuesday week, and presenfed
with a purse of sor ercigns, the sum run-
ning into three fighres.

Mr (. Paterson, "of Messrs. John Burns
and Co., and Mrs Robertson, leave Auck-
land by the Wimmera on Monday for
Hydney, to- join the Ortona there for
England.

Mr P. W. Bolland, who Yt Auck-
tand for a lengthy tour of  Europe
and Amerita on Monday, was presented
[ast weok with a handwome piece of plate
by his employers.

Mr and Miss de Montalk left Auckland

last week bu the Main Trunk line en rolte -

to Londen, via f:)dnoy, Kuez, and South-
ert Europe. It in their
spernld some time in Spain.

Mr..and. Mrs, H. A, Parmelee, of Hono-
lulu, Ieft Auckland on . Monday -
Roturua with- the intention-of making
an L]ght week slay there as a finish. t.o
their round ihe :world tour.

intention t,o_

for-

The Hon. D. Buddo, Minister for, I’ub-

lic Health,. has- made.an a.lrtemhmn
his travelling movcments. and,-instend of
procecding to Auckland from Napier, as,
wag imtended, will return to Wellington
for a few dnys after which he will leave-
fur the Northern city.

Sir Grabham Hamond-Graeme, B.u't.
wha arrived at Sydney Just week by the.
KM, China, has
Enzland on account of Lis health, ahd
4 on his wny tn New Zealand for deer-
shooling and fishiny. ®ir Gralam Graeme
wis fornwr%y in the 16th Lameers, and
served im the Abyvsainian war of 1RG7.9.
His home is at i'n«hwa\trr, in the Inle of
Wight,

I?lw I.ir;n A ‘Mlllar was f.endnrpll a.

pubiie Teception i the Dnmedin - Carriv
son TTall . Jast wovek
appointment to the pnsmnn of Minister
for Railwaye: Speoches of n hx'rhl\' enmb
plimentacy  patne
Findlay,., Ton. T., Mack
Taal; the: Muyor -

Mepars, Witty and TAvee M PSS
Woaodhonze, and 1. APherenn,

been ordered - from-

There
was a large and enllusiastic aitendance,

"'here -was a pleasant funetion in the
newsrovm of the “Auckland Star” last
week, when the editor (Mr T. W.
Leys) made a presentstion to the retir-
ing editor of the “(iraphic” (Mr. E. W.
. Ratlbone} from the complete liter-

ary, commercial and mechanical staffs ot -

both papers. Mr. Rathbone has been ns-
sociated with these journals for twenty
years, and retires from his present posi-
tion because of ill-health. Mr, Leys re-
ferred ‘to Mr. Rathbone'a high aitain.
ments a3 a journalist, and the universal
eateem in which he was held by every
department of the office with which his

PR g . o .
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duties had in any way brought him in ~

contart. It was the heartiest wish of every-
one predent that Mr Rathbone early in
his holiday would Be restored to a full
rayeaaure of health, and would have a2 most
enjoyuble tour abroad. Three thearty
cheera were given for Mr. Rathbone be-
fore he feelingly responded, The presén-
1iation took the form of a handsome New
Zealand-made and initialled  travelling
rug, a travelling case, and an uwmbrelin,
A further evidence of the depari-

ing journalist's popularity was a large -

gathering at the Commereial Hotel on
Mr Rathhone was

presented with a handsomely illuminated ~

address by the Auckland hranch of the
New Zealand Institute of Journalists.
The presentation was made by Mr. W,
Gholto Douglas, president of the branch,
on behalf of its members. The health
of the recipient. proposed by Mr. T. W,
Leys, wos drunk with enthusiasm, Mr.
Rathbone left Ly ™Monday night’s ex-
press to catch the Ionic at Weliingtoun,
procgeding direct to England,
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THE NORTH AUCEKLAND MAIN
TRUNK LINE, '

WHICH SHALL BE THE ROUTE?

Now that the Main Trunk Jine South
of Auckland has been completed, and

"has been finally taken over by the Rail-

way Department, the Public Worka De-
partment is turning its attention to the
Northern end of the line with renewed
vigour, For many years tlie line has
been open te Helensville, and graduaily
the rails have advanced northwards till
now they reach Wellsford, a spot sixty-
nine miles north of Aunckland city: The
ceremony of opening this sectiom was
performed last week hy the Minister for
Public Woerks, the Hon. R. MtKenzie,
who -has been travelling all over .the
country, and familiarising himself with
the lay of the land. There is some dif-
ference of opinion as to the ronte the
line should mow take, and rival deputa-
tions lave been waiting on the Minister
all aleng the line.

Our special correspondent, whoe is
travelling with the Minister, explaina the
position edbncisely, Writing from Maun-
gatureto, he says the difference so
far had ‘been pargchial. e con-
tinues: “In an address at that township
the Minister made it patent that the
difference of opinion up to that point
was merely a flea hite compared with
the great interests involved beyond Me-
Carroll's gap; therefore, in order to ob-
tain the concise position of affairs, 1 have;
from an authoritative
source, and find that ihe crux of the
mat!,er centres really in the question of
whelher it should pass eastward or to:
westward of Tangihma Range. . .There _
are two points definitely fixed by natural
conditions through whick. s central main.
trunk line pausé -pass... These :are Me-
CarrolPs gap on the south. and ‘the Man-
gakahin florgep some 30 wiles from
Kuikohe, on the north. In a direct line
between the two points is the Tangihua
Range, one of the highest mountains:
north of Auckiand; therefore, it must be .

. obvious thai & curve will be neceasary -

in adopling either suggested.route to con-.. -
nect these points, Thiryy years ago, when
Mr. Knorpe's survey -party contoured..
the couniry, the lend to esstward was
open, and to some extent sebtled, Wha--
ngarei was then the only important set- -
tlement morth, and was the first objec~
tive point of & North Auckland rajlway,:

. and it has been pointed out that the.

country of Maungakaramea: was faveur..
able to the extension of ihe line to :the
North. The question of railway continua-
tion, ete., to the extreme North had lain
dormant during interveming years until
recently. In the meantime ihe immense
vailey of the Northern Wairoa River,
which at the time of Mr. Knorpe's ex-
ploration was unsettled.and was covered

. by vast unbroken forest, and the nature

of the soil covered by the bush- never
having been ascertained.

During recent years a very rapid ex-
tension of settlement had resulted in
almost all of the forests beiny converted

‘ into farmlands, a large portion of which

- Ralwiay line passing

has proved to be equal in fertility to the
finest grazing land of the South. Mani-
featly the ovcupants of, this, vagt Jertils
area consider themselvey entitled to havc,
the question of route pf the Main Trunk

tﬁr‘ough this part, oE
the peninsula o be entirety recons:do‘;ra&
wilth the light of present-day develop..
ments.  Many arguments can_ be adduged
by either party which will prove thak

: the ponstruction of the reilway by clther

route will be a profitable wndertaking’
The point &t fssue is not n local cne,
as the lines are never widely diverged,
but is one very naturally affecting the
interemts of the settlers of the Far North,
and involves such nalional .questions “as
the securing of the best -express - rail °
route, and the best line from: a siratel-
gival point of view! in: the! defeme of
the Dominion. !

14 might also be polnted out thﬂ:t tho ¢
fslund in only about 40 miles i extreme
width on Lthe northdrn peninsula, so’ thalu
whatever route is. decided: the settlers.
on either - side will! be  within t.wentj’
miles-of the railwnyr a4 biireme: poihtive.

Spenking at & banquet tendered by
the Duargaville Borough Council, the



