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FACTS, FANCIES, QUIPS @ COMMENTS

TROM THE AUSTRALIAN FPAPERS,

Mr T. A. Brawae (“Rulf Boldrewood™)
wha was born in Londom on August @,
182d, and who is therefore in his 82nd
year, ntarted squatting or sheepfarming
in Victoria, and later in New South
Wales, when only 17 years of age. Sue-
ceasive droughts swept away his flocks,
awd ke joimed the Civil Service in the
threefold capacity of stipendiary magis-
trate, eoroner and goldfields warden,
The experience he thus gained led him
to write his frat book, “Hobbery Under
Arms,”* which won world-wide fame. He
was 3§ yeara of ape when he married
the daughter of William Edward Riley,
of Raby, New Souwth Wales, The story
goes that he wret ‘hia wife in romantie
circumstances. She had heard that a
smaltl gang of sheepstealers had wmade up
their minda to " “do for Browne” on ac-
count of the stern manner in which he
had dealt with one of their “pals,” The
news was conveyed (o the police magis-
trate by Miss Margaret Mariu Riley, and
it is probable that the warning saved hia
life. He wanaged to turn the tables by
capturing the gang in their ambuscade,
and married Mixs Riler.
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Cattieman Sydney Kidman enjoys s
joke a3 much as any of his frisky steers
{writes a correspondent in “The Critic”),
Ha was once the cause of a green reporter
on the Barrier almost losing his job.
Kidman and several others Lhad driven a
mob of & conple of hundred of piga over
8 big siretch of country, and the roporter
called on K. to ask if that was hiz most
unique experience. The cattle king putled

off u [airy yarn about a flock of turkeya-

he had once driven from Bourke to
Broken Hill, . The scribe asked: “But
how did you get on at night, My Kid-
man P00 said K. in an indifferent
tone, “the turkeys just. roosted jm. the
trecs, and I rent men around every
morning to coflect the eggs” Asd the
scribe swallowed the tale, and a belies-
ing editor published.- =~ = -
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Very unobtrusively o famous American
arrived in Melbourne the other day. This
was Jack Loudon, the anthor of the de-
lightiul books—* White Fang™ and
“The Call te the Wikl.” Me bad kept
his arrival a secret, zod very few people
knew he was coming. Mrs Tom Munn
was there to meet a brother Sucialist, and
Mra Southwell, wife of the manager who
was te bhave towred Jack London ns a
lectarer, There was also Mr Chumpion,
of the red tie and the Sovialistic pro-
clivities, The Socialists all looked for
Jack London in the second-class end of
the train. He was, of course, comfort-

. ably tucked away in the parlour car. Mrs
London was with him. She is a charming
American woman, with all the naivets,
niized with sdveir fare, that character-
ise the TUmnited States woman. There
wia also a dear little Jap, the cabin boy
of the Smark, Jaek London™ famous
yicht, in which he was going round the
world, The Londons are about the nicest
pair of Awericans I have met. They are
B0 quiet and modest and sweet. He in a
charming man, who doss not think much
about himsalf at all, She is full up ta
the oyea with pride in her husband, and

" Ha is very ill.

properly, too. If I had a husbaud like
that I'd be too proud to speak to ordin-
ary people, Just at present Mrs Londea
is anxiously looking after her husband.
¥or .ncarly three months
he has written nothing except that aes
count of the fight which was published in
Melbourne, 1t ia all nerves, a mysterious
disease that the doctors canaoct expluin or
vare. Mrs Jondon is & splendid nurse.
iShe s comatant in her care of her hus-
band, but never jets him see it. ' She
kuows that with a ease of nerves it is
ersential that the patient should not be
allvwed to know he is being tended. After
meeting Mrg London I any more than ever
at a loss to understand why she went to
the fight as a spectucte. T firmly believe
that she did nmot want to go at all
“Jack,” nowever, left his bed in a pri-
vate hospital to go to the fight, and I
think Mys London merely weut to watch
over him, and see that the excitement of
the light wasg not toe much for him.
When that complexion is put on ler pre-
aence at the fight, it makes a heroine of
her instead of an incompreliensibly euri-
ous woian. 3he told me herself that she
felt very queer and sick occasionally dur-
ing the fight, They will have gone to
Hobart by the time you get this. .Jack
London hopes to find strength and re-
newed lhealth in the cool mountain air of
Tasmania, g i
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OConnor, the Southstraliazm, got seven
Vietorian wickets for 38 runs in the last
iatch, and the ignominious defeat of the
ftate is almost forgetien by Victorians
in their Awstralinn appreciation of the
fact that another wmuch-needed, service-
able bowler has come to ile front—

We may invent A mone-rail,
Ur something in ballooning;
Our Madame Melba may not fuil
To knock the world at erconing.
© We may discover planets new,
Or something fresh that's solar;
But what are all these frifles to °
* The fact thut we have found a new
And quite effzctive bowler? -
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Speaking ahout the new Premier of
Victoria, Mr John Murray, a Melbourne
paper says:— Indolence has been his hew
setting sin all through hiz peliticat life.
There iz warrant for being sceptical
about such g man reforming.

“Of oiher Eyeants, shord and strife,
But Indolence is King for life.,” .

But there have been exceptions even to
this rule. Mr Reid was one.  He was a

. good-natured, easy-going, dilettante mem-

ber when a stop-gap leader was wanted
for the New South Waley Frectrade
party. Hir Henry Parkes was failing.
Hir (then Mr) William MeMillan was not
sufficiently well known to iake up the
running at onee. It was decided that
Mr Reid should keep the billet warm
for him. Mr Reid kept it sa snog that
nobody but himself got into it after-
wards, He threw off hiy slothfulness,
and hecame active, alert and energetic.
Mr Murray, having attained such 2 high
place, may do the snme.  He hss a big,
Trnad, mascukine intellect, and has given
glimpres of great force and fixity of pur

pose. - The houy -and the honour may
bring the best of the man into play.
Mr Watl #s ‘Treakurcr is not a r1is-
ing figure, 10 his ability were only egil
to his ambition, he would be a Rothz.
chitd and a Rockefeller eolled into ons,
but thut “what-oh-there!™ swing of the
arme linns a mental portrait of Lhe
King of the Push placed in clavge of
Sinbad’s  treasure. The Minister of
Ruilwaya, Mr Billson, 18 one of thoac

men who become intoxicated with the .

exuberance of their own verhority. "
Mr Murray is wise, he will buy Mr Bill-
con a phonograph and let him work off
hin copiows How of words into it. It
will be safer tham letting him talk in

the House. Mr Graham is & battle
aatred  veteran, long-headed, slow-
thinking, better at listening than
talking, and emdowed with an
engaing franknesa which cOvers
2 deep vein of shrewdness, whieh
some of his erities call guite. 1 Riv

Thomas Bent had token Mr. McKenzie
inte his Cubinet, he might atil have
been in authorily, for Mr Mcl{enzie is
another of those kevel-headed, clever men
of affairs, whom the countrv districts
keep ou semding into Parliament,  Per-
sonal popularity is Mr Peler MeBride's
best cluim to fame at present, but be-
neath a seemingly eavelesa exterior he
coneeals indnsiey, grip, and grit, With
2 fat cigar between his lips, he can work
out a political problem ot & situativn as
well as any man.
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Whatever animosity may have heen
awakened agaiust Johnson in Sydney,
Le has reversed the deeision here {re-
marka a Melbourne journal). He is
cheered nightly at the Melbonrne Opera
House, but his “turn” is tho weakest
and mosi- silly thing I have ever seem.
He ought to get on & pedestal as other
men  have done—Hackenschmidt, San-
low and others—and pose with the light
showing up hiz inuscles.. Hiz present
turn to me is mere foolishness. How.
ever, he reecived am ovation the night X
saw him.  Yom kuow, the shop girl has
maide a hero of him. . The shop girl is
a euriows creature. -She livea-in a world
of his voice ard his legs. Englixly erie-
she has just finished, and the other hali-
plagiarised from “The Searlet Pimpers
nel,” “Mansieur FReaucaire,” or seme
gsimilar heart-aifecting  drama. *© This
world of hers has to have a hero in it.
Gienerally it is Julius Kunight, because
of his voice aml hia legse,  English erie-
keters are always heroie, Now, Juck
Johnsen lias been elevated to a plave in
the calamdar of Leroves, The shop girl
buys phatographs of him, and explaina
that it ia only his skin that is black, and
that his teeth are just lovely. She al-
ways did ke gold tillings, and is think-
ing of having her own done., ¥ von
dare to show a suspivion of eolour pre-
judice, she will hanghtily inform you
that the best man wor, and that it is
not Johnson's fanls that he is binck,
H he had been white, and Barns black,
the svmpathy would have been the oiher
way. = That iz 3o true that it abnosk
forvea you te believe that her next state-
ment is trae also, when she deelares that
Mrs Johusan ought to he proud of her
husband, and prowd of herself. Khe
sught Lo be admired for her courage in
showing that she did mot care for such
u small thing as the colour of a man's
skin.  The shop gir]l has already got
over her love affair with the American
Fleet. The Fleet had re sympathy for
Coona.  Besides, the Fleet has been to
Jupan since. -
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A MOTHER'S STORY.

DHOCTORS  AIWEED OPERATHIN =

BILE BEANS HEYTORE ROBLUST
NEALTIL
In her following Witer — which i3 &

typieal  llustration of the wnlimited
praize past soufferers are ever reuly to
bestow on Bile Reaus—Mrs, Peake, of
Wright-street, Adelaite, £.A., voives the
rentintents of thousamls of  her mex.
Bile Beans are imdeed the houaewife's
beat friend, and their virtues are praired
by grateful women throughout Ausira-
lagia.

Mrs. Teake says: — “ T have great
pleasure in stating that Hile Heans are
the best remedy I buve ever used, Sinee
the birth of my thisd child, live years
apo, 1 have not known what good health
wag.  F vonsolted aome of the leading
doectors here, and they toll me mothing
#hort of an oprration wenld do me any
good, and that T shoutd have to lay up
for some cons lernble time. Just as
I was making up my wind what tn do,
T received one of your Bile Rean book-
ets. T had heaed prior ta this what
& splendid medivine Bile Heana were. and
after readiug in the hooklet some of the
remarkabie citrea thev had efected, [
determined to-give thems a trinl. After
undergoing a course of Bile Heans tu the
extent of two boxes my health was res-
tored, and T waa ax right us ever I was.
It is a grand thing for women to kpow
that they have sueh a friend in Bile
Beansa. I had tried dozras and dezens
of other pills, but I might as well have
thrown my money away. Bile Beans
are a splendid family medicine, and my
home is never without a4 box, as I firmly
believe 1 owe many o vear of my lire
to them. T eannot spenk too higily in
praize of Bile Reans™

A Bile Bean ut noon aml a Pile Bean
at night, whenever stuggish liver or dis-
ordered stomach manifesta itself, iz the

royal mad te perfect healtl:.  Bile Beana
guickly  ewre  indigestion,  bilicusnpess,
headache, constipation, piles, srumne]

fag, sleeplessness, lovs of uppetile, ané
all family aihpents. 1s, 134, and 2s, 94
prer box, of all cheruists and srores.

“CAPILLA.”

THE ONLY HAIR RESTORER.

Sold by all Chrmlizts, Tlalrdressers and
Siores, Iend Otfice for New  Zenlaud

L3 UUXNTER STREET, WLELLINUGTON.

. Those who have taken this medicine are amazed at its splendid healing power,
Asthma, Difliculty of Breathing, Hoarseness, Pai
who are subject to Calds on the chest it is invaluable, as it effects & complete cure.
in the Throut and giving Strength to the Voice, and it neither allows a Cough nor
tion to develop. Consumption 1s not known where “ Coughs™ have,

medicine.
cure is certain.

No house should be without it, as, taken at the beginning,

in or Soreness in the Chest, experience delightful

ROMCHITI
CURE,

Sufferers from Broachitss, {Zough, Croup,
and rapid relief; and to thouse
It is mos1 comforting in allaying Irritation
Asthm; to become clhronic, nor Consump-
on their first apnearance, been properly treated with this
a dose or twe is generally suflicient, and a complete

S

@malt Gixe, 2/6; Largs Size, 48 Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vondors, and by the Propriotor, W. Q. HEA™
’ Ohemisy, Geslong, Victoria. Forwarded to any Address, when not obtainable logally,




