
burned until March 3 It U understood
that the stewards intend going thoroughly
Into the matter, and. that as an outcome

Bonn* sensational developments uiav be ex-

pected.

J Finn has Golden Slipper and Belfry
located at Caultleld The New Zealander
had not done a great deal of fast work up
to the time she left Sydney, but she pre-
sented a bright appearance, and on the

few occasions she was sent along, did well
enough to show there was no doubt, as to
the retention of her two year old pace.
That she will ever stay is

now doubted by
many good judges, remarks the Sydney
••Referee.”

Even In Denmark interest in racing is
developing. In 1908 43 meetings .were de-
cided on tiro <1ifferr nt courses, there being
awarded 60.670 crowns and 39 objets d’art.

The major part of the prize money was

raced for at Copenhagen, where 45,R10
crowns were awarded. One hundred and
one horses disputed the races, and the

chief winner was M. C. Moresco’s Machina-
tion, a daughter of Bushey Park, which

himself has proved the most successful
attire.

One of the winning jockeys at the recent

Oakland (California) meeting weighed only
<W»lb. He Is named Harrington, and is pre-
sumably the smallest as well as the young-

\ est jockey in the world. His unique saddle

exploit was greeted with almost hysterical

applause by the live thousand spectators
present. A big field of eleven unruly
horses were engaged, and the extraordinary
Confidence and ability with which the pre-

cocious youngster extricated his mount

from a threatenedmix-up at the start and

drove her through close quarters into clear

sailing on the first turn, evoked exclama-
tions of surprise on every hand.

Concerning the recommendation for the

'mutuels in England, made by the guest of
the Gimcrack Club at their dinner, some

horsemen in the Cui ted States have talked
of the advisability or the possibility of

their being placed in use on the New York
tracks next season. The mutuels (says a

New York exchange) have been tried lately
in Kentucky, where the system was made
legal. Even with this they had not much
success in a somewhat unfair test, but
that Scarcely implies that New York State

would accept them next season in lieu,
of the old bookmaking system.

We have sometimes wondered (says the

“Sporting Times’) what has become of
Molfaa . . As far as big jumping is con-

cerned, we never saw a horse go over the
Liverpool country as he did. He was sold
to the King, for whom he did nothing, and

eventually was presented by His Majesty
to one of bis equerries for a hunter, and.
to the disgust of the equerry, he would not

jump even the most trivial of fences. When
he won the Grand National he had a long
tail reaching to the ground, and up to then
he had always run in that trim. Possibly
cutting his tail had the same effect on him

as Delilah’s hair cutting business had on

Samson.

At the annual meeting of the North New
Zealand Coursing 4 Club, the secretary, Mr

C. R. Tapper, presented the report and

balance-sheet, which showed that the past
season was the most successful yet experi-
enced by the club. The following officers
were elected for the ensuing season:—

Chairman, Mr G. Stevens; judge, Mr F.
•W. Coombes; slip steward, Mr James Tap-
per; call steward, Mr W. C. Griffiths; flag
steward, Mr C. Hannigan; gate steward,
Mr J. Coulson; slipper. Mr G. W. Stevens;
hon. secretary and treasurer, Mr C. R.

Tapper, It was decided to open the season

early in May. particulars of which will be
advertised later.

The stipendiary steward movement is

gradually gaining ground, converts being
won over every day, and It looks to be
now only a question of time when they will

be an accomplished fact. The latest met-

ropolitan Lady to make a move is the

Hawke’s Bay Jockey Club, and at a meet-

ing of the committee held recently, it was

decided to write to the clubs under their
jurisdiction, asking for ®n expression of
opinion on the matter. So far, the Auck-
land Racing Club have not shown any signs
of inteiest in the question, but It Is to be

hoped that it will not be long before they
throw off their lethargy, and use their
powerful Influence to bring about the much-

desired alteration.

Although an effort was made by a con-
temporary to run the Dunedin Cup last.
Wednesday, the time-honoured event-is not
set down for decision until to-day (Wed
nesday). The acceptances for the Cup
are the largest for some years, and are
as follows:—

-DUNEDIN Cl I*, of 400sovs. One mile and
a-half.

The victory of Soultline in the St.
George's Stakes, which was run over a
distance of a mile ami a furlong, at

weight-for age, points to the brilliant son
of Soult. as having improved as a staver.
The field wh’.-h Soultline defeated con-

tained some high • l.iss performers, mid his
win was full of merit. Soultline, it will
bo remembered, was disposed of by James
Twohid last spring for looogs. so that

; . W ■ ■ - new owner, if be Is nt all

f P* cylptlv<-)y ijjr;in« <I. will be now well on
HiA r'gl-t Hh- of rhe icu'.r SouMßup fob
lowed rp Ids'gre-if j'•rforinau<<• in the St.
• r!>*« l-v whining the Cnulfu-ld

Futurity like a racehorse, and he now
takes . uk with the b st spriuters yet seen

U AUBinilußU.

Rule 21. part 3, of the rules of racing,
provides that no trainer who is also a

jockey, shall ride in a race in which more
than one horse trained (either wholly or

partially) by himself, runs, and if lie rides in

a race in which a horse trained by himself
runs, he shall ride that horse. The framers
of the rule were evidently mon who under-
stood the ins and outs of racing, and it is a

pity that the Trotting Conference did not

deem it advisable to insert something simi-

lar In their rules. At the recent Otahuhu
meeting there was regular juggling with

the riders and trainers in a couple of the
races, and while one does not imply that
in the present instance there was any sus-
picion of fraud, it will be at once seen how

easily a swindle could be worked under the
prevailing ’conditions. In the interests of
all concerned the local representatives of

the New Zealand Trotting Association
should bring the question up at the n£xt
conference, with a view to having an
alteration made.

Sir Peter Walker, a prominent racing man
and partner in the firm of Walker and Son's,
breyvers, has made a munificent gift for the
relief of the unemployed of Liverpool. He

has placed at the disposal of the Food and
Betterment Association a sum no’t to ex-
ceed £200,000, for the purpose of furnish-
ing clothing and meals to the poor. An
office has been taken in the centre of the
city, and the work of relief was begun on
December 20, when hot pot dinners were
distributed among men, women, and boys.
In cases of sickness, or distressed families,
motor vehicles will, it is reported, be em-

ployed to take food and clothes to the suf-
ferers’ homes. Sir Pe’ter Walker has

a
string of jumpers at present under the

charge eff Latham, at Osmaston Manor,
Derby. He is the eldest of four .sons of

rhe late Sir Andrew Walker, who died

leaving a fortune of three millions sterling.
Mr J. Reid Walker, the owner of the smart

Duke Michael, and Mr. W. Hall Walker,
breeder of Polar Star, are brothers of Sir
Peter.

They are saying now In New York that
the real, price of Sir Martin and Edward

was 75,000d015, but that only 60,000d01s of

this was actual cash paid down by Louis
Winans, of Brighton. England, leaving 15.-
OOOdols to be paid out of the first or second
stake won by Sir Martin in one or the

other big events for which he is eligible in

England. Sir Martin and Edward were

offered to John Huggins to train in Eng-
land for 45 per cent of the winnings, ac-

cording to the most recent report of this
good pair of American two-year-olds, but

the latter declined. He had had a long
training experience in that country, and

besides being himself a well-to-do, if

not wealthy horseman, did not care to re-

turn to England. Mr Huggins is no longer
a young man, and he is very fond of his

own country, which is Texas. So the two

horses were turned over to Blackwell at

Newmarket at the usual training rates, and
John Madden will himself overlook tlieir

preparation for the English races. Of

course, it is quite possible that Sir Martin
will make the total price 75,000d015, as it

was originally reported. The Derby and the

other stake in -which he is entered are Con-

sidered not beyond him, even by the best

informed English horsemen. The fact that

John Huggins was offered the training of

the horse, however, ■ Is a matter. of news

that hitherto has not been made public.

Mr E. Stevenson, the Indian buyer, who

owned Lionheart and Nonette, holds a high

opinion of racing as carried on in Calcutta,

Lucknow, and other centres in Britain s

great tropical possession. He intends to

get a shipment ready for next season, but

has been rather staggered by the prices
asked in New Zealand for horses suitable

for the Indian market. Horses can be se-

cured much more cheaply in England and

Australia. For example, the champion

galloper up to a mile on the Eastern tracks

is Stirabout, a horse that cost about a thou-

sand landed in Calcutta. In Mr Steven-

son’s opinion, there is no horse in New Zea-
land that could live with this English or

rather Irish importation. The crack sprint-
er is Molly Darling, w’ho was bought for
300 guineas. This mare has won many

races in India under heavy weights. Halvya,

another great galloper, was picked up at a

Sydney sale for 120 guineas; on a New Zea-

land valuation this gelding would be worth

a thousand. Good ponies are always in

demand. They must not be less than five
years old, and not exceed fourteen hands.
Mr Stevenson saw Volume, with only six
stone on his back, beaten out of sight, and

Betrayer, one of the finest hurdlers that
ever left*Australia, and a horse that won at

Flemington with 13.12 up, not able to Win

with 9 stone. These two examples show

that it takes time before expatriated horses
can reproduce their best forhi under the

conditions.

Following his usual custom at the end.
of the season, the Special Commissioner

in the “London Sportsman’’ prints interest-
ing particulars relating to brood mares

whose stock won races during the season.

These mares are arranged under their sires
in order of merit. For some years St.
Simon or Bend Or headed these annual
lists, but this occasion sees Galllniile (19)
at the head of the poll. His daughters pro-

duced winners of £32.069, St. Simon (11)
Is second, bis daughters having turned out

winners of £30,507, and ’Melton (8) third

with £27,139; then comes St. Simon's- sire,
Galopin (3), £24,279. After this there is a

drop to £14.348, which is credited to the
daughters of Ayrshire- (8), a Son of Hamp-
ton, and a grandson of Gniopii), likewise a

near relation to Melton’s dam. Bend Or (I>,
who hitherto played a star part In these

statistics, Is sixth with £12,724; and.is fol-

lowed by a great racehorse, Isinglass (.’'»■)»
with £10.392. Bond Or’s son. Kendal (KB)
who holds high records as a stallion In Ice-
land, Enghtml. and South Ani«»l"ii,' is-next
to Isinglass, with £8811; .ami*. thanks to.own
winner (LlAflgwn). Father Coilfosaor (1) is

on the list with £7878, or £24 In tfrout of: St.
Serf (8); >thon'coHi<*H<>|.«H-d Gou-plr. (12D*<wiih
£-7464.* *a nd Ainoi’lran (nod .Hunovjer (15)
completes the first dozen, with £7380, nil >f
whb h was won by the Frtisquln Ally Rho-

doi'a, who Is out of a Hanover mure.

In commenting on the appearance of the
Kllcheran—-Spun Gold gelding, Tuku Tuku,
at the recent Takapuna meeting, “Augur,’’
of the “N.Z. Times,’’ savs:—“There is a
little history attached to Spun Gold which
is perhaps worth retelling. She was owned
by a particularly astute Individual, who,
during his association with the New Zea-
land turf as an owner, brought off some
and failed with other very ingeniously
planned coups. Spun Gold was the medium
of perhaps the most successful of them.
It happened tn this wise: Meetings were
to take place on the same day at Hawera
and Gisborne. At the former Spuu Goto
appeared among the acceptances for two
events, in both of which there were goodfields. The tote odd layers were fairly pep-
Pered with telegrams for various sums on
‘Spun Gold first start,” while numerous
stay-at-home backers in Wellington also
rang up, as they could In those days, with
requests for £5 on “Spun Gold first start.”
No questions were asked as to whether it
was at Hawera, as this was taken for
granted. Spun Gold came down with the
scratchings for both events at Egmont.
and the layers were lamenting the fact of
having to return or refrain from collecting
a substantial sum from backers, when, like
a bolt from the blue, came the news from
the totally unsuspected source that SpunGold had won at Gisborne a Maiden or a
farmers' Plate, or some equally-easy-to-win contest, and had paid a very decent
price in a**comparatively small and weak
field. Protestations as to being victim-
ised were loudly proclaimed bv the books
but as all bets were accepted on “first
start, ’ irrespective of time or place, thev
had to pay up. and try to do another hardthing under the circumstances— look plea-sant. Perhaps they said, “Oh, Jemima.’”

Mr. John Corlett does not believe in tak-
ing short odds months before a race Re-
cently he wrote: “Though horses won" great
*flces las't season of whose existence last
Christmas Day many were not even aware,
the bookmakers have not been tempted to
open out in connection with forthcoming
events, and a short price about Bayardo
is all that we know about the Derbv. We
well recollect the late James Waugh, who
was a very cautious and prudent man, ex-

pressing surprise at seeing a horse backed
at these odds so long before the race.
‘Every morning when a high-couraged horse
goes out 1 never feel sure that he will come
back again all right, and here we have
people taking two to one about a horse
for a race like the Derby six months be-

fore the race!’ Au object-lesson of 'this
was well brought to our mind when we

formed one of the bodyguard that escorted
Galtee More from Mr. Ben Ellam's stables
at The Warren, across the Downs to the

paddock. Though there was a gate at the

lower end of the paddock through which the
horse might have passed, admission was re-
fused there. The result was that the
horse had to pass through a long lane of
carriages, with every now and again a
block. The coachmen flicking their hprses
to set them going again, with the customary
‘Gpe-ups,’ was enough . to upset, any

thoroughbred, but Galtee More stood it
like an angel. Presently we .came to the
racecourse, and there W'ere ‘held-up,’ as. a
race,was being run. For a moment, in the
midst of the turmoil, Galtee More seemed
to get excited, and there, fortunately, being
room, enough to turn him .round, the lad
managed to get his head round the other
wr ay. He wr as becoming excited, and if he
had lashed out or ‘backed,’ as ninety-nine
out of every hundred Derby favourites
would have done, an accident must have

happened. All this time we kept on think-
ing as we surveyed the critical situation.
‘Some fellows over there are laying 4 to 1

on this thing? It did not look to us even
money on his getting safe into the pad-
dock.”

Considerable comment has been Occa-
sioned in the South in connection with the

disqualification of Ingoda in the Lyttelton
Plate, in which she finished first. The mat-

ter was first mentioned by Mr J. B. Reid,
who claimed that Ingoda, instead of being
by Stepniak—Armigera, as nominated, was

in reality the Miss Niente fijly. The “Can-
terbury Times,” in a leader, speaks very
strongly on the matter, and in the course
of the article says:—“Altogether, it is a

very unsatisfactory case. It is a pity, for
the sake of all concerned, that the doubt

regarding the identity of the two fillies
was not brought under the notice of the
stewards before the race, as a lot of un-

pleasantness might have been averted; But,
as the complaint wr as delayed so long,
there 'is room for regret that the officials
were in such a hurry to conclude their

deliberations and announce their decision.
As things stand at present, of course, the
official position is that it was Zemlia, by
(Stepniak—Miss Niente, finished-first, and.

Ingoda, by Stepniak—Armigera, last in the

Lyttelton Plate. At the same time, and-

with all deference to the views of the
gentlemen who gave evidence before the

stewards as to the identity of the two

fillies, it seems far from clear yet that the
position has been satisfactorily cleared up.
As a matter of fact, if we can rely on cur-

rent talk, there are many good judges, who.
are confident that no mistake has been

made by Mr Rutherford. Some of these
base their opinions on their recollection of
the two fillies as they appeared in the sale
ring as yearlings, and they are very
emphatic in declaring that the filly by
Stepniak—Armigera, for which Mr Ruther-

ford paid 310gs, is Identical with the one

which, under the name Qf Ipgqda, w’op tfie
Lyttelton Plate at Riccarton last Thursday.

If this view Is correct, quite apart from
all question of which is the Armigera' and

which the Misa Niente fifty. It wonts
absolve Mr Rutherford from all respousi*
bility as to any mistake which may have
been made as to the identity of the two
ullies. Under all the circumstances, it
seems a pity that a little more time w’as
not spent over the case before a decision
was announced by the stewards of the
Canterbury Jockey Chib. We have no de
finite information as to whether the matter
is finally settled yet, but we sliotid not be

surprised to find further action taken. The
position at present is that Mr Rutherford,
Instead of having some valuable engage-
ments for a good two-year-old, may find
himself saddled with liabilities in respect
to one which is, as far as can be seen yet,
only a moderate, w’hile his good one has to

stand in her box, for the reason that she
is not entered.”

On the question of w’hether the administer-
ing of oxygen to horses was to be con-
sidered as dope or ix>t, the secretary of
the English Jockey Club, speaking through
their servants, Messrs Weatherby, have
declared the treatment of horses w’ith oxy-
gen “specially so applied” as coming w’ith-
in the realm of “dope.” The following ex-’

plains the position:—

Veterinary Establishment, Victoria-street.
Bishop Auckland, Sept. 21, 1908.

To the Stewards of the Jockey Club,—
Gentlemen, —I have for some time now
been experimenting on racehorses with

inhalations of oxygen gas, and find that
when a horse has had a continued supply
of the gas, administered through a chloro-
form muzzle, for from three to four minu-

tes, there is a marked difference in his

running. More especially is this the case

in a long-distance trial;
These experiments have not been carried

out on rougish horses, but in this case I
have tried well known honest animals,
with the result that in, say, a mile and a
half race, the animal that has been sub-
jected to the oxygen treatment- will, all

things being otherwise equal, just be com-

mencing to feel the same amount of dis-
tress after having gone a mile as the other
horses would do when having gone half a
mile. Therefore, you can see what aa

advantage it is in a long-distance race, say

the Grand' National, for instance, that a

horse has over its opponents when it has
been oxygenised.

Now* that I have explained this treat-
ment to you. I beg to ask if the above
treatment practised on a racehorse before

running at a meeting under your rules
would be a contravention of the law
against doping?

I may say that the treatment leaves no

after ill-effects, but the very reverse, as is
well known in the results after administra-
tion to the human subject.

Awaiting your reply, I am.

Yours faithfully.

JAMES G. .DEANS.

THE REPLY OF THE JOCKEY CLUB.

To that letter a reply, dated September
30, 1908, read as follows:—

Dear Sir,—in reply to your letter of .
September :2G. addressed. tQ. the stewards of.

the Jockey Club, I am instructed to inform

you that the administration of oxygen

gas, iu the yap you suggest would cer-

tainly be considered one of the, methods

of affecting the speed of a
horse which,

under rule 176. would be met with the
severest penalty.—l am, yours faithfully.

E. M. WEATHERBY*

J. G. Deans, Esq., Victoria street,

Bishop Auckland.

He w'as a charming old gentleman, but of

worldly wisdom he was as innocent as

any new-born babe. He had mild blue eyes,

a long w'hite beard, and a nervous manner;

and when the Countess of Appleshire of-

fered him the vacant living of Market Ap-

pleton she thought it well to give him a

word of advice.
“Then there’s the racing set,” she in-

structed him, and shuddered, for the Count-

ess had serious views on life, and regarded

jockeys and trainers and “bookies” as more

hopelessly lost than the people who dropped
their “h’s.” “You’ll have trouble with
them. But I should advise you to cultivate
the trainers., for every trainer who comes

means .a small army of attendant stable-

boys.” . . ;?
The vicar thanked her and withdrew.

He had to admit, after the first Sunday,

that the big parish church w;as deplorably

empty, though the Countess was a host hi

herself, and was, of course, accompanied by

a group of subdued servants from the cas-

tle. The vicar decided that he must start
cultivating the sportsmen at once.' He had
little success, how’ever, until Saturday, 1
when he met Lord Mead'ow'field’s trained out

exercising a splendid bay mare.
rT didn’t see you in church last Sunddy? ’

Mr. Higgles,” he mentioned timidly.
The trainer, a jolly-lookihg man, scratched

his head. “Well, you'see; sir, I’m that wor-

ried aboutour Little Mary that 1 stopped at
'ome sort of to watch1 'er.”

The vicar’s face expressed the keenest

sympathy.
“I'm very sorry to bear that; wr hat ails

her?” . ; . i ; :t

“That’s jest it; I dunno,” was the reply.
“But surely you have called a doctor;

what does he say?”
‘‘Oh, he ain’t no good, dodderin’ old fool!-

Mr. Higgins exHaimed fiercely. Then he 1
glanced keenly at the vicar. “Tell you '
what t sir; If you’ll put In a word for her to- .
morrow, the whole jing-bang' of us’ll come
to church.” - i

The vicar beamed. 1 “I- shall be very glad/*
he said, almost trembling with delight. !•••••

“Done with you, sir,” said Mr. 'Higgins,
and trotted off.

st lb st lb

Qlenculb* -h 8 4 Rose X >l»le ,. 2
Prim H 3 Hiro 7 0
Iianul 7 11 Erskine 7 12
Truganini .. . 7 9 White ("kado 6 9

Field (Jun
..

7 G Ja< k Ashore . 6
Grand Slain . 7 H Sant Rosa leer 6

r*

n'ikitere . . 7 FI Gold Dredge . G 7
Outlander 7 6

TRY PETER F. HEERING’S

CHERRY BRANDY WITH ICED WATER
SWIFT & COMPANY, 32 O’Connell St , SYDNEY, Agents.
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