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The present demasd for fresh flai fish
i New Zealaand exverds the wupply, and
tieve should e supe for further euter-
Prise by trawling companies—-HWr, J. J.
ANiren, Napier Mannger Trawling
Co.
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e Greater Auckland quertio eaa-
not  be whelved dmdeflnitely, wud the
sooner it is denlt with the better; and
the <ame may be suid of the housing
problem, The neel fur a Greater Auck.
land was strikingly exemphued in t!
transactions levding up to they inaugura-
lioun of the drainnge wchemr, the seces-
pity for obtaining the co-operation of s
nmaay  budependent loeal  bodies wdding
immensely tu the difficalties of the under-
tuking—Ur, A, M. Mycrs, Mayor of
Auch ol

The Hun, James Page, & mewmber for
Queeneland of the Federal Parlinment,
has publicly stated that he was formerly
an inaute of the homes, and that it is to
Dz, Barnade's philanthropic work he owes
't oin life,—Ree, W E, Rice, Mec-
Dy, Barwtda's Humes,

" e o .

The Upposition party was now coming
fo 2 own.  Nesver for the past 13 vears
had bis seen seowmuch duterest in public
aftuirs as at the present time,  In going
ihrough the eountry he found & cunuing
miul ~vatematie attempt to mander and
Llwl the members eof the Uppuaitwon,
whose speeclies hud been mistepresented,
Tha motto vf the Opposition ams: “we
tight on for ever and ever.”  They fought
the Conermment, noy unsueeessfully, on
the lamd question, ayainst the improper
expeniliture  of  vorrowsd moner, and
again~t the durry rrg-ul:momg\h. w,
F. Uassey, M. P

* » oan

The eomlition of flre underwriting in

the Deminwn gives cause for grave col-
It

nds to rveasem that, in
view of the v risks we carry, and the
eontlagration hazard which is always
with s, the rates aught to be put on a
bu~is which will allow of a proper pro-
vision being made for sueh a contingeney,
and alsa Tur a fair prolit after paying
ewrrent hosses—Hon, N. Thorne ticorge,
M LC., chuirman N.Z. Iusurance Com-
Pany.
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Jubour laws.

The Club

BELIEVE,” ssid the Fecialist mem-

ber, as le returned a paper to his

pocket, “that we ‘are going to lLave

a bad winter as far as employment

ig concerned. I have jnst been

studying the veturns of the Labour
Department, and I fnd that there are
over 900 workers on the books of the
Department who have registered them-
selves as being out of work, There are a
great many more who are idlp, but whe
lmve not put their names on the books.
In the summer it s uut so bad, as there
are a good many odd jubs offering, but
in the winter the matter may easily be-.
Alany workers are
depending entirely on casual work and
assistance from relatives. Men employed
in the building trade seem: the worst off.
Unleas something is done there will be a
good denl of suﬂenng when the cold wea-

colle More seriows.

tlier sets in”

2 a
"You Hocialist people,” replied the
manufacturer, “ure partly f{o blame for

this sort of thing. Yen {ry aml hamper
capital in every conceivable way, and, as
@ consequence, capital is invested else-
where, Look at the way in which em-
ployers are fined for the mest trifling
and unintenticnal breaches of awarda.
There was a big batch of cases in Wel-
lington the other day, and in nearly every
case a fine of £10 The
wurker who is guilty of a breach eitler
gets off acot free or else he is fined & few
shillings, I reckon both classes should
be treated alike, and if £10 is & right and
fitting fine for tha master, the same fine
shoulld be imposed on the man. Nowa-
days there are so many peunaitiea and
risks attached to the employment of la«
bour that many people are aaturally
chary of giving work.”

was inflicted.

LI I <]

“That may be true to some exieut,”
an~wered the first speaker, “and I admit
that in some ecases awards press a little
La on a few, but that is true of
Jleaﬂ\ all laws. Tlley are framed in the
interests of the majority, and no one can
deny that the majority of our workers
ave far better off as the reault of our
In the old days you lLad
swedting in ita worst form, and the la-
bour murket wus overstocked with the
lubour of boys and girls dispincing that
of grown people. If an award iy made,
it mmust, of course, be enforeed, and the
hest way to eaforee it is by making the
tine Lieavy envugh to make an evasion un-
Trotitable.
fur better position to pay his teu pounds
than the worker is to puy his ten shil-

The employer is usually in o

Tinges

o e 0

I is perfectiy ridiculous.”
ihe country member, “to talk of unem-
ployment When there are thonsands 6f
aeres of goods lamd lyiug idle, and when
tha resources of the volimy are only be-
wibning to be developed.  The truth is
that wir have oo sl and net tou Lig a
popniation.  dnt somehow or other we
aren't gelting quite the right class of
i runt.  Mr Tregrear ways e men
wien't leave the town for the country
they prefer the clhance of picking up odd
jobs ahont the wharves to the certainty
of steady work and good pay on a farm.
Whilst the Labonr Department Las Dinp
men on itd beokd an out of work, it lina
vacahcies for several indred firm handd
thut 1t in unable to fill. If there in any
lulouring work going in the towns you
will get hundrsds of applirants; when
Jou wunt 8 mua to belp on a farm you

protesded

Br HAVANA

mny whistle for hint, A Jot of men get
ansisted pawrages af farm hamds after
they have tuken a job on a farm in Eng-
land for & week or two in order to get

_ the pasage, and when they conw out lers

they are yuite useless for country work,
We want reaily ekilled farmers if we are
to go ahenwd. In England agricelture is
decaying, wud there is & grand oppors
tunity for rome of those who have a taste
for country life to do well in the colony.
But we don't want more workers in our
cities. Of course, at Home the conges-
tion is in the large towns, and naturally
enough it iz the town worker who wanta
to get away. These men might just as
well stay in England for all the good
they are likely to do here. Ome of them
gaid he would sooner go to gaol than go
on the land, and people who feel like that
ave likely to lave their wish granted.”
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“You see” put in the cynie, "the worst
of country life ia that you can't go on
strike. The thing is rather the other
way o If you don't eultivate the
ground properly, the aoil goes ow strike
aml refuses to prodice enough to pay
Your wages. You ¢an't sue it either, for
breach of award, and fine it a tenner on
the pround that it has compelled you ta
work more than the atatutory eight hounra,
Nature s the most inexorable taskmaater,
and the Covernment stroke doesn't pay
with her. If you don’t weed your garden,
or if you neglect your stock, you can't
appeal to any trades union to make good
your loss of wages, People have an idea
thet nationalizing the land would be as
good as ploughing aud harvesting if, but
damte Nature is not going to be had that
way, and even flg all omunipotent State
would find that nationalised land took
just as much -working to wake it pro-
ductive a3 land that was privately owned.
You ecan’t make wheat grow by simply
passing an Aet of Parliament, thongh I
daresay we shall be fonnd trying the ex-
periment some day.”
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“Talking of strikes,” put in the jour-
malist, “1 see thut they have - had a
miners’ strike om the West Australian
goldtields that is guite unique in its way.
The sandstone miners have struck ngainst
drinking beer. This is not owing to any
no licenze principles or slaking of thirst,
it is aue rather to a thirst that is found
to be ton expensive with Dbeer at - its pre-
sent price. The brewers aud hotelkeepera
have entered into a wicked combination
tn raise the price of the long sleever to a
shilling instead of ninepence as lereto-
fore. An cmergency of this kind ecalled
for powerful and energetic aciioa, A
meeting of the Miners’ Union waa hue-
riedly sumitoned, and all the men were
called out of the pubs. aud-forbidden to
have anaother drink till the price was re-
duced.  The hoteld will, I suppose, he
picketed, and any blackleg found sneak-
ing rouml to the Llack door will be
severely dealt with, The temperaace
people are  jubilunt, and are actively
rupporting both sides.  They are urging
ihe brewers not to yield to intimidation
and reduce the price, and they are urg-
ing the men ta vtawl firm ut all easts
aldd rewist to the death this iniquitoud
imposition,  The brewers, inwever, have
a powerful ally in the puh. thirst thnt
i bred by the summer heat of the West
Auntraling desert, and if they hang out
long. envugh ihey will probably win in
the eml. Why can’t our peeple get up
o Htrixe ngainst beert 1t would be a
ot elfective form of temperance eru-
sade, Lut you woeuld want un awful lot

Smoking, Room

of picketa to keep the blacklegs in checl,
Instead of n medical examination for
Pueumoconivsis, you would have periedi-
eal exgminations for aleoholiesis, with,
in all prohability, some pretty vigorous
protests against this latest form of nsedi-
cal inspection.”

THE INVENTOR OF BTAIRS,

Here'a to the man who invented staira
dnd taught our feet fo soark

He was the first that ever burst
Into a secend Hoor.

The world would be downstairs to- day .
Hud it not found the key;

So let lhis name go dewn to fame,
Whatever it may be,

I)B.

4’&. CAMEEON OWEH
HAS RETURNED TO TOWY, ’
T And
RESUMED PRACTICE.

NORTHERN STEAMSHIP COM-
PANY LIMITED.
Weathor and ather ¢lrcumnstances permih

ting, the Cumpsny’'s steamera will leava Il
under;—

Tor Russell.

CLANSMAN ... Every Mopday, st 7 p.ik
For Russcll, Whangaros, and
Mangonui.

CLANEMAN. FEvery Wednenday, at 3 p.o%
Na Cargo for Russell
For Awanni, Waiharara, Howhoray
Whangaroa, and Mangonnl,
APANYUL .. Every Monday, at 2 p.my
Na Cargo Whangaton snd Meogonok
For Whangarurn, Helena Bay, 'rn-

tuksks, and Whananaki.
..... +1s. Tnesday, Bth February
For tireat Barrler,
WAIOTAHI ,,.. Every Wednes, midnight
For Waijheka and Coromandel,
LE3YR AUCKLAND
ROTOMAHAXNA. Tuoes, 9th F[‘h
ROTOMAHANA.
LEAVE COROM
ROTOMAHANA .,

3 pnt
.Tourg., ilth !:'HJ 4 p.m.
DLEL, ¥1A \VAJ.HEKL
. ed, 10th Feh, 6 aau.
KOTOMAHANA, .. » 12¢h Feb, 7 a.me
FOR WAIHEKE.

Erceiy Saturdar, st 2 pom. retoroing Eve

ery Muanduy, neriving about E] aae, Mypday,

_ Morming.

FROM ONEHUNGA.

For Hokianga.
CLAYMORE...ivp..nn.n. Every Thuratny ~
¥For Raglan, Eawhiy, and Wafltara.
WAITANGI....Every Mouday ar Thursday

WHANGARELI SERVICE. N
Stozmers lenve Whangare! ax under:—
A8, NGAPTHIL i
Train Whangnrei 2N, Coromandal
. Wharf, leaves
onda re- Pas. Mangapat,
velved !l Tiala
FEBRUARY.
Ath—*Prer. doy. Sam 7
ev. duy. .3 an.
nan. 11 .,
HNITH 1 pom.
L35 nom, 11,45
Iith 30w, 1
]ch-—l] 45 a. |n 3.15

om. 8 am.
No str, 8 a.m.
4 a.aL Neo s,
11 g.u. 1 p.m,
No str. Noon
Neeu., No str.

® am. No ser.
Iy s.m, Nionm
20 © Neo str. T pm,
*Goods outward Uy steamier leaving om
followlug dutes, vlz.--3th, ®th, Yth, U0th,
aud #31d, must leave pp-cuuntry Btutiuu
by afteinoou train previuus day.
NUORTHERN 5.8. CQ., LTD_, -
B Agects.

THOS. COOK AND SON

Fagseuger Agentn for
P. nand Q. Lo, tupe Lines

Orient RO Ling Musd, Murltlmaen
N.D.L. {Germau) Canndiun-Austn,,
N Z. dulppiog Co. White diur

Fte., Etc.

Defore Bobklay your Uickets to London or
eliewlera write for PCOOK'S NAILING
LI (posted free), glving FARIS by all
lnes, sud Hnilogs 1o sdvauce.  No Buoking
Feet., %pecinl Advantazes. Apply

COUK'S BHIPYING OFFICH,
Queeun-st., Avckland,
Kext G.F.0Q., Welllogtom



