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mnd the water will soak upwards by
eapillary attraction throqgh the d‘mm-
pnleh, Jeaving the soil noist and friable.
Anuther practice in horticulture to
nbch lnrge trees for the purpose of
ing the soil moist. This practice, 1
n, van be neule wse of for every plant
—Targe or small—to which wulehing ean
be wpplicd.  For inatance, in a lady’s
Dotuloir, two semi-circular bags holding
the mulch can be made, as ornamental
s Ludlios know low, dippal in waler and

pliced on the aoil.  This p ce of
mulehing wnd  deaia-muleh can be
npplied 1o the propagation of plants from

seedd of otherwise. 1 am uwder the -
pressian that in eourse of time this ays-
temn of propagation anl cultivation of
plants and trees will gnite revolutionise
bortienltural practice: which revolution
will be slow and silent in its econrse, also
permanent, amd come to be of ardinary
practive.  Not being a trained horticul-
turist there muy be flaws in the fore-
gaing representations wnseen by e, and
it is with some tredation I submit them
to public criticism—T am, ete.,

GEOR TURN

St Androw’s, Blenheim.
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Black-eyed Susan and the Other
Rudbeckias.

L Dbelieve the rudbeckias to be the
cisiest zrown  percunials. They will

thrive in alest any situation in the gav-
den, provided they have cirect light for
part of the day. It does not make much
ditference what the soil is, they zeem 10
thrive even if it becomes guite dry, but
the best Howers are grown In a rich,
moise loan. The rudbeckins are wore
puputarly known as Howers and pro-
bably the most familiar of them all i
the Bluck-eyed Suesan, because of the fact
thit it grows wild over Lhe greater pors
tion of the United Srates. In the East
it ks more commonly kuown as the oxe
exved daisy, while in the West it i fre-
giently spoken of as the “nigy
The Black-exed Su=an i= 4 biennial and
can be cultivated oy
allower about 2 o nebes in diameter.,
The centre is a brownish Back while the
ray-owers are a goklen yellow.

iden Glow, the must comimon of the
cultivated cone-flowers, is a doahle form

of Rudbeekia laciniata, 1t 3« a rapidl
Arower, profuse bloomer amt can he
casily increased dividing the root=.

amd ix a perenni

Tn aedddition ko the Golden {low, theve
are several Rinds of the eme-flowers
ottersd by the wred<men or norseryen.
Die of the best of lhese i R, Newmanni.
widel grows ahout 3 fect high and lias

arange-vellaw flowers with a dark pur-
ple cane in e centre,
There ¢ eouple of forms of TL

nitida, well worth a place i the garden—
umn Sun and Automn Glow, These
aw from 5 Lo 6 feet high and produes
a profu-ion of single primrose-yellow
eolanred flowers.

There is gl=o a good annual, R, Lieslar,
Tt grows= t to 2 feet hirh and is a mass
of flawers during the sammer. The var-
iety Superba has slizhtly Larger flowers
than the dype—ahout 2 inches in dia-
meter,
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Ta me, one of the most interesting
of the rwlbeckias isa R. maxima. It
wrows tull—5 to ¢ feet—and usually pro-
duces ouly oue or two stalks, The leavea
are large, gluucous green, The ray:
fowers are broud and yellow, and the
vone is large, sometimes ns much as 2
incbes Nigh.

The giant purple cone-flower is usual-
1y sold by the nurserymen as It purpurea,
hut it is really ¥ehinacen purpurea. The
cote of this is much rounder, having
lesa of the trie cone shape than the
rudbeckia, and the tay-flowers are red-
dish-purple, and droop.  Tlnder favour-
able  eirenmstaners, these flowers are
sometimea 4 incles in  diameter, bui
usually they are only 2 inches across,

All these ecome-Aowers are easily per-
petnated in the garien. The seed may
he spwn in the fall. Snel as do not pro.
duce =eed can be easily propagated hy
division.

T. B. PARKER.

K

MENDEL'S LAW AND SWEET
PEAS.

-5

Fdaward W. Badge, of Carnarvonshire,
rites in * Gardening  Tlaztrated  :
“Towards the end of 1007
heantifuliv printed sheet, on which was
depicted a group of lovely sweet peas.
The eentral amd mast attraective flower in
the aroup. [ found, was named Evelyn
Hemus, T had not previously heavd of it.

The Aunnual Cone-flower, Rud-
beckia bicolour, Not Often
Grown,

[ts form aml eodonr were so dainty and
clurining that I al onee deeided to grow
it in 1808, Hat, looking down to the
deseription Lo ascertain the  price, 1
fowml thi= intimation, * The crop of this

The Giant Furple Oone-flower.

I received a’

for February 17, 1909

The Golden Glow,

variety has, nnfortunately, failed this
year, but will be ready for 1909’ In
July last year while spending a holiday
at Malvern, I met witn the name of Miss

The Black-eyed Susan, Erroneously
Called Ox=eyed Daisy,

Temus, Holdfast Hall, Upton-on-Severn,
This name at once recalled to my recol-
lection the beawtiful flower which had
=0 attracted my attention a few months
previously. ! Suorely,! T thought. “this
is probahly the raicer of that flower.
I will write and inqutre if T may be al-
loweidl to see her sweet peas’ That is
what I did, and in reply had a courteous
invitation to pay her a visit.

* After some interesting conversation.
awil the inspection of several acres of
well-grown and  beautiful sweet  peas,
woast of which were quite new to me,
I was convinesd that Mizs Hemiis was
not the mere lady gardemer who grows
aml delights - in beautiful flowers, bhut
knaws only a little superficially about
them: on the eontrary, 1 found her to
be well versed in Mendel's law, and a
tharongh believer in it.  There cannnt.
1 think, he a doubt as to the success
she has alreadv achieved belng due to
sounid scientific knowledge guiding her
practical skill, Her pediaree sweef peas
have not heen raised by haphazird hy-
hridi-ing, bat with a fixed and  well-
itheught-ont methind of procednre. and a
woll-eon=hlered  purpase,

It weemed to me, when T eame {0 re-
Heet npon what T had seen and heard
during the fwo visita T made at Helillast
Hall, that, much as Miss Hemns has
achieved during Lhe few years she Nas
heen working among sweet peas, very
much more may bhe expected {from her
in futwre yrars,

I will mention enly three of her named
sredlings, that I saw growing in Jarge

guantiities, which appeared to mv as be-
ing thoroughly first-class in every respect
and as near to being perfect as any
sweet peas I have yet seen; and [ may
add that they all of them beautifully
waved, some of them quite exceptionally
S0.

1. Evelyn Hemus is a large, well-shaped
suggestedly Orehid-like, beautifully-wav-
ed tlower, the ground <clour being a
warm, rich eream, with a shading inclin-
ing towards yeilowishness. finished off
by a delicate Picotee edging of terra-
cottn pink.

2. Paradise Ivorv.—Thls is an excep-
tionally well-waved flower, the e¢olour
and appearance of which are similar to
those of old ivory. This has recently
been placed by the N.5.P.8. at the head
of the cream section of sweet peas.

3. Paradise Carmine.—This is a variety
after the style of George Herbert, but
the colour struck me s being brighter
and more pleasing.

ooR
EARLY APPLES.

We are now fairly well off for good
virieties of early-ripening apples. No
matter what other kinds of fruit we
|y possess apples arve alwavs weleome,
either for 1he kitehen or for dessert. The
Irish Peacl is siill a great favourite
with large numbers of consumers. It is
generally a good bearer and cotnes in
very early, The tree is of rather a strag-
habit of growth, but very hanly and
dloes well fon most lecalities. River's
ly Peach., bLears fruits similar to
h Peach, and the trees are of good
Dabit. but we are net so sure if it crops
0 well, A locally-raised seedling named
Murjorie Hay, sent out by Messrs. D.
Hay and Sons, Parnell, is, we believe,
o promising sort. It is blight-proof, the
trees grow upright, and are vigorous in
arowtl. I{ is a dessert apple of the
hest. quality; skin clear yellow. striped
amd mottled with red, Williams' Favou-
lite is generally catalogued as a dessert,
Imt we prefer to wse it for the kitchen,
us in gur opinion it is more suitable for
vooking than dessert, It is o large apple
of good colour, Oue of the very best
curly dessert apples is known as the Wel-
vome, Tt is a small froit, but of the
inest quality. extremely juicy and sweet,
The teees benr when quite young., It is a
regulur apd heavy cropper, and seldom
shows nmeh evidence of the codlin moth.
It is an apple we' delight to pick off
the iree and enjoy as we sirell round
our gaviden. It wis ripe this year on
the 30Lh January, kut, speaking gener-
#lly, it iy in season the first ten days in
Febynary. Mr. Gladstone is & very good
Eind and Dbears fairly well; ripens in
Janwary: and the tree i blight-proof,
e of the most attraelive apples we
et ween is ealled Coldstream Guards,
We prociuml a tree from Messra, Morri-
son some lwo ot three years agn, and it
is a porfect picture at the lime of writ-
ing, The apples are of gond Bize and of
{he brightest cnlour—just the apple to
tnke the eye. We fancy this would be a
gond apple for murketing. It is very
Imrdy and a heavy cropper, and of very
fair guality—wwnally termed a dessert.

VERONICA.




