Life in the Garden

Practical Advice for Amateurs

The “Apple King” of America.

The siatement that one man owns
over one thousand six hundred acres de-
voted to apple trees sounds amazing ;
that more than flve hundred thousand
Lushels of apples were sold by him from
trees of his own planting for an aggre-
mate above twoe hundred and five thou-
sand dollars is likewlse amazing; yet
these figures convey but a slight idea of
the operations of Judge Fred Wellhouse,
of Tapeka, Kansas, known to those
familiar with horticultural matters in
the United States as “The Apple King"
(sa¥a F. D. Coburn, secretary of the
Kansas State Board of Agriculuture, in
“#Guburban Life”}). He hag long been
known by this sobriquet, and is entitled
ta it for more reasons than one,—but
one Tezson alone is more than sufficlent
juslification for its vestowal, and that is

He iz a most Genial and Amiahble
KRing.

the fact that he has grown wmore apples
o trees of his own planting than any
ether one man in the warld., This, hiow-
ever, {s perhaps a wminor reason, wlen
wetghed against his potent influence on
the horticulture of a great state, and
bey-ond,

Apple-growing has been a life study
with Judgze Wellhouse,

When, in the late seventies, Le was
planting 437 acres to apple trees in
Leavenworth county. Kansas, many of
his neighbours locked upon him as well-
nigh demented,

It wasn’t all smooth sailing at first.
Not at all. But Wellhouse persevered,
nsing the proceeds from his earlier crops
tn buy more land to raise more trees to
hear more of the apples which by their
excellence woere attracting far more than
lacal atteniion and building up a repnta.
tion for Kansas fruit.  Acress the Atlan-
tie, epicnres feasted an the produets of
these Wansas nrchards: sturdy Britishers
ferther fartified blaoming health by the
romsamption of all the available Frnit
oraown and pacrked by Wellhouse, “ant
there in Ransas” and like the Oliver
Twist of their own immnrtal Dickens,
they Tngrily appealsd for more. Tn one

rear an entire train load of Ben Davis
apples was shipped from ile Wellhonse
orchard to a Baltimore firm for reship-
ment to Germany., Like most men to
whom has come a goodly share of sne-
cess in the business world, Judge Well-
houae has kept a complete record of all
expenditurea and reecipts  during the
vears he has been engaged in commereial
archarding, and the fizures can be taken
ws bring careful records, and nnt the
result of puess work. Although Kansas
ia so pecnliarly fitted for the cultivation
of the apple, the State, like most of
the others in the Union, has at times
been the vietim of Jack Frost. For in-
atance, in the spring of 1807, the pro-
speets of a bumper crop of apples were
of the hest; the trees were lnwded with
bloom, and the JTndge strongly hoped
that his great ambition was to be
rezlised at Jast—to Tharvest 100,000
bLushels of apples in one season. But one
night in the forepart of April the frost
came, and the next morning there was
not a blonm left. and of course not an
apple was harvested in 1907. At har-
vesting time jn A prosperons geazon the
orchard is n scene of wonderful aetivity.

The abject of the whole plan is e
place bhefore fruit lovers. in the hest
possible condition, the finest and minat
tooth~ome products of ithe greatest nof
orchards.  Picking, hanling to the pack-
ers. sorting, packing, and re-hauling 1n
the railroads are all carried on as parts
of a well-oridered plan. and proceed with
the regularity and precision of clock-
work,

Perhaps in no way ean e conveyed
a elearer coneeption of the immensity of
these apple-growing operationa than by
citing the figures from the records. 1In
all. the maker of this record has grown
and sold tweaty-six crops. amounting to
eomsiderably more than half a million
hushels, The erap nf 1800, approxi-
wately cighty thousand hushels. was the
targest, awl it sold for more than
L1000, This was perhaps the o=t
valuable erop of apples ever grown by
ay one man in the Middle West, anl
the total paid for it agpregated more
than the earnings of the avernge citizen
durinz hix entive lifetime, The ¢om-
hined vield of the Ltwo largest erops.
theose of 1800 and 1891, was 142868
hnshels, The smallest wield was 498
Tai-hiels in 1809,

Al these apples. if packed in barels
anil loaded on the ordinary  railroad
frofoht eay, averaging twenty thowsund
nounds io the load, wonld GIF abont ene
thonsand twe hundred and fifty cars, or
make mors than sixtv-twe train-lowds,
af twenty cars to the train,

Tn pickine. the men averaged forty
Dhushels each per duy-—the packers and
pickers were paid for 20833 days work.
al the rate of wix shillinga per dav of
ten hours, The pickery worked Jn
gangs of from ten to fifteon men.

¥or havvesting, £6230 was paid to
pielers and parkers; £1285 for lhanline
from the ficld= to the packing-honse. and
€2313 for hauling to the railroad and
Toading  on cars, The  barrels  eost
£3100, and ahant £300 was spent for
miseellaneows items, such as hoxes, extrea
hoops, ete. The total oantlay for oath.
eringr the ernps and plueing them on the
mavket was €13.500, Yo =ee, eapital
Is regquired for oo joh like this one.

The gross sales nmonnted to €41.180:
this lesx {he €60 expenses, Teaves a
net relnen of €27.5300 Tint thiz amannt
nat represout all the prafil. It
does nol inelude the vadie of the enrn

dines
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which was grown between the tree rows
froom the time of setting ont the arch-
wrds until they began to beayr,  The eorr
was grown by tenmants, and e lomliord
iverl one-third of it for rest. Of
M bBuxhels of corn grown, he
LR Dushel s, <ild
. netting

about
uf planting and grow
the time of their In Adiled o that
From the apples. t incomr from the
vorn hrings the total met prafit up te
£, Awd then, too, ita planter
<t owns this largest orehad, and has
every reasen Lo epe jor many more
hnper crops,

OXPHIRSOS
the orchards, to

- o»

Hardy Clematis.

New Zealaders do not as o rnle re-
quire to be tohl of Lthe bty of the
clematis.  1f there is one of our native
Mants more than any other we specially
admire wigl boast of, we think it is the
clematis.  For chaste beaoty there is no
malive  flower,  in our  opinion, Lo
equal it. This plant is ovcasimwlly sue-

cessfully  trausplanted from the bLush;
it can also be raised From sced, ol
nurserymen supply plants in pots. There

ure endless vurieties of elematis. We

39

A “NEW EYSTEM" OF CULTI-
VATION,
vhiar Marlboreugh  eorrespomdent  for-

wanls a leftey, written to the
Mr. Gearge Turner, of Rlenhe
vstisg whad he enlla =0 pew sys
growing plants in peta” which,
briefly, is the substitution of 3
griss for the psual erocka when potting,
The il ix by no nwans new or po
It is sometinwes put in practice. bt with
the hay prass on Lop of ane ur twao
K=, When practi=ing 1his plan it
e dound el etter to ose the
Welb-rotted  manure s often
in plini+, As
= 1 holil mnlel
aome sueh plan migld
answer, but we tried]l it in
For the purpose e, Tomer indi-
eittes we shondd hink the obd-fashionsd
plan of moss ar wilie preleeable.
We nnat aletect any chanee of anvthing
in the shape of “vevolnlion in the horti.
viudtural world™ in the idea of the writer
af the Tetter, b we are pot Loe old to
leavie We ave pleasml ta give the Jetter
pullicity in the hope that sone of our
reiders may we interested, ol probably
Lave something to say on the wadter.
We shall be glad to hear from them.
The leller i as fellows:—

— 11 the cultivation of plants and
ewers Jo boxes ol flowerpots it s

I'reas by

for the top of pot

Clematis Florida.

{The flower are dontle, whitey,

lln=teation aof a
sactian,

ive an

plant of the
Flarhila

Luey  Lasnoine,

trathi |

or fin
vl

shen ey «
ix splendidl, Clemaltis Tike «
ed ol well-manared gronm
sl enn havdly be ovey- fn
ing the roots, scelect

oz

. vlant.
the novth <hie,

A Flve-year-old Orchard,

Barrels ready for

" Heading.”

wstal e B these vessels with earth
same alrain them with slones, hroken
Teicks sl varthenware;  these heing

elforis (o find a better systen of drain:
e than s been in praetiee hitherte,
=neloaosystem b elain to have aliseovered
—esimple and at everyone's esmmaml
Fake the fowerpot with the nsual ke in

e bultom te Sthastrate my represcata-
Viems, My syslein is to substitnie for the
stones, bricks,

inches of h RIEYIEDY !
pitchasl in the battom the pat, fillioge
up with earth awl plavting in the usaal
way. I will then be found that the
phest can be freely watensd withmt nny
danger of prosducine mud at the bt tem,

shile the <urfac = Log vy Las
hite luvn my exp b This

mulel 1% the ol ol iy
ing too el npEe sy,
every alay. T this 1t e

'
Tole, rol in 1he boltom, but in the =i
of the pot sy, o el gpe Wae wilt
M have o res roene snel cdeep nt
e Toltom of the pot. which will only
vapive Lo D Glled bt onee a0 week,




