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Ai: -Perlin,

NG Edward and Queen  Alex-
andras ¥isit to Berlin will peob-

ably have the éffect eof still. fur- .

ther Anglicising the manners and

customs of sotiety in the German
eapital.  With _ all  this' " professed
hatred of the English and English ways,
Continental couwntries are very fond of
copying our methods,
vouth loves nothing better than to be
thought. em  authority on English sport
and _English social custems. 1t iy not
very long aga since the Kaiser sent the
Crown Prince to attend a regular courss
oi studies at the Berlin Techrical High

School. . That a sclon of the Prussiam

dynasty should leayve the bealen track
of military exercises and military tactics
t1 leart matters technical, such as elee-
tricity, mechanics and engineering, was
& thing previonsly unheard of and many
remonstrances were made. - But the Em-
poror defended his action by pointing
out that = moderr monarch should be
equipped with a practical ture of mind,
end he contended that a great deal of
the political and colonial success achicved
by Englishmen was due to their gift of
viewing matters squarely and soberly,
unhampered by theories.

IO
The Anglicised Gen;mnn.

In matters of spert the Germans have
ebown themselves oaly ton anxious to
copy the English people. They have
feunded rowing clubs, football associa-
ticas, and kindred institutioms. Tennis
is quite the vogue, and the Berlin West-
end Temnis Club is one of the most ex-
clusive and fashionable ¢lubs in the City,
Lnglish nurses are engaged for the
babies, Engiish (Governesses for the child-

ren, and English tutors for the loys. -

Fuorniture iz imported from London, and
the men order their tlothes from Leadon
tailors, The hig hotels, surh as the
fashionable Hotel Kaiserhof and the
Kaufhans dea Westens advertise “FEng-
hish Five o'clock Tea” in their pros-
pectuses and bills. The mid-day meai or
“mittngessen” has given place to lhe
English luneheon, and & stylich dinner
has replauced the colé supper of former
days. The fashionable young German

<ven goes se far as {o try to imitale .

the Englishman’s drawl, and his highest
ambition is to be tuken for an English
University man. The Kaiser has undoubt-
«dly given a great jmpetus in this diree-
tion, and the military easte view some of
s recent actioms with grave mistrust.
Fismarel's great sim was to disoredit alt
1hings Lnglish, and such n reversal of his
policy does not meet with ready accept-
ance from those who follow in his foot-
steps.
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The Pené‘uin' Victims,

The funeral of the victims of 1ke Pen-
guin disaster was one of the most solemn
and impressive sights ever witnessed in

ne Empire city, Five lorries draped with

Union Jacks were used to convey the
coffing, which were nliso covered with
flugs. There were innumerable wreaths
of immortelles, roses, and white sweet

eas, and in front of the lorries cume tha

iesion Band with muffled drums, and
Iong lines of cabs followed: Many people
followed on foot, and many walked along-
gide, whila the streets were lined with
poople standing bareheaded. The hodtes
were interred in two rows of séparate
Er“eﬂ. st the porth end of the ccme-

ery in the presence of a Inrge crowd.

The services jn each instance were brief,

and the gilded

the clergy realizing that it was desirable
to eonclude the obsequies as early and
a8 reverently as possible, Even aa it was

the services which had coirmenecd aoon -

after 10 a.m. extended well into the after-
noon. A solemn requiem mass was cele-
brated at the Sacred Hearf basilica, when
Archbishop Redweod  preached an elo-
quent sermon expressing the universal

© sympathy felt in all parts of the Empire

with the families that had been so sud-
denly bereaved. . - -
- - St

“Fighting Charlie.”

Everybody will regret the retirement
from active service of Lord Charles
Beresford, He has always been popular
with the English people, whe have found
in “Fighting Cbarlie” their idenl of the
dauntless naval officer. When only occou-
pring the rank of lieutensnt, he was

- eelecied to accompany the King on his

trip to India, and be has always been a
favourite with his Sovereign. His first
great achievement was at the bombard-

" ment of Alexandria, where he was in

command of the Condor. s hrav v
earned for him = zignal, “Well done,
Condor,” and he was specially mentioned
in despatches, He served with great d &

. tinction on Lord Wolseley's staff in the

Nile expedition of 1884, and received the
thaoks of Parliament. In the Ilouse he
has been o keen critié of naval policy,
and has persistently advocated the neces.
sity” of keeping up the strength of the
fleet. His relations with gome of his eol-

" leagues became semewhai strained lasé

yenT, and it i3 probable that hie has been
retired owing €o his indiscreet eriticisms
of his supertor officers,
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The Wool Sales,

The Auckland February wool sules pro-
duced brisk competition, and prices were

. firm and ali zorts in fairly sirong de-

mand. . The hetter types of wool realised
ebout the same rates as in January, but
the stained and bush woo! scld exceed-
ingly well af an advance of from #d. to
3d., and more demand was shown for
locks and pieces. . There wns a total
catalogue of 1,700 Dbales as againzt 918
for the corresponding sale uf last year, A
good illustration of the value of sorting
was offered in the eaze of a line sent
in by Messrg, G, W, Bianey and Sona. In
January last they cubmiited ten bales,
and these were passed in at 6d. In the
interval it waa reclaszed by the firm’s
classers, and at the sale last week it was
sold as follows: One bale half-breed 834,
two TLales fins crossbred 8d., five bales
erossbred §%d., one bale dingv crossbred
51d., one eotts Sid., the grin to the ven-
dors being well worth the lzbour ex-
pended.
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Panperism and Chkarity.
The English Local Government Boeard

_etates thut there has been a luxge in-

¢redse in the number of inmates of the
workhouses, though the cost of providing

. for them bas fallen by £30,000 since the

Poplar Union disclosures. 1ln 1008 there
were nearly a million persons in receipt

" of indoor or outdeor relicf, and these

were supporied atl a cost of aver fourteen
millions a year. In London the cost per

“head was exactly double that ontside,

heing £28 18/10, as sgainst £13 9/6,
The inapeeiors appointed by the Doard
commented on the large nmount of alecos
hol comsumed ir ‘the provincial work-

chovkes. One ward cost 53/ per head year-

1y for beer and epirits. The. inspectors

.are alsp unanimous in the opinion that

the Unemployed Act hag produced o bad

offret, and they consider that ik is snp- -

piug the spiri{ of judependence and self-

reliance and teaching people to vely on
public funds rather than on judividual
effort. :

.oon .

Dificulties of the Act.

One of the results of this Act was the
establishment of lubour erdonics at Hol-
lesley Bay and IFamlridge. The resuld
has certainly nat been encouraging. Ree
fore the Hollesley HBay estate heeame
public property & steward with eighteen
farm hands was able to make a small
profit or incurred a snnll loss every
¥ear. Since it became a Htate-relief
work, with 230 men engazed on it, it
lias shown a net 1oz of £22,00 g year.
The net eost per week per man is from
30/ tn 32/, whereas Joeal wages dre from
17/ to 18/ a week. It is said that it
took 67 able-bodied men ten days te
dig an acre and a-half, Aany hn agri-
cultural labourer eounld have done the
task - einele-handed in very little lenger
time. These kihour celonies have results
ed in an enormons waste of publie money,
ard have encouraged workers to The-
lieve that relief work is easicr and hetler

paid than work done outside.
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A Distinguished Visitor,

The proposed visit of Sir (harles Luens,
Assistant Tndor-Seeretary of the Celonial
Qffice and permanent head of the Tromi-

nion’s Department, ko Australusia and ~

Canada canuot fuil to bring about =
better underslanding between the Colo-
nizl Office and the colonies. Tt will be
remembered that at the last I'remiers’
Conference Mr. Deakin urged that some-
thing should be dene by which ofiivizls at
Home might have an opportunity of ac-
guainiing themselves personaily with the
countries with whose affairs they had so
froquently to deal. My Chamberlain
may be snid to have been the first Kng-
lish statesman to try and get in touch
with the colonies, and before his tinme it
was not easy to get even intelligent con-
riderstion of vital questions of colonial
policy. Mix months i8 not very lonz fov
a lour of Canmada and Ausiralasia, bué
Bir Charles will be able {o. gai
practical knowledge of onr affuic
is to be hoped ibat similat tovrs will be
arranged in the near future.
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Unruly CGods.

Frequent complaints are made irom
time 10 tiwe regarling the (onduet of
ceriain roughs whe attend our theatres,
Quite Tecently at ihe Aunckiand Opera
Honae an occupant of the galliery threw
a heer bottle into the atalls, and an nek
lika this might ecasily result in the in-
flictiom of serionus dnjury. or even loss
of life, Mr, G, 1, &Smnith, 1the managex
for the J. . Williameon Coempany, in the
conrse of a letfer to the Press, says:—
“The galleries in Auckland aye noted for
the misbehaviour of sonmwe who regniurly
attend them, with the klca of airing
their eowmion vulgar wit (if the term
inay be used), hy now and then durimr
a performance throwing out rowne vude,
filthy interjection when the artisis are
{in Most cases) engngel 1n 2ome earneat,
tonse scene. I am prepared to sy lhat
even in the midland and nertivern towns
iu England (whers cne looks for the gal-
leryite to be m more rough and wnedos
eated person {zpeaking ge..erally). much
better behaviour exists. Such a thing
us rwde interjections, cracking of nnts
ete., during a quiet scenre, is met with
by instant expulsion.” -

He goes on te say that his request for
g apecinl eonstable to keep order in the
gallery wmet with a refusal on the ground
that the smalluess of the jorce made it
highly meonvenient te spate a man for
rpeeial duty.  The pleasure of (he awli-
enge i3 freyuently spoilt hy the stupid

_nnit vulgar interraplicns of rome of the

accupanty of the gallery, and the thrmw-
ing of boliles from the gallery inte the
stalls, ndds & distinet element of dnn-
ger.  If the police foree is too small Lo

erable it to altend 1o the duly of main-
taining order in public places, then it is
quite time that it should e increased, or
that =zpecial constables elinld be sworn in
for thig duty. 1 men can bLe spared
1o act as avt censory, Lo read and eriti-
clee the literary work of modern novel-
dsts, and to spend heurs in the cndenvour
to persuade a Heensee 1o supply a drink
on Fundwy, stirely one could e found to
attend to the duly of preventiag rowdy-
ism at public eniertainments, 1t meed
net taka the whole of his time, e
conld take with him a eopy of “Le Nu
ru Salon,” and Mr ¥Frnest Rlivs' everl-
Lont snonograph on the classical art ot
Lerd Teighten, together with a lutel
of the latect novels,  There would then
be no reason why keeping order.al ik
theatre should interfere with the ordin
ary rontine Auties of (he foree,

L
The King's Speech.

The King's Rpeech deall with several
malters of great jwpertunce, wud fore-
shadowed degislution that is likely Lo
be keenly conlested,  Owing to  the
adoplion of old aun pensions, anmd ihke
increase in naval expenditure, there wilf
be an exceess of expenditure over receipts
during the coming year.  The eximated
¢ost  of lhe penaron  scheme  was
&£ 6.500,000. bat Mt Hobhonse, one of ihe
Tarliamentary seevetaries to Lhe Frens-
ury, stated st week thal ihe cust
wonld  he nearly L0 M0N0, or
L£2,500,000  over the esiimnate. Thr
Navy cstimates  tofalled  £32319,500
Leing an increase of LU00,00 on ihe
previous vear.  As Lhe prozpeclive rur.
plus in the Budget wns only £241.000,
it will be seem that the pension scheme
nlone. will entail a eonsiderable defieit.
The Welsh Disestablishment Biil byweht
over from last vear, i3 to Le proceeded
with,  Mr Asqnith has pledeed himself
to do his utmost to catry Lhis throngh.
In replying to a deputation which waited
on him last July, he said: “lle sat =
year ago with the lade Sir Henrv Canip-
beil-Bannerman in that room, listening
to the depntation of Welrh mombers, and
he then said he wonld regatd it not euly
az a matter of disappointinent Lt of

" repreach i this Piliament came 1o an

md before o Dizesiablishment 351 had
Yeen carvied throurh the 1onse of Com-
nwons, He thoneht so stil 1t was
their bope, and it was their inteution,
ta submit nevt se-dion to Parlinment
proposals dealing with the malter. That
hope might be frosteated, and their in-
tentions mipht be defeatedt. 17 thev
were, it woud nat Le {hroush any oet
or detault of theirs 1t was hopeless
to depict what the fortanes or tlha pro-
gress of the Wil mielit T, bl he $honoht
they wonld be istird 1o have tihe
Homse of Commons pul in possession of
theivr proposals before the cod of nexd
seasion.”
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England and Germany,

Turning to foreimn alMaivs, Lhe kprenh
contained mweh of great inferest.  Heter-
ence was made Lo Lhe visit of {he King
and [ ween to Twerlin, and Ahe conlident
hope  cas expressed ihat it wonkl de
much to sirepgthen the amicable foelinga
csseniial for the mutnal welfare #nd
prace of forvign relationgr.  Allairs in
Persin had caused nnxiely ns (he pre-
sent {ronbles endangered (he nomerous
commercinl interesia of firent %ritam
and Tersia, The two Governments wire
exchanging views .on the matter, The
Jvint nole preaented by the Nussinn and
Hritish vepresenialives el Teheram Jast
¥eptember has nol been given effect to by
1he Shah, and doulless furlher preasurg
will be bronght to bear to compel bim
io eajcguard the inlerests of threep twa
Towers, The Filuation tn ke Balkans
was veparded As most promising, and
ptisfaction waa esprorsed with tho eleps
heifig tuken 1o guel sedilion and improrg
the administration of affairs in Indis.
1i wil] thus be seen that whils there sy




